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GreenBee BuzzWorthy: 

Energy Efficiency Assistance 

Program 

In collaboration with other Prince 

George’s County municipalities, the 

Town of Berwyn Heights can offer 

funding to 20 low-to-moderate in-

come residents who are in need of 

home improvements that reduce 

utility bills, such as insulation or 

heating system repairs.  If you are 

interested in this program, please 

send your name, address, phone 

number, and email to the Berwyn 

Heights Green Team:

(bgreen.berwynheights@gmail.com 

or kristinlarson274@gmail.com) or 

call Kristin Larson from the Green 

Team at 202-630-3178 for more in-

formation.  Space is limited so con-

tact the Green Team as soon as 

possible if you are interested, or 

stop by the Town Office for an appli-

cation. 

The next meeting of the  
RECREATION COUNCIL  

will be held on Thursday, July 10, 
at 7:30 P.M.,  

at the Town Office. 

Councilmember Assignments Completed 

Cheye Calvo (Mayor) — Public Safety 
and Health 
Jodie Kulpa-Eddy (Mayor Pro Tem)— 
Administration 
Patti Dennison — Parks and Recrea-
tion, Education and Civic Affairs 
Christopher Rasmussen — Code En-
forcement 
Anthony Schreiber — Public Works 

 
 

 

 JOIN THE BERWYN HEIGHTS YAHOO GROUP AND 
STAY ON TOP OF EVERYTHING —  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Berwyn Heights Group/ 

 ELECTRONICS & STYRO-

 FOAM RECYCLING  

 SAT., JULY 26 — 9 to 12 

Residents may recycle old electronic 
items and block Styrofoam at the Green-
belt Public Works Yard, accessible from 
the Buddy Attick parking lot at 555 Cres-
cent Road. 

Alternately, residents can drop electron-
ics off at the Berwyn Heights Public 
Works Yard at 8418 Ballew Avenue the 
week leading up to the recycling date. 

For more information call 240-542-2153. 
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This section does not currently include 
one of the main functions of the TA, 
which is to be the agent of the Town 
Council in ensuring that the Council's 
goals, objectives, policies and priorities 
are carried out. CM Kulpa-Eddy said that 
this role is covered in Section 7. 

The following changes were made to 
draft 2 of the Ordinance: 

Section 10 (A), charging the TA with the 
duty to "provide for the enforcement of all 
Town ordinances, appropriate County 
ordinances and state law" was deemed 
to be too sweeping. It was revised to 
read that the TA is responsible for 
"ensuring execution of all Town ordi-
nances, and compliance with state and 
federal laws." As an instrumentality of the 
State of Maryland, the Town does not 
enforce County ordinances, although it 
can opt into them. It should be clarified 
that the Police Department has responsi-
bility for enforcing criminal statutes. 

Section 10 (B) was changed to make 
attendance of all committee meetings 
optional. Language stating that the "TA 
shall notice all meetings of the Town 
Council was" was changed to "ensure 
compliance with the Open Meetings Law 
and Public Information Act."  

Section 10 (F) was changed to read that 
the TA is responsible for ensuring that 
the Town's IT infrastructure is properly 
managed. It was clarified that the TA is 
not to act as an IT manager. 

Section 10 (G) charging the TA with 
maintaining the Town's records including 
minutes of all public meetings and execu-
tive sessions was revised to state that 
the TA is responsible for ensuring re-
cords are kept and Maryland's Open 
Meetings Law and Public Information Act 
is complied with. The Section was inte-
grated with 10 (B). 

Section 10 (H) was revised to read 
"advise the Town Council regarding such 
measures and actions deemed to be in 
the best interest of the Town." 

Section 10 (I) charging the TA with the 
responsibility to "employ, promote, set 
compensation, reprimand, suspend or 
terminate..." was considered too sweep-
ing. The hiring and firing of directors and 
core function supervisors remains the 
prerogative of the Town Council in its 
capacity as CEO. A distinction needs to 
be made between directors and supervi-
sors, on the one hand, and other Town 
staff, on the other, over whose employ-
ment the TA has greater authority. Com-
pensation decisions are made within the 
context of the budget process, and are 
not at the discretion of the TA. 

At 8:25 p.m., the Council took a 5 minute 

break. 

The Council continued reviewing the 
Ordinance and made further changes.  

Section 3 The definition of "policy" was 
revised to read "a course of action, strat-
egy, goals, objectives and priorities es-
tablished by the Council, Council Mem-
ber/ Department Head, TA or Depart-
ment Director that governs a specific 
execution of operations." 

Section 5 It was clarified that a surety 
bond is a promise to pay one party (the 
obligee), in this case the Town, a certain 
amount if a second party (the principal), 
in this case, the TA, fails to meet some 
obligation, such as fulfilling the terms of 
a contract, and protects the obligee 
against losses. A blanket bond would 
cover the entire Town, not just one per-
son. 

Section 8 was changed to read "The TA 
shall designate a member of the Town 
staff as acting TA who will carry out the 
duties in his absence, and inform the 
Town Council in writing." 

Section 11 was revised to read 
"Departments shall submit all operational 
and budgetary matters requiring Town 
Council action to the TA, who shall sub-
mit them to the Town Council..." Boards 
and Committees were excluded from this 
requirement, as some are under direct 
Council supervision. 

TA Murphy was asked to make the 
above corrections as soon as possible 
and send the revised document to the 
Council. If needed, Mayor Calvo may 
schedule an additional meeting to dis-
cuss the Ordinance before adoption at 
the May 14 Town meeting. 

Benches: Mayor Calvo said that the 
Council wanted to get benches for Pops 
Park and bus stops around Town. For 
budgeting purposes, he would like the 
Council to decide on the number and 
type of bench to be installed. The Coun-
cil agreed to purchase twelve 4' park 
benches made of plastic coated mesh. 
At bus stops, the benches will be an-
chored in a concrete pad to be installed 
in conjunction with the construction of 
sidewalks to keep cost down. MPT Wil-
kinson moved to appropriate $5,000 for 
park benches and concrete pads. CM 
Dennison seconded. The motion passed 
4 to 0. 

