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Volunteer Appreciation 

Dinner 

June 14, 6:30 P.M. 

Town Center 
Each year the Town hosts a catered 
dinner for the people who volunteered 
their time and talent for the betterment of 
Berwyn Heights. In this way, the Town 
seeks to express its gratitude and appre-
ciation for the important contributions 
volunteers make to our community. 

Please call the Town Office at (301) 474
-5000 to make reservations with Admin-
istrative Assistant Yvonne Odoi. 

DOG, CAT, AND FERRET 

RABIES VACCINATION CLINIC 

Prince George’s County 
Health Department is holding 
a rabies clinic for cats, dogs 
and ferrets at the Bowie High 
School, 15200 Annapolis 

Road, on Saturday, June 2, from 10:00 
to 1:00.  The fee is $10.00 per vaccina-
tion.  BRING EXACT CHANGE. 

 Rabies is a fatal disease. 

 Cats, dogs and ferrets must be at 

least 3 months old. 

 Pets must have had shots by 4 

months of age. 

 An adult must bring the pet. 

 Must bring proof of prior rabies vac-

cination. 

 All animals must be secured.  Dogs 

on a leash, cats and ferrets in a 
carrier.  

NINTH ANNUAL 

 

IMPORTANT PEPCO TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

English Speaking  

Customers 

CALL (202) 872-3432  

TO REPORT 

Downed Wires, Burning 
Wires, Struck Poles or 
Life Threatening Electri-

cal System Situations 

CALL (877) 737-2662 TO REPORT 

Power Outages   

CALL (877) 737-2662 TO REPORT 

Report Street Light Out  

(Need Pepco Pole Number and 

house  number of nearest house) 

Hard of Hearing Customers 

TTY (202) 872-2369 

Spanish Speaking Customers 

CALL (202) 872-4641 por  

Servicio en Espanol  

Languages other than English or 

Spanish  

CALL (202) 833-7500 

Customers with Emergency Medical  

or Life Support Equipment or Special 

Needs 

CALL (202) 833-7500 FOR  

Registration to be on Priority List 

   

Wild Fox At Large 

Many Berwyn Heights 
residents have re-
ported seeing a mangy 
fox (or perhaps coy-

ote) roaming the streets on the east side 
of the Town. Prince George's County 
Animal Control does not interfere with 
wild animals and will not trap them. This 
fox seems to suffer from mange, a para-
sitic disease causing the loss of fur 
among animals. It does not appear to be 
aggressive or afraid of people and does 
not pose an immediate threat. Below is 
some general advice on what to do: 

Do not approach the animal or feed it; 

Keep trash can lids tightly secured; 

Keep your pets inside when the fox is in 
the vicinity.   

2012 Election Results 

Total Votes Cast (454 of 1,989 regis-
tered voters (23%) 

Cheye Calvo Mayor   

     357 (79% of votes cast)  

James Wilkinson Mayor Pro Tem 
    213 (47%) 

Rose Almoguera Councilmember 
    158 (35%) 

Patti Dennison Councilmember 
    147 (32%) 

Jodie Kulpa-Eddy Councilmember 
    128 (28%) 
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CM Ahrens reported that Code Depart-
ment activity was focused on rental in-
spections. CM Dennison reported that 
the Education Advisory Committee will 
hold a meeting on March 22 to discuss 
admission to the Talented & Gifted (TAG) 
program at Greenbelt Middle School. 
She also announced that the Indian 
Creek Playground dedication on April 28 
will be attended by press photographers 
and local reporters. TA Murphy reported 
that Pepco was in earlier to inspect the 
electrical wiring in the Town Center to 
determine why the electricity is spiking in 
certain outlets. Spiking electricity has 
caused the new automatic front door of 
the Senior Center to malfunction. Pepco 
was unable to find the cause and will 
send a special services team to look at 
the problem. Mayor Calvo said that 
Pepco contractors were replacing street 
lights on Osage Street last weekend and 
wondered if the Town was notified. TA 
Murphy said that the Town was not noti-
fied but most likely they are installing 
more energy-efficient sodium vapor 
lights. 

Citizen comments: MPT Wilkinson had 
comments from Boys & Girls Club par-
ents about soccer players using the 
hockey rink again. Officer Ignowski is 
checking on it. Soccer players also ap-
pear to be using the baseball field. Fur-
ther, he received a question about where 
sidewalks  would be installed on Cun-
ningham Drive along Pop's Park. MPT 
Wilkinson said that the fence would have 
to be moved further into the park to make 
room for a sidewalk. A sidewalk was also 
requested for the 8500 block of 60th Ave-
nue. Mayor Calvo heard from a resident 
who agreed to take the lead on putting 
together a welcome packet for new resi-
dents. 

Human Relations presentation: Mayor 
Calvo welcomed Michael Lyle, Executive 
Director of the Prince George's County 
Human Relations Commission (HRC). 
Mr. Lyle said that, since having been 
appointed Executive Director in June 
2011, he is reaching out to Prince 
George's County municipalities to intro-
duce himself and his agency. The 
agency consists of 3 full time managers 
and 7 investigative staff, who work with 
13 lay commissioners to investigate and 
adjudicate complaints of unlawful dis-
crimination in the areas of housing, em-
ployment, education, law enforcement, 
public accommodations and finance.  

Mr. Lyle said, before his arrival, the 
agency had been neglected and under-
funded and had a backlog of unresolved 
cases going back to 2004. He has dedi-
cated himself to restructure the Commis-
sion to do a better job. With the adoption 

of new policies and procedures, the 
backlog of cases over 1000 days old has 
been reduced from 31 prior to his arrival 
to 6. Plaintiffs can now expect to have a 
new case resolved in one year or less. 
Productivity is hampered by the fact that 
only 2 out of 13 Commissioner positions 
are currently filled. However, 6 persons 
have been nominated and are awaiting 
appointment. The Commission welcomes 
any referrals of possible candidates. 
Commissioners are volunteers and not 
paid, but he is working on securing a 
stipend for future Commissioners. 

In response to Mayor Calvo, Mr. Lyle 
said that the agency has a work-sharing 
agreement with the federal Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity Commission 
(EEOC). The EEOC litigates only 20% of 
the cases brought before it and sends 
the remainder to local affiliates. The local 
affiliates are paid by the EEOC on the 
basis of completed cases. Most of the 
cases handled by the Human Relations 
Commission are employment related 
(93%), but the focus of the HRC is much 
broader. Next to employment discrimina-
tion cases, it also handles a large num-
ber of fair housing, education, law en-
forcement and finance cases. In addition, 
the HRC has an educational function. It 
tries to inform businesses, governments 
and community organizations about dis-
crimination and how to prevent it. The 
HRC does not adjudicate cases of civil 
rights violations by Prince George's 
County Police. But it can investigate 
such cases and refer them to the Circuit 
Court. 

Mr. Lyle noted that the HRC recently 
moved to the County Administration 
Building and can be reached by phone at 
301-883-6170. The Commission also 
offers training sessions for municipal 
governments and community organiza-
tions costing $1,500 for up to 40 people. 
The cost can be shared between multiple 
interested municipalities and organiza-
tions. 

Candidates' Night moderator: Mayor 
Calvo said that former moderator Tom 
Reynolds has declined to take on the 
role this year since he no longer lives in 
Berwyn Heights. He proposed Danielle 
Glaros, Chief of Staff for County Council-
member Olson, as a possible moderator, 
who would also be a neutral outsider. 
Ms. Glaros has expressed interest when 
he asked her. MPT Wilkinson said that 
he would prefer a Berwyn Heights resi-
dent, but did not oppose Ms. Glaros. The 
other Councilmembers had no objec-
tions. TA Murphy will issue a formal invi-
tation. 

At 7:40 p.m., the Council took a 10 min-
utes break. 

W 
orksession 

March 19, 2012 

 

The meeting was called to 
order at 7:04 p.m. Present were Mayor 
Calvo, Mayor Pro Tem (MPT) Wilkinson, 
Councilmembers (CM) Ahrens, Dennison 
and Kulpa-Eddy. Also present were 
Town Administrator (TA) Murphy, Public 
Works Director Joe Coleman, Public 
Works Administrative Assistant Adrian 
Lockley, Clerk Harper, as well as Direc-
tor of  the Prince George's County Hu-
man Relations Department Michael Lyle. 

1. Mayor 

Agenda: A brief discussion of the Green-
belt Station development was added to 
the Administration agenda. 

Announcements: County Councilmem-
ber Eric Olson will hold a Town Hall 
meeting on March 29, 6:30 p.m. at Park-
dale High School. County Executive 
Baker and several department secretar-
ies will be in attendance. The Boys & 
Girls Club will host a movie night/camp 
out on April 28. 

Calendar: No changes were made. 

Department Reports: Mayor Calvo re-
ported that the County's Department of 
Environmental Resources (DER) has 
again started to enforce their prohibition 
against parking commercial vehicles in 
private driveways. The County's regula-
tion is opposite of the Town's regulation, 
which allows parking of commercial vehi-
cles in driveway's but prohibits on-street 
parking at night. There has been an un-
derstanding with the County that DER 
would not enforce their regulation in Ber-
wyn Heights. Occasional incidents have 
usually been quickly resolved. This time, 
DER staff insisted that they can fine resi-
dents who park their commercial vehicles 
in the driveway because there is no 
memorandum of understanding with Ber-
wyn Heights. Mayor Calvo brought the 
matter to the attention of County Council-
member Olson's office to follow up. Ol-
son Aide Danielle Glaros said that a 
memorandum of understanding may be 
needed to resolve the conflict. 

Mayor Calvo further reported that he 
received comments from 59th Avenue 
residents on the new 7-Eleven store that 
will open at 5815 Greenbelt Road ex-
pressing concern about increased traffic. 
He told them that he would be supportive 
of making 59th Avenue a one-way-out 
street, so that cars could no longer enter 
from Greenbelt Road or from the busi-
nesses located at the intersection. Resi-
dents would have to come in from Semi-
nole Street. 
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Street preservation presentation: 
Mayor Calvo welcomed Public Works 
Director Joe Coleman and Administrative 
Assistant Adrian Lockley for a presenta-
tion on how to preserve and repair Ber-
wyn Heights streets. Director Coleman 
said that he identified 6 areas in the 
Town that are top concerns and need 
attention. His top priority is the 6200 
block of Quebec Place. The street has 
not been paved in more than 20 years 
and preserved with crack sealing. Now 
the road has traverse cracking, slippage 
and erosion along the curb lines. The 
second priority is the 6300 block of Semi-
nole Street, which has all types of crack-
ing and some ravelling. This stretch of 
road needs repairs because there is not 
much of a sub-base. Priority three is the 
the 8500-8600 block of Cunningham 
Drive and priority four the 8400-8500 
blocks of 58th Avenue. Both sections of 
road have many cracks, which will dete-
riorate quickly in a hard winter. The life of 
these streets has also been extended 
with crack-sealing. 

Director Coleman continued that priority 
five comprises miscellaneous sections of 
roads requiring different type of repairs. 
They include the 8300 block of 58th Ave-
nue, which is cracking and has no curbs; 
the intersection of Goucher Drive and 
Marietta Lane, the ramp from Route 193 
onto Edmonston Road, which is ravel-
ling. and the intersection of Edmonston 
Road and Pontiac Street, which is rip-
pling and developing ruts. The State 
Highway Administration (SHA) has 
agreed to pave the intersection of 
Pontiac Street and Kenilworth Avenue 
next year, but afterward wants to transfer 
it to the Town. Mayor Calvo said it can't 
be the Town's responsibility to fix be-
cause it is not in in the Town of Berwyn 
Heights. TA Murphy said that SHA has 
the authority to quick-deed it to the Town 
and is likely to do it. Priority six com-
prises different sections of the Edmon-
ston Road swale. 

Director Coleman pointed out that the 
package also includes a 2009 curb and 
sidewalk survey. Based on this survey, 
he recommends replacing 490 linear feet 
of curbing throughout the Town at a cost 
of approximately $8,800. Further, there 
are approximately 1,366 linear feet of 
existing sidewalks that need repairs. He 
estimates that this would cost approxi-
mately $24,000. These estimates do not 
cover planned future sidewalks along 
Pontiac Street or elsewhere. 

In response to questions, Director Cole-
man said that the streets listed as priori-
ties for repair are mostly those that were 
not repaired in the 1996 road project. 
Most of them only need to be resurfaced 

with perhaps an occasional deep patch. 
Some of them can be preserved with 
crack-sealing. For preservation, the fo-
cus should be on the most heavily used 
roads, including 58th   and 60th Avenues, 
Pontiac Street and Edmonston Road. If 
all the roads listed under repair priorities 
1-6 were batched together for one pro-
ject, it would cost an estimated 
$703,000, based on prices the Town 
paid for the Seminole/Ruatan Street pro-
ject last year. The estimate does include 
sidewalks, in locations where he be-
lieves the Council to place them. Without 
sidewalks, the project would cost ap-
proximately $45,000 less. 

Director Coleman further explained that 
the 8300 block of 58th Avenue serves 
only one residence and was built without 
a sub-base. It has sections that are sink-
ing because groundwater collects there. 
On the south side of the Edmonston 
Road/Pontiac Street intersection the 
asphalt is rippling because of the fre-
quent stopping and starting of heavy 
buses. The contractor recommends re-
placing the area with concrete. 

Mayor Calvo said that he would like to 
take a longer view and determine what it 
would cost to complete a full rotation of 
street repairs. To make that determina-
tion one needs to obtain separate unit 
costs on a per mile basis for renovating 
roads versus curbs and gutters. In addi-
tion, he would like to know the mileage 
for the project that encompasses the 
priorities outlined tonight, as well as the 
mileage for the next projects. Director 
Coleman said that he does not have this 
information tonight and would like to 
consult with the Town engineer about 
this. 

In response to MPT Wilkinson, Director 
Coleman said that some deteriorating 
sections on 56th Avenue, 58th Avenue 
and Ruatan Street can be crack-sealed 
and patched to preserve them. A half 
block patch of base course asphalt on 
the 6100 block of Seminole Street will be 
redone by WSSC contractors in spring. 
Further, Seminole Place has a tempo-
rary patch the County applied after it 
installed a new storm water catch basin. 
So far, the County has declined to come 
back for a permanent patch. Mayor 
Calvo suggested calling Councilmember 
Olson's office to get action.  

