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GET ALERTS 

Local Public Safety, 
Weather, Traffic  

And now… 
Town of Berwyn Heights 
Closings & Cancellations 

Sign up with  
Nixle or Town Twitter mail: 

https://local_nixle.com/register 
And/or https://twitter.com/ 

IMPORTANT  

PEPCO  

TELEPHONE  

NUMBERS 
 

English Speaking Customers 

 (202) 872-3432 TO REPORT 

Downed Wires, Burning Wires, Struck 
Poles or Life Threatening Electrical 

System Situations 

CALL (877) 737-2662 TO REPORT 

Power Outages   

CALL (877) 737-2662 TO REPORT 

Report Street Light Out  

(Need Pepco Pole Number and 

house  number of nearest house) 
 

Hard of Hearing Customers 

TTY (202) 872-2369 
 

Spanish Speaking Customers 

CALL (202) 872-4641 por  

Servicio en Espanol  

Languages other than English or 

Spanish  

CALL (202) 833-7500 

Customers with Emergency Medical  

or Life Support Equipment or Special 

Needs 

CALL (202) 833-7500 FOR  

Registration to be on Priority List 

   

Please continue to bag your leaves 

until curb-side loose leaf collection 

begins November 1. 

  

ELECTRONICS/ 

STYROFOAM 

RECYCLING 

 

October 25 

8am - 12pm 

Buddy Attick Parking Lot 

Greenbelt Public Works Yard 

tel. 240-542-2153 

 

Please note: The drop-off at the Berwyn Heights 
Public Works Yard is no longer available. 
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enrolled, is financially stronger than the 
State's pool and the Law Enforcement 
Officers' Pool (LEOPS). 

CM Schreiber reported that Director 
Lockley worked with an arborist to come 
up with a checklist of symptoms to indi-
cate when a Town tree may need to be 
pruned or felled. The checklist is to give 
guidance to the Public Works Depart-
ment when to call for help regarding 
problem trees. Public Works employees 
have asked they be given the option to 
go home early the day following an 
event, such as National Night Out, in-
stead of being paid overtime. MPT Kulpa
-Eddy asked where the emergency gen-
erator permit process stands. TA Murphy 
said that he is still waiting for the revised 
plans showing the enclosure for the gen-
erators. He will follow up with the engi-
neers tomorrow. 

CM Rasmussen reported that Code Offi-
cer Hall is still recuperating. The Code 
Department may have to hire a tempo-
rary officer because Supervisor Simpson 
will also be out for a while and Officer 
Snyder will work reduced hours when the 
fall semester begins. Teenagers were 
observed playing in the car that was 
crushed by the tree that fell on 58th Ave-
nue. He will meet with School Board 
Member Higgins next week to discuss 
education issues.  

Citizen comments: CM Rasmussen 
received a commendation for Code Su-
pervisor Simpson conducting rental in-
spections in a courteous and profes-
sional manner. Mayor Calvo received 
comments about bamboo and orange 
construction barrels at the Berwyn Pres-
byterian Church.  

Mike Attick, 62nd Avenue, sought clarifi-
cation about a code complaint form, the 
county tax bill, and approval for taking 
the emergency trailer to College Park. 
Mayor Calvo explained that the residents 
who have a code complaint can fill out a 
complaint form, but it is not a require-
ment. The tax bill breaks out various 
taxes and fees, including a recycling fee, 
which is levied by the Town, and a new 
rain tax, which is levied by the county. He 
has approved the request to take the 
trailer out of Town in an earlier email. 
Further, the county appears to have re-
duced the Town's tax differential for the 
police services it provides, in effect rais-
ing residents' tax bill by 3 cents per $100 
of assessed property value. 

At 8:25 p.m., the Council took a 5 minute 
break. 

Health fair: Mike Attick explained that 
the Berwyn Heights Community Emer-

gency Response Team (CERT) plans to 
host a health and wellness day on Sep-
tember 6. Originally, the Prince George's 
County Citizen Corps Council (PGCCC) 
planned to hold the event, but it was 
canceled. The event consists of setting 
up stations at the Town Center and the 
school grounds to advise visitors about 
health issues and perform health screen-
ings. In addition, emergency responders 
from around Prince George's County will 
exhibit their apparatus and give demon-
strations. Town organizations will also 
be invited to participate. To accommo-
date fire trucks, emergency vehicles and 
buses, CERT is requesting the Council's 
approval to close 57th Avenue and Ber-
wyn Road at the Town center. Advertis-
ing will be handled by the county. Ap-
proximately 200-250 visitors are ex-
pected. They will be directed to park at 
the school and then take a shuttle to the 
Town Center. CERT volunteers will op-
erate the Town's call-a-bus as a shuttle 
service. CERT may need 2 officers and 
3 Public Works employees to help with 
the event. 

Mayor Calvo said that he has a concern 
about the short-term planning of the 
event, which according to Mr. Attick nor-
mally takes several months to plan. He 
worries about the logistics of accommo-
dating an unknown number of people 
from out of Town. While he does not 
mind hosting the event, the status of 
organizing it does not inspire confidence 
in its success. Mr. Attick said that 
County offices and volunteers are likely 
to spring into action when the deadline 
gets closer. People from out of Town will 
be asked to park at the school and shut-
tled to the Town Center. CM Rasmussen 
expressed concern about only one per-
son, Mr. Attick, coordinating the event. 
Mr. Attick replied that he has a partner in 
the County Executive office he can call 
on for help. Similar events in Capitol 
Heights, District Heights and Seat Pleas-
ant drew from a few dozen to a couple of 
hundred visitors, which were easily ac-
commodated at local Town offices and 
parking lots. 

Mayor Calvo said there are too many 
factors the Town does not control. At a 
minimum, he would like to control the 
promotion of the event so that the Town 
does not get caught unprepared when a 
thousand people show up. Therefore, he 
would like Mr. Attick to provide a formal 
plan of operations, fixing the location 
and hours of road closures, shuttle 
routes, map of participating vendors and 
organizations, and names of volunteers 
manning the various stations. CM Ras-
mussen suggested that the plan should 

W 
orksession 

August 11, 2014 

 

 

 The meeting was called to or-
der at 7:40 p.m. Present were Mayor 
Cheye Calvo, Mayor Pro Tem (MPT) 
Jodie Kulpa-Eddy and Councilmembers 
(CMs) Patricia Dennison, Chris Rasmus-
sen and Anthony Schreiber. Also present 
was TA Edward Murphy, Clerk Kerstin 
Harper and Mike Attick. 

1. Mayor 

Announcements: The Council met in 
executive session prior to the regular 
meeting to discuss the Town Administra-
tor candidates. 

Calendar: A dedication of the commu-
nity garden will take place on September 
13, at 2 pm. PGCMA meeting dates 
were added for September 18, October 
16, and November 13. The PGCMA leg-
islative dinner will take place on Decem-
ber 4. 

Minutes: On a motion by MPT Kulpa-
Eddy and second by CM Dennison, the 
July 21 worksession minutes were ap-
proved 5 to 0. The July 9 Town meeting 
minutes were distributed. 

Department Reports: Mayor Calvo re-
ported that he and TA Murphy had a 
meeting with the Department of Permits, 
Inspections and Enforcement (DPIE) 
about the storm water management pro-
ject at the Public Works yard. DPIE 
agreed to reduce a fee for mitigating the 
runoff from the new sidewalks off-site 
from $3,500 to $1,900. However, the 
Town will be required to build a storm 
water pre-treatment facility at the yard in 
combination with the Jellyfish filter to 
comply with Maryland Department of the 
Environment (MDE) design standards. 
With these issues resolved, DPIE prom-
ised to grant approval of the storm water 
management project by the end of the 
week. This will then allow the sediment 
control permit to be issued, as well as 2 
fine-grading permits. The permits for the 
entire sidewalks projects should be in 
hand by the end of August, enabling the 
Town to go to bid in September. TA Mur-
phy said the 63rd Avenue sidewalks 
project is awaiting resolution of whether 
the regional Presbytery or the local Pres-
byterian Church has approval authority.  

Mayor Calvo continued that the PGCMA 
will hold a retreat on August 15. He fur-
ther noted that he studied the Maryland 
State Pension plan actuarial information 
last weekend. He found that the munici-
pal pool, in which Berwyn Heights is 
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also take into account contingencies, 
such as provision for calling in additional 
officers if needed, and diverting out-of-
Town drivers to the Lake Artemesia park-
ing lot and Ballew Avenue. Mr. Attick 
agreed to present a written plan at the 
August 25 worksession. 