Pot holes: TA Murphy explained that 
Acting Director of Public Works Lockley 
met with a road contractor to take an 
inventory of pot holes on Town streets. A 
unit cost of repairing pot holes could not 
be determined because the price will 
vary with the size of the hole and the 
condition of the surrounding road sur-
face. Therefore, it is recommended the 

W orksession 

April 21, 2014 

 

 The meeting was called to order 
at 7:04 p.m. Present were Mayor Cheye 
Calvo, Mayor Pro Tem (MPT) James 
Wilkinson and Councilmembers (CM) 
Patricia Dennison and Jodie Kulpa-Eddy. 
CM Almoguera had an excused ab-
sence. Also present were Town Adminis-
trator (TA) Edward Murphy and Clerk 
Kerstin Harper. 

1. Mayor 

Announcements: None. 

Calendar: Berwyn Heights will host the 
Prince George's County Municipal Asso-
ciation (PGCMA) meeting on April 24. A 
budget worksession may be added for 
April 28 or May 5, if needed. The May 19 
worksession was canceled. 

Minutes: On a motion by MPT Wilkinson 
and second by CM Dennison, the March 
17 worksession was approved 4 to 0.  

Department Reports: CM Dennison an-
nounced that the Recreation Council will 
finalize Berwyn Heights Day at its May 1 
meeting. Volunteers are still needed. 
MPT Wilkinson reported that April 12 
Town-wide cleanup went well. No trash 
totals are available yet. Mayor Calvo said 
that Chief Antolik announced at the last 
Town meeting that this Friday will be a 
no tolerance day. Any traffic violation will 
be cited, and no warnings given.  

Citizen comments: Mayor Calvo said that 
he received many comments when cam-
paigning, including the bad condition of 
roads, rental properties, the budget and 
the FBI headquarters. CM Dennison 
received a comment on a rental property. 
CM Kulpa-Eddy received comments on 
potholes, non-emergency calls and a 
tree on 58th Avenue at Greenbelt Road. 

MPT Wilkinson said that Delegate Wash-
ington at the last Town meeting ex-
pressed concern that Prince George's 
County's elected officials appear not to 
be united in their support for Greenbelt 
Station as the best site for the FBI head-
quarters. He asked whether the Town 
should follow up and urge them to take a 
stand for Greenbelt Station. CM Kulpa-
Eddy said that this impression was 
largely based on a biased report in the 
Washington Business Journal. 

Ordinance 121 - Executive Powers & 
Duties: The Council reviewed draft 2 of 
the Ordinance, which incorporates 
changes made at the previous workses-
sion. Mayor Calvo suggested focusing 
on Section 10 - Duties of the Town Ad-
ministrator (TA), which contains an item-
ized list of the TA's core responsibilities. 
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Council appropriate a lump sum for pot 
hole repairs to be used judiciously on 
holes that have the best prospects for 
holding up at least 5 years. 

Mayor Calvo said he thinks the repair of 
pot holes should be undertaken in the 
context of a Town-wide street renovation 
plan. Inexpensive, short-term fixes 
should be considered for pot holes on 
roads designated to be renovated within 
the next few years. Acting Director Lock-
ley will be asked to draft a pot hole repair 
plan.  

Fee & fines schedule changes: TA Mur-
phy said that the Council usually consid-
ers whether fees and fines for ordinance 
violations should be adjusted as part of 
the budget process. Since he has been 
more closely involved in the manage-
ment of the Code Department, he thinks 
that there is too much delay between the 
occurrence of a Clean Lot Ordinance 
violation and the first notice to home 
owners about a possible fine. He sug-
gested tightening the time frames for 
sending out notices and imposing fines, 
one solution being to send out a warning 
notice on the same day a door hanger is 
left at a property. 

Mayor Calvo said he thinks the problem 
is not so much the current notification 
time frames but the record keeping with 
respect to repeat violations. Courtesy 
door hangers are only given to first time 
violators, with 15 day intervals between 
door hanger, warning letter and fine let-
ters, respectively. Repeat offenders do 
not receive door hangers, but are mailed 
a warning letter with a 7 day interval be-
fore a fine is imposed. The Code officers 
should focus on problem properties with 
repeated violations, which requires good 
record keeping. No changes in fees, 
fines or notification schedules were 
made. 

TA Murphy suggested imposing new 
fines for the improper disposal of yard 
waste, based on the fines imposed for 
improper disposal of other refuse under 
the Refuse Collection Ordinance. Many 
home owners still use plastic bags which 
have been banned by the County landfill. 
CM Kulpa-Eddy said that the same fines 
used for improper disposal of waste 
could be applied to yard waste. The 
Council agreed. 

TA Murphy said one recurring problem 
the Code Department has to deal with is 
missed appointments for inspections and 
re-inspections of rental homes, as man-
dated by the Rental Housing Ordinance. 
Missed appointments increase the work-
load for Code staff, as appointments 
have to be rescheduled and more visits 
to the premise made. Similarly, more 
time is wasted when a home owner does 

not address all deficiencies uncovered 
by an inspection by the time the home is 
re-inspected. He recommended raising 
the fine for missing the first appointment 
of a rental inspection from $25 to $50; 
for missing the second appointment from 
$50 to $100; and for missing the third 
appointment from $100 to $150. The 
fines for incomplete re-inspections 
should be raised along the same lines. 
Mayor Calvo said he supports the pro-
posed raises. The Council agreed. 

TA Murphy further proposed to impose a 
new fine of $100 when home owners fail 
to have their rental home inspected by 
the rental license renewal date. The 
Code Department sends out rental re-
newal application packets 60 days prior 
to the renewal date, which must be re-
turned to the office with payment 30 
days prior to the renewal date. Additional 
$100 fines are proposed if the initial in-
spection has not been completed within 
15 and 30 days, respectively, after the 
license renewal date. 

Mayor Calvo said that such a violation is 
not referenced in the Rental Housing 
Ordinance. However, renting without a 
license, which carries a $400 fine, is 
referenced. Therefore, if a rental home 
owner fails to complete all requirements 
for a license renewal, including the home 
inspection, by the renewal date, his li-
cense expires and he is subject to a 
$400 fine. But this penalty must be an-
nounced when the application materials 
are sent out, so landlords have time to 
comply. The Code Director would have 
discretion in waiving the fine if the home 
owner is trying to complete the applica-
tion requirements in good faith. The 
Council agreed. 

Nothing was discussed under 2. Public 
Safety and 3. Public Works. 