Mayor Calvo summed up that he would 
like Public Works to update the map that 
rates the conditions of Town streets and 
obtain a unit cost for standard road re-
pairs. This would be the basis for coming 
up with a price to renovate the entire 
Town over a 20-25 year period. He 
would also like to have a cost estimate 
for crack sealing. Regardless of cost, 

this work should go forward as soon as 
possible. CM Dennison said that a larger 
street project might be bonded instead of 
paid for in cash. MPT Wilkinson said that 
estimates for sidewalks should be in-
cluded in cost estimates for resurfacing 
the road because it would likely be 
cheaper if the work was done together. 
Mayor Calvo said he agrees with getting 
estimates for sidewalks, as long as they 
are part of the priorities the Council iden-
tified. However, whenever sidewalks are 
built surveying is necessary to delineate 
the Town's right-of-way. 

Nothing was discussed under 2. Code 
Compliance, 3. Parks & Recreation, 4. 

Public Safety, and 5. Public Works. 

6. Administration 

Variance application – 8415 57th Ave-
nue: Mayor Calvo welcomed Walter 
Fava, who was seeking the Council's 
approval for a variance application. Mr. 
Fava explained that he plans to build a 
portico at the front entrance to keep 
snow and ice off the front steps. This will 
make it easier to get his 83 year old 
mother in and out of the house in winter. 
The project entails installing new decking 
over the deteriorated concrete stoop to 
make the entrance flush with front door, 
as well as adding an A-framed roof to 
cover the decking. However, the new 
structure will encroach on the required 
25' front yard setback from which he is 
seeking an exception. 

Mayor Calvo said that from his perspec-
tive, granting this variance makes perfect 
sense. He asked for a motion to approve 
the variance. MPT Wilkinson so moved. 
CM Dennison seconded. The motion 
passed 5 to 0. 

Greenbelt Metro Area Sector Plan up-
date: CM Kulpa-Eddy said that she at-
tended the last Greenbelt Metro Area 
sector plan meeting, at which the plans 
for the north core were discussed in de-
tail. The current conceptual site plan 
calls for a high-density, mixed-use devel-
opment, including 1,300 dwelling units, 
1.1 million square feet of retail, 1.2 mil-
lion of office space and 12,000 parking 
places. Some parts of the development 
could be 12 stories high. North College 
Park was unhappy with the plans be-
cause it would be the most impacted. It 
was opposed to another connector to 
their neighborhood. The second option is 
a GSA or other major employer. It calls 
for one big building or a campus of 2-4 
smaller buildings housing the same 
amount of offices but would not have 
retail or residential components. It would 
only have up to 8,000 parking spaces. 
There are concerns that the security for a 
government office complex would inter-
fere with easy access to the Metro sta-
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tion. However, planners assured partici-
pants that access would not be im-
pacted.  

CM Kulpa-Eddy had the impression that 
the second option is the more likely, and 
asked whether Berwyn Heights has a 
preference for one or the other option. 
The advantage of the first option is that it 
would bring new retail outlets to the area 
and thus more tax revenues, as well as 
the possibility of senior housing units. 
However, the option would also have a 
greater impact on surrounding communi-
ties and bring more traffic. With both 
options the Beltway interchange will 
likely be upgraded. 

MPT Wilkinson preferred the second 
option because it would bring high in-
come earners to the area and increase 
home values. This would also increase 
income tax revenues. He believes that 
the area does not need more retail, al-
though perhaps better retail outlets. 
Mayor Calvo thought that, in general, 
Prince George's County should have 
more Metro-oriented development be-
cause it builds up the tax base. This is 
what happened in other wealthy Wash-
ington suburbs. One employer would 
limit development options. However, he 
believes that Berwyn Heights should not 
take a position without having a better 
understanding of where Greenbelt and 
College Park stand. Greenbelt, in par-
ticular, has detailed site plan approval 
and will more or less decide what hap-
pens there. CM Kulpa-Eddy said that 
Mayor Davis did not take a position at 
the meeting. The next meeting will look 
more closely at the south core and the 
subsequent meeting will be the final 
meeting at which input can be given and 
preferences expressed. 

Council chamber layout: Mayor Calvo 
asked Clerk Harper to present options 
for the layout of the Council chamber in 
connection with the planned upgrade to 
the Town's audio-visual system. Clerk 
Harper said that she identified 2 versions 
for a center-room layout, more suitable 
for worksessions, and 2 versions for a 
corner layout, which might be preferable 
for Town meetings. To determine which 
option is preferable a number of criteria 
need to be taken into consideration. 
These include: Councilmembers views of 
each other, traffic flow, and placement of 
the podium, monitor, service tables and 
the mixer. If the mixer is placed into an-
other room additional money for wiring 
and hiring an operator may need to be 
spent. While some configurations require 
special tables only available from a cer-
tain manufacturer, all layouts would re-
quire two 6' tables, two 5' tables and one 
transition table of one kind or another. 

Mayor Calvo said that he wanted to 
make the corner layout work but has 
given up on it, because it would take up 
more room, require extra tables that 
would have to be stored, and make set-
ting up more complicated. When he 
thought about it the most important crite-
ria for him is whether the Council is com-
fortable during worksessions,which take 
up most of the Council's time. Another 
important consideration is where to place 
the monitor, on which presentations 
would be shown, so it can be easily seen 
by all participants. With 3 ceiling 
mounted cameras, a center room layout 
as well as other configurations can be 
covered. 

MPT Wilkinson said he likes the corner 
configuration because Councilmembers 
can see each other and leave plenty of 
room for the audience. He believes it 
would work both for Town meetings and 
worksessions. CM Ahrens noted that a 
different setup would still be needed for 
Town meetings, even it is the same as 
the current one. Mayor Calvo said he 
does not object to trying out different 
layouts. However, most can be done with 
four rectangular tables and perhaps one 
transition table.  

The Council agreed to design the room 
for worksessions but so as to accommo-
date different configurations. Clerk 
Harper was given permission to pur-
chase at 4 rectangular tables and a tran-
sition table, as well as better, but fewer 
chairs that fit the meeting tables. Two 
monitors for slide show presentations 
were considered for each of the shorter 
walls. 

7. Executive Session (9:45 – 9:50 p.m.) 

On a motion by MPT Wilkinson and sec-
ond by CM Dennison, the Council went 
into executive session to choose a citizen 
of the year. With the decision made, MPT 
Wilkinson moved and CM Dennison 
moved to end the executive session. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 p.m. 

Kerstin Harper, Town Clerk 

 

B 
udget Worksession 

March 26, 2012 

 

The meeting was called to 
order at 7:05 p.m. Present were Mayor 
Calvo, MPT Wilkinson, CMs Ahrens Den-
nison and Kulpa-Eddy. Also present were 
Town Administrator (TA) Murphy and 
Clerk Harper. 

1. Budget 

Health insurance: Mayor Calvo said that 

the Town Administrator's proposed FY 
2012 budget had a $16,000 surplus, 
which the Council hoped to be able to 
spend on items not funded. However, TA 
Murphy has received information on 
health insurance, which may consume a 
large part of the surplus. 

TA Murphy explained that the FY 2013 
proposed budget for health insurance of 
$112,000 was based on a projected 
6.8% increase. This is the result of the 
Town moving into a higher bracket for an 
older workforce. The 6.8% increase 
could have been funded from the unused 
portion of the FY 2012 health insurance 
budget. However, he recently received 
information from the insurer that shows a 
9.6 % increase in premiums in January 
and another 9.6% increase in April. Con-
tinuing the trend, he has budgeted an-
other 9.6% increase for the next quarter. 
The higher premiums will push the re-
quired health insurance appropriation to 
$121,000. To keep the health insurance 
increase down, he looked into a higher 
deductible plan of $2,000/$4,000. How-
ever, this would require increasing the 
Health Reimbursement Account (HRA), 
from which an employee can pay his 
deductibles, by $21,000. The higher HRA 
contribution could be funded by 1) mov-
ing the unused portion of this year's 
health insurance appropriation into the 
HRA by budget amendment; and 2) 
changing the employer/employee contri-
bution ratio to the HRA, capping the 
Town's contribution at the current 
$1,200/$2,400 ratio and having the em-
ployee pay for the rest. 

Mayor Calvo said that it is difficult to 
budget for health insurance because one 
budgets for the unknown. The Town usu-
ally receives the following year's health 
insurance rates in early May but has to 
put together a budget in February. Re-
viewing the combined health insurance 
and HRA budget for the last 3 years 
shows a $20,000 decrease from FY 2010 
to FY 2011, then a $10,000 increase 
from FY 2011 to FY 2012, and another 
$24,000 increase from FY 2012 to FY 
2013. None of these increases comes 
close to the 29% increase TA Murphy 
projects for FY 2013 based on three con-
secutive quarterly increases of 9.6%. 
Mayor Calvo does not believe it likely 
that there will be another 9.6% increase 
in July. Hence, the proposed health in-
surance appropriation of $112,000 
should be sufficient. However, another 
$9,000 from surplus could be earmarked 
for health insurance in case the rate in-
crease does occur. Mayor Calvo also 
asked that health/dental/vision/life insur-
ance appropriation be broken into into 
separate line items to be able to track 
each expenditure separately. 
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Mayor Calvo continued that he prefers 
not to switch to a higher deductible plan 
and increase the HRA contribution. In-
creasing the HRA account by $20,000 
would cost more than it would generate 
in lower premium savings. Setting up the 
HRA account initially generated large 
savings in premiums and is a plus for 
employees because they get reimbursed 
for their co-pays. However, the em-
ployee utilization rate of the HRA has 
gone down. 

Outstanding budget issues: TA Murphy 
provided additional information on ex-
penditures the Council flagged at the last 
budget worksession. The Town sells 
rolls of clear plastic yard waste bags, 
which are otherwise available at local 
supermarkets and home improvement 
stores. It purchases the rolls in lots of 20 
cartons for a unit price of $1.89 per roll, 
and resells them for $2.50 per roll. An-
nual sales are approximately 80 rolls 
generating $200 per year. MPT Wilkin-
son questioned the usefulness of  this 
service because it takes up employee 
time and does not earn much money. 
Further, the availability of the bags is not 
advertised, and only those residents who 
know about them benefit. TA Murphy 
said, like the postal counter and amuse-
ment ticket sales, it is a service residents 
like having in Town. No changes were 
made to the program.  

The Public Works building budget pro-
vides for 3 space heaters in the shed to 
keep road salt and other materials stored 
there from deteriorating. Space heaters 
requested for main building were not 
funded in the proposed budget. MPT 
Wilkinson marked this item for future 
funding. The network  support/software 
appropriation initially provided $875 for 
setting up a Public Works website, which 
the Council deleted. The remaining $575 
is for upgrading the office computers to 
Windows 7. CM Kulpa-Eddy noted that 
only $300 is budgeted for Windows 7 
upgrades in the Administration Depart-
ment. The Council agreed that com-
puters and software should be budgeted 
and purchased on a Town-wide, not a 
departmental basis. This should ensure 
a better price and resolve the issue of 
incompatible software within the Town. 
Mayor Calvo requested a memorandum 
outlining a plan for upgrading computers 
and software Town-wide, as well as an 
inventory of existing IT equipment. 

The capital projects budget may require 
a $40,000 appropriation to pay the 
Town's share towards a new Four Cities 
Coalition street sweeper. The sweeper 
currently in use is breaking down more 
and more often and has to be taken out 
of state to be fixed. The Four Cities want 
to buy a better quality sweeper for 

$200,000 in the coming fiscal year. The 
Town does not need and does not get 
the sweeper as much as its larger 
neighbors, but nonetheless pays 1/4 of 
the purchase price and annual mainte-
nance. It also pays a pro-rated share of 
the operator's salary, who is a City of 
Greenbelt employee. Berwyn Heights in 
the past has considered hiring a contrac-
tor to do the Town's street sweeping, and 
may want to opt out of the Four Cities 
program. TA Murphy said the Council 
may want to consider purchasing its own 
sweeper, which would likely have a 
longer life span if only used in Town once 
a month. Mayor Calvo commented that 
he objects to having to continue to pay 
the operator's salary even when the 
sweeper is out for repairs, as it is now. 
He wants the employee to spend this 
time helping Berwyn Heights keep the 
Town clean.  

At 8:10 p.m., the Council took a 5 minute 
break. 

Budget summary: Mayor Calvo said that 
the reserve and surplus lines in the one-
page budget summary are too compli-
cated and have mistakes. They should 
simply show how much money is in the 
various reserves and what the amount of 
the available surplus is. However, the 
surplus remains healthy and leaves room 
to finance some needed capital items. 

Facility needs: TA Murphy presented an 
updated list of facility needs, which in-
cludes capital items and some items that 
would normally be financed from mainte-
nance & repair appropriations in the op-
erational budget. 

Municipal building capital expenditures: 
replacement the roof ($10,200); gutters 
and downspouts; parking lot resurfacing; 
new council chamber furnace ($3,000). 
Town Center capital expenditures: new 
attic fan ($8,000); new large air condi-
tioner ($15,000); media center conver-
sion ($16,000); senior center electrical 
wiring, which may be a fire hazard; can-
opy ($7,000); new roof ($30,000). 
Public Works building capital expendi-
tures: new roofs, with lean-to roof as top 
priority ($3,000); repointing and painting 
garage ($3,000); thermal windows; space 
heaters. 

The Council discussed the capital needs 
and identified priorities to be financed 
from surplus: 

1. Replace electric wiring in Senior 
Center (this year’s budget) 

2. Replace roof, gutters and down-
spouts on municipal building 
(possibly in conjunction with 
Public Works roofs); 

3. Replace canopy on Town Cen-

ter back stairs (possibly include 
better lighting); 

4. Convert media center into 
meeting space (include side-
walk repair at entrance); 

5. Install insulated doors; 

6. Replace apron in rear parking 
lot. 

MPT Wilkinson moved to restore funding 
for 3 space heaters in the Public Works 
building. CM Dennison seconded. The 
motion passed 5 to 0. TA Murphy was 
asked to make a list of capital equip-
ment, such as furnaces, air conditioners, 
fans, etc. and their replacement cost. He 
was also reminded to obtain estimates 
for sidewalk surveys and other capital 
projects to be financed from the Public 
Safety Reserve. Mayor Calvo recalled 
that the Council had agreed to fund a 
salary increase for an employee who is 
routinely performing work above his 
grade level. 

Gas Prices: TA Murphy provided esti-
mates for gas expenditures for each 
department from $4.00 per gallon to 
$4.50 per gallon. At $4.00 per gallon 
total gas expenditures would be 
$36,000. At $4.50 per gallon, total gas 
expenditures would be $45,500. Each 10 
cent increase in the gas price would add 
$1,100 in expenditures. 

Announcements: CM Kulpa-Eddy re-
ported that at the last Greenbelt Metro 
Sector Plan meeting she attended, the 
two options for development of the north 
core were further defined. The GSA/
Major Employer option now identifies the 
FBI as the major employer. In either 
case, zoning changes are proposed for 
Berwyn Heights: the Weygandt Building 
would be zoned mixed-use/office/open 
space and PG Scrap would be zoned 
open space. TA Murphy noted that the 
Town would lose important tax revenues 
if PG scrap is turned into park land. TA 
Murphy was requested to schedule M-
NCPPC Planning Coordinator Chad Wil-
liams to brief the Council on the pro-
posed changes before April 19. County 
Councilmember Olson’s Aide Danielle 
Glaros will also be asked to attend. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:22 p.m. 