Flash flood recovery assistance: 
Mayor Calvo distributed a plan for distrib-
uting the $ 6,705 in donations collected 
so far to assist victims of the June 10 
flash flood. He said that 6 homeowners 
of the many more affected by the flood 
applied, and only 2 of those fell under the 
80% average median household income 
threshold. Only 3 homes had experi-
enced a power cut off, which was com-
pensated at a level of $800. One home 
on Berwyn Road is a rental where ten-
ants living in the basement had experi-
enced extensive damage. The assis-
tance was awarded in the order of mag-
nitude of the loss experienced, and aver-
aged out to 9% of the estimated net loss. 
The assistance he proposes to disburse 
ranges from the maximum of $3,300 for 
a net loss of $24,000 and the minimum 
of $267 for a net loss of $1,300. 

Mayor Calvo noted that there were sev-
eral home owners, who were eligible for 
assistance, but chose not to apply to 
leave more money in the till for others 
that had a greater need. With no objec-
tions from the Council, CM Rasmussen 
moved and MPT Kulpa-Eddy seconded 
to approve the disbursement plan. The 
motion passed 5 to 0. 

Council priorities: Mayor Calvo asked 
the Council to review the revised Town 
Council priorities and offer any additional 
changes needed. MPT Kulpa-Eddy said 
the Council had agreed to rephrase 
Council Priority #6 to read "Formalize 
and document policies." There were no 
objections. 

The Council also reviewed the list of 
Town Administrator goals. The following 
changes were made: 

Goal #1, last sentence, was revised to 
read: "hold senior leadership meetings 
and regular communication with Town 
staff." 

Goal #3 was revised to read: ..."define 
new roles and relationships within the 
unified structure of government; 
...reevaluate and formalize the perform-
ance evaluation process." 

Goal #4d was revised to read: "Develop 
a marketing plan and economic develop-
ment vision." 

Goal #4e was revised to read: "Formalize 
and document existing policies and prac-
tices." 

In response to CM Rasmussen, Mayor 

Calvo said that developing an economic 
development plan may require formulat-
ing a vision for Route 193 first. The 
County's review of its zoning ordinance 
presents an opportunity to rethink the 
zoning requirements for future develop-
ment along the Route 193 Corridor. The 
redevelopment of Route 1 that is taking 
place now makes extensive use of the 
MXT (Mixed Commercial and Residen-
tial) zone, which may open new options 
for developing the Berwyn Heights front-
age of Greenbelt Road. Mayor Calvo 
thought that economic development 
need not be included as a Town Council 
priority because it is covered by "Market 
Berwyn Heights." 

CM Rasmussen moved to adopt the 
revised Town Administrator goals. MPT 
Kulpa-Eddy seconded. The motion 
passed 5 to 0. CM Dennison moved and 
MPT Kulpa-Eddy seconded to adopt the 
revised Council Priorities. The motion 
passed 5 to 0. 

Nothing was discussed under 2. Public 

Works. 

3. Administration 

County covenants regarding Jellyfish 
storm water filter: TA Murphy explained 
that the County requires the Town to 
enter into a Declaration of Covenants as 
part of the approval process for the 
Town's sidewalks storm water manage-
ment plan. The covenants commit the 
Town to retain the services of a Mary-
land licensed engineer to inspect the 
Jellyfish storm water filter at the end of 
the first year of operation, and every 3 
years thereafter to ensure it is function-
ing properly. The Town is further re-
quired to properly maintain the filter and 
make any needed repairs. If it fails to do 
so, the County is authorized to make 
repairs and bill the Town. The Cove-
nants will be recorded in the County land 
records. The Council is asked to adopt 
the Declaration of Covenants at the Au-
gust 13 Town meeting. The Council con-
sented. 

Comcast agreement extension: TA 
Murphy said that the previous Council 
extended the existing Comcast franchise 
agreement at the March 2014 Town 
meeting until such time as a new agree-
ment has been negotiated. This was 
done by emergency ordinance, which is 
only valid for 90 days and has expired. 
As the negotiations with Comcast are 
ongoing, Ordinance No. 168 has been 
prepared for adoption at the next Town 
meeting to replace emergency Ordi-
nance No. 164. 

Mayor Calvo elaborated that the existing 
franchise agreements allow Comcast 
and Verizon to use the Town's right of 

way for their cable lines. In return, the 
Town receives a 5% franchise tax and a 
3% PEG fee, which amounts to annual 
revenues of approximately $50,000. The 
cable TV and communications industry is 
currently in flux and negotiations are 
difficult and have taken longer than an-
ticipated. The Council agreed to adopt 
the Ordinance at the next Town meeting. 

Bulletin cover: The following items were 
selected for the September Bulletin 
cover: Lake Artemesia concert theme; 
announcements for Ice Cream Social 
and Health Fair. 

4. Code Compliance 

Bamboo as nuisance vegetation: 
Mayor Calvo said over the years the 
Town has received a number of com-
plaints about bamboo spreading to 
neighboring properties. Last week a 
group of residents have submitted a peti-
tion regarding a bamboo problem around 
8805 58th Avenue and asked the Council 
to address it. He would like the Council 
to discuss the issue before taking a con-
crete action. He explained that the there 
is no specific reference to bamboo in the 
Town's ordinances, but it is technically 
covered by provisions prohibiting inva-
sive species. People who already have 
bamboo in their yards are responsible for 
preventing it from spreading to adjacent 
properties.  

TA Murphy said that the State of Mary-
land has not declared bamboo as an 
invasive species. MPT Kulpa-Eddy said 
she believes that the Commercial Clean 
Lot Ordinance prohibits growing bamboo, 
whereas the residential Clean Lot Ordi-
nance does not.  

Mayor Calvo said he was under the im-
pression that, on several occasions, the 
Town has asked property owners who 
have bamboo that is spreading to re-
move it because it is an invasive species. 
Personally, he would like to prohibit bam-
boo from being planted as it is difficult to 
control, and in some places destroying 
Town infrastructure. Where it already 
exists, homeowners should be held ac-
countable for controlling it, or be fined. 
He would like the Council to clarify exist-
ing regulations and/or come up with a 
policy about bamboo, as well as other 
invasive species such as English ivy. 
However, before the discussion is contin-
ued, the questions raised today should 
be answered. This should be the job of 
the Code Supervisor, who should pre-
pare code memoranda in the future. 

Code year-one goals: CM Rasmussen 
said he met with Supervisor Simpson 
today and discussed the goals and de-
partment reports. But he does not yet 
have a revised list of year-one goals. The 
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discussion was postponed. 

Urban forest initiative: CM Rasmussen 
explained that he would like the Town to 
address the problem with invasive spe-
cies and nuisance vegetation that crowds 
out native plants, including bamboo, Eng-
lish Ivy, Chinese Wisteria, garlic mustard 
and others. Secondly, he would like the 
Council to develop policies to preserve 
the urban tree canopy, which he consid-
ers to be a community resource. This 
means establishing some rules and 
guidelines about what property owners 
can and should do with mature trees in 
their yards outside the Town's right of 
way. He asked the Council for feedback.  

Mayor Calvo said that CM Rasmussen 
should contact Jim Peck at the Maryland 
Municipal League (MML) about urban 
forest ordinances in other municipalities 
that can serve as a template. Takoma 
Park and Annapolis have fairly detailed 
urban forest ordinances. He may want to 
propose something less far-reaching for 
Berwyn Heights. It would not be too hard 
to come up with some standards regard-
ing urban trees, but defining the mechan-
ics of dealing with problem trees will be 
more difficult, particularly because the 
Town does not have an in-house arborist 
to consult. It may help if the Town asks 
an employee to be trained in basic tree 
care. As for replanting trees, the Town 
has not done much of it. This is an area 
where a new approach may be useful.  

CM Rasmussen asked whether the Town 
has used interns before to do the back-
ground work for this type of project. In-
ventorying Town trees and researching 
tree policy seem like a great project for a 
graduate student who studies the sub-
ject. Mayor Calvo said the Town has em-
ployed interns on a couple of occasions 
with mixed results. It is likely to work best 
if a professor offers it as a for-credit pro-
ject. MPT Kulpa-Eddy noted that there 
are grants available from the county to 
plant street trees. This may be worth 
exploring. CM Rasmussen said he may 
attend a Green Team meeting to get their 
feedback. 

Nothing was discussed under 5. Parks 

and Recreation and 6. Public Safety. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:08 
p.m. 

Kerstin Harper, Town Clerk 

 

T 
own Meeting 

August 13, 2014 

 The meeting was called 
to order at 8:00 p.m. Present 

were Mayor Calvo, Mayor Pro Tem 
(MPT) Kulpa-Eddy, CMs Dennison, Ras-
mussen and Schreiber. Also present 

were Town Administrator (TA) Murphy, 
Chief of Police Antolik, Treasurer Lape, 
Clerk Harper, David Hillman, Bob Green-
berg, Eileen Horn, Gina and Buddy 
Robson. 