4. Administration 

Subdivision request - 5811 Pontiac 
Street: TA Murphy explained that the 
property owner of the double lot at 5811 
Pontiac Street, Scott Chismar, has filed 
for a minor subdivision request, which 
would change the lot lines from their 
current east-west orientation to a north-
south orientation. This would create a 
new legal building site with access from 
Pontiac Street. The request does not 
require the Town's approval. However, if 
the Council wants give input on parking 
options it should do so before the plans 
are submitted to Park & Planning.  

TA Murphy said the plan he was shown 
by Mr. Chismar's surveyor made no pro-
vision for a driveway for the existing 
house. After discussing the driveway 
options with the surveyor, he believes 
the best option would be to place a 

driveway immediately to the left of the 
home in the eastern side yard with a 20' 
setback from Cunningham Drive. The 
driveway can run the length of the home 
and provide up to 3 off-street parking 
spaces. 

Mayor Calvo said it is not the Town's 
responsibility to come up with a plan for 
his driveway. The owner should be in-
formed that he needs to devise a plan for 
off-street parking for the rental property, 
which is a condition for obtaining a rental 
license. Mayor Calvo further noted that 
Mr. Chismar contacted him about his 
plans. He wants to build a house for him-
self on one of the lots, so he can move 
back to Berwyn Heights and take care of 
his dad. No action was taken.  

Four Cities agenda: Mayor Calvo pro-
posed to add a discussion of the speed 
camera legislation passed during this 
legislative session. The Route 1 animal 
shelter and the Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment tax rebate are already on the 
agenda. 

6. Parks and Recreation 

Volunteer appreciation dinner date: TA 
Murphy was asked to come back with a 
proposed date for the next meeting. Like-
wise for the employee appreciation lunch 
date. 

7. Executive Session (10:00 p.m. - 10:16 
p.m.) 

On a motion by CM Dennison and sec-
ond by CM Kulpa-Eddy, the Council went 
into executive session to discuss a per-
sonnel matter. With the matter dis-
cussed, CM Dennison moved and CM 
Kulpa-Eddy seconded to end the execu-
tive session. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:16 
p.m. 

Kerstin Harper, Town Clerk 

 

W orksession 

May 12, 2014 

 

 The meeting was called to order 
at 7:04 p.m. Present were Mayor Cheye 
Calvo, Mayor Pro Tern (MPT) James 
Wilkinson and Councilmembers CMs 
Rose Almoguera, Patricia Dennison and 
Jodie Kulpa-Eddy. MPT Wilkinson ar-
rived half an hour late due to work-
related reasons. Also present were Town 
Administrator (TA) Edward Murphy and 
Clerk Kerstin Harper. 

1. Mayor 

Announcements: The results of the May 
6 Town Council election were an-
nounced. Cheye Calvo received 239 of 
283 votes cast and will be Mayor, Jodie 
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Kulpa-Eddy received 157 votes and will 
be Mayor Pro Tern, Patricia Dennison 
received 125 votes, Anthony Schreiber 
received 88 votes, and Christopher Ras-
mussen received 80 votes. 

Calendar: The Council will need to 
schedule a date to interview candidates 
for the Code supervisor position. The 
Town Administrator search will probably 
commence in September 2014. 

Minutes: On a motion by CM Kulpa-Eddy, 
and second by CM Dennison, the April 7 
worksession were approved 4 to 0. On a 
motion by CM Kulpa-Eddy, and second 
by CM Dennison, the April 14 budget 
worksession minutes were approved 4 to 
0. The March 10 budget worksession 
minutes, tabled from a previous meeting 
and to be corrected at this meeting, will 
be made available for adoption after the 
break. 

Bulletin cover (discussed out of order): 
The following items were approved for 
the June Bulletin cover: Yard sale theme; 
announcements for tipping day, volunteer 
appreciation and election results; jumps 
for budget amendments, school's out. 

Election post-mortems (discussed out of 
order): Mayor Calvo said this Town 
Council election demonstrated the need 
for changes in the election process. The 
counting of the paper ballots has been 
done differently in each of the three elec-
tions in which paper ballots were used. 
This time, the election judges, after a 
discarded count, decided to pull out all 
ballots on which all 5 candidates running 
were checked off, (approximately 25%) 
and then all ballots on which all 3 named 
candidates were checked off. With that 
done, the tallying of the remaining ballots 
proceeded much faster. This simplifica-
tion might be captured as part of a set of 
formal guidelines for election judges. On 
the other hand, the disqualification of an 
entire ballot, on which one candidate's 
name was written incorrectly, was proba-
bly wrong. Only the incorrect vote on the 
ballot should be discarded, while the oth-
ers should be counted. Again this could 
be adopted into formal guidelines. 

Mayor Calvo further suggested that the 
deadline for requesting absentee ballots 
be modified so that absentee voters can 
request a ballot in person until Election 
Day. Currently, the Town's Election Ordi-
nance sets the deadline at one week 
prior to the election. This makes sense if 
a resident requests that the ballot be sent 
to him or her by mail. But it is not needed 
if the resident comes to the Town office 
and requests the absentee ballot. The 
resident requesting the absentee ballot in 
person can also turn in the completed 
ballot at the same time. The office keeps 
a register of all persons who requested 

an absentee ballot, which is given to the 
election judges along with all absentee 
ballots on the day of the election. 

The Council has already issued several 
rules regarding write-in candidates to 
allow them to participate in candidates’ 
night and to be listed on a sample ballot 
posted in the polling station if they sub-
mitted a Petition of Candidacy and a 
financial disclosure. However, it was 
inappropriate for election judges to high-
light the write-in candidates on the sam-
ple ballot at the expense of the declared 
candidates. Only if asked should they 
inform the voter of the write-in candi-
dates’ names. 

TA Murphy noted that the Town Attorney 
advised to delete any reference to State 
election law from the Town's election 
ordinance because State law has many 
requirements the town does not follow. 
CM Kulpa-Eddy suggested that a sample 
ballot be posted in the polling booth as 
well. Mayor Calvo disagreed because 
this would essentially put write-in candi-
dates on par with declared candidates. 
The Town should encourage candidates 
to declare formally by the regular dead-
line and discourage the write-in route. 
CM Almoguera suggested the Town use 
something other than science back-
boards to function as a polling booth, 
and to purchase a sign as for Berwyn 
Heights Day to announce Town Council 
elections. Mayor Calvo said additional 
signs should be purchased for use in 
other elections. 