Kerstin Harper, Town Clerk 

W 
orksession 

April 2, 2012 

 

The meeting was called to 
order at 7:00 p.m. Present were Mayor 
Calvo, Mayor Pro Tem (MPT) Wilkinson, 
Councilmembers Ahrens, Dennison and 
Kulpa-Eddy. Also present were Town 
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Administrator (TA) Murphy and Clerk 
Harper. 

1. Mayor 

Announcements: The Maryland presi-
dential primaries will take place on April 3 
at Berwyn Heights Elementary School 
(BHES).  

Calendar: A public hearing on cable-
related needs will be held at the April 11 
Town meeting in connection with the 
Comcast franchise renewal negotiations. 

Volunteer appreciation dinner 
(discussed out of order): June 14 was 
set as the date for the dinner. 

Minutes: On a motion by MPT Wilkinson 
and second by CM Ahrens, the March 12 
budget worksession minutes were ap-
proved 5 to 0. On a motion by CM 
Ahrens and second by CM Dennison, the 
March 19 worksession minutes were 
approved 5 to 0. The March 14 Town 
meeting minutes was provided for ap-
proval at the April Town meeting. 

Department reports: Mayor Calvo re-
ported that County Councilmember Ol-
son’s Town meeting was well attended, 
including by 4 Berwyn Heights Council-
members. Most County agency directors 
were present and he had the opportunity 
to speak to many of them. Tonight, the 
State legislature will meet in conference 
to reconcile the budget. The Senate has 
modified the Highway User Revenue 
(HUR) appropriation, which will bring the 
municipal portion back to last year’s 
level. It is likely to increase Berwyn 
Heights share by $13,000. Also tonight, 
the Governor’s supplemental budget will 
be released. 

MPT Wilkinson reported that Public 
Works mulched Pop’s Park and repaired 
a section of sidewalk on Pontiac Street at 
60th Avenue. Director Coleman is getting 
roof replacement estimates for the 3 Pub-
lic Works buildings in preparation for the 
next worksession. April 28 is the starting 
date when Berwyn Heights residents can 
bring their electronic recyclables to the 
Greenbelt Public Works yard. 

CM Dennison announced upcoming 
events, including a Berwyn Heights Day 
planning meeting on April 5, Talent Show 
on April 13, BHES garden cleanup on 
April 14 and opening of Indian Creek 
playground on April 28. Requests to open 
the playground early have been declined 
by Park & Planning’s project manager 
because picnic tables and a different 
surface still have to be installed. CM 
Ahrens reported that Code Director Solo-
mon broke her foot and is in a cast. She 
took a few days off but was back at work 
today. Code patrols and rental inspec-

tions continued to be made by the part-
time officers.  

Mayor Calvo noted that Councilmember 
Olson’s office followed up on his com-
plaint about the County enforcing com-
mercial vehicle parking in Town in con-
travention to Berwyn Heights regula-
tions. The Department of Environmental 
Regulations (DER) has since stopped 
the activity. However, Mayor Calvo 
would like to pursue a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the County regarding 
code enforcement. A meeting with the 
Commercial District Management Au-
thority (CDMA) is scheduled for May 1, 2 
p.m. for advice on the Public Safety Tax-
ing District budget. The CDMA needs 
additional members. Mayor Calvo sug-
gested asking the owner of the Raleigh 
Inn and the manager of SECU to join. 

Citizen Comments: Mayor Calvo re-
ceived several comments from residents 
of 59th Avenue after the 7-Eleven pres-
entation at the last Town meeting. Most 
of them are in favor of making 59th Ave-
nue one-way-out to prevent 7-Eleven 
traffic from cutting through their 
neighborhood. He also received a num-
ber of comments on the reconstructed 
Indian Creek playground. Most com-
ments were positive but some said that it 
is already being used, including by skate 
boarders, although it is not yet open. 
There were a couple of comments on the 
need for a number with which to reach 
Berwyn Heights police directly.  

CM Dennison had a comment about no 
photo ID being needed to vote in any 
election in Maryland. MPT Wilkinson 
received comments on littering, the need 
for more sidewalks, the County non-
emergency dispatch number being inef-
fectual, and complaints about smoking in 
Public Works vehicles. 

Greenbelt Station South Core devel-
opment agreement: Mayor Calvo ex-
plained that SunTrust Bank, which now 
owns the south core, wants to modify the 
agreement that compensates Berwyn 
Heights for the impacts of the develop-
ment. The main change is a decoupling 
of the north and south core, as the north 
core is still owned by WMATA. Mayor 
Calvo said that decoupling should not be 
a problem because the Town’s agree-
ment was tied to the south core. In addi-
tion, the revised agreement would 
change the manner in which the com-
pensation is made. Instead of receiving 
$½ million upon the first and final out 
sale of town homes, the compensation 
would now be received on a per unit 
basis. While, overall, there are fewer 
residential units and less retail than un-
der the old plan, it does not affect the 
amount of the compensation. Some 

compensation in the revised agreement 
will be tied to retail. 

Mayor Calvo continued that Town Attor-
ney Shay has reviewed the proposed 
agreement and has suggested that 
some clarifications be made. The first 
clarification concerns the trigger for com-
pensation payment. Mayor Calvo 
thought that the trigger should be the 
sale of the property to the builder, which 
is the earliest possible date. The Council 
had no objections. Another clarification 
proposed by Attorney Shay, which 
should be included, is that “the agree-
ment be treated as a covenant that runs 
with the land as a lien.”  

CM Kulpa-Eddy raised the issue of the 
developer being allowed to purchase 
properties along Branchville Avenue and 
make improvements under paragraph 2 
of the agreement. She asked which 
properties they might want to buy.  
Mayor Calvo said the likely target is PG 
Scrap. The previous developers already 
purchased the Hercules Fence and All 
Star properties for development. How-
ever, the plans were not carried out and 
the properties may now be in receiver-
ship. CM Kulpa-Eddy worried that the re-
development of these properties will 
result in a loss of tax revenues for Ber-
wyn Heights and, as a result, threaten 
the viability of the Public Safety Taxing 
District. 

Mayor Calvo noted that the provision 
continues to give the Town the right to 
approve access to Branchville Road and 
review any plans for redevelopment. 

TA Murphy said he would like to see the 
compensation trigger further clarified, in 
case SunTrust does not sell the south 
core properties to a builder. Mayor Calvo 
said that language could be added to 
state that compensation payments will 
be tied to the time when building com-
mences if the property is not sold. Fur-
thermore, the agreement should provide 
for the recording of the agreement. 
Mayor Calvo thought that the developer 
should be required to record it. The next 
steps are for the Town to send the 
agreement back with the modifications 
discussed tonight, and then to formally 
review and approve the agreement 
when it comes back with the requested 
modifications made. 

Greenbelt Area sector plan amend-
ment: Mayor Calvo said that Planning 
Coordinator Chad Williams and Olson 
Legislative Aide Danielle Glaros were 
invited to discuss the sector plan tonight 
but were unable to come. He asked CM 
Kulpa-Eddy, who has attended the sec-
tor plan workshops, to brief the Council 
on the changes proposed for Berwyn 
Heights. CM Kulpa-Eddy noted that the 
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apartment complex can be constructed 
with soundproof walls that screen out 
the train noise. MPT Wilkinson and CM 
Dennison did not think residential units 
would be a good use near the railroad 
tracks. 

Mayor Calvo said that the Council could 
state its preferences at the April 16 
worksession, at which Mr. Williams and 
Ms. Glaros will be present. CM Kulpa-
Eddy recommended that the Town pro-
vide information on the tax revenue it 
earns from the Branchville Road busi-
nesses to support its case for MXT zon-
ing. 

National Harbor gaming: MPT Wilkin-
son stated that he would like the Town 
take a position against legislation now in 
front of the State Assembly that would 
permit gambling at National Harbor. The 
supporters of the legislation say that 
gambling is needed because it brings in 
needed revenue. However, revenue is 
usually less than projected. He further 
believes that gambling is morally wrong 
because it disproportionally preys on 
people with low income and low educa-
tion. It often leads low-income earners to 
waste money that they need for more 
important things. 

CM Ahrens said that he is for allowing 
gambling. The proposed location at Na-
tional Harbor is a classy setting and 
likely to attract people of all incomes. 
Further, it is a good source of revenue 
and is popular with the people. If it goes 
to a referendum, it will win in a landslide. 
County Executive Baker has changed 
his position on it and is now in favor. CM 
Dennison said that she is vehemently 
opposed to gambling in Prince George's 
County. However, she didn't think the 
Town needs to take a stand because the 
legislation is not likely to pass the House 
of Delegates. CM Kulpa-Eddy said that 
she also is opposed to bringing gam-
bling to Prince George's County, espe-
cially since a large gambling site is 
opening up at Arundel Mills. Gambling is 
likely to increase the demand for pawn 
shops, which the Council has opposed 
in the past. 

Mayor Calvo said that the Senate 
passed the bill and the House is wres-
tling with it. County Executive Baker is 
pushing hard to get the legislation ap-
proved and may well be able to swing 
the House vote. In addition, the Mayor of 
Baltimore has reversed her position and 
is now supporting it, making it likely that 
the Baltimore delegation will support the 
legislation.  Personally, he is opposed to 
gambling and would vote against it in a 
referendum. However, he does not be-
lieve that the Town taking a position 
would make a difference this late in the 

zoning maps provided as background do 
not show the changes discussed at the 
meeting. Mayor Calvo said that the map 
showing the existing zoning is correct. 
The Branchville Road properties most 
affected by the Greenbelt Station devel-
opment are zoned MXT (Mixed Use 
Transportation Oriented), while the 
Ballew Avenue properties are zoned 
light industrial. 

CM Kulpa-Eddy said that nothing has 
been decided yet. The planners want to 
get Berwyn Height’s input on what its 
preferences are. The proposed zoning 
for Berwyn Heights is somewhat differ-
ent under the GSA/Major Employer and 
Mixed Use scenarios. While the first 
would leave zoning in Berwyn Heights 
essentially unchanged, under the Mixed 
Use scenario the PG Scrap property is 
proposed to become open space.  

Mayor Calvo asked what the Council’s 
preference is regarding the zoning of PG 
Scrap. CM Kulpa-Eddy said that she 
prefers MXT, allowing residential and 
commercial shopping uses. She does 
not want open space, which would likely 
result in a loss of revenue. Mayor Calvo 
agreed. MXT zoning for Branchville 
Road would leave the properties open 
for future development. If PG scrap were 
designated as open space no developer 
would buy it. A senior housing develop-
ment would be an appropriate use on 
Branchville Avenue. He liked the pro-
posal for senior housing on the former 
Hercules Fence property because of the 
ease of access. MPT Wilkinson said that 
he has no objection to PG Scrap remain-
ing at this location, which is very con-
venient for Public Works’ metal recycling 
program. However, he believes that this 
is valuable land and likely to bought up 
and redeveloped in the next 10 years. 
CM Dennison said she did not mind the 
property becoming open space for the 
creation of athletic fields or other recrea-
tional usage. 

Regarding Ballew Avenue, Mayor Calvo 
thought light industrial zoning is appro-
priate. However at the entrance to Lake 
Artemesia along 55th Avenue, he would 
support a mixed-use designation. He 
can envision a mix of office and residen-
tial units there. CM Kulpa-Eddy said 
that, if the GSA/major employer scenario 
becomes a reality, demand for more 
office space is likely to go up as contrac-
tors and vendors seek to locate in the 
vicinity. They might become interested in 
renting offices in the Weygandt Building 
or developing more office space. TA 
Murphy said that senior housing may 
also work in that area and was proposed 
when the industrial area was studied for 
redevelopment several years ago. An 

game. He prefers to take positions on 
matters that more directly affect Berwyn 
Heights. 

MPT Wilkinson felt that taking a stand is 
a moral obligation of civic leaders to pro-
tect the most vulnerable among us, and 
should not be affected by the likely out-
come. He believes weighing in on the 
issue may sway District 21 delegates 
who are on the fence. Mayor Calvo said 
that anyone can take a position against it 
individually but thinks there is a higher 
standard for the Town to take a stand 
collectively. No position was taken. 

Four Cities agenda: The discussion 
was postponed. 

Public Safety Taxing District budget: 
Mayor Calvo said that he wanted the 
Council to have a look at the PSTD 
budget before it is introduced on April 11. 
TA Murphy explained that, on the reve-
nue side, he budgeted real property and 
personal property tax receipts on the 
basis of FY 2012 actuals. He did not get 
a response from the Department of As-
sessment & Taxation regarding his chal-
lenge of commercial property assess-
ments. On the expenditure side, most of 
the budget goes to salaries & wages. 
Overtime wages have been capped at 
$3,200.  Social Security and Pension 
Fund contributions are covered in this 
budget, but not health, dental, vision and 
life insurance, which continue to be paid 
from the general fund. The PSTD has a 
fund balance of $40,000, which has ac-
cumulated since this special taxing dis-
trict was implemented. 

Mayor Calvo said that this budget now 
fully pays for the expenses related to one 
police officer, which is Detective Unger. 
This is appropriate because Detective 
Unger spends a lot of time investigating 
crimes associated with the commercial 
district. Mayor Calvo recalled that Chief 
Antolik requested 2 police vehicles for 
the coming year, the second of which 
was intended for Detective Unger. He is 
open to funding the second police vehi-
cle from the surplus. However, a decision 
must be made by April 12, the deadline 
for reserving the police vehicle. This ve-
hicle would be an unmarked vehicle and 
cost around $27,000, leaving $13,000 as 
surplus. 

MPT Wilkinson asked if the PSTD sur-
plus could be used for street-scaping on 
the 5800 block of Greenbelt Road, where 
the Council is considering making 59th 
Avenue one-way-out or for sidewalks. 
Mayor Calvo said that these funds can 
only be spent on police and fire services 
according to the statute. In addition, the 
Commercial District Management Au-
thority (CDMA) has to approve the 
budget and would have to sign off on 
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that. MPT Wilkinson said that he wants 
to have a closer look at the language in 
the statute to see if there is room for 
interpretation. TA Murphy was asked to 
provide a copy of the statute as well the 
memorandum describing the condition of 
all police vehicles. TA Murphy was also 
authorized to reserve a police vehicle, 
which is not a commitment to purchase. 

2. Parks and Recreation 

Volunteer appreciation date: Dis-
cussed under Mayor's agenda. 