Mayor Calvo led the Pledge of Alle-
giance. 

1. East Campus Presentation 

Mayor Calvo welcomed David Hillman of  
Southern Management Corporation, and 
Bob Greenberg and Eileen Horn of Dew-
berry & Associates, for an informational 
presentation on the East Campus devel-
opment at the junction of Route 1 and 
Paint Branch Parkway. The development 
is back in the news and moving forward 
after having been dormant for several 
years.  

Mr. Hillman, CEO and owner of Southern 
Management Corporation, said his com-
pany has been in business in Maryland 
for 49 years and is the largest privately-
owned property management company 
in the Baltimore-Washington area. 
Southern Management is also the larg-
est owner of rental apartments in Prince 
George's County, and started in 1965 
with Lakeside North apartments in old 
Greenbelt. Recently, the company en-
tered the hotel business and opened 
luxury hotels in a Pennsylvania ski resort 
and at Arundel Mills. The hotels have 
quickly achieved top customer ratings 
and will serve as the model for the com-
plex to be built in College Park.  

Bob Greenberg spoke about the detailed 
plans for the East Campus hotel com-
plex. He said that the developers began 
working on this project 3 years ago after 
presenting their plans to the University of 
Maryland President and Board of Re-
gents. The 3 acres of land to be devel-
oped belongs to the University and here-
tofore was used for maintenance facili-
ties and green houses.  The University 
wants to create an innovation district at 
this location, which the hotel will anchor.  
The hotel will be built close to Route 1 
right across from the UMD main en-
trance, but with its main entrance off the 
new Hotel Road South running along the 
south side of the complex. The ap-
proaches to the hotel will be pedestrian 
and bicycle friendly and include several 
restaurants along the Route 1 frontage. 
To comply with county standards, the 
complex will meet the 100 year flood 
event and include extensive bio-retention 
facilities to manage storm water runoff. 

Mr. Greenberg continued that the 
330,000 SF hotel itself will be 12 stories 
high, capped by a penthouse level and a 
rooftop terrace that can be rented for 
events. The hotel will have 292 guest-
rooms, one banquet level with a large, 

reconfigurable ballroom, conference 
rooms and terraces for events. Another 
level will have a large fitness center with 
a pool and a spa that are open to the 
public. The hotel incorporates a 7 story 
garage with access from Greenhouse 
Road on the east-side of the hotel. Archi-
tecturally, the complex gets away from 
the traditional style dominating University 
buildings and adopts an innovative, con-
temporary look mixing brick, glass and 
steel.  

In response to questions from the Mayor 
and Council, Mr. Hillman said that the 
reason the  development of the East 
Campus has resumed is the presence of 
a new UMD President, Wallace Loh, who 
is a "breath of fresh air" and intent on 
better integrating the University with the 
City of College Park. Loh sees the poten-
tial for repatriating a lot of money cur-
rently spent by visitors at hotels and con-
ference centers outside of College Park. 
Loh removed the former master devel-
oper and transferred the land from the 
State to a new University of Maryland 
foundation, which rents smaller parcels of 
the 38 acre site to different developers to 
develop individually. The County Execu-
tive also changed; prompting businesses 
to take a new look at investing in Prince 
George's County. 

Mr. Hillman continued that the hotel can 
be reached by Metro, the UMD shuttle 
and the future Purple Line. Pedestrians 
and bicyclists can use an improved 
Greenhouse Road or the old College 
Park neighborhood streets to get from 
the Metro Station to the East Campus, 
and most campus destinations are in 
walk able distance. In terms of the ap-
proval process, the project has been 
placed on an expedited track by the 
County. The concept plans have been 
approved and the detailed site plan is 
under review. The County is also review-
ing the grading permits. The hearing in 
front of the Planning Board is scheduled 
for December 18. It is hoped that con-
struction can start next spring. 

Further, the hotel will be higher than 
nearby buildings but will fit in with other 
new student apartment buildings on 
Route 1. It will be a boutique hotel, not 
connected with any other hotel chains. 
Negotiations with several restaurant 
chains are underway, including one full-
service sit down restaurant. Hotel staff 
will not be unionized. Hotel rooms will be 
priced in the same range as other nearby 
hotels, around $200 per night. Hiring of 
staff is expected to begin in January 
2016 and completion of construction by 
September 2016. 
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2. Minutes 

Clerk Harper read a summary of the July 
9 Town meeting minutes. On a motion 
by CM Dennison and second by MPT 
Kulpa-Eddy, the minutes were approved 
5 to 0. 

3. Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer Lape gave the Treasurer's 
report for the month of July. 

4. Mayor’s Report 

Mayor Calvo reported that Berwyn 
Heights hosted a recent Four Cities 
meeting at which the FBI headquarters 
relocation was discussed. The General 
Services Administration (GSA) an-
nounced that Greenbelt has been cho-
sen as 1 of 3 finalists as the future site of 
the FBI. The Four Cities agreed to pro-
duce a promotional video that show-
cases the special features and advan-
tages of this area. He is disappointed, 
however, that Prince George's County's 
US representatives, particularly Senator 
Mikulski, are no longer strongly behind 
Greenbelt Station as the exclusive site to 
be considered for the FBI. They still sup-
port Prince George's County but include 
the Landover Mall, owned by the Lerner 
Brothers, as another alternative. In fact, 
the GSA changed siting criteria to qualify 
Landover Mall as a possible site even 
though it is not near a Metro Station. The 
Four Cities will continue to make the 
case for Greenbelt Station. 

Mayor Calvo said the Council hosted a 
well attended community meeting with 
County and WSSC officials to discuss 
the recovery efforts from the June 10 
flash flood. Residents who experienced 
flooding in their homes had an opportu-
nity to ask questions directly. County 
officials explained that the storm water 
system, which the County took over from 
WSSC in 1992, was built to handle 5" of 
rain over a 24 hour period, which is a 10 
year event, but not 5" of rain in one hour. 
The County will commission a hydraulic 
analysis of the storm drain system to 
understand how recent development 
may have impacted the volume of storm 
water runoff and to pinpoint the problem 
areas. The June 10 flooding occurred 
mostly at the junctions of storm water 
drains spilling back out of nearby entry 
points. Homeowners in flood-prone ar-
eas are well advised to consider flood 
insurance to cover losses in case of an-
other flood. At its last worksession, the 
Council approved a disbursement for the 
$6,700 in donations the Town received 
to help those most affected by the flood. 

Mayor Calvo further reported that he and 
TA Murphy had a meeting with the De-

partment of Permits, Inspections and 
Enforcement (DPIE) regarding the ap-
proval of a storm water management 
facility the Town is required to install to 
offset the additional runoff from the side-
walks project. After a far too difficult and 
expensive approval process, the Town 
now has a clear path to get approval of 
the storm water management facility at 
the Public Works yard and the sidewalks 
permits. He hopes the Town can put the 
sidewalks out to bid in September. 

In other news, the Council is engaged in 
the search for a new Town Administrator 
and at the next worksession will narrow 
the field to 6 finalists it plans to interview 
in late August. The Council also spent 
considerable time identifying its top pri-
orities for the next term. They include 1) 
finishing the priority 1 sidewalks projects; 
2) finishing installation of the emergency 
generators; 3) marketing Berwyn Heights 
in the context of the FBI headquarters 
relocation and other planned develop-
ments nearby; 4) planning the next road 
repair project; and 5) formalizing and 
codifying policies and practices as part of 
preparing for the transition to a new 
Town Administrator. 

5. Department Reports 

Administration: MPT Kulpa-Eddy re-
ported that the revised detailed plans for 
the emergency generators have been 
received and have been given to a per-
mit expeditor to shepherd through the 
County permitting process. When the 
permits are received, the Town will put 
the project out to bid. Further, the Town 
was awarded a bike way grant by the 
Maryland Historical Trust to fund new 
bike racks, repair stations, bike lanes 
and signage. 

Code Compliance: CM Rasmussen 
reported that Code Supervisor Simpson 
has completed his first month in office 
and has been in the field doing rental 
inspections and familiarizing himself with 
the Town. He was recently commended 
by a homeowner for his courteous and 
professional handling of a rental home 
inspection. Mr. Simpson is also research-
ing and drafting a policy for egress win-
dows that must be installed in any base-
ment apartment as a secondary means 
of escape in case of an emergency. 