Clerk Harper said that the Town's elec-
tion ordinance contains many provisions 
that are no longer relevant to the election 
process. The Council may want to con-
sider updating it. Mayor Calvo replied 
that Ms. Harper, who coordinates the 
elections, should go through the ordi-
nance and recommend changes that 
need to be made. A revised ordinance 
should omit the step by step instructions 
of the voting process and focus on the 
essentials. However, a clarification of the 
provisional voting process and Town 
supplemental registration could be 
added. Detailed guidelines to the elec-
tion judges, such as discussed today, 
might be enacted in a resolution that can 
be changed more easily. 

Department Reports: MPT Wilkinson 
reported that Public Works cut the grass 
at the school field and was busy with 
Berwyn Heights Day preparations and 
cleanup. They did not staff the electron-
ics recycling in Greenbelt because it was 
on Berwyn Heights Day. He appreciated 
receiving a plaque for his service with 
the Town Council. CM Kulpa-Eddy re-
ported that the Code supervisor position 
has been advertised and a number of 

applications have been received. The 
Code Department is dealing with a lot of 
high grass violations after recent rains. 
Residents are requested to keep their 
grass below 10". CM Dennison reported 
that Berwyn Heights Day went well and 
that the Volunteer Appreciation dinner 
will take place on June 18.  

CM Almoguera said that the Playgroup 
has a new coordinator, Jaime Sampson, 
whose contact information is in the Bulle-
tin. The Playgroup's Facebook page has 
been renamed "berwyn heights ex-
change." CM Almoguera is turning over a 
Playgroup that is now 86 families strong, 
up from 5 families when she took over in 
2010. 

Mayor Calvo reported that Berwyn 
Heights Day went off very smoothly with 
only a little confusion in lining up the pa-
rade. It worked out well to have the bag-
pipes play at the end of the ceremonies 
as people stayed around to hear them. 
Mayor Calvo also reported that two seri-
ous crimes occurred during the last 
month. One was a carjacking at the new 
7 Eleven, committed by two Berwyn 
Heights juveniles. They were tracked to a 
home on 56th Avenue by a Park Police K
-9 unit. This house has been a source of 
trouble for quite some time and gener-
ated over 100 emergency calls in the last 
couple of years. However, the night after 
the carjackers were arrested the house 
was vacated by those who lived there. 
The other crime was a burglary on 63rd 
Avenue. Officer Ignowski arrived at the 
scene in time to chase them down and 
arrest them. 

Citizen comments: MPT Wilkinson re-
ceived a number of compliments on his 
service as Town Councilmember. He 
also learned that a couple of cars parked 
alongside the T-ball field on 56th Avenue 
got stuck in the mud. The drivers did not 
know they could park on the grassy park-
ing area. This could have been avoided if 
signage directing park users to the park-
ing area had been posted. Furthermore, 
it appears that the police are not sure 
where cars are supposed to park either. 
At least one T-ball parent was told by an 
officer not to park on the grassy area. 
Last year, the Council approved installa-
tion of a whole series of signs and mark-
ing of pavement as part of an Indian 
Creek parking plan. It appears the plan 
was not communicated to the department 
directors for implementation. CM Kulpa-
Eddy said she received a comment about 
the swampy area near the T-ball field, 
which could perhaps be drained with a 
culvert under the bike path. 

At 8:08 p.m., the Council took a 5 minute 
break. 
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Ordinance 121 - Executive Powers & 
Duties: The Council reviewed draft 7 of 
the Ordinance, which incorporates pro-
posed edits by CM Kulpa-Eddy, MPT 
Wilkinson and Mayor Calvo. Mayor 
Calvo explained his changes.  

In Section 10 - Duties of the Town Ad-
ministrator Subsection (L) it is clarified 
that the Town Administrator (TA) is re-
sponsible for ensuring that all employ-
ment-related decisions conform to the 
Town's personnel manual, the Town 
budget, and state and federal law. The 
Town Council decides or approves all 
employment matters regarding directors 
and core function supervisors. 

In Section 10 (B) it is clarified that the TA 
prepares Council meetings under the 
direction of the Mayor, who is responsi-
ble for setting the meeting agenda. In 
Section 10 (P), a provision was deleted 
that gave the TA authority to "sign on 
behalf of the Town any contract author-
ized by Town Council." The Town Char-
ter designates the Mayor to sign con-
tracts and agreements. The Council had 
no objections. 

CM Kulpa-Eddy explained her comments 
and questions. The following edits were 
approved: 

In Section 7 - Chief Administrative Offi-
cer, the TA is responsible to the Town 
Council for the proper administration of 
the Town, as well as for the execution of 
Town ordinances and for compliance 
with state and federal laws. 

In Section 8 - Acting Town Administrator, 
the TA may designate in writing different 
employees as acting Town Administrator 
and as acting Chief Financial Officer 
after informing the Town Council. In the 
event of a prolonged absence, the Town 
Council shall appoint an acting TA who 
shall serve until the TA is able to resume 
his duties or a new TA or acting TA is 
appointed. 

In Section 11 - Matters Directed to Town 
Administrator's Attention, a provision 
was revised to read “all formal depart-
mental and employee requests to the 
Town Council must be submitted to the 
TA in advance for instructions on current 
policy and procedures, options and ac-
tions." 

In Section 12 - Interaction, a provision 
was left standing that encourages de-
partment heads not to give orders to 
subordinates and work with the TA to 
accomplish individual goals for their de-
partment. It was clarified that the TA may 
suspend operational directives of a de-
partment head if they are in conflict with 
existing Town policies and procedures 
until the Town Council can address the 
issue. Department head was added as a 

defined term in Section 2 - Definitions as 
the Councilmember having charge of the 
policy direction of a department. 

In Section 13 - Removal a core function 
supervisor was given the same standing 
with regard to removal from office as a 
director, acting director and TA, who may 
be removed in accordance with the law 
by a majority vote of the sitting members 
of the Town Council. Generally, those 
officers appointed by the Council will also 
be removed by the Council. 

TA Murphy was asked to make the 
above changes by the next day and sub-
mit the Ordinance to the Council for re-
view prior to adoption at the May 14 
Town meeting. 

Nothing was discussed under 2. Public 
Works and 3. Administration. 

4. Code Compliance 

Resolution 04-2014 increasing rental 
housing fines: TA Murphy presented a 
resolution showing the revised fines for 
missed appointments for rental inspec-
tions and incomplete re-inspections. 
Mayor Calvo said the thought that the 
fine for a 3rd missed appointment was 
set at $150 rather than $175. MPT Wil-
kinson said that it may be better to set it 
at $200, which would reflect the doubling 
of all fines the Council changed at the 
last worksession. He so moved. CM 
Dennison seconded. The motion passed 
5 to 0. TA Murphy was asked to include 
previous fines as strike-throughs for 
adoption of the resolution at the May 14 
Town meeting. 