Nothing was discussed under 3. Public 

Safety. 

4. Public Works 

Street sweeper: MPT Wilkinson asked 
if TA Murphy has obtained an estimate 
for the sidewalks survey. TA Murphy 
said he has not been given the estimate 
details he asked for. However, he has 
received a preliminary estimate of 
$21,000 to survey all sidewalk locations 
identified by the Council. As this was 
considered a very good price, TA Mur-
phy is to get this proposal in writing so 
the Council can vote to approve it at the 
next meeting. TA Murphy noted that the 
survey only defines where the Town's 
right-of-way is. Thereafter, a preliminary 
design plan will have to be commis-
sioned to find out how the sidewalks 
would be constructed taking into account 
obstacles and slopes. 

MPT Wilkinson asked to postpone the 
street sweeping discussion until the cost 
estimates for outsourcing, which the 
Council considered at a previous meet-
ing, are in hand. The purchase of a new 
street sweeper will be discussed at the 
April 25 Four Cities Coalition meeting. 

Kenilworth Avenue pedestrian cross-
ing: MPT Wilkinson explained that the 
State Highway Administration (SHA) is 
in the process of upgrading the traffic 
lights at the Kenilworth Avenue/Pontiac 
Street intersection. A traffic light has 
been installed on a pedestrian traffic 
island, which is still under wraps but 
appears to have four lights on it. He is 
worried that the forth light is red turn 
arrow for regulating right turning traffic, 
which might lead to long backups on 
Pontiac Street. He has asked TA Mur-
phy to find out what the function of this 
traffic light is before it is activated. 

TA Murphy said that he has contacted 
SHA, which has provided him a blue 
print describing the functions of the light. 
According to the plans, the light in ques-
tion is a pedestrian signal to cross the 
right turn lane and has a “signal head, 
countdown pedestrian signal head and 
audible/tactile pedestrian push button 
station.” TA Murphy further noted that 

the crumbling intersection is scheduled 
for renovation in 2014. SHA might then 
quick-deed the land to Berwyn Heights, 
making the Town responsible for future 
upkeep. Once it has been deeded to the 
Town, the Town can annex it. 

5. Administration 

Bulletin cover: The following items were 
approved for the May Bulletin cover: Ber-
wyn Heights Day theme, announcements 
for Town Council election, swearing-in 
and reception, jumps for budget hearing 
and Memorial Day schedule. 

Employee appreciation lunch: July 27 
was set as the date for the employee 
lunch. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:42 p.m. 

 

Kerstin Harper, Town Clerk 

 

B 
udget Worksession 

April 9, 2012 

 

The meeting was called to 
order at 7:03 p.m. Present were Mayor 
Calvo, MPT Wilkinson, CMs Ahrens Den-
nison and Kulpa-Eddy. Also present 
were Town Administrator (TA) Murphy 
and Clerk Harper. 

1. Announcements 

This is the last budget worksession be-
fore the introduction of the FY 2013 
budget. Mayor Calvo will serve on a 
panel on Race Relations & Public Safety 
on April 26 at Flowers High School. MPT 
Wilkinson will attend a National Safe 
Routes to School grant workshop on May 
22 in Hurlock. The annual Talent Show 
will take place on April 13, a school gar-
den cleanup on April 14, and a meeting 
of the Prince George's Municipal Elected 
Women on April 14. 

2. Budget 

Budget summary: The Council reviewed 
a revised one-page budget summary. 
The summary still has a problem with the 
estimated FY 2012 surplus, which will 
have to be resolved when the FY 2013 
budget is introduced. Further, capital 
spending decisions the Council made at 
the March 26 budget worksession are 
not yet reflected in the summary, includ-
ing: 

 $13,000 new roof and downspouts 

for the municipal building 

 $16,000 for media center conversion 

 $7,000 for new canopy for the Town 

Center stairs 

MPT Wilkinson moved and CM Denni-
son seconded to appropriate $36,000 
from surplus for these capital projects. 
The motion passed 5 to 0. 

 $1,000 for 3 space heaters at the 

Public Works building were appro-
priated at the last budget workses-
sion 

This brings the beginning FY 2013 fund 
balance or surplus available to $16,123. 

Promotion: The Council discussed fund-
ing the promotion of an employee who 
routinely performs duties beyond his 
grade level. Mayor Calvo proposed to 
bring the employee from a grade 6 
(crewman 3) to a grade 10 (supervisor of 
operations) over multiple years. For the 
next year, the promotion might be to 
grade 8, costing $5,000 including bene-
fits. If the employee continues to perform 
well, the next promotion could be made 
the following year. Additional money 
might be appropriated to train the em-
ployee for the position with greater re-
sponsibilities.  

CM Kulpa-Eddy asked if the supervisor 
of operations position needs to be adver-
tised so that other employees might also 
apply for it. She worried that the Town 
might be opening itself up to lawsuits if 
the position is not advertised. Mayor 
Calvo said that there is no vacancy to 
advertise. The position is only filled, 
when there is someone who is eligible 
for it. It is a job billet, not a vacancy. The 
action   would thus fund the promotion of 
an employee for a job he has performed 
over the last year but for which he was 
not recognized. Nonetheless, TA Murphy 
will consult with Town's liability insurance 
if this is a potential problem. 

MPT Wilkinson moved and CM Ahrens 
seconded, to appropriate $5,500 for the 
promotion and training of a qualified em-
ployee. The motion was approved 5 to 0. 

Gasoline: The Council at the last work-
session expressed concern about 
whether enough money was appropri-
ated for gas & oil. The proposed budget 
assumes an average gasoline price of 
$4.00 per gallon for regular grade gaso-
line and $4.50 for diesel. Every increase 
of 5 cents in price of gasoline would add 
$930 to the gas & oil budget, every 10-
cent increase would cost $1,860. Mayor 
Calvo proposed to fund an increase of 
25 cents per gallon or $4,650. MPT Wil-
kinson so moved. CM Ahrens seconded. 
The motion passed 5 to 0. 

Roofs: Public Works provided estimates 
for the repair and replacement of the 
roofs for the lean-to and the main build-
ing in the Public Works yard. MPT Wil-
kinson recommended replacing the roof 
on the main building ($7,200) plus addi-
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“stairs at back” should be posted next to 
the elevator entrance to make patrons 
aware of their availability. 

Vehicles: TA Murphy noted that the pro-
posed budget did not appropriate money 
for the purchase of a new code car and 
pick-up truck because it is surplus deci-
sion. CM Ahrens moved and MPT Wil-
kinson seconded to appropriate $61,000 
from surplus for the purchase. CM Kulpa
-Eddy asked that the new truck be able 
to pull the emergency trailer. The motion 
was approved 5 to 0. 

Public Safety Taxing District: TA Murphy 
provided the State statute authorizing 
the Public Safety Taxing District (PSTD) 
to determine if it permits the funding of 
pedestrian accommodations. MPT Wil-
kinson said that it had a provision allow-
ing for a pedestrian mall. TA Murphy 
clarified that the statute authorizes the 
creation of a number of different special 
taxing districts for different purposes. 
One allowed category is a pedestrian 

tory of capital equipment their age and 
replacement cost.  

TA Murphy said that all Town facilities 
also have several appliances, such as 
stoves, refrigerators and freezers that 
would normally be paid from the mainte-
nance & repair appropriations in the 
operating budgets. The electric wiring 
problem in the Senior Center is being 
monitored by PSEG, who will provide a 
report of their findings in the next couple 
of days. The electric panel does not ap-
pear to be affected. Mayor Calvo said 
that the cutoff price for financing capital 
equipment from the surplus is probably 
between $1,500-$2,000. While nothing 
on the list needs immediate attention, it 
would be useful to turn the inventory into  

tional funds ($300) in case there is dam-
age to the decking, and to repair the roof 
on the lean-to ($2,400), which protects 
Public Works trucks and machinery. CM 
Kulpa-Eddy suggested finding out if the 
Town would get a discount if the munici-
pal building's roof replacement is added 
to the order. It was noted that doing so 
would require the Town to get 3 bids. 
MPT Wilkinson moved to appropriate 
$9,900 from surplus to fund the roof re-
placement and repair. CM Dennison 
seconded. The motion passed 5 to 0. TA 
Murphy was requested to find out if a 
discount becomes available if the munici-
pal roof replacement is included in the 
project. 

Facilities: TA Murphy provided an inven-

a spreadsheet to make it easier to track.   

Apart from the capital improvements 
already appropriated for the Town Cen-
ter, the stairs to the second floor may 
need to be painted and have better light-
ing.  The hose tower underwent repairs 
last year, including repointing of the cin-
der block walls where needed, and mold 
removal on the interior.  The dry-locking 
and painting of the hose tower were left 
undone, as was the removal of a ladder 
and platform on the inside.  TA Murphy 
was asked to determine the amount of 
funds needed to finish the work on the 
hose tower and improvements to the 
stairs.  To make the stairs more func-
tional, the doors on the 2nd floor may 
need to be replaced as well. A sign, 

Building Equipment Type Replacement Cost Age 

Municipal Building Council Chamber furnace 3,500   

Municipal Building AC compressor 3-ton 3,000 2008 

Town Center Elevator (entire structure) 50,000 1995 

  Elevator motor     

  Elevator shaft     

Town Center Boiler 7,800 2001 

Town Center Attic fan 2,200   

Town Center AC compressor 10-ton 27,000   

Town Center AC compressor 7.5-ton 21,000   

DPW Offfice AC compressor 9,000 2008 

DPW Garage 2 Space heaters (gas, high efficiency) 11,000 2011 

mall. However, the Town's special taxing 
district is authorized for public safety 
improvements only. 

Mayor Calvo said that he would like to 
use the PSTD surplus to fund the pur-
chase of the 2nd police car Chief Antolik 
requested for Detective Unger. The ap-
proximate cost would be $27,000. CM 
Kulpa-Eddy so moved. CM Dennison 
seconded. The motion passed 5 to 0. 

Public Safety Reserve: TA Murphy said 
that the public safety reserve fund, which 
contains the revenue from speed camera 
tickets, now stands at $139,000, which 
the Council planned to use for sidewalks 
and other public safety related projects. 
Today TA Murphy received a revised 
cost estimate for sidewalk surveys. It 
would cost $21,000 to survey priority 1 
locations only, while it would cost 
$48,000 to survey priority 1-3 locations, 
i.e. all blocks of street identified by the 
Council as candidates for sidewalks. 
Mayor Calvo said that he would like to 

see an estimate for just priority 1 and 2, 
as well, if the cost is in the mid $30,000 
range. He thinks priority 2 includes loca-
tions that are worth considering. Other-
wise, he would want to get the project 
started by surveying just priority 1 loca-
tions. 

MPT Wilkinson said that he would like to 
get all priority locations surveyed to clear 
the first hurdle for constructing side-
walks. The survey results will remain 
valid for the foreseeable future and lay 
the groundwork for later construction 
projects. CM Kulpa-Eddy said that if a 
1/3 of the available money is spent on 
surveys, there may not be enough left to 
fund the design, engineering and con-
struction of priority 1 sidewalks. Mayor 
Calvo agreed, saying that a smaller pro-
ject can progress faster towards con-
struction. MPT Wilkinson said that he 
thinks all prioritized locations are impor-
tant and wants to keep up momentum to 
keep the entire project going. There are 
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other funding sources, such as grants 
and bonds, to complete the next project 
phases. 

CM Ahrens said that finished sidewalks 
can serve as a sample for residents and 
get them to buy into the larger sidewalk 
plan. Mayor Calvo agreed. He thinks the 
bigger challenge apart from funding is to 
convince residents that sidewalks can 
look attractive. The existing sidewalks 
built by SHA do not do that. So the first 
location to be selected for construction 
has to overcome skepticism and close 
scrutiny. He thinks 60th Avenue/
Cunningham Drive from Greenbelt Road 
to Pontiac Street, a priority 1 location, 
meets that test. 

CM Dennison moved and CM Kulpa-
Eddy seconded to fund a survey for pri-
ority 1 locations only. MPT Wilkinson 
said he still prefers to move forward on a 
broad front. The motion passed 4 to 1 
with MPT Wilkinson opposed. TA Murphy 
was asked to get preliminary cost esti-
mates for completing the design, engi-
neering and construction cost on a per 
unit basis. 

CM Dennison asked if there is still 
money in this reserve to buy backup gen-
erators for the Town Center. Mayor 
Calvo said that is a separate discussion. 
The Council might consider another op-
tion, which is to install a solar backup 
generator. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 p.m. 

Kerstin Harper, Town Clerk 

 

T 
own Meeting 

April 11, 2012 

 

 The meeting was called 
to order at 7:30 p.m. Present were Mayor 
Calvo, Mayor Pro Tem (MPT) Wilkinson, 
CMs Ahrens, Dennison, and  Kulpa-
Eddy. Also present were Town Adminis-
trator (TA) Murphy, Officer Roberson, 
Treasurer Lape, and Clerk Harper. Mayor 
Calvo led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

1. Hearings 

Cable Needs Hearing: Mayor Calvo 
explained that the Town's franchise 
agreement with Comcast Inc. will expire 
in 2013. As part of the renewal negotia-
tions, the Town is required to perform a 
community needs assessment to deter-
mine service needs for the next franchise 
period. Future needs are no longer con-
fined to TV programming, but comprise 
voice, video and data services. Resi-
dents are therefore asked to give input 
on local programming (such as Comcast 
Public Access Channel 71), data and 

voice applications, as well as different 
customer service categories.  

Mayor Calvo further explained that, 
when the Town first entered into a fran-
chise agreement with cable TV provid-
ers, it allowed the Town's right-of-way to 
be used to lay the cables. Cable TV 
companies in return agreed to pay a 5% 
franchise tax and a 3% equipment fee to 
the Town. The Town will be using this 
money to upgrade its audio-visual sys-
tem and redesign the council chamber to 
deliver a better viewing experience. Re-
cording and broadcasting will be in digi-
tal format and may at some point include 
live streaming on the web. 

Mayor Calvo opened the hearing at 7:36 
p.m. There were no comments. The 
hearing was closed at 7:38 p.m. 

Town Budget Hearing: Mayor Calvo 
gave an overview of the FY 2013 pro-
posed budget. The total operating 
budget is $2,495,000 and the total capi-
tal budget $106,000. Total revenues are 
slightly more at $2,500,000, which 
leaves $5,900 in undesignated funds. 
The real property tax rate remains at 
48.6 cents per $100 of assessed prop-
erty value, plus a 3 cents road tax that is 
set aside in an infrastructure reserve. 
The personal property tax rate also re-
mains unchanged at $1.215, with a 7.5 
cents road tax added on top. The FY 
2013 budget funds merit increases but 
no Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA). 
The cost of health insurance is going up 
because the Town's work force has 
moved into a higher average age 
bracket. In addition, health insurance 
premiums have increased by 19%. The 
Town is hoping that there will not be 
another rate increase starting with the 
next fiscal year. On the other hand, the 
Town's pension contributions have gone 
down, saving the Town around $14,000. 
The focus has been on the capital 
budget. Facility improvements, 4 vehi-
cles and Town-wide IT upgrades have 
been funded. 