CM Rasmussen also reminded home-
owners that lawns must be cut to remain 
under 10" and carbon monoxide detec-
tors installed on each level of a rental 
home, especially if there is a natural gas 
connection. Further, the Council has 
started to discuss an urban forest initia-
tive that would address private and Town 
trees as a community resource for their 

aesthetic and environmental benefits, 
and explore new regulations to protect 
the tree canopy. The urban forest initia-
tive would address issues such as main-
tenance of mature trees, replacement of 
dying trees, and preventing the spread of 
invasive species such as English Ivy and 
bamboo. Lastly, CM Rasmussen noted 
the passing of actor and comedian Robin 
Williams and film star Lauren Bacall. 

Parks and Recreation, Education and 
Civic Affairs: CM Dennison reported 
that Berwyn Heights Boys & Girls Club U
-12 baseball team won the Prince 
George's County majors championship. 
Congratulations to the coaches Ron and 
Sheryl Compton and Kevin Connover. 
The Boys & Girls Club will hold a fall 
fundraiser selling mums and pumpkins at 
the Town Center on October 4.  Schools 
will be opening on August 26 and Mary-
land retailers will offer tax free shopping 
for school apparel on August 23. Upcom-
ing events include the annual Hello Hus-
kies back to school night on September 
10, the Ice Cream Social on September 
12, and the Lake Artemesia concert on 
September 27. 

Public Health and Safety: Mayor Calvo 
congratulated Chief Antolik and Officer 
Krouse on a fabulous National Night Out. 
Chief Antolik thanked the Mayor and 
Council for their support and participation 
in this nationwide crime-fighting event. It 
would not be possible without the partici-
pation of local businesses and commu-
nity organizations, including the 
Neighborhood Watch/Emergency Pre-
paredness, Boys & Girls Club, Karate 
Club and Green Team. 

Chief Antolik reported that the police will 
be stationed around Berwyn Heights 
Elementary School (BHES) on the first 
day of school and will issue immediate 
fines for any traffic violations; there will 
be no warnings. Last month's police ac-
tivities report shows 5 Part I offenses, 
which is below the 5 year average of 6.6. 
The year-to-date total is 41, as opposed 
to the 5 year average of 45.8. In addition, 
the officers issued 235 State and Town 
citations and 274 speed camera tickets, 
270 of which were on Greenbelt Road.  

Chief Antolik also encouraged residents 
to review their emergency plans in antici-
pation of the upcoming hurricane sea-
son. Hurricanes can cause widespread 
devastation in affected communities, 
ranging from power outages to flooding, 
which often overwhelm the resources of 
the local police and fire departments.  

CM Rasmussen said he is happy to see 
that 7 citations were issued for talking on 
a cell phone while driving. He also asked 
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CM Rasmussen asked if emergency 
Ordinance No. 164 could be extended by 
resolution as it already deals with the 
subject of extension. TA Murphy did not 
think so as the emergency Ordinance is 
only valid for 90 days and has since ex-
pired. Ordinance No. 168 would replace 
the emergency Ordinance. MPT Kulpa-
Eddy moved to adopt Ordinance No. 
168, and CM Schreiber seconded. 

Mayor Calvo explained that the franchise 
agreement permits Comcast to use of 
the Town's right of way for transmitting 
their communication services. In return, 
the Town receives a 5% franchise tax 
and a 3% PEG fee, which pays for the 
Town's public access channel. The 
Council voted to introduce the Ordinance 
5 to 0. 

9. Citizens Discussion 

Buddy Robson, 59th Avenue, submitted 
a letter about the June 10 flash flood for 
the record. In summary, the letter ex-
presses his concern about the history of 
flooding on 59th Avenue. As a 34 year 
resident of the street, he has seen it 
flood before but not to the extent of the 
June 10 flood. He was fortunate to have 
only 5" of water in his basement, 
whereas some neighbors had up to 6' of 
water in the basement, their doors being 
pushed in by the force of the water. 

Mr. Robson said he attended a meeting 
in College Park at which WSSC and 
County officials discussed their response 
to the flooding. WSSC said it transferred 
responsibility for the storm water drain-
age system to the County's Department 
of Public Works & Transportation 
(DPWT). However, it will review, on a 
case-by-case basis, instances where 
sewer backups occurred as a result of 
the flood. County representatives gave 
the impression that a study of the flood-
ing problem will take an act of Congress 
and nothing is likely to be done soon. 
The Town is to be congratulated for set-
ting up a flood recovery assistance fund 
that was of great help to some of his 
neighbors. Although eligible, his family 
did not apply as they have enough pri-
vate resources to refurbish their base-
ment. 

Mr. Robson said that storm water drains 
in Berwyn Heights raise many red flags. 
A map of the storm drains in Town 
shows drains following an old creek bed 
along Seminole Street, while old timers 
say that some low-lying homes were built 
on fill dirt. He believes that fixing the 
storm drains in Berwyn Heights should 
be a priority to prevent similar flooding 
when the next hurricane or heavy down-
pour strikes. Property values in town are 

if the statistics include any turn signal 
violations. Chief Antolik replied he be-
lieves no citations were issued in this 
category but he will check. His officers 
are more focused on enforcing the run-
ning of stop signs.  

Buddy Robson, 59th Avenue, asked if 
there are any speed limit signs on the 
south side of Greenbelt Road between 
58th Avenue and the speed camera at 
63rd Avenue. Mayor Calvo said there is 
a 35 mph sign between 62nd and 63rd 
Avenue marking the school zone for 
Greenbelt Middle School. He cannot 
recall, however, if there is a 40 mph sign 
outside the school zone. In any case, 
these signs are on a state highway and 
SHA would be responsible for posting 
them. 

Public Works: CM Schreiber com-
mended the Public Works staff for help-
ing set up and break down for National 
Night Out, which makes for a long day. 
He also asked residents to drive more 
carefully when school is back in session, 
particularly when they try to pass trash 
trucks working their way from one side 
of the street to the other to pick up trash 
and recyclables. 

CM Schreiber also reported that staff 
filled 13 pot holes on Seminole Street 
and on Berwyn Road, and removed tree 
parts from a large oak that fell during a 
storm. Public Works will look more 
closely at trees in the Town right-of-way 
to ensure that they are healthy and do 
not pose a risk of dropping branches or 
being toppled. Residents are encour-
aged to flag any trees they are con-
cerned about. Emerson Ellis was chosen 
as the employee of the month for July. 

6. Committee Reports 

Green Team: Mayor Calvo said that the 
Green Team has set the date of Sep-
tember 13 for dedicating the Community 
Garden. The school gardening team has 
recently installed raised beds, likely to 
be a great addition to the gardening pro-
gram. 

Neighborhood Watch/Emergency Pre-
paredness: Mike Attick said the Town 
celebrated another great National Night 
Out thanks to support from the Council 
and help from community organizations. 
He especially thanked MPT Kulpa-Eddy 
for keeping the food service line moving. 
He also announced that the NW/EP will 
participate in a mini College Park Day on 
August 23 and make a pitch for emer-
gency preparedness; and that the Ber-
wyn Heights CERT and Prince George's 
County Citizens Corps Council will host 
a health and wellness day on September 

6. Vendors and health officials have 
been invited to distribute educational 
materials and give health screenings; 
and a variety of first responders will be 
present to demonstrate their rescue 
methods and equipment. Volunteers are 
needed to help with this event. Septem-
ber 13 is the date of a 3k run and stair 
walk to remember the victims of the 9/11 
attacks. The next NW/EP meeting will 
take place on September 3. 

7. Unfinished Business 

There was none. 

8. New Business 

Resolution 08-2014 - Adoption of PGC 
Declaration of Covenants regarding 
Storm water Filter: Clerk Harper read 
the Resolution. Mayor Calvo offered 
corrections. CM Rasmussen moved to 
adopt the Resolution as corrected. CM 
Dennison seconded. Mayor Calvo ex-
plained that, as part of the approval of a 
storm water mitigation plan, the Town 
must pledge to properly maintain the 
storm water filter to be installed at the 
Public Works yard. If the county finds it 
is not maintained according to stan-
dards, the county will perform mainte-
nance and repairs at the Town's ex-
pense. In response to CM Rasmussen, 
TA Murphy explained the Covenants' 
reference a schedule of maintenance 
that calls for the facility to be inspected 
after the first year of operation, and 
every 3 years thereafter. The Covenants 
were approved 5 to 0. 