Berwyn Heights Day post-mortems: The 
Council flagged several problems en-
countered on Berwyn Heights Day, in-
cluding continued water problems from 
poor drainage in front of the concession 
stand bathrooms, no toilet paper in the 
women's bathrooms, missing large serv-
ing trays and a malfunctioning power 
strip at the pancake breakfast. 

Minutes (continued): MPT Wilkinson 
moved to adopt the March 10 budget 
worksession minutes. CM Dennison sec-
onded.  

The minutes were adopted 5 to 0. 

5. Parks and Recreation 

Items were discussed under Mayor's 
agenda. 

6. Public Safety 

Police car purchase: TA Murphy recalled 
that the Council postponed the decision 
to purchase a new police car because it 
had reservations about the size and 
model of the car recommended by Chief 
Antolik. He also spoke with the dealer 
about purchasing a police car in January 
2015, which the Council was consider-

ing. He learned that if a vehicle is or-
dered in January it won't be delivered 
until March. It takes 3 months for the 
manufacturer to fill an order. The Town 
will also be charged a higher 2015 model 
price, rather than the 2014 price it would 
pay if it follows through with the order it 
placed in March of this year. 

TA Murphy further explained that the 
Chief recommends purchasing the larger 
Ford SUV because most of the Town's 
officers are tall and will not be comfort-
able in a smaller Dodge Charger. In ad-
dition, the officers have to carry more 
things in their cars because they do not 
have specialized vehicles, such as 
paddy wagons to carry prisoners. In-
stead, a cage may need to be installed in 
the backseat. This particular vehicle will 
be assigned to the Town's DARE officer, 
who carries educational materials in ad-
dition to the weapons, evidence kits and 
other standard equipment. Therefore, he 
recommends going forward with the pur-
chase of the Ford SUV, for which a pur-
chase order has already been issued in 
order to reserve it for a July delivery. The 
Council consented. 

School zone speed limit change: Mayor 
Calvo informed that the State Legislature 
recently revised the speed camera law to 
raise the minimum speed limit for school 
zones from 15 mph to 20 mph, among 
other things. This means that the Town 
can only issue speed camera tickets to 
drivers who go more than 32 mph in the 
school zone on Pontiac Street because 
tickets can only be issued when drivers 
exceed the posted speed limit by more 
than 12 mph. The Town will at some 
point have to post new speed limit signs. 

MPT Wilkinson commented this will 
probably affect FY 2015 speed camera 
revenue projections, which may have to 
lowered. Mayor Calvo agreed but noted 
that most of the revenue comes from the 
speed camera on Greenbelt Road. He 
wondered if the Council needed to 
change a Town ordinance or resolution 
to comply. CM Almoguera said that she 
would not take any action, but simply not 
issue tickets unless cars go faster than 
32 mph. She said this legislation is 
wrong headed and makes school zones 
less safe. Not only does it reduce the 
size of the school zone from a 1/2 mile to 
a 1/4 mile radius, but allows drivers to go 
faster there as well. The Council agreed. 

7. Budget 

TA Murphy said that health insurance 
premiums were raised by another 2.3% 
in the last quarter, but the appropriation 
in the introduced FY 2015 budget is suffi-
cient to cover the increase. Further, he 
also plans to propose a composite health 
insurance premium, which redistributes 
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Public Safety Taxing District (PSTD) 
budget. This budget has not changed 
much in recent years because the com-
mercial tax base has been stable. A 
small increase of $1,000 will bring the FY 
2015 PSTD budget to $72,800. The 
PSTD levies a special 10 cent real prop-
erty tax and a 15 cent personal property 
tax on businesses in Town. It funds one 
police officer, which happens to be De-
tective Unger. 

At 7:44 p.m., Mayor Calvo opened the 
public hearing. With no comments, the 
hearing was closed at 7:45 p.m. 

Ordinance No. 108: Mayor Calvo ex-
plained that the Council decided to 
amend this Ordinance to increase the 
monthly stipend of Councilmembers from 
$150 to $250 per month, effective Janu-
ary 2015. The budget impact will be 
$3,000 this fiscal year and another 
$3,000 next fiscal year. 

At 7:46 p.m., Mayor Calvo opened the 
public hearing. With no comments, the 
hearing was closed at 7:47 p.m. 

2. Minutes 

Clerk Harper read a summary of the April 
9 Town meeting minutes. On a motion by 
MPT Wilkinson and second by CM Den-
nison, the minutes were approved 5 to 0. 

3. Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer Lape gave the Treasurer's 
report for the month of April. 

4. Unfinished Business 

Ordinance No. 165 - 2nd Reading & 
Adoption of FY 2015 Town Budget: 
Clerk Harper read the adopting language 
of the Ordinance. MPT Wilkinson moved 
to adopt it. CM Dennison seconded. TA 
Murphy noted an error in the reported 
personal property tax rate, which should 
read $1.365 per $100 of assessed per-
sonal property.  

Mayor Calvo commented that this has 
been the second tough budget in a three-
year period of lower real property as-
sessments. Last year, the Town was 
able to absorb the drop in real property 
tax revenues without increasing the tax 
rate, largely by cutting one full-time po-
lice officer position. But this year, a 1.4 
cents tax rate increase was needed to 
make ends meet. To keep the tax in-
crease small, the Council has been crea-
tive in holding the line on expenditures. 
In Public Works, the smart use of part-
time employees has yielded savings that 
helps fund the new part-time clerk posi-
tion. In the Code Department, the hiring 
of a code supervisor instead of a director 
will save approximately $12,000.  

He is pleased, however, that the Council 
stepped up to fund the completion of the 

premiums so that older employees and 
employees with children will not bear as 
much of the increases as they otherwise 
would under the Affordable Care Act. 
Mayor Calvo said he is skeptical about 
the proposal and will see actual num-
bers before considering such a change. 
On a different note, he will propose that 
the Town pay Medicare Part B expenses 
for employees over 65 rather than keep 
them on the Town's Care First plan. 