CM Kulpa-Eddy said that the important 
changes in the Administration budget are 
the funding of improvements to the mu-
nicipal building and town center, the re-
modeling of the Council chamber  in 
conjunction with the modernization of the 
audio-visual system, and new computers 
and software. CM Ahrens said that the 
main change in the Code Department 
budget is the funding of a new code car. 
Until now, the Code Department has 
been driving surplussed police vehicles, 
which had to be repaired often and led 
disruptions in the work schedule.  

MPT Wilkinson said that the budget 
funds an overdue replacement of a 1997 

pickup truck, as well as roof repairs to 
the Public Works office building and 
shed. Also funded are wall heaters for 
Public Works offices and bathroom, as 
well as large 34-gallon recycling bins, 
which are in great demand. CM Denni-
son said that her Department was budg-
eted a $10,000 increase for Pop's Park 
playground equipment, a down payment 
on a multi-year investment to upgrade 
the playground. A conversion of the old 
media center, which is no longer used 
as one, into a meeting room for Town 
organizations has been budgeted as 
well. 

Mayor Calvo noted that the Town's re-
serves went down significantly with the 
completion of the Seminole/Ruatan 
Street project and the purchase of a 
new trash truck. The FY 2013 budget 
includes money to replenish these re-
serves. However, the overall surplus will 
go down from $632,000 in FY 2012 to 
$525,000 in FY 2013 because the 
Council authorized $106,000 to be 
pulled from surplus to finance a number 
of needed capital improvements. Fur-
ther, the next re-assessment taking 
place at the end of this year could have 
a very big impact on future budgets. If 
home values continue to go down, the 
next budgets will be very difficult to 
manage. There will be no homestead 
tax credits to cushion the fall in tax reve-
nues while expenditures will continue to 
go up. 

Mayor Calvo opened the hearing for 
public input at 7:51 p.m. With no com-
ments, the hearing was closed at 7:52 
p.m. 

Public Safety Taxing District budget 
hearing: Mayor Calvo gave a summary 
of the FY 2013 Public Safety Taxing 
District (PSTD) budget. At $72,000, this 
budget has been more stable than the 
Town budget because commercial prop-
erty values have not declined as much 
as residential property values. The 
PSTD budget is supported by a 10 
cents tax on real property and a 15 
cents tax on personal property, which 
essentially funds one police officer. In 
this case, the officer funded is Detective 
Unger, who spends much of his time 
investigating crime related to the Com-
mercial District. A surplus of $40,000 
has accumulated over the years, 
$23,000 of which will be used to pur-
chase a second police car. 

Mayor Calvo opened the PSTD budget 
hearing at 7:55 p.m. With no comment, 
the hearing was closed at 7:56 p.m. 

2. Minutes 

Clerk Harper read a summary of the 
March 9 Town meeting minutes. On a 
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motion by CM Ahrens and second by 
CM Dennison, the minutes were ap-
proved 5 to 0. 

3. Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer Lape gave the Treasurer's 
report for the month of March. 

4. Mayor’s Report 

Mayor Calvo reported that the Maryland 
Assembly officially adjourned on Mon-
day passing a budget with a “doomsday” 
contingency that enacts $512 million in 
spending cuts. The legislature failed to 
reach a compromise on a supplemen-
tary budget that would have replaced the 
spending cuts with a package of tax 
hikes and alternate savings. The pack-
age included tax increases of 1/4 point 
on households earning more than 
$150,000 and 1/2 point on households 
earning over $300,000. There are plans 
to convene a special session to fix the 
doomsday budget. But if that does not 
happen, $205 million in education cuts 
would be enacted. This would affect 
Prince George's County in particular 
because it would eliminate the geo-
graphic cost of education index grants. 
Further, this budget would cut all police 
aid to municipalities, which currently 
adds $31,000 to Town's revenues. An-
other casualty of last minute deal-
making in the legislature included a bill 
to permit gaming in Prince George's 
County. However, the issue is likely to 
be taken up in a special session as well 
and probably will be on the agenda in 
future sessions. 

Mayor Calvo continued with announce-
ments of upcoming events. This includes 
the Berwyn Heights Talent show on April 
14, for which he will again be MC, the 
student Mock Town Council Meeting on 
April 23, the Indian Creek playground 
dedication on April 28, and Berwyn 
Heights Day on May 5. The Town Coun-
cil election campaign is now in full 
swing. A Candidate Forum will be held 
on April 25, followed by the election on 
May 1. Mayor Calvo also noted that he 
has been invited to participate in an April 
26  forum on Law Enforcement & Race 
Relations hosted by State's Attorney 
Angela Alsobrooks at Flowers High 
School. 

Mayor Calvo had the pleasure to be-
come part of a public policy assignment 
by a group of Elizabeth Seton High 
School students, including Berwyn 
Heights student Olivia Sahadeo. They 
made a presentation to him proposing 
the Town use more environmentally 
friendly road salt. He would like to invite 
the students to make their presentation 
at a future Town Council meeting, as 
they have a number of interesting ideas. 

Mayor Calvo said that the Town Council 
has been dealing with several important 
issues at its recent worksessions. This 
includes a revision to the Greenbelt Sta-
tion development agreement, which 
compensates the Town for traffic and 
other impacts from the development, 
originally signed in 2005. The revised 
agreement would separate the south 
from the north core, and change the 
manner in which the compensation pay-
ments are made. Instead of receiving 
1/2 million at the first and last out sale of 
town homes, payments would now be 
made on a per housing unit basis. The 
City of Greenbelt, which has authority to 
approve the detailed site plan for the 
project, has also come to an agreement 
with the developers. It is possible that 
Greenbelt Station will move forward 
within the next year.  

Further, Mayor Calvo related that the 
Town has drafted an agreement with the 
owner of the ReMax property, in which 
the owner sets aside money for green-
ing the parking lot in exchange for the 
Town's approval of a zoning change he 
needs to allow a Dollar General store to 
open. The agreement is being reviewed 
by the property owner, Larry Jarboe, 
and will be on the next worksession 
agenda. Also at the next worksession, 
the Council will receive a presentation 
from Park & Planning on the status of 
amending the Greenbelt Metro Area 
sector plan, which may affect the zoning 
designations along Branchville Road 
and Ballew Avenue. 

Mayor Calvo said that he attended the 
NW/EP's emergency preparedness drill 
last Saturday and had a chance to dis-
cuss the Town's role in an emergency 
with CM Kulpa-Eddy. The event was 
attended by Berwyn Heights police and 
fire fighters, as well as a number of 
County officials. 

Lastly, Mayor Calvo noted that the 
Council approved funding to begin sur-
veying streets, identified as priority 1 
locations, for the construction of side-
walks. Up to now, Council discussions 
centered on identifying locations where 
sidewalks are needed and ranking them 
by priority. Priority 1 locations include 
most of the main traffic arteries in Town. 
During the Council's discussion, a dis-
agreement emerged on whether to 
move forward broadly and survey all 
identified locations at a cost of $48,000 
or only priority 1 locations at a cost of 
$21,000. His personal preference was to 
move forward on priority 1 locations first, 
using one-time revenues, such as speed 
camera fines and Greenbelt Station 
compensation funds when they become 
available. However, moving forward on 

a broad front is a legitimate alternative. It 
does presume using other resources, 
such as the Town's reserves or bonds to 
finance the building of sidewalks, which 
also includes the preparatory steps of 
surveying, designing, engineering side-
walks. The building of sidewalks is not 
only a complex issue but also one that 
more directly affects residents and their 
property. Therefore, residents are urged 
to continue to pay attention and give 
input on this matter to help the Council 
make better decisions. 

5. Department Reports 

Administration: CM Kulpa-Eddy said 
that spring time means budget time for 
her department. TA Murphy has been 
busy working on the FY 2013 budget 
while also keeping an eye on the current 
budget. At this point, 80% of all reve-
nues have been collected. CM Kulpa-
Eddy also announced that the last public 
input meeting regarding the Greenbelt 
Metro Area and Route 193 Corridor sec-
tor plan will be held on April 19 at 
Springhill Lake Elementary School. The 
meeting will focus on the preferred alter-
natives, including zoning proposals for 
Branchville Road and Ballew Avenue. All 
interested residents are welcome to at-
tend. 

Code Compliance: CM Ahrens issued a 
reminder not to place trash cans and/or 
recycling bins at the curb 12 hours be-
fore a collection and not to leave them 
out 12 hours after a collection. This is of 
particular concern over a holiday when 
trash collection schedules change. CM 
Ahrens also reminded residents that 
election campaign signs may not be 
posted in the Town right-of-way, usually 
within the first 10 feet of property from 
the curb. Free newspapers and other 
publications are the responsibility of 
residents to remove. To stop delivery, 
residents should call the newspaper 
circulation departments. CM Ahrens 
reported that high grass and trash/litter 
violations topped last months code viola-
tions. 

Parks and Recreation, Education and 
Civic Affairs: CM Dennison wished a 
happy birthday to partner and dog 
walker Eddie Daffron. She then an-
nounced upcoming events, including a 
BHES garden cleanup and Prince 
George's Elected Municipal Women 
(PGEMW) meeting on April 14. Another 
busy day is April 28, which begins with 
the long-awaited dedication of the Indian 
Creek playground, and ends with the 
Boys & Girls Club movie night and camp
-out, and is University of Maryland Day. 
Berwyn Heights Day is on May 5 and the 
Education Advisory Committee will meet 
on May 24. 
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Public Health and Safety: Officer 
Roberson reported for Chief Antolik, who 
was away. There were 5 Part 1 of-
fenses, which is 1/2 the 5 year average 
of 10. Citations were up from February, 
totaling 213. He thanked Berwyn 
Heights residents for their continued 
cooperation in in reporting suspicious 
activity and keeping the crime rate 
down. Residents were reminded to be 
watchful when going shopping or to res-
taurants and movies, and not leave valu-
ables in their cars. Crime tends to go up 
as the weather gets warmer. 

Public Works: MPT Wilkinson an-
nounced that Berwyn Heights residents 
can begin recycling electronics at 
Greenbelt's Public Works yard on April 
28. Public Works took advantage of 
spring break and repaired a sidewalk 
leading up to the school and repainted a 
crosswalk. The department is also work-
ing with Comcast to tidy up loose cables 
hanging from poles. MPT Wilkinson re-
minded residents to label their trash 
cans and lids with their address because 
they might be blown away on windy 
days. He will attend an all-day workshop 
on a Safe Routes to School, which pro-
vides grant training for sidewalk con-
struction. He believes the Town needs to 
be creative in financing sidewalks and 
grants are one potential source of fund-
ing.  

6. Committee Reports 

Education Advisory Committee: No 
report. 

Historical Committee: No report. 

Neighborhood Watch/Emergency Pre-
paredness: CM Kulpa-Eddy said that 
NW/EP had a very successful emer-
gency drill last Saturday with about 50 
people in attendance. She thanked the 
councilmembers who came out, as well 
the officers of the Berwyn Heights Police 
and Fire Departments. There was a 
good turnout of County emergency per-
sonnel and CERT teams from different 
municipalities. The emergency scenario 
modeled was how the Town would react 
to a tornado hitting Berwyn Heights. The 
event also afforded the opportunity to 
clean out the trailer and take an inven-
tory of equipment and supplies. The 
trailer will again be displayed on Berwyn 
Heights Day and residents are welcome 
to take a look inside and get information 
about the program. 

Recreation Council: No report. 

7. Unfinished Business 

There was none. 

8. New Business 

FY 2013 Town Budget – First Reading 
& Introduction: Clerk Harper read Ordi-
nance No. 157 providing for the FY 2013 
Town budget. MPT Wilkinson moved to 
introduce it. CM Kulpa-Eddy seconded. 
With no comments, the budget was in-
troduced in 5 to 0 roll call vote. 

FY 2013 Public Safety Taxing District 
Budget – First Reading & Introduc-
tion: Clerk Harper read Ordinance No. 
158 providing for the FY 2013 Public 
Safety Taxing District budget. CM 
Ahrens moved to introduce it. MPT Wil-
kinson seconded. With no comments, 
the budget was introduced in a 5 to 0 roll 
call vote. 

9. Citizens Discussion 

There was none. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:52 p.m. 

 

Kerstin Harper, Town Clerk 

 

W 
orksession 

April 16, 2012 

 

 The meeting was called to or-
der at 7:04 p.m. Present were Mayor 
Calvo, Mayor Pro Tem (MPT) Wilkinson, 
Councilmembers Ahrens, Dennison and 
Kulpa-Eddy. Also present were Town 
Administrator (TA) Murphy, Clerk 
Harper, M-NCPPC Planning Coordinator 
Chad Williams and Larry Jarboe. 

1. Mayor 

Announcements: CM Dennison's son 
Joseph celebrates his 30th birthday to-
day. CM Kulpa-Eddy's husband will 
celebrate a birthday tomorrow. 

Calendar: A tentative April 30 budget 
worksession was canceled. 

Minutes: On a motion by CM Ahrens 
and second by CM Dennison, the March 
26 budget worksession minutes were 
approved 5 to 0. On a motion by CM 
Ahrens and second by CM Kulpa-Eddy, 
the April 2 worksession minutes were 
approved 5 to 0. On a motion by CM 
Ahrens and second by CM Kulpa-Eddy, 
the April 9 budget worksession minutes 
were approved 5 to 0. 

Department reports: CM Kulpa-Eddy 
said the Neighborhood W atch/
Emergency Preparedness group has 
completed a street light survey to be 
discussed at the May 7 worksession. 
MPT Wilkinson reported that Public 
Works Administrative Assistant Lockley 
has found a permeable asphalt product 
with which the 60th Avenue footpath 
could be paved. He may have a quote 

for the next meeting. Verizon replaced a 
broken storm drain alongside their build-
ing. CM Dennison announced that the 
Student Mock Town Council meeting will 
be held next Monday. A May 24 Educa-
tion Advisory Committee meeting should 
be publicized in the Bulletin. CM Ahrens 
reported that the Code Department is-
sued 3 abatement warning notices for 
high grass violations last week. Since 
then 2 properties had their grass cut. 
Unpaid penalties of $900 for missed re-
inspections of a Quebec Street rental 
property were sent to the County as a 
lien.  