Ordinance No. 168 - 1st Reading & 
Introduction of Comcast Agreement 
Extension: Clerk Harper read a sum-
mary of the Ordinance. Mayor Calvo 
sought clarification as to whether the 
extension of the Comcast Franchise 
Agreement could not be adopted by 
resolution. The Town usually adopts 
agreements by resolution. TA Murphy 
replied that he is acting on the advice of 
I-Net's legal counsel, Suellen Ferguson, 
who recommended adoption by ordi-
nance, which has greater legal weight. 
Mayor Calvo thought that the Town al-
ready has an ordinance, Ordinance No. 
106 implementing the Comcast Fran-
chise Agreement. He does not see why 
this Ordinance could not simply be 
amended to extend its life. Instead, there 
are now three ordinances all relating to 
the same franchise agreements, if one 
counts the expired emergency Ordi-
nance No. 164 extending the agreement. 
This question does not need to be re-
solved tonight. But he would like to have 
an answer before this Ordinance is 
adopted in a 2nd reading. 
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likely to suffer if the storm drain issues 
are not addressed.  

Mayor Calvo commented that most of the 
home owners that received assistance 
from WSSC had sewer backup issues 
and live on Cunningham Drive. Further, 
the county plans to commission a hy-
draulic study, which he believes will re-
sult in improvements being made. The 
focus should be on fixes that are doable, 
such as installing larger diameter drains 
at critical points, such as the drain on 
59th Avenue. 

Gena Robson, 59th Avenue, said that 
her family puts up with many problems 
associated with living in Prince George's 
County because Berwyn Heights is worth 
it. However, if she has to worry about 
flooding every time it rains it may no 
longer be worth it. Berwyn Heights may 
be poised to become a very desirable 
place to live with new development oc-
curring in surrounding areas and the FBI 
headquarters possibly relocating to 
Greenbelt Station. But if it is known for 
flooding problems this is not likely to hap-
pen. She urged the Council to work with 
the County to look at any and all solu-
tions that may help this situation. 

Mike Attick asked if Public Works is out 
of recycling bins. TA Murphy confirmed 
this. MPT Kulpa-Eddy informed that Pub-
lic Works is trying to locate another sup-
plier for the bins. Mr. Attick further asked 
if the Council still plans to build a side-
walk in front of the school. Mayor Calvo 
replied that it will be engineered and bid. 
But the Council has not yet decided 
whether it will be constructed. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:29 
p.m. 

Kerstin Harper, Town  

W 
orksession 

August 25, 2014 

 

The meeting was called to 
order at 7:40 p.m. Present were Mayor 
Cheye Calvo, Mayor Pro Tem (MPT) 
Jodie Kulpa-Eddy and Councilmembers 
(CMs) Patricia Dennison, Chris Rasmus-
sen and Anthony Schreiber. Also present 
was TA Edward Murphy, Clerk Kerstin 
Harper, Code Supervisor Kevin Simpson 
and Mike Attick. 

1. Mayor 

Agenda: Mayor Calvo discussed 
changes to the agenda submission proc-
ess. A request for agenda items will go 
out to the Town Council on Monday prior 
to a worksession. All directors should 

receive a copy. Submission of agenda 
items should occur by Wednesday, in-
cluding background materials, if needed. 
A draft agenda will be sent to Mayor 
Calvo by Wednesday afternoon and will 
be finalized on Friday morning. 

Calendar: A presentation on the FBI 
headquarters will be scheduled for the 
September 10 Town meeting. A PGCMA 
meeting was added for November 13. 
The PGCMA legislative dinner was 
added for December 4. 

Minutes: On a motion by MPT Kulpa-
Eddy and second by CM Dennison, the 
August 11 worksession minutes were 
approved 5 to 0. The August 13 Town 
meeting minutes were distributed. 

Department Reports: CM Dennison 
said that school will be back in session 
tomorrow. New students are now re-
quired to have two shots against chicken 
pox and TDP. The French Immersion 
specialty school has moved into old 
Greenbelt Middle School. PGCPS CEO 
Kevin M. Maxwell and County Executive 
Rushern Baker visited several the newly-
built Edward M. Felegy Elementary 
School in Hyattsville, which will have a 
creative arts focus. CM Dennison also 
reported on upcoming events. 

MPT Kulpa-Eddy reported that the books 
on FY 2014 have been closed and sent 
to the auditor. The last income tax dis-
bursement will be added when received. 
Mayor Calvo said that all department 
directors should have completed the 
performance evaluations for their em-
ployees and given them to their depart-
ment heads for review. He has given his 
feedback to Chief Antolik. He hopes to 
discuss the evaluations for the directors 
at the 2nd worksession in September.  

Citizen comments: MPT Kulpa-Eddy 
received a comment from a resident 
seeking confirmation that heavy trash will 
be picked up on Mondays for the north 
side and on Tuesdays for the south side 
come January. Mayor Calvo said that 
Public Works is already picking up heavy 
trash whenever they see it at the curb. 

Mike Attick, 62nd Avenue, commented 
that the agenda packet, which was sent 
out as an all-in-one pdf, had pages that 
were upside down, but it may have been 
his computer that had the problem. 

Egress window policy (discussed out 
of order): Mayor Calvo said that, for the 
last year, the Town has made an effort to 
bring all basement rental units into con-
formity with the Maryland fire prevention 
code regarding egress windows. Code 
Supervisor Kevin Simpson has been 
asked to draft a policy for the Council's 

review and approval.  

Mr. Simpson explained that egress win-
dows have been his top concern in the 
rental inspections area since he started 
to work for the Town. The issue took on 
added importance when a rental owner 
contested the Town's enforcement of the 
egress window regulations. In Berwyn 
Heights, many basement apartments 
have been converted from other uses, 
and existing windows are too small to 
serve as viable emergency egress if 
there is a fire. This could expose the 
Town to greater risk of being liable if 
someone is burned or killed under such 
circumstances.  

Mr. Simpson said he has consulted with 
the State of Maryland, Prince George's 
County and neighboring cities about 
egress window regulations. The State of 
Maryland adopted the National Fire Pro-
tection Association's (NFPA) 101 Life 
Safety Code as the State's fire preven-
tion code. NFPA 101 mandates that all 
basement egress windows must be 5.7 
square feet in size if they are below 
grade, and 5 square feet if they are at or 
above grade. They also may not be 
higher than 44" above the floor, so that 
children can get out of the window in an 
emergency. Additionally, there must be a 
window well no less than 9 square feet 
in size if the egress window is below 
grade, and must have steps or a ladder 
if it is deeper than 44". 

Mayor Calvo asked which regulation in 
the Town's code Mr. Simpson references 
to enforce the egress window require-
ment. Mr. Simpson said he relies on 
Ordinance No. 120, Section 6 (G)(1) Fire 
Safety Regulations - Means of Egress. 
Mayor Calvo further asked if there is a 
reference in this Ordinance that says 
which standard applies, be it a fire safety 
code or building code. TA Murphy re-
plied that Section 1 (A) - Purpose and 
Authority and Section 2 (D) - Definitions, 
Building Code cite the Prince George's 
County (PGC) building code as the ap-
plicable standard. However, Ordinance 
120 fails to cite a fire prevention code.   

Mayor Calvo asked if the PGC building 
code has provisions for egress windows. 
Mr. Simpson said the PGC building code 
relies on the International Building Code 
and the International Residential Code 
for standards, both of which set require-
ments for egress windows similar to 
those set by NFPA 101. The only differ-
ence is that the International Building 
Code requires a larger 5.7 square foot 
window if the floor of the basement 
apartment is below grade, whereas 
NFPA 101 only requires the larger 
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egress window if any part of that window 
is below grade. 

In the subsequent discussion, the Coun-
cil sought to determine whether the 
Town is only bound by the International 
Residential Code through the PGC build-
ing code cited in Ordinance 120, by a 
fire code cited somewhere in the Town's 
charter and ordinances, or by county or 
state fire codes that may apply by de-
fault. It was agreed that TA Murphy 
check the Town's rules and regulations 
for references to a fire code before the 
Council adopts a fire code as a stan-
dard. When a fire code is adopted, the 
Council must further decide whether the 
International Residential Code or the fire 
safety code is primary because they 
have a different threshold for requiring 
larger egress windows. 

Mayor Calvo proposed to designate the 
fire safety code as primary, and provi-
sionally adopt a rule to subject Ordi-
nance 120, Section 6 (G) - Fire Preven-
tion to NFPA 101. MPT Kulpa-Eddy ob-
jected to doing so prior to checking if the 
Town is already subject to a fire code. 
She moved that the Code Department 
be directed to draft a regulation to adopt 
NFPA 101 as the Town's fire code for 
approval at the next worksession. CM 
Rasmussen seconded. The motion 
passed 5 to 0. 

At 8:40 p.m., the Council took a 10 min-
ute break. 