Mayor Calvo proposed that the Council 
appropriate $10,000 from surplus to 
contribute to a feasibility study for an 
animal shelter serving the Route 1 corri-
dor. This money would only be spent if 
the study is actually done. MPT Wilkin-
son so moved. CM Dennison seconded. 
The motion passed 5 to 0.  

Mayor Calvo asked if the FY 2014 
budget covers all the anticipated ex-
penses related to the TA and code su-
pervisor search. TA Murphy said a small 
amount may have to be set aside for 
advertising in the FY 2015 budget. 
Mayor Calvo suggested this be financed 
with a FY 2014 budget amendment. 
Similarly, the code supervisor search 
can probably be paid out of the FY 2014 
Code Department budget because of the 
salary lapse. CM Kulpa-Eddy agreed 
that there are sufficient funds. 

MPT Wilkinson asked if any money is 
left in the kitty. TA Murphy said there is 
$1,400 left. He was advised to reduce 
the sum taken from surplus by this 
amount. Further, TA Murphy was asked 
to provide the budget ordinance to the 
Council for review prior to adoption at 
the May 14 Town meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 p.m. 

Kerstin Harper, Town Clerk 

 

T own Meeting 

May 14, 2014 

 

 The meeting was called to or-
der at 7:30 p.m. Present were Mayor 
Calvo, Mayor Pro Tem (MPT) Wilkinson, 
CMs Almoguera, Dennison, and Kulpa-
Eddy, and Councilmembers-elect Chris 
Rasmussen and Anthony Schreiber. Also 
present were Town Administrator (TA) 
Murphy, Chief of Police Antolik, Treas-
urer Lape, Clerk Harper and citizens. 

Mayor Calvo led the Pledge of Alle-
giance. 

1. Hearings 

FY 2015 Town budget: Mayor Calvo 
gave a summary of the FY 2015 budget. 
The key feature is an increase in the real 
property tax rate of 1.4 cents per $100 of 

assessed value to make up for the drop 
in real property tax revenues resulting 
from the January 2013 reassessment. 
The budget also continues the 3 cents 
road tax to help finance future road re-
pairs bringing the total real property tax 
rate to 53 cents per $100 of assessed 
valuation. Income tax revenues are set 
to go up by 10% to $380,000 and are 
one of the few bright spots in the reve-
nue picture. Combined revenues will 
fund an operating budget of $2,572,000, 
a 5% increase over FY 2014. On the 
expenditure side, the budget reinstates 
an 8th full-time police officer, which was 
cut last year, and funds one promotion of 
a police officer to corporal. Also funded 
are a full-time Public Works director and 
part-time Public Works administrative 
assistant, as well as additional hours for 
the part-time code officers and code 
clerk in a restructured Code Department. 

Mayor Calvo said the more significant 
changes are in the capital budget. He is 
pleased that the Council adopted a fund-
ing plan for the construction of priority 1 
sidewalks. The money comes principally 
from 3 sources: speed camera revenue, 
the Greenbelt Station impact compensa-
tion fund and the surplus for a total of 
$540,000. The projected cost includes a 
20% contingency, which he hopes will 
not be needed. Other important capital 
investments include a new Public Works 
dump truck, a new police car, new 
events furniture, and a new speed moni-
tor. The Council also agreed to set aside 
a $10,000 contribution for an animal 
shelter study and a $10,000 contribution 
to the Berwyn Heights Volunteer Fire 
Department (BHVFD). 

Despite the substantial capital invest-
ments, the Town's reserves and overall 
financial condition remain strong, with 
money continuing to flow into the infra-
structure, vehicle replacement and cable 
reserves, and a surplus in the amount of 
$567,000. 

MPT Wilkinson highlighted additional 
items in the Public Works budget. He 
said the new truck is a 1-ton dump truck 
with a more powerful diesel engine and 
all wheel drive. The truck is intended to 
be used as a snow plow, especially in 
cul-de-sacs and other tight spaces. The 
budget also increases the tree service 
appropriation to better maintain trees in 
the public right of way, and funds a part-
time administrative assistant to take 
some of the load off the now full-fledged 
Public Works director. 

At 7:41 p.m., Mayor Calvo opened the 
public hearing. With no comments, the 
hearing was closed at 7:43 p.m. 

Public Safety Taxing District budget: 
Mayor Calvo gave an overview of the 
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sidewalks project that has been in the 
works for three years. It has been a diffi-
cult process, from the technical aspects 
of design and engineering to navigating 
the bureaucracy for project approval. He 
looks forward to walking on the new side-
walks when they are finished. Also of 
note are the many smaller investments 
the Council was able to make due to the 
Town's strong cash reserves, including a 
new speed monitor, Town Center events 
furniture and start-up funds for a commu-
nity garden. While this was not an easy 
budget, it is a good budget given the 
circumstances. 

With no further comments, the FY 2015 
budget was adopted in a 5 to 0 vote. 

Ordinance No. 166 - 2nd Reading & 
Adoption of Public Safety Taxing Dis-
trict Budget: Clerk Harper read the 
adopting language of the Ordinance. 
MPT Wilkinson moved to adopt it. CM 
Dennison seconded. Without further 
comments, the Ordinance was adopted 
in a 5 to 0 vote. 

Ordinance No. 108 - 2nd Reading & 
Adoption of Council Compensation: 
Clerk Harper read the Ordinance. CM 
Dennison moved to adopt it. CM Almo-
guera seconded. Mayor Calvo said that 
the raise in the Council stipend was over-
due. They have not been raised since 
2002 and are one of the lowest in Prince 
George's County. The stipend should at 
least attempt to cover expenses that 
might result from serving on the Council, 
even if it cannot compensate Council-
members for the amount of time spent 
serving the Town. With no further com-
ments, the Ordinance was adopted in a 5 
to 0 vote. 

Ordinance No. 121 - 2nd Reading & 
Adoption of Executive Powers & Du-
ties: Mayor Calvo explained that this 
Ordinance clarifies the roles and respon-
sibilities of the various executive func-
tions in the Town government. To date, it 
has functioned as a commission-style 
government, as defined in a series of 
Council Rules. This Ordinance imple-
ments a hybrid commission-style/ weak 
Mayor (strong Council) form of govern-
ment. The Town Council continues to 
serve as the Chief Executive Officer and 
councilmembers continue to oversee 
departments, but are limited to policy 
decisions. The Town Administrator now 
takes on responsibility for overseeing 
and coordinating the daily operations of 
the departments, while ensuring that the 
Town Council's policies, goals and priori-
ties are carried out. In addition, the Ordi-
nance usefully delineates the specific 
duties of the Town Administrator and his 
interaction with the Town Council and the 

directors. This will be especially helpful 
when the Council starts to look for a new 
Town Administrator. 