Mayor Calvo reported that Chief Antolik 
was in training last week. There has 
been an increase in complaints about 
the County's non-emergency dispatch 
number, which was changed to 301-352-
1200 last year. This is an  issue that 
needs to be raised when there is an-
other meeting with County officials. At 
the Prince George's Police Chiefs' Asso-
ciation dinner, a Berwyn Heights officer 
was named officer of the year. A formal 
announcement will be made on Berwyn 
Heights Day. TA Murphy informed that 
Pepco had attached a monitoring device 
to the electric line that services the new 
automatically-opening Senior Center 
doors. Pepco's Investigative Unit is to  
give him a report.  

Citizen Comments: CM Dennison re-
ceived an email asking about the open-
ing of Indian Creek playground. MPT 
Wilkinson received a comment about the 
availability of the call-a-bus, and a sug-
gestion that the procedure for reserving 
a ride be published in the Bulletin. He 
also had a comment from a resident, 
who thinks that the Town is asking for 
too much data on its rental license appli-
cation. CM Kulpa-Eddy received a com-
ment that there was a water main break 
on the just renovated stretch of Ruatan 
Street. WSSC has applied a temporary 
patch. TA Murphy was reminded to write 
an overdue letter to WSSC regarding the 
problems resulting from the renovation 
of Osage Street in 2009. 

Greenbelt Metro Area & Route 193 
Corridor Sector Plan Amendment: 
Mayor Calvo welcomed M-NCPPC Pro-
ject Manager Chad Williams for a pres-
entation on the status of the Greenbelt 
Metro Area sector plan. Mr. Williams 
provided a newly-updated map on pro-
posed land uses in the Greenbelt Metro 
Area, a map on current land uses, and a 
list of recommendations affecting land 
use in Berwyn Heights as background. 
Then he gave an overview of the next 
steps in the sector plan amendment 
process. He said that the last community 
meeting will be held this coming Thurs-
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day; a preliminary plan will be available 
in late June, early July, and a joint 
County Council-Planning Board public 
hearing on the plan will be held on Sep-
tember 18 in Upper Marlboro. 

Mr. Williams then outlined the zoning 
changes proposed for Berwyn Heights: 

 Make entire 6300 block of Green-

belt Road CSC; 

 Retain MXT zoning for all properties 

north of Branchville Road, including 
PG Scrap; 

 Retain CSC zoning for all properties 

south of Branchville Road; 

 Retain I-1 (Light industrial) zoning 

for Ballew Avenue; 

 Extend and improve connections of 

the Indian Creek Trail; 

 Create future tree bank site on PG 

Scrap property to reduce storm wa-
ter runoff. 

Mayor Calvo asked if Park & Planning 
interacts with the Maryland Department 
of Assessment and Taxation (MDAT) 
and monitors how zoning impacts as-
sessment. Currently, the PG Scrap site 
is undervalued at $700,000 million. MXT 
zoning, which allows for much more 
revenue intensive uses, should theoreti-
cally make the land more valuable. Mr. 
Williams replied that Park & Planning 
does not have much interaction with 
MDAT but relies on the assessment data 
it provides. MXT sites have no density 
caps and hence it is difficult to come up 
with reliable assessments. However, if 
the Route 1 sector plan is an indication, 
land values in mixed use zones have 
gone down considerably since 2008. 

Mayor Calvo said that there is an acute 
need for senior housing in this area and 
a senior housing complex was proposed 
for the Hercules Fence property by the 
previous owners of Greenbelt Station. 
He asked if senior housing has been 
considered in the planning for Greenbelt 
Metro area. Mr. Williams said that it has 
come up repeatedly. There is a possibil-
ity that senior housing units will be in-
cluded in the north and south core de-
velopment. MXT zoning on the PG 
Scrap site would also allow for senior 
housing to be built there in the future. 

Mr. Williams said that the most important 
piece for the future development of the 
area is the north core. M-NCPPC's Plan-
ning Department has proposed 2 sce-
narios: 1) a high-density mixed-use de-
velopment, as approved in a 2006 con-
ceptual site plan; and 2) a major em-
ployer development, based on either a 

private or government major employer  
bringing between 11,000 - 12,000 new 
employees to the area. The sector plan 
leaves open the possibility for either of 
the scenarios. A major employer locat-
ing in the north core may trigger a grad-
ual redevelopment of Franklin Park/
Springhill Lake because it will leave less 
space for residential housing. The sector 
plan allows for new high-density resi-
dential housing along Cherrywood Lane, 
such as Texas doughnut style apartment 
complexes, and single family town 
homes. 

The plan also prepares for a redevelop-
ment of Beltway Plaza. Park & Planning 
recommends a comprehensive concep-
tual site plan (CSP), broken into several 
detailed site plans (DSP) for phased 
development of different sections of the 
site. MXT zoning leaves open the possi-
bility for some high and medium density 
residential housing. In the rear of the 
mall, mixed retail/residential complexes 
are envisioned as well as a street that 
punches through the middle of the mall. 
The intent is to open the shopping cen-
ter up on the north side for easier ac-
cess by Springhill Lake customers. 

Mayor Calvo said that the Town had 
concerns about the last Beltway Plaza 
proposal that would have added 750 
residential units in the back of the mall 
without making any provisions for addi-
tional green space or other amenities. 
He liked the idea of punching through 
the middle of the mall with a street. But 
this is made more difficult by the new 
parking structure. Mr. Williams said that 
M-NCPPC does not support additional 
housing without additional amenities and 
green space. One solution to the under-
utilized parking deck is a green roof. The 
parking deck has enough space for 
making a small park that could be inte-
grated with the rest of the mall. 

Mr. Williams continued that the sector 
plan proposes several gateways along 
Route 193 at the intersections with Ed-
monston Road, 60th Avenue and the 
future connector road to Greenbelt Sta-
tion. The gateways would help create an 
identity for the area by integrating sign-
age, improved pedestrian amenities and 
green features at these locations. Mayor 
Calvo questioned locating a gateway at 
Edmonston Road because it has only 
incoming traffic and is not a pedestrian 
artery. The intersections at 63rd Avenue 
and at 62nd Avenue have much more 
pedestrian traffic. The Cunningham 
Drive intersection was proposed for a 
pedestrian mall in connection with a 
Community Legacy Grant the Town sub-
mitted with Greenbelt about 10 years 
ago. It has the safest pedestrian cross-

ing and a restaurant at every corner. 
Mayor Calvo further suggested that the 
dangerous 58th Avenue intersection may 
be ripe for redevelopment. The Indian 
Creek bike trail will cross Greenbelt 
Road here and may attract new busi-
nesses. A new 7-Eleven is about to 
open on one corner of the intersection. 

Mr. Williams noted that the sector plan 
proposes two new schools on the site of 
the current Greenbelt Middle School 
and bus lot. One is the soon-to-open 
Greenbelt Middle School, the other a 
new Springhill Lake Elementary School. 
However, no agreement has been 
reached with PGCPS on relocating the 
current bus lot and moving Springhill 
Lake Elementary School here. Mayor 
Calvo said that the Town opposed giv-
ing up the existing elementary school 
property when AIMCO proposed to re-
develop Springhill Lake. There is con-
cern that area schools are already over-
capacity and that additional schools will 
be needed when new housing comes 
online at Greenbelt Station, Beltway 
Plaza and Springhill Lake. Mr. Williams 
replied that Park & Planning calcula-
tions show that, while additional seats 
are needed at the elementary and high 
school levels, an additional middle 
school is not needed. However, the 
Board of Education has a different way 
of forecasting and may arrive at a differ-
ent conclusion. 

Mayor Calvo said that the industrial 
properties located at the entrance of 
Lake Artemesia might be considered for 
different uses. There already is an office 
building and more offices might be ap-
propriate. Another possibility is to lever-
age the proximity of the University of 
Maryland and allow for university-
related labs and businesses to locate on 
the site. Further, the Berwyn Heights 
Volunteer Fire Department needs a new 
facility and is planning to relocate. 
Branchville Road close to the connector 
road may be a good place for it because 
of the easy access to Route 193 as well 
as the Beltway, once a new interchange 
is built. The Berwyn Heights Fire De-
partment just bought a new ladder truck 
suited to serve high density, multi-story 
housing. It also has an excellent rescue 
squad, which spends a lot of time on the 
Beltway. 

Mr. Williams said that the sector plan 
proposes a couple of radical changes. 
One is a possible reduction in travel 
lanes on Greenbelt Road from 6 to 4. It 
would make the road safer and allow for 
additional street-scaping and the con-
struction of a bike path. MPT Wilkinson 
said that he would love to see that hap-
pen but doubts that fewer lanes could 
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accommodate the traffic load. Mr. Wil-
liams said that it is supported by Plan-
ning Department traffic studies and is 
being discussed with State Highway Ad-
ministration (SHA). The other change is 
a diverging diamond interchange at 
Route 193 and Kenilworth Avenue, which 
would make left turns from one busy 
road onto another easier and safer. It is a 
relatively inexpensive way to solve the 
turning problems at this intersection.  
Mayor Calvo said that it may be more 
productive to improve the intersections 
that have a lot of pedestrian traffic. Mr. 
Williams further noted that the sector 
plan calls for reducing cut-through traffic 
in Berwyn Heights with traffic calming 
devices. 

At 8:30 p.m., the Council took a 5 minute 
break. 

Mr. Williams detailed the differences 
between the two north core alternatives. 
The high-density mixed use (MXT) sce-
nario plans for a metropolitan center 
around Greenbelt Metro station. It calls 
for 1.2 million square feet of retail space, 
1.2 million square of office space each, 
1,276 residential units and 300 hotel 
rooms. However, the realization of the 
plan will be slow because the economy 
has not yet recovered and there are a 
number of nearby competitors. The ma-
jor employer scenario could be a game 
changer. This alternative increases office 
space to 2.2 million square feet to ac-
commodate up to 12,000 employees. 
Retail space would be reduced to 75,000 
square feet, and residential units taken 
down to 375. Each scenario would entail 
different traffic patterns. While a mixed 
use development would draw more cus-
tomers from the surrounding residential 
neighborhoods, a major employer would 
result in more traffic coming from the 
Beltway and the BW Parkway.  

Mr. Williams said that the latest version 
of the proposed sector plan is very flexi-
ble but has some use controls. He asked 
if there are any uses Berwyn Heights 
does not want in this area. The Council 
had no proposals for use restrictions or 
changes to the sector plan, as it was 
already revised to address the Town's 
main concerns. 

ReMax agreement: Mayor Calvo 
thanked Larry Jarboe, the owner of the 
ReMax property, for coming in. He re-
called that, at the January 23 workses-
sion, Mr. Jarboe and the Town came to 
an agreement in principle about the im-
provements Mr. Jarboe was going to 
make to his property in return for the 
Town's support of his application for a 
zoning change. Since then, the Town 

attorney drew up a formal agreement, 
which was shared with Mr. Jarboe. He 
asked if Mr. Jarboe has any further com-
ments or concerns about the agreement. 

Mr. Jarboe noted that County Council-
member Olson proposed a zoning bill 
that would allow the owner of a property 
with split CO/CSC zoning, such as his, to 
choose whether he wants a commercial 
office or a retail tenant. Mayor Calvo 
replied that it is one possible solutions for 
his situation. However, the bill will not 
move forward unless Mr. Jarboe fulfills 
the conditions outlined in the draft agree-
ment.  

Mr. Jarboe explained that he is in a diffi-
cult financial position. His tenant, Jerry 
Cosker who manages the Raleigh Inn, 
owes him $210,000 in back rent. Rent 
was paid but not in the full amount. He 
needs this money to pay his bills and 
make improvements to his property, in-
cluding greening the parking lot, to which 
he committed himself in the agreement 
with the Town. At the end of last year, he 
offered Mr. Cosker a new lease, which 
would have reduced the monthly rent 
from the current $11,200 to $7,600 per 
month, plus $1,000 in taxes. He also 
offered to reduce the outstanding debt to 
$70,000, but insisted that it be paid be-
fore the new lease goes into effect. Mr. 
Cosker has been unable to pay this sum 
and therefore has not signed the lease. 
Since then, the lease for the Raleigh Inn 
has been extended from month to month. 
In April, Mr. Cosker was late in paying 
his rent and was given a deadline for 
payment. When payment was not made, 
Mr. Jarboe filed for an eviction, with a 
court date set for next Thursday. 

Mayor Calvo said that he spoke with Mr. 
Cosker before the meeting, who main-
tained that he offered to pay the April 
rent but was turned down. He had the 
impression that the problem is not the 
monthly rent but the paying of the debt in 
a lump sum. He would like to meet with 
Messrs. Jarboe and Cosker to try to work 
out the problem and save the only sit-
down restaurant in Berwyn Heights. To 
his mind, the whole point of the agree-
ment was to strengthen the Raleigh Inn 
and create a more attractive setting for it. 
Parking lot improvements are meaning-
less if the restaurant closes down. 

PT Wilkinson commented that he doesn't 
think it is the Town's role to settle a land-
lord-tenant dispute. While he would love 
to see the Raleigh Inn remain open, he 
would not try to save a restaurant that 
does not bring in enough money to pay 
the bills. CM Kulpa-Eddy said that the 
County may have resources for mediat-

ing the dispute. Mayor Calvo said he, 
too, would not want to save a restaurant 
that is not economically viable. However, 
he believes that there are other issues, in 
addition to financial ones, that prevent a 
settlement. He would like to have a 
meeting with both parties to see if a com-
promise is possible.  

Mr. Jarboe said that he welcomes help in 
solving the impasse and agreed to a 
meeting.  With respect to the agreement 
with the Town, Mr. Jarboe objected to a 
provision that gives the Town the right to 
approve not only the next tenant, but all 
future tenants as well. Mayor Calvo said 
that he is amenable to revising the 
agreement  to give the Town tenant ap-
proval rights for a limited time period or 
the first tenant only. Mr. Jarboe found 
this acceptable, as did the Council. 
Mayor Calvo said that he will attempt to 
set up the meeting. 

Four Cities agenda (tabled) 

CDMA appointment (tabled) 

South core development agreement: 
TA Murphy said that Town Attorney Shay 
had been asked to revise Greenbelt Sta-
tion South Core development agreement 
to incorporate the Council’s requested 
changes. The Council noted that the 
revised draft needed further corrections 
and postponed adoption. Mayor Calvo 
suggested that a clarification be added to 
the provision setting forth the manner of 
the compensation. Regardless of how 
many housing units are ultimately built, 
the Town should be paid on a per hous-
ing unit basis until $1 million is reached. 
If the number of units is on the low side, 
the developer would pay the Town the 
remaining sum when the last unit is sold. 

Nothing was discussed under 2. Public 

Safety. 