Nuisance vegetation - bamboo: TA 
Murphy explained that the Town's Ordi-
nance 107 - Clean Lot has no provision 
that specifically deals with bamboo, al-
though Section 5 (I) requires all shrub-
bery to be maintained so as "not to pose 
a danger or obstruction to an adjoining 
property, persons walking on designated 
walking areas, or visibility at an intersec-
tion or along a street." The Town's Com-
mercial Clean Lot Ordinance prohibits 
growing bamboo. Neighboring communi-
ties deal with bamboo in different ways, 
including holding a property owner, who 
has bamboo, responsible when it 
spreads to adjoining properties. He rec-
ommends amending Ordinance 107 to 
allow bamboo on properties where it 
already exists, but hold the owner re-
sponsible for confining it to this property. 
It is further recommended to outlaw the 
planting new bamboo of any variety go-
ing forward. 

Mayor Calvo said that the Town has 
received numerous complaints from resi-
dents who have problems with a 
neighbor’s bamboo, including a group of 
residents who submitted a petition ask-
ing the Town to act on spreading bam-

ing code files into the system. 

Mayor Calvo said he wants to implement 
such a system as soon as possible. He 
has no problem with paying a high up-
front cost because it would increase pro-
ductivity down the line. However, he 
would prefer a system with less than 
$6,000 per year in annual maintenance 
costs. The Council will likely adopt a 
budget amendment this fall and fund the 
software purchase. Mr. Simpson is re-
quested to spell out in more detail the 
productivity benefits in different code 
areas to help the Council make a deci-
sion. 

Mayor Calvo asked if Mr. Simpson has 
an update on the vacant properties the 
Council wanted to condemn and have 
torn down. Mr. Simpson said that he had 
a conversation with county officials but 
did not get an adequate response. 
Mayor Calvo thought that the condemna-
tion process was already underway as 
Officer Snyder had met with county offi-
cials. Earlier, the Council decided that it 
wanted to use the county's condemna-
tion process and have the Town pay for 
the demolition. Similarly, the Council 
decided to use the county process for 
removing inoperable vehicles. TA Mur-
phy said that he has not followed up on 
this yet, but will do so. 

Departmental monthly reports: Mayor 
Calvo asked to discuss the monthly de-
partmental reports drafted by directors 
for the Council's review, and give some 
feedback. Each departmental report is in 
a different format and has good and bad 
points. He prefers a one-page report that 
gives "dashboard"-type overview of 
monthly activities. It would serve as a 
performance measure and help the 
Council to make policy decisions. 

The Code Department's report comes 
closest to the ideal using a combination 
of bulleted highlights and tables to con-
vey key data and important develop-
ments. The "upcoming objectives," are 
useful reference points for measuring 
progress towards stated priorities. Sug-
gested improvements include a statistic 
on how much revenue was taken in, 
more detail on the violations process, as 
well as condensing all information to one 
page. The Public Works and Administra-
tion reports are mostly in a narrative 
format and should present more informa-
tion in bullets and tables for a better 
overview.  Administration might provide 
a town-wide overview of sick and annual 
leave. Public Works could include data 
on volume of trash collected. This could 
serve as the basis for the Council to 
make a decision on whether to transition 

boo in the 8800 block of 58th Avenue. 
He knows of places where bamboo has 
damaged driveways, curbs and other 
structures and supports banning bam-
boo and possibly some other invasive 
species. For these reasons, he supports 
TA Murphy's recommendations. 

In the ensuing discussions, Council-
members raised questions about home 
buyers who want to purchase a home 
that has bamboo; about bamboo 
patches where the originating lot can no 
longer be identified; and about coopera-
tion among neighbors regarding the re-
moval of bamboo. 

MPT Kulpa-Eddy said she would be re-
luctant to tell private home owners what 
they must do about bamboo and other 
nuisance vegetation. Each individual 
home owner has some responsibility to 
control vegetation that comes from 
neighboring properties. Bamboo can be 
stopped with herbicides. However, she 
would have the Town remove bamboo 
when it begins to damage Town infra-
structure. 

CM Rasmussen said he believes there 
should be some level of regulation of 
bamboo. As with other divisive issues, 
such as noise or trash, the rights of indi-
vidual home owners need to balanced 
with the welfare of the surrounding com-
munity. When bamboo impinges on a 
neighbor's enjoyment of his property, it 
can become a cause for intervention.  

Mayor Calvo said, ideally, disagree-
ments among neighbors about bamboo 
can be worked out with an agreement. 
The Town would be in a better position 
to compel neighbors to work out an 
agreement if it had a sanction on bam-
boo. However, writing new regulations is 
better handled when the Council opens 
up the Clean Lot Ordinance for a review 
in the fall. 

Code software: Code Supervisor Simp-
son reported that he has identified two 
code enforcement programs that would 
enable his office to better track and re-
port on code activities. Mount Rainier, 
Hyattsville and College Park all use 
Comcast software and are happy with it. 
This software allows users to easily cre-
ate and access case files for a property 
in the office and from the field. It would 
streamline the process of documenting 
property histories, track code violations 
and rental inspections and issue notices. 
The quote for this program was $14,000, 
which includes $8,000 for implementa-
tion and $6,000 for annual maintenance. 
The other program would cost approxi-
mately $15,000 and higher implementa-
tion costs which includes migrating exist-
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to a 3-day trash collection schedule. 

MPT Kulpa-Eddy said she was satisfied 
with the reports provided. She likes the 
narrative report because she can use it 
for department reports at Town meet-
ings. CM Rasmussen said he agrees 
that the narrative report is useful for 
Town meeting reports. However, the 
quantitative analyses provide a better 
measure of performance and show how 
tax payers' money is spent. Mayor Calvo 
concluded that ultimately, he would like 
department reports to distill the key data 
points that drive Council decisions, but it 
may take some trial and error to arrive at 
that format. Once that format is estab-
lished, entering the data should not be 
time-consuming. 

2. Administration 

Comcast franchise agreement: TA 
Murphy recalled that the Council asked 

for clarification whether the extension of 
the Comcast franchise agreement, which 
was originally adopted in 1999 as Ordi-
nance 106 and expired in March 2014, 
needs to be done by ordinance. He fol-
lowed the advice of the Town's cable 
attorney, who strongly recommended 
extending the franchise by ordinance 
because it has greater legal weight. 
Mayor Calvo said he does not question 
whether it should be done by ordinance, 
but rather whether there need to be 3 
ordinances dealing with the Comcast 
franchise, e.g. Ordinance 106, emer-
gency Ordinance 164, which expired in 
June, and now Ordinance 168. TA Mur-
phy said that Ordinance 168 has the 
same and sole purpose as Ordinance 
164, which is to extend the franchise 
agreement until a new agreement has 
been negotiated, but it does not expire 
after 90 days. Mayor Calvo suggested 
reusing the number 164 because that 
Ordinance has expired and gone away. 

TA Murphy said the Council also asked 
whether each budget needs to be 
adopted by a new ordinance. Town At-
torney Shay advised that a budget is a 
policy document and each budget should 
therefore be adopted as a separate ordi-
nance. Mayor Calvo replied that Attorney 
Shay in a subsequent email clarified that 
a budget could be adopted by resolution 
as long as the adoption has a number 
that can be cited. Mayor Calvo further 
explained he would like to avoid generat-
ing too many new ordinances because it 
makes Berwyn Heights code confusing. 

For purposes of extending the Comcast 
franchise, the Council agreed to keep 
Ordinance 168 because it also a tempo-
rary ordinance that will not be used when 
a new agreement is in place. 

County tax differential: TA Murphy 
explained that he spoke with county offi-
cials about the decrease in the tax differ-
ential municipalities have received for 
services they provide, such as policing 
and trash collection. The decrease is due 
to funds being moved from the County's 
police patrol budget to other public safety 
appropriations, resulting in a lower base 
to which these municipal tax credits are 
applied. Mayor Calvo said that this es-
sentially an accounting gimmick to in-
crease county tax revenues. It has re-
sulted in a tax increase of 3.1 cents per 
$100 of assessed valuation for the 
Town's residents. The PGCMA will take 
this issue up. 

JOIN THE BERWYN HEIGHTS YAHOO GROUP  
AND STAY ON TOP OF EVERYTHING —  

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Berwyn Heights Group/ 

3. Code Compliance 

Code year one goals: CM Rasmussen 
distributed a new list of Code Supervisor 
year-one goals incorporating the Coun-
cil's comments from previous workses-
sions. The list reduced the goals to 10 
and placed deleted priorities into a list of 
"stretch goals." The list can be discussed 
in greater detail at the next worksession. 