At 8:10 p.m., Mayor Calvo opened the 
public hearing. With no comments, the 
hearing was closed at 8:11 p.m. Clerk 
Harper read a summary of the Ordi-
nance. CM Almoguera moved to adopt it 
and MPT Wilkinson seconded. Mayor 
Calvo and CM Kulpa-Eddy offered a 
couple of corrections of typographical 
errors. 

CM Almoguera commented, as an 
economist, she places a high value on 
efficiency. She believes this Ordinance 
will greatly improve the efficiency of the 
Town government. While Berwyn 
Heights has generally had effective gov-
ernments, it has often operated in an ad-
hoc manner. Spelling out the roles of the 
Council, Councilmembers and Town 
Administrator will help smooth out the 
operations of government. She is proud 
to have been a member of the Council 
that adopted this change. 

MPT Wilkinson said another important 
aspect of this Ordinance is that the lines 
of communication have been clarified, 
which should improve the accountability 
of all executive functions. This is an im-
portant addition to the Town's organiza-
tional framework. 

Mayor Calvo stated that he appreciated 
all Councilmembers engaging in this 
issue. He did not envision writing an Or-
dinance clarifying the executive powers 
and duties of the Council and the Town 
Administrator when he asked the Council 
to discuss the future of the Code Depart-
ment, and how to create a more unified 
organizational structure. But after many 
long and ultimately productive conversa-
tions, the Council arrived at this stage. 
While the subject matter is somewhat 
obscure to the casual observer, it will be 
a valuable addition to the rules guiding 
the Town government in the future. 

The Council voted 5 to 0 to adopt Ordi-
nance No. 121. 

5. New Business 

Ordinance No. 167 - 1st Reading & 
Introduction of FY 2014 Budget 
Amendments: Mayor Calvo said that 
this pertains to the perennial business of 
reconciling actual expenses and receipts 
with the budgeted amounts in a given 
year. Clerk Harper read a summary of 
the Ordinance. MPT Wilkinson moved to 
introduce it, and CM Dennison sec-
onded. With no comments, the Ordi-
nance was introduced in a 5 to 0 vote. 

Resolution 04-2014 - Rental Housing 
Ordinance Fee & Fine Schedule: Clerk 
Harper read the Resolution. MPT Wilkin-

son moved to introduce it. CM Kulpa-
Eddy seconded. Mayor Calvo explained 
that this Resolution raises the fines for 
missed appointments for re-inspections 
of a rental home and for incomplete re-
inspections. The fines for the first in-
stance of a missed re-inspection ap-
pointment or incomplete re-inspection 
goes up from $25 to $50, for the second 
instance from $50 to $100, and for the 
third instance from $100 to $200. The 
higher fines are intended to put some 
teeth into the inspections process, and 
reduce the number of missed appoint-
ments, which waste time and money. 
With no further comments, the Resolu-
tion was adopted in a 5 to 0 vote. 

6. Recognitions 

Mayor Calvo said that the 45th Council 
has been a very productive Council, in 
which each Councilmember made 
meaningful contributions. First, he 
wishes to recognize CM Almoguera, who 
was responsible for renovating the Pop's 
Park playground, and the first Council-
member to give birth while serving. 
Bringing her baby boy Matthew to Coun-
cil meetings set a new precedent and 
highlighted the theme for this Council: 
retooling the Town for a new generation 
of young families. CM Almoguera was 
presented with a commemorative 
plaque. 

CM Almoguera first thanked her hus-
band for supporting her and looking after 
their other children when she attended 
Council meetings. She also thanked the 
employees of the Administration Depart-
ment and the Public Works Department, 
who helped with every one of her initia-
tives. She recognized the Berwyn 
Heights Playgroup, which grew from a 
few families to well over a hundred dur-
ing her time as coordinator. It was the 
basis for her community engagement. 
She greatly enjoyed her time on the 
Council and thanked everyone who 
voted for her. 

Mayor Calvo recognized MPT Wilkinson, 
whom he first met over 10 years ago, 
when he served as chair of the Educa-
tion Advisory Committee (EAC). Then a 
new father, MPT Wilkinson attended 
EAC meetings to advocate for the newly 
re-opened Berwyn Heights Elementary 
School. He also served on the Safe 
Streets Committee and the Boys & Girls 
Club, demonstrating an interest in mak-
ing the community better for children. 
When there were a couple of resigna-
tions on the Town Council, he asked 
James Wilkinson to consider applying for 
a vacant seat, which he did. Once on the 
Council, MPT Wilkinson anchored the 
family constituency and became the 
spokesperson for pedestrian safety. Dur-
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ing his last term, he invested much time 
and effort in putting together the Safe 
Routes to School grant that resulted in a 
$62,000 award to construct sidewalks 
along the 8900 block of 63rd Avenue. 
Thanking him for his contributions, 
Mayor Calvo presented MPT Wilkinson 
with a commemorative plaque. 

MPT Wilkinson said it is fitting that 
School Board Member Peggy Higgins 
informed him last week that the side-
walks through the Greenbelt bus depot, 
for which he has long lobbied, will finally 
be built in June. He thanked his wife, 
mother-in-law and children for support-
ing him serving on the Town Council. He 
is proud of the progress in making the 
community safer for children. He 
thanked the employees of the Public 
Works Department and other Town staff 
for helping him implement many projects 
and improvements. He cited a list of 
accomplishments as evidence of the big 
impact a resident can have on the com-
munity as a member of the Town Coun-
cil. He encouraged residents to think 
about serving and thanked everyone for 
entrusting him with this job. 

7. Election Results 

Clerk Harper read the Town Council 
election results. Cheye Calvo was re-
elected as Mayor with 84% of the vote. 
Jodie Kulpa-Eddy received 55% of the 
vote and will become Mayor Pro Tem 

Ahrens, who encouraged him to seek a 
seat on the Council. 