3. Public Works 

Street sweeper agreement: MPT Wil-
kinson explained that the Four Cities last 
year considered purchasing a new street 
sweeper for $200,000. Berwyn Heights’ 
share of the cost would have been 
$50,000. At that point, the Town looked 
into outsourcing sweeping to a contrac-
tor. The lowest quote received was 
$14,400 per year for sweeping once a 
month. The price did not include any 
returns for sweeping places that were 
missed due to parked cars. Although less 
expensive, this option would have en-
tailed a reduction in service. 

This year, the Four Cities Coalition has 
been looking into re-building a 1999 
Tymco sweeper it kept as a backup in-
stead of purchasing a new sweeper. Two 
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 options were presented: replacing the 
existing sweeper body with 1) a regen-
erative air sweeper, which picks up de-
bris with a cyclonic air flow; or 2) a me-
chanical broom sweeper, which uses a 
combination of rotating brooms and con-
veyer belts to sweep up dirt. The cost of 
the air sweeper is $112,000, with Berwyn 
Heights’ share being $28,000. The cost 
of the broom sweeper is $156,000 be-
cause it involves modifications to the 
existing chassis. Four Cities recom-
mends the first option. MPT Wilkinson 
said he supports staying with the Four 
Cities program with the lower capital cost 
of rebuilding an existing sweeper. The 
Town currently gets the sweeper for 2 
weeks every 3 months. This ample time 
for a thorough sweeping and touch-ups. 
and would provide a higher level of ser-
vice than outsourcing.  

Mayor Calvo said that he has a problem 
with Berwyn Heights paying for a ¼ of 
the operator’s salary but getting the 
sweeper less than ¼ of the time. Berwyn 
Heights does not need it as long as the 
larger cities in the Coalition, but it should 
be billed accordingly, e.g. pay a prorated 
sum based on actual usage. CM Kulpa-
Eddy expressed concerns about re-using 
a chassis of a 1999 sweeper model. She 
worried that the engine would not last 
very long. She also noted that outsourc-
ing would still be cheaper than what the 
Town pays under the Four Cities ar-
rangement. 

Mayor Calvo said he prefers the Four 
Cities sweeping program but wants a fair 
agreement. If it is taken up at the next 
meeting, he would like to have precise 
details on how cost is going to be 
shared, in particular with regard to the 
operator’s salary and maintenance & 
repairs. TA Murphy was asked to confirm 
the terms of the agreement. 

4. Administration 

5806 Quebec Street driveway agree-
ment: TA Murphy explained that, in 
2009, the Town granted a variance to 
Quebec Street property owner, Sukumar 
Sain, whose new addition caused the 
home to exceed a 30% lot coverage 
limit. The Town approved the variance 
but, as an offset, required the owner to 
install a pervious driveway to mitigate 
storm water runoff. The cost estimate the 
owner received for a pervious driveway 
was $17,000. The owner has not in-
stalled the driveway because he had 
exhausted his financial resources in 
building the addition. However, he would 
pay the Town $4,000 to have the pervi-
ous driveway requirement waived. 

Mayor Calvo said that he is inclined to 
accept this accommodation and would 
spend the $4,000 on environmental im-
provements elsewhere in Town. MPT 
Wilkinson agreed, noting that the money 
could be used to build a pervious asphalt 
path between Pontiac and Quebec 
Street on the west side of the school. He 
moved to approve the waiver. CM 
Ahrens seconded. CM Kulpa-Eddy said 
that she prefers the gravel surface on the 
driveway to a future concrete surface. 
She opposed lifting the requirement be-
cause it would leave open the possibility 
that the driveway will be paved with with 
asphalt or concrete in the future. The 
motion passed 3 to 2, with CM Kulpa-
Eddy and CM Dennison opposed. 

Nothing was discussed under 5. Code 
Compliance and 6. Parks and Recrea-

tion. 

7. Executive Session (10:18 to 10:35 

P.M. added item) 

MPT Wilkinson moved, and CM Denni-
son seconded to go into an executive 
session regarding the ReMax agree-
ment. With the matter discussed, MPT 
Wilkinson moved and CM Dennison sec-
onded, to end the executive session. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:35 
P.M. 

Kerstin Harper, Town Clerk 

B 
udget Worksession 

April 23, 2012 

 

The meeting was called to 
order at 7:06 p.m. Present were Mayor 
Calvo, MPT Wilkinson, CMs Ahrens 
Dennison and Kulpa-Eddy. Also present 
were Town Administrator (TA) Murphy 
and Clerk Harper. 

1. Announcements 

Mayor Calvo said that he had a meeting 
with the owner of the ReMax property 
Larry Jarboe and the manager of the 
Raleigh Inn Jerry Cosker. The rent for 
the Raleigh Inn was paid promptly the 
day after the matter was discussed at a 
Council meeting. He will meet with Mr. 
Jarboe again to try to settle the out-
standing issues. CM Ahrens requested 
references for a used car for his grand-
daughter. WSSC repaired a broken 
storm drain at Osage Street and 60th 
Avenue. CM Kulpa-Eddy attended the 
last community meeting on the Greenbelt 
Station section plan. Berwyn Heights' 
concerns expressed at a recent meeting 
with M-NCPPC project manager Chad 
William had been incorporated. The rec-
ommendation to close 59th Avenue or 

make it one-way out can also be in-
cluded in the plan. 

2. Budget 

Street sweeper: TA Murphy provided 
additional information about the plan to 
rebuild a Four Cities street sweeper. The 
sweeper is a 1999 Tymco Model that 
was retired in 2006 but kept in storage at 
the Greenbelt Public Works yard. The 
engine of this machine has about 25,000 
miles on it and is in good condition. The 
rebuilding would entail putting a new 
stainless steel hopper and cyclonic air 
sweeper on the old chassis at a cost of 
$108,000. The Town's share of the cost 
would be $28,000. Currently, the Town 
pays 25% of the operator's salary and 
benefits, which this year comes to 
$13,500. The fuel and maintenance & 
repair costs are charged according to 
miles swept in a each municipality. Ber-
wyn Heights' 15 miles of street amount 
to about 10% of total cost. However, if 
New Carrollton's mileage is updated to 
reflect recent annexations the percent-
age may change. Normally, the Town 
gets the sweeper 12 weeks out of the 
year if there are no break downs. If a 
break down does occur during one's 
turn, there is no make-up time. The 
sweeping picks back up with the regular 
schedule. 

Mayor Calvo said that a log should be 
kept of where the sweeper is each week 
of the year and made available to each 
city. It would provide an additional meas-
ure of accountability and make it clear 
where and how much time is lost due to 
a break-down. He requested that TA 
Murphy obtain a 5-year schedule for the 
sweeper ahead of the next Four Cities 
meeting. Further, the Town needs to 
budget for the participation in the pro-
gram. TA Murphy said that the Town's 
share of the FY 2013 operating ex-
penses are projected at $18,000. If 
added to the $28,000 in capital costs, the 
total cost comes to $46,000. If a vehicle 
reserve is set up for the sweeper, the 
replacement period should be 5 years, 
which is the normal life span of a me-
chanical broom sweeper. It may be pru-
dent to keep one old sweeper as a 
backup. 

MPT Wilkinson moved to appropriate 
$28,000 from surplus to finance Berwyn 
Heights' share in rebuilding the Four 
Cities street sweeper. CM Ahrens sec-
onded. CM Kulpa-Eddy asked if Berwyn 
Heights gets the sweeper once every 
month with an allotment of 12 weeks per 
year. TA Murphy said that Berwyn 
Heights gets the sweeper for two weeks 
every 8 weeks. However, the schedule 
does not have a regular rotation as it 



Pepco  
Smart Meter Installation 
 

Pepco sub-contractor Scope Services, 
Inc. is installing smart meters in Berwyn 
Heights through the end of 2012. This is 
part of a long-term investment to up-
grade the power grid. Scope Services 
workers wear blue shirts, khaki pants 
and photo ID, and drive white vans 
marked with Pepco and Scope Services 
logos. 

During the meter exchange, there may 
be a brief power interruption of 5 min-
utes or less. If you or a member of your 
household is currently registered in 
Pepco's Emergency Medical Program 
for customers with special medical 
needs, the meter installer will make per-
sonal contact prior to exchanging the 
meter. Or you can call Scope Services 
at (888) 226-8761 to make an appoint-
ment. If you wish to register for the pro-
gram, call Pepco at (202) 833-7500. 

If you have general questions about the 
installation, please call Pepco's cus-
tomer care center at (202) 833-7500, or 
visit the “Smart Grid” section on 
Pepco.com under “Our Energy Future.”  
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takes into account special needs of a 
municipality. For example, Berwyn 
Heights always gets the sweeper the first 
2 weeks of May because of Berwyn 
Heights Day. CM Kulpa-Eddy said that 
hiring a contractor would ensure that the 
Town gets a sweeper on a regular 
schedule. Furthermore, she doubts that 
the Four Cities sweeper always comes 
back to sweep missed places. 

Mayor Calvo said there are areas in 
Town where cars are always parked at 
the curb and those places don't get 
swept. He hopes that there is a way to 
get people to move their cars on sweep-
ing days. TA Murphy said that it would 
take a lot a lot of signs and reminders to 
get people to move their cars. Re-usable 
signs announcing street sweeping week 
in key locations would probably help. 
Mayor Calvo asked TA Murphy if the 
Four Cities has plans to keep an emer-
gency backup sweeper on hand. It would 
be useful if a backup sweeper were 
available, perhaps for a premium pay-
ment, when the main sweeper is in the 
shop. The Council voted 5 to 0 to appro-
priate the funds to purchase the 
sweeper. 

One page summary: The Council re-
viewed the budget summary, noting that 
there was a positive balance of $5,973, 
which could go up or down depending on 
the soon-to-be released health insurance 
quotes. The surplus now stands at 
$499,500 after the appropriation of 
$28,000 for the street sweeper. How-
ever, some items that were budgeted are 
not yet reflected in the available surplus, 
which may reduce it to around $465,000. 
CM Kulpa-Eddy asked if any additional 
money needed to be budgeted to repair 
the electrical problem in the Senior Cen-
ter. TA Murphy said that the warm wall 
problem was fixed by replacing the dim-
mer switches for the wall lamps. How-
ever, Pepco technicians are still monitor-
ing the electric circuit that operates the 
handicapped doors, and do not have an 
answer to what is causing the overload. 
The Council made no other budget 
changes. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:49 p.m. 

 

Kerstin Harper, Town Clerk 
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Clean up town 
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NERI 
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
“Celebrating 25 Years in Town” 

 The Senior Center is open from 10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M., Monday through Friday.  Drop in and meet your 

neighbors.  Also check the boards for special activities.  Drop in to the Center, or attend the meeting, and 

find out what’s going on.  There is always something to do even if it is just getting together. 

June 5 Bingo 12:30 P.M. 

June 6 Wii Bowling 10:30 A.M. 

June 7 Game Night 7:00 P.M. 

June 9 Potluck Dinner & Movie 5:00 P.M. 

June 12 Meeting 11:00 A.M.  Bingo  1:00 P.M. 

June 13 Wii Bowling 10:30 A.M. 

June 14 Game Night 7:00 P.M. 

June 19 Bingo 12:30 P.M. 

June 20 Wii Bowling 10:30 A.M. 

June 21 Game Night 7:00 P.M. 

June 26 Meeting & Potluck 11:00 A.M.  Bingo  1:00 P.M. 

June 27 Wii Bowling 10:30 A.M. 

June 28 Game Night 7:00 P.M. 

   

   

   

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO JUNE ACTIVITIES 

June 1 Gloria Stroher 

June 7 Dianna Lee Hall 

June 10 Eunice Burton 

June 12 Mark Anderson 

June 13 William Pugh 

June 16 Elaine Colihan 

June 19 Mary Dove 

June 26 Patti Dennison 

June 27 Susan Johnson 

June 30 Ruth Lisko 

  

  

  

  

  

On May 8, 2012, the Berwyn Heights Seniors voted to contribute 

$400 from the proceeds of the Berwyn Heights Day bake sale to the 

Wounded Warrior Project. 

Anyone wishing to contribute may send a check to: 

Wounded Warrior Project  

1120 G Street, N.W., Suite 700 

Washington, DC 20005 
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MCCRANEY 
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BGGC 
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BHHC 
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This transportation 
service is especially 
designed for senior 
citizens and handi-
capped persons to 
get to medical ap-

pointments, grocery and personal shop-
ping, etc.  The service is available to 
locations within 5 miles of Town, Mon-
day—Friday, 9 am – 3 pm.  Please 
schedule an appointment 24 hours in 
advance by calling 301-474-5000.  Cost 
is $3.00 each way. 

Code  

Compliance  
 

High Grass:  Residents are 
reminded not to let their 
grass grow above 10”. Un-
kempt lawns and yards are 
subject to clean lot violations 
(Ordinance No. 107) 

Newspapers and other 
publications:  Residents are 
responsible for removing 
newspapers and other publi-
cations from their yards, 
wanted or not. If you want 

delivery of the Gazette, Examiner or 
other free newspaper stopped please call 
their circulation department. If you are 
planning to be away from home, you 
might ask a neighbor or property man-
ager to pick up your papers. 

Code activity April: 

Top code violations - high grass = 128; 
trash/litter = 31; vehicle violations = 10; 
refuse/recycling = 19; yard waste = 19; 
miscellaneous violations = 27. 

Other activities - rental inspections and re
-inspections = 14; rental investigations = 
3; building permits = 6; POD permits = 0; 
roll-off permits = 4. 

Receipts: fines and late fees = $850; 
liens collected = $1,050; code fines, 
clean-outs, abatements received in of-
fice, including liens mailed to the County 
= $1,300. 
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PTA 

 

Check out our BHES PTA Website!  BHESPTA.org 

Contact us at:  Officers@BHESPTA.org 

BULLETIN ADVERTISING 

RATES 

TERM RESIDENT NON-RESIDENT 

EIGHTH (1/8) PAGE 

1 Month $30.00  $36.00  

6 Months $162.00  $192.00  

12 Months $230.00  $336.00  

QUARTER (1/4) PAGE 

1 Month $50.00  $72.00  

6 Months $270.00  $384.00  

12 Months $384.00  $672.00  

HALF (1/2) PAGE 

1 Month $100.00  $144.00  

6 Months $540.00  $768.00  

12 Months $768.00  $1,344.00  

FULL PAGE  

1 Month $200.00  $288.00  

6 Months $1,080.00  $1,536.00  

12 Months $1,536.00  $2,688.00  
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Rooms for Rent: $450.00 - $500.00. 
Please call (301) 237-2829.  

House Cleaning: Berwyn Heights resi-
dent since 2000 - with 25 years profes-
sional house cleaning experience and 
takes pride in the work done looking for 
new clients. References in Town and out 
of town are available. Please give me a 
call and let me help tackle the house 
cleaning for you. Free estimates. Please 
call (301) 474-3024.  