Urban forest initiative: CM Rasmussen 
said he just learned that the Town al-
ready has an Urban Tree Ordinance No. 
122, adopted in 1986 and revised in 
2000. However, this Ordinance is limited 
to protecting and maintaining trees in the 
Town of right of way. He proposes to 
amend the existing Ordinance rather 
than come up with a new one. To start, 
he will draft a statement of principles, 
which might extend protection of the tree 
canopy to include trees on private prop-
erty, and add sections dealing with re-
planting of trees and with invasive spe-
cies.  He also plans to contact the Green 
Team to solicit their input. Mayor Calvo 
advised he review the Town of Che-
verly's tree policies as a suitable model. 

Nothing was discussed under 4.Parks 
and Recreation, 5. Public Safety and 

6. Public Works. 

Health Fair (discussed out of order): 
The Council reviewed a memorandum 
provided by NW/EP member Mike Attick 
outlining the plans for a September 6 
Health Fair. Logistics and participation in 
the event are largely set, with the excep-
tion of the role of the Prince George's 
County Health Department. The Council 
expressed reservations about the suc-
cess of the event, but agreed to let it go 
forward. 

7. Executive Session (10:20—10:59) 

On a motion by CM Dennison and sec-
ond by CM Schreiber, the Council went 
into executive session to discuss two 
personnel matters. With matters dis-
cussed, CM Dennison moved and CM 
Schreiber seconded to end the executive 
session. 

The meeting was adjourned at  
10:59 p.m. 

Kerstin Harper, Town Clerk  

 

 

 

Code News 
August Activity 
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MIKE SMITH 

Hauling & Junk Removal 

Complete clean out—garages, houses 

Demolition services 

FREE Estimates, Insured 

Mike Smith 301-346-0840 

References available 

Reasonable rates:  mastercard/visa 

 Mikesmithhauling.com 

100%

Satis
factio

n 

Guaranteed 
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“Celebrating 30 Years in Berwyn Heights” 
 

The Senior Center is open from 10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M., Monday through Friday.  Drop in and meet 

your neighbors.  Also check the boards for special activities.  Drop in to the Center, or attend the meet-

ing, and find out what’s going on.  There is always something to do even if it is just getting together. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO SEPTEMBER  ACTIVITIES 

October 1 Wii Bowling Season 

Beginning 

 

10:30 A.M. 

October 2 Pool Night 7:00 P.M. 

October 7 Bingo 12:30 P.M. 

October 8 Wii Bowling 10:30 A.M. 

October 9 Pool Night 7:00 P.M. 

October 11 Potluck & Movie 5:00 P.M. 

October 14 Meeting 11:00 A.M. 

October 15 Wii Bowling 10:30 A.M. 

October 16 Pool Night 7:00 P.M. 

October 21  Bingo 12:30 P.M. 

October 22 Wii Bowling 10:30 A.M. 

October 23 Pool Night 7:00 P.M. 

October 28 Meeting & Potluck 11:00 A.M. 

 21 Bingo 12:30 P.M. 

October 29 Wii Bowling 10:30 A.M. 

October 30 Pool Night 7:00 P.M. 

October 1 Aruna Nadasha 

October 2 Linda Benko 

 Tom Colihan 

October 3 Edward Burton 

October 6 Marilyn Hayden 

October 7 Robert Anyell 

October 10 Delores McHale 

October 12 Fong-Chew Lim 

October 18 Ruth Grosskurth 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Come Watch Redskins’ 1:00 P.M. Games 

Bring a dish to share. 

 

Don’t forget the Three “S’s” 

Senior Saturday Super 

Potluck & Movie  
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BERWYN 
HEIGHTS  
POLICE BEAT 

 “Police Beat” includes 
crimes and accidents 
that occurred during the 
month of August 2014.  It 
is not a complete listing 
of every crime and/or 
accident that occurred in 
the Town.  Incidents are 

listed from beginning of the month to the 
end of the month starting with the first 
report taken during the period within a 
specified category. 
 
08/01/2014 at 10:29 am, Pfc. Krouse 
received a returned check that was writ-
ten to pay for a parking violation from the 
Town Hall.  A police report was submit-
ted and forward to investigations. 
 
08/04/2014 at 4:48 am Sgt. Moroney 
responded to the 6100 block for an unre-
sponsive elderly female.  Investigation 
revealed that the 71 y/o, w/f passed 
away after a long illness. 

 
08/04/2014 at 2:30 pm, Pfc. Ignowski 
submitted a found property report.  Car 
key was found by a citizen. 
 
08/09/2014 at 3:18 am, Pfc. Duck re-
sponded to the 5600 block of Ruatan 
Street for a report of an accident.  A 
2003 Jeep was impounded and removed 
by Greenbelt Road Shell for being dis-
abled and blocking the roadway. 
 
08/10/2014 at 4:13 am, Pfc. Duck re-
sponded to the Greenbelt Road Shell at 
6327 Greenbelt Road for a report of a 
commercial burglary.  Unknown person
(s) broke the glass to the front 
door.  Once inside, the suspect(s) took 
candies and cigarettes before fleeing. 
 
08/10/2014 at 8:15 pm, Cpl. Roberson 
responded to the 8400 block of 57th. 
Avenue for a report of an assault.  Inves-
tigation revealed that a 31 y/o, Latino 
female assaulted her 15 y/o daugh-
ter.  Investigation continues. 
 
08/11/2014 at 7:02 am, Pfc. Ignowski 
responded to the 6000 block of Green-
belt Road for a found child's bicycle 
'Tony Hawk'. 
 
08/11/2014 at 7:20 am, Pfc. Ignowski 
responded to the 8400 block of Ballew 

Avenue for a report of a storehouse 
break-in.  Unknown person(s) climbed 
over the fence and into the storage 
yard.  Once inside, three Maryland regis-
tration plates were stolen from parked 
vehicles. 
 
08/11/2014 at 12:59 pm, Pfc. Ignowski 
responded to the 6105 Greenbelt Road 
for a report of stolen tags taken from a 
parked vehicle. 
 
08/14/2014 at 5:57 pm, Pfc. Thompson 
responded to the 8800 block of 58th. 
Avenue for a dog bite com-
plaint.  Representative of WSSC entered 
a private property and was biten by a 
dog.  The injury was minor. Owner pro-
vided the officer with all pertinent infor-
mation and is cooperating with the inves-
tigation. 
 
08/16/2014 at 12:18 pm, Pfc. Ignowski 
responded to the 5800 block of Quebec 
Street for a report of theft of US mail 
from a former resident. 
 
08/17/2014 at 7:20 pm, Sgt. Moroney 
responded to the 8400 block of Ballew 
Avenue for a vandalism re-
port.  Unknown person spray painted the 
underpass bridge. 
 
08/19/2014 at 1:20 pm, Pfc. Ignowski 
responded to the 6200 block of Green-
belt Road for a report of a missing 23 y/
o, a/m.  The missing person left the doc-
tor's office and was reported to the police 
by his father.  The 23 y/o male was later 
located at the University of Maryland. 
 
08/25/2014 at 11:30 pm, Sgt. Moroney 
and Cpl. Roberson responded to the 
8900 block of 59th. Avenue for suspi-
cious subjects.  A resident reported that 
they observed two black males wearing 
ski masks in front of their house standing 
behind a car.  When officers ar-
rived, both subjects began to flee.  One 
of the subjects was caught and recov-
ered from the scene was a backpack 
containing two ski masks, and a pair of 
rubber gloves.  The subject was identi-
fied and later sent on way.  Case for-
warded to CID as well as neighboring 
jurisdictions. 
 
08/26/2014 at 3:48 pm, Pfc. Ignowski 
responded to the Town Hall for an in-
jured person report.  A 56 y/o, female fell 
on to the curb while conducting personal 
business at Town Hall.  She sustained 
minor injury. 
 
08/28/2014 at 5:40 am, Pfc. Duck re-
sponded to the 7600 block of Charlton 

Avenue for a report of vandalism.  Un-
known person(s) spray painted a police 
car belonging to the City of New Carroll-
ton Police.   
 
 
 
 
 

NON-EMERGENCY  
POLICE  

DISPATCH PHONE  
NUMBER  

(301-352-1200) 
 

1. Call 301-352-1200 
(P.G. County Police). 

2. Give dispatcher your 
name, address where you 
are, a phone number 
where you can be 

reached, and explain why you need 
a police officer.  

3. Critically Important:  Tell the dis-
patcher you want the on-duty Ber-
wyn Heights police officer to re-
spond. 

4. In an emergency, Call 911. 
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www.BerwynHeightsPD.com 
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House Cleaning: Berwyn Heights resi-
dent since 2000 - with 25 years profes-
sional house cleaning experience and 
takes pride in the work done looking for 
new clients. References in Town and out 
of town are available. Please give me a 
call and let me help tackle the house 
cleaning for you. Free estimates. Please 
call (301) 474-3024.  