Bookkeeping Services: Elite Book-
keeping offers payroll services, business 
registration, and translations. Se habla 
espanol. Visit elitebk.com. Contact Maria 
at maria@elitebk.com or at 240-898­
6438.  

Web Design: Cmd27.com offers web 
design and original photography for busi-
nesses or individuals. Please contact 
services@cmd27.com for a free consul-
tation.  

Catholic Homeschoolers: Surely we 
aren't the only Catholic home school 
family in Berwyn Heights! Call us and 
let's get together. Eric and Wendy, 301} 
345-8077.  

House Cleaning: Help with shopping, 
cooking, etc. 40-year resident of Berwyn 
Heights.  Very reliable and reasonable 
rates.  Please call DJ at (301) 345-1746.  

Do you need an affordable daycare? 
Hi, my name is Carol and I would like to 
help you. I'm CPR certified and I have 
three children on my own. Give me a call 
if I'm the one you need. (301) 474-0963.  

STRESSED!!! Are you a Senior, a rela-
tive or friend of a Senior? Are you, or 
they, worried about staying home long-
term? If you'd  like some direction or 
assistance, without alienating your loved 
one, I CAN HELP YOU. Sealani Weiner, 
Geriatric Care Manager. Licensed Inde-
pendent Clinical Social Worker in MD & 
DC, Certified Care Manager AND Ber-

wyn Heights resident.  240-965-7274. 

Child Care:  Loving, licensed child care 
in BH, Monday thru Friday, 6:30 A.M. to 
5:30 P.M.  Call 301 (313) 9131. 

Computer Repair:  Having computer 
problems? Want files moved from an old 
computer to a new one? Flat rates 
cheaper than any store around. Call Ja-
son 301-919-9980. 

 We’re told they’re good for us, but 
why do sunscreen, jogging and whole 
grains contribute to immune depletion 
and obesity?  Your doctor cannot tell you 
why, but I will.  SCOTT 301-325-8223. 

BULLETIN BOARD 

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS 

Boys & Girls Club  

Soccer Commissioner: Tino Menjivar 
 301-614-8933 

Softball Commissioner (acting): Dave 
 Carter 301-441-2263 

Baseball Commissioner: Ronnie  

 Compton 301-345-2661 

Tee Ball Commissioner: Jim Hudson 
 301-982-2052 

Basketball Commissioner (acting):  

 Kristen Buker 240-965-7055 

Cheerleading Commissioner: Kristen 
 Buker 240-965-7055 

Ball Hockey Commissioner: Kevin  

 Conover 301-441-1569 

Track Commissioner: Jeff Osmond  

 301-474-2737 
 

Neighborhood Watch/Environmental 

Protection/CERT 

Co-Chair Ron Shane 240-965-7022  

Co-Chair Joan Hayden 301-474-5037 
 

Historical Committee 

 M. David Williams 301-345-6214 
 

Men’s League 

 Jim McGinnis 301-345-1223 

 

Playgroup 

 Rose Almoguera 301-446-2427 
 

Quilter’s Club 

  Lois Williams 301-345-6214 

 

Recreation Council 

 Trinity Tomsic 301-474-6350 
 

Seniors Club 

 Jean McConnell 301-345-6373  

 

 

Richard K. Gehring 

Home Improvements 

Remodeling & Repairs 

Carpentry — Drywall  

 Painting 

Serving Berwyn Heights 

For over 25 Years 

MHIC #84145  

Telephone 

301-441-1246 

Lawn mowing and trimming, yard rak-
ing and cleanup, basement cleanout, 
painting, plumbing, general handyman. 
Reasonable rates and flexible schedule. 
Call Phil at 202-718-8530. Berwyn 
Heights references available. 

Attention Seniors: Kind, compassionate 
Berwyn Heights resident available to go 
grocery shopping, run errands, etc. 
Please call Mary Ann at (301) 982-9295.  

Childcare: Miss Debbie, the Mary Pop-
pins childcare provider of 29 years in 
B.H. is ISO another family.  Will play, 
read, color, do puzzles but no heavy 
housework as your child is more impor-
tant.  Will also watch children on week-
ends and evenings. Call (301)345-7622. 

Need Computer help? Call RJ 240-602-
0815. Microsoft A+ Certified.  

Licensed Family Daycare:  Opening for 
infant to 12 years old.  Before and after 
care for BH Elementary School available. 
Vouchers are accepted.  Meals are pro-
vided.  Openings are Monday-Friday 
from 6 AM to 6 PM.  Please contact Ka-
runa at 301-345-2939. 

Berwyn Heights Republicans invite you 
to join us! If you are interested in getting 
together with us or if you would like more 
information, please contact Lorraine by 
email at gotv12@yahoo.com. 
 

Tutor:  High school math, science, his-
tory and writing.  Please call 301-982-
9636. 

Need Help with Grass Cutting, Yard 
Work or Pet Sitting? Call Jeremy (16 
yrs) or Shane (15 yrs) at 301-474-2002. 

Free mulch delivery & more. Minimum 
10 bags. (240) 487-8941." 
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 04/06/12 at 2:12 am, Pfc. Ignowski 
stopped a suspicious person at the loca-
tion of 6000 block of Pontiac Street. Pfc. 
Ignowski observed a W/H/M wearing all 
dark clothing with his hood pulled over 
his head. Subject was patted down for 
weapons and burglary tools. None was 
found and he was sent on way. 

04/06/12 at 10:45 pm, Pfc. Roberson 
responded to the 8500 block of 60th Ave-
nue for a report of a stolen 1999 Ply-
mouth Van. Investigation revealed that 
the van was stolen on 03/28/12. How-
ever, the reporting person could not give 
the responding officer any pertinent infor-
mation about the vehicle to be entered 
into the NCIC. 

04/07/12 at 2:17 am, Pfc. Ignowski ob-
served a suspicious B/M near the 5700 
block of Berwyn Road with all dark cloth-
ing. He was questioned and sent on way. 

04/09/12 at 1:51 pm, Pfc. Thompson 
responded to the 8500 block of 58th Ave-
nue for a report of theft from a vehicle. 
An unknown person removed a radio 
from a 2006 Honda. 

04/10/12 at 6:51 pm, Pfc. Krouse re-
sponded to the 5900 block of Natasha 
Drive for a report of a unresponsive per-
son. Investigation revealed that a 38 Y/O, 
W/M, was found in his home by his wife 
and appeared to be deceased. Prince 
George's County Homicide detective 
along with the Maryland Medical Exam-
iner responded to the scene and assisted 
Pfc. Krouse. The deceased was trans-
ported to the ME for autopsy. Investiga-
tion continues. 

04/17/12 at 5:35 pm, Pfc. Krouse re-
sponded to the 8900 block of 57th Ave-
nue for a landlord and tenant dispute. 

04/18/12 at 2:00 am Sgt. Moroney re-
sponded to the 5800 block of Bucknell 
Terr., for a report of vandalism to a 2010 
Kia. Unknown person scratched the word 
'FAG' into the vehicle. 

04/19/12 at 10:54 pm, Pfc. Krouse im-
pounded a 2006 Chevy Truck from the 
location of Greenbelt Road and 60th 
Avenue. The driver a 27 Y/O, W/M was 
driving without a license. 

04/20/12 at 2:00 am, Pfc. Ignowski ob-
served a suspicious male wearing all 
black standing in the area of 5800 Block 
of Bucknell Terr. The suspicious person 
was identified and sent on way. 

04/20/12 at 6:40 pm, Pfc. Roberson im-
pounded a 2003 Honda motorcycle from 
the location of 8200 55th Avenue for be-
ing unregistered and uninsured. 

04/20/12 at 7:00 pm Pfc. Roberson re-
sponded to the 6200 block of Seminole 
Place for a death investigation. A long 
time Town resident passed away at the 
age of 99. 

04/20/12 at 7:43 pm, Pfc. Ignowski re-
sponded to the 6000 block of Osage 
Street for a report of an identity theft. 
Victim a 35 Y/O, B/M claims that he re-
ceived a bill from an alarm company that 
had installed an alarm in California. 

04/20/12 at 8:30 pm, Pfc. Roberson re-
sponded to the 5800 block of Bucknell 
Terrace for a report of vandalism to a 
2001 Mercedes. Unknown person 
scratched the rear passenger door with 
an unknown object. 

04/20/12 at 11:33 pm, Pfc. Ignowski en-
countered a disorderly driver who re-
fuses to stop his vehicle in the 6000 
block of Greenbelt Road. He later com-
plied and received 
s e ve r a l c i t a -
tions. 

 

BERWYN HEIGHTS POLICE BEAT 
“Police Beat” includes crimes 
and accidents that occurred 
during the month of April 2012.  
It is not a complete listing of 
every crime and/or accident 

that occurred in the Town.  Incidents are 
listed from beginning of the month to the 
end of the month starting with the first 
report taken during the period within a 
specified category. 

04/01/12 at about 3:00 am, Pfc. 
Ignowski responded to a loud party at 
6309 Seminole Street. On arrival there 
were loud music, chaos, people throwing 
up, and people having sex. Pfc. 
Ignowski stated that he could clearly see 
so many people in an advance state of 
intoxication; the public was in danger 
inside and outside the house. He saw at 
least 50 people in and around the 
house. Men were having sex with 
women in front of everyone and there 
were vomit everywhere. He immediately 
yanks the cable to the music speaker 
and met the homeowner to shut the 
party down. Pfc. Ignowski stayed for 
about 30 minutes to monitor the crowd 
and arranged taxi cab for some of the 
patronage. 

04/01/12 at 10:25 am, Pfc. Thompson 
responded to the 5900 block of Green-
belt Road for a report of a damaged gas 
hose. 

04/02/12 at 11:25 am, Pfc. Thompson 
was contacted by a resident of the 8500 
block of 58th Avenue in regards to an 
unknown person vandalizing her 2006 
VW. 

04/03/12 at 2:10 pm, Pfc. Krouse, Det. 
Unger and Chief Antolik observed two 
[02] suspicious white males walking 
around the area of 58th Avenue and 
Pontiac Street. The two were stopped 
and both individuals failed to produce 
identification. They stated that they were 
looking for jobs around Town. Warrants 
were checked and they were sent on 
way. 

04/03/12 at 6:00 pm, Pfc. Krouse recov-
ered two street signs from inside a 
house located in the 8900 block of Semi-
nole Street. The signs were ‘62’nd Ave. 
sign and ‘63’rd Ave. 

04/04/12 at 1:00 pm, Cpl. Bennett re-
sponded to the police headquarter and 
met with Ms. Gabrielle Brown. Ms. 
Brown had an open warrant and turned 
herself in. Ms. Brown a 22 Y/O, B/F, 
from Montgomery County. She was 
transported to the PG County DOC with-
out incident. 

NON-EMERGENCY 

POLICE DISPATCH 

PHONE NUMBER 

301-352-1200 

Here is the Procedure for getting 

Berwyn Heights police officer re-

sponse for non-emergency police 

service or assistance. 

1. Call 301-352-1200 (P.G. 

County Police).   

2. Give dispatcher your name, 

address where you are, a 

phone number where you can 

be reached, and explain why 

you need a police officer. 

3. Critically Important:  Tell the 

dispatcher that you want the 

on-duty Berwyn Heights police 

officer to contact you or to re-

spond. 

4. In an emergency, Call 911. 



Berwyn Heights Bulletin — Page 30 

HENRY’S 
Painting & Decorations, Inc.  

Interior & Exterior  

Custom Paint 

Drywall Repairs 

Plastering 

Power Washing 

Staining 

Wallpaper Removal 

Water Damage Repairs 

Top of line Primers and Paints 

EPA CERTIFIED 

BONDED & INSURED 

MHIC 129054 

FREE ESTIMATES 

 Please give us a call: 

 (301) 300-1347 or 

 (571) 245-8421 

 

Are you searching for  

professional assistance  

with your organization  

or business newsletter?    

I do the layout for this  

newsletter, and I would like to assist you.  

I will provide potential clients  

with references and samples of my work  

on other newsletters. 

Helen Van Doren — 301-982-0767 
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CALENDAR 
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TOWN OF BERWYN HEIGHTS 

5700 Berwyn Road 

Berwyn Heights, Maryland 20740-2799 
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BERWYN HEIGHTS, MARYLAND 

Dated Material — Do Not Delay! 

TOWN INFORMATION 

Town of Berwyn Heights Phone Nos. 
Emergency - Fire Rescue  .........................  9-1-1  

Police (Non-Emergency) …………………  (301) 352-1200  

Police Administrative Office  .....................  (301) 474-6554  

Code Compliance Department  ................  (301) 513-9331  

Public Works Department  .........................  (301) 474-6897  

          Email:  publicworks@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Fire Department  ........................................  (301) 474-7866  

Senior Center  ............................................  (301) 474-0018   

Community Center (Gym)  .........................  (301) 345-2808  

Town Office  ...............................................  (301) 474-5000  

         Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Call-A-Bus Reservations …………………. (301) 474-5000  

Maryland Relay Service (TTY)…………….    1(800) 735-2258  

Mayor and Council 
 

Cheye Calvo (301) 474-6350 ccalvo@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Mayor — Public Safety and Health 
 

James Wilkinson (301) 982-5152 jwilkinson@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Mayor Pro Tem — Department of Public Works     (please call before 8:30 p.m.) 
 

Rose Almoguera (301) 446-2427 rose.almoguera@yahoo.com 

Councilmember — Administration 
 

Patti Dennison (301) 404-2759 pdennison@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Councilmember — Parks and Recreation, Education and Civic Affairs 
 

Jodie Kulpa-Eddy (301) 345-1516  jkulpaeddy@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Councilmember — Code Compliance, Construction and Transportation 

Regular Trash Collection Schedule 
North of Pontiac…………… Mondays & Thursdays 

South of Pontiac…………… Tuesdays & Fridays 

Heavy Trash Day: 

Weekly on Thursday for North of Pontiac 

Weekly on Friday for South of Pontiac 

Recycling Schedule: 

Wednesdays for the entire Town. 

Town Helpline 
Do you have a suggestion or problem or a 

question on an ordinance, or have a histori-

cal question?  Want to receive meeting 

agendas or minutes by email? 

Email Town at 

contact@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Be assured that your communication 

will be answered promptly 

Watch Council Meetings 
 

On Comcast channel 71 

FIOS channel 12 

 

Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 

at 11:30 a.m. 

or call the Town Office 

to request a play time. 

Questions or advertising rates — call Administration Department at (301) 474-5000. 

Or email:  emurphy@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Submission deadline is the 15th of the month by 12:00 noon! 

Helen Van Doren, Design & Layout 

Town of Berwyn Heights Website:  http://www.berwyn-heights.com 