Want adventure and achievement?  
Join Boy Scout Troop 740.  We meet at 
Holy Redeemer’s Fealy Hall every Tues-
day evening.  For details, call scoutmas-
ter Loren Lavoy at 301-651-4928. 

Need Computer help? Call RJ 240-602-
0815. Microsoft A+ Certified.  

Licensed Family Daycare:  Opening for 
infant to 12 years old.  Before and after 
care for BH Elementary School avail-
able. Vouchers are accepted.  Meals are 
provided.  Openings are Monday-Friday 
from 6 AM to 6 PM.  Please contact Ka-
runa at 301-345-2939. 

1 Men’s Full Size Leather Golf Bags: 
$50.  Canning jars pint & quart size: $5 
mix & match a dozen. Call Jeff after 4 
PM at 301-474-5803.  Cash only. 

Discounted tickets to Capitals’ 
games:  Great discounted seats for 
every CAPS and WIZARDS home game.  
Aisle seats in great sections for Caps 
and Wizards.  No add-ons — Just great 
seats at discounted prices.  Call Jody or 
Steve at 301-474-3613.  Berwyn Heights 
residents for almost 50 years. 

College dorm room items for sale: 3 
like-new appliances. Black 4-cup Mr. 
Coffee Model DRX5 with brew and set 
delay; small Emerson 2009 Microwave 
oven Model MW7305B; small Sanyo 
2009 refrigerator Model SR-A2480M 301
-646-6938. . 

BH Republican Club meets once a 
month, usually on the last Monday, at 
the Senior Center and welcomes all resi-
dents to participate.  For more informa-
tion, check out the Berwyn Heights Re-
publicans Webpage: 

www.npgcrc.com/pages/BHR.html 
 

STRESSED!!! Are you a Senior, a rela-
tive or friend of a Senior? Are you, or 
they, worried about staying home long-
term? If you'd  like some direction or 
assistance, without alienating your loved 
one, I CAN HELP YOU. Sealani Weiner, 
Geriatric Care Manager. Licensed Inde-
pendent Clinical Social Worker in MD & 
DC, Certified Care Manager AND Ber-

wyn Heights resident.  240-965-7274. 

BULLETIN BOARD 

Boys & Girls Club  

President:  Shinita Hemby 202-531-

 6066 

Soccer Commissioner: Jason  

 Papanikolas 240-338-5191 

Baseball Commissioner: Ronnie  

 Compton 301-345-2661 

Tee Ball Commissioner: Jim Hudson 
 301-982-2052 

Basketball Commissioner: 

 Kristen Buker 240-965-7055 

Cheerleading Commissioner: Kristen 
 Buker 240-965-7055 

Ball Hockey Commissioner: Kevin  

 Conover 301-441-1569 

Track Commissioner: Jeff Osmond  

 301-474-2737 
 

Neighborhood Watch/Emergency 

Preparedness/CERT 

Co-Chair Ron Shane 240-965-7022  

Co-Chair Joan Hayden 301-474-5037 
 

Historical Committee 

 Sharmila Bhatia 301-446-6920 

Men’s Basketball League 

 Jim McGinnis 301-345-1223 

 

Playgroup 

 Jaime Sampson  

 sampson.jaime@gmail.com 
 

Quilter’s Club 

  Lois Williams 301-345-6214 

 

Recreation Council 

 Trinity Tomsic 301-474-6350 

      Jaime Sampson      
 sampson.jaime@gmail.com 
 

Seniors Club 

 Jean McConnell 301-345-6373  
 

Green Team 

 Therese Forbes 301-982-7115 
 

BH Elementary School PTA 

 Georgiana Stark 

 President@BHESPTA.org 
 

Karate Club 

 Leon Swain 301-237-2829 

 Theresa Beck 301-728-2881 

 beck_theresa@yahoo.com 

House Cleaning: Help with shopping, 
cooking, etc. 40-year resident of Berwyn 
Heights.  Very reliable and reasonable 
rates.  Please call DJ at 301- 345-1746 

Pet Services:  Experienced dog walker 
and pet sitter available.  Will happily help 
you with your pets.  Call Katelyn, 301-
233-2588. 

Lawn mowing and trimming, yard rak-
ing and cleanup, basement cleanout, 
painting, plumbing, general handyman. 
Reasonable rates and flexible schedule. 
Call Phil at 202-718-8530. Berwyn 
Heights references available. 

Meals-on-Wheels needs your HELP! 
This 35-year old program needs volun-
teers to help with their daily operations 
out of College Park location.  Please call 
301-474-1002 M-F, 8:30-12:00 if avail-
able. 

Need Yard Help?  Shawn (17) and Jer-
emy (16) can help with mowing, raking, 
mulching, and more.  Call 301-474-2002. 

Childcare: Miss Debbie, the Mary Pop-
pins childcare provider of 29 years in 
B.H. is ISO another family.  Will play, 
read, color, do puzzles but no heavy 
housework as your child is more impor-
tant.  Will also watch children on week-
ends and evenings. Call (301)345-7622. 

Berwyn Heights Cleaning:  Cleaning 
your home like my own.  Residential & 
commercial.  References available in 
Berwyn Heights.  Over 10 years profes-
sional experience.  Providing my own 
materials and rational price.  240-645-
5140 or angelalazo1@hotmail.com 

4 Bedroom 2 Bath for rent.  Contact 
Jim Faruki at 703-402-8080 or Jmfa-
ruki@yahoo.com. 

Tutor:  Learning Specialist with vast 
experience helping children with learning 
challenges.  For a free consultation call 
or email Kathy Brosh, 301-474-2002, 
kathybrosh@gmail.com.  References 
available. 

 

COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATIONS 

YOU CAN HELP STOP 
CRIME IF,  

WHEN YOU SEE 
SOMETHING, YOU 
SAY SOMETHING  
TO THE LOCAL  

POLICE  
DEPARTMENT! 

tel:301-646-6938
tel:301-646-6938
http://www.npgcrc.com/pages/BHR.html
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Anthony Schreiber 
301-466-1807 
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TOWN OF BERWYN HEIGHTS 

5700 Berwyn Road 

Berwyn Heights, Maryland 20740-2799 

CARRIER-ROUTE SORTED 

PRESORT STANDARD 

U. S. Postage Paid 

College Park, Maryland 

POSTAL CUSTOMER 

BERWYN HEIGHTS, MARYLAND 

Dated Material — Do Not Delay! 

TOWN INFORMATION 

Town of Berwyn Heights Phone Nos. 
Emergency - Fire Rescue  .........................  9-1-1  

Police (Non-Emergency) …………………  (301) 352-1200  

Police Administrative Office  .....................  (301) 474-6554  

Code Compliance Department  ................  (301) 513-9331  

          Email:  code@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Public Works Department  .........................  (301) 474-6897  

          Email:  publicworks@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Fire Department  ........................................  (301) 474-7866  

Senior Center  ............................................  (301) 474-0018   

Community Center (Gym)  .........................  (301) 345-2808  

Town Office  ...............................................  (301) 474-5000  

         Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Call-A-Bus Reservations …………………. (301) 474-5000  

Mayor and Council 
 

Cheye Calvo  (301) 474-6350 ccalvo@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 
Mayor — Public Safety and Health 
 

Jodie Kulpa-Eddy  (301) 345-1516  jkulpaeddy@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 
Mayor Pro Tem  — Administration 
 

Patti Dennison  (301) 404-2759 pdennison@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 
Councilmember — Parks and Recreation, Education and Civic Affairs 
 

Christopher Rasmussen (612) 432-0710    crasmussen@town.berwyn- 
Councilmember — Code Compliance  heights.md.us 
 

Anthony Schreiber  (301) 466-1807 aschreiber@town.berwyn-heights.md.us  
Councilmember — Public Works 

Regular Trash Collection Schedule 
North of Pontiac…………… Mondays & Thursdays 

South of Pontiac…………… Tuesdays & Fridays 

Heavy Trash Day: 

Weekly on Thursday for North of Pontiac 

Weekly on Friday for South of Pontiac 

Recycling Schedule: 

Wednesdays for the entire Town. 

Town Helpline 
Do you have a suggestion or problem or a 

question on an ordinance, or have a histori-

cal question?  Want to receive meeting 

agendas or minutes by email? 

Email Town at 

contact@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Be assured that your communication 

will be answered promptly 

Watch Council Meetings 
 

On Comcast channel 71 

FIOS channel 12 

 

Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 

at 11:30 a.m. 

or call the Town Office 

Questions or advertising rates — call Administration Department at (301) 474-5000. 

Or email:  emurphy@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Submission deadline is the 15th of the month by 12:00 noon! 

Helen Van Doren, Design & Layout 

Town of Berwyn Heights Website:  http://www.berwyn-heights.com 