Mr. Rasmussen said that he was able to 
keep his job in Minnesota with the Mid-
western Higher Education Compact 
(MHEC), a non-profit organization that 
seeks to improve access, affordability 
and quality of higher education in 12 
states of the upper mid-west. He spends 
most of his time in Maryland while tele-
commuting to his job, but visits Minne-
sota once a month. Mr. Rasmussen fur-
ther noted that he owns a rental home in 
addition to the Osage Street house 
where he resides. In connection with the 
rental, he has had a number of interac-
tions with the Code Department. This 
has led him to conclude that there is a 
need to balance the interests of home 
owners and renters, many of whom are 
University students and make up a sub-
stantial portion of Town residents. To 
conclude, he thanked the residents who 
voted for him without knowing much 
about his background. He will strive not 
to make them regret their vote. 

11. Citizen Comments 

There were none. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:23 p.m. 

 

Kerstin Harper, Town Clerk 

 

partment. The other departments will be 
assigned once he has spoken with the 
newly elected Councilmembers. 

10. Remarks of the Council 

MPT Kulpa-Eddy said she is honored to 
be on this Council. She will miss her 
retiring colleagues but looks forward to 
serving with Mr. Schreiber and Mr. Ras-
mussen. CM Dennison thanked the resi-
dents for re-electing her and looks for-
ward to heading the Department of 
Parks and Recreation again. CM Schrei-
ber thanked the residents for electing 
him and looks forward to serving. 

CM Rasmussen said that he is honored 
to have been elected to serve on this 
Council. He explained that he initially did 
not plan to run because he knew that he 
would not be able to be here for the can-
didates' forum or the election due to prior 
commitments. But he put his name in the 
hat when he learned there was a chance 
for a write-in candidacy. He moved here 
from Minnesota two years ago for his 
partner's job at the University of Mary-
land. They settled in Berwyn Heights 
because they found an unusual house 
they wanted to own. Since then, they 
have become active in the community 
and helped out with the Recreation 
Council and Berwyn Heights Day. As a 
member of Hope Lutheran Church, he 
met former Councilmember Richard 

Berwyn Heights Historical Committee 

NEXT BHHC MEETING  —  JULY 22  — 7:30 P.M.  
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IMPORTANT  

PEPCO  

TELEPHONE  

NUMBERS 
 

English Speaking Customers 

 (202) 872-3432 TO REPORT 

Downed Wires, Burning Wires, Struck 
Poles or Life Threatening Electrical 

System Situations 

CALL (877) 737-2662 TO REPORT 

Power Outages   

CALL (877) 737-2662 TO REPORT 

Report Street Light Out  

(Need Pepco Pole Number and 

house  number of nearest house) 
 

Hard of Hearing Customers 

TTY (202) 872-2369 
 

Spanish Speaking Customers 

CALL (202) 872-4641 por  

Servicio en Espanol  

Languages other than English or 

Spanish  

CALL (202) 833-7500 

Customers with Emergency Medical  

or Life Support Equipment or Special 

Needs 

CALL (202) 833-7500 FOR  

Registration to be on Priority List 

   

BULLETIN  

ADVERTISING 

RATES 

TERM RESIDENT 

NON-

RESIDENT 

EIGHTH (1/8) PAGE 

1 Month $30.00  $36.00  

6 Months $162.00  $192.00  

12 Months $230.00  $336.00  

QUARTER (1/4) PAGE 

1 Month $50.00  $72.00  

6 Months $270.00  $384.00  

12 Months $384.00  $672.00  

HALF (1/2) PAGE 

1 Month $100.00  $144.00  

6 Months $540.00  $768.00  

12 Months $768.00  $1,344.00  

FULL PAGE  

1 Month $200.00  $288.00  

6 Months $1,080.00  $1,536.00  

12 Months $1,536.00  $2,688.00  

      

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 
If you are in the market for products or services offered by our advertisers, contact 
them before looking elsewhere for assistance.  In many cases they are Berwyn 
Heights neighbors who will welcome your support.  And, if you have a product or 
service that would be helpful to Berwyn Heights neighbors, join our group of adver-
tisers.  Advertising rates are listed in the adjoining column. 

As You Like It Heating & Air Conditioning  16 

Cameron Brothers Home Improvements 16 

Richard K. Gehring, Home Improvements 16 

Thomas A. Gentile, Attorney-at-Law 10 

Emmell Land & Tree Care 18 

Holy Redeemer 18 

Aaron Linchuck, Dentist 14 

Bob Neri, Century 21, Trademark Realty 16 

Sharon McCraney, Long & Foster Realty 26 

Twins Pharmacy 20 

Mike Smith, Hauling & Junk Removal 18 

Tim Tormoen, Long & Foster Realty 18 

GET ALERTS 
Local Public Safety, 

Weather, Traffic  

And now… 

Town of Berwyn Heights 

Closings & Cancellations 

Sign up with  

Nixle or Town Twitter mail: 

https://local nixle.com/register 

https://twitter.com/ 

Berwyn HeightsMD 

See Berwyn Heights 

Town & Police  

Websites for more 

Information 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=p6R3LoBBgj7T9M&tbnid=B4678D5WUKDTiM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2F---chazz.squidoo.com%2Ffinding-and-using-public-domain-and-royalty-free-images-and-clip-art-pictures&ei=OKnq
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(MPT). Patricia Dennison received 44% 
of the vote, Anthony Schreiber 31% and 
Chris Rasmussen 28%. 

 

8. Swearing-in of Town Council 

Shirlock Grigsby of the Prince George's 
Circuit Court first swore in Mayor Calvo, 
then Mayor Pro Tem Kulpa-Eddy, and 
then the other Councilmembers. 

 

9. Mayor's Remarks on the Organiza-

tion of the Council 

Mayor Calvo thanked the residents of 
the Town for re-electing him to a 6th 
term as Mayor, which he regards as a 
singular honor. He also thanked his wife 
Trinity Tomsic for supporting him and 
being a wonderful 1st Lady. When he 
was first elected he did not have it in his 
mind to serve as Mayor this long, but 
thought this would be a stepping stone 
to higher office. He has grown out of this 
ambition and cannot think of a better 
way to serve this community than as a 
Mayor alongside Councilmembers, who 
are also his neighbors. 

 

Mayor Calvo reflected on the principles 
and considerations that should guide the 
Council in setting priorities and making 
decisions. This includes 1) being aware 
of and fostering the strong sense of 
community that characterizes Berwyn 
Heights; 2) making investments in infra-
structure, facilities and programs that 
maintain property values and make Ber-
wyn Heights an attractive place to pur-
chase a home; 3) delivering Town ser-
vices in a way that improves the quality 
of life of residents; and 4) maintaining 
Berwyn Heights' financial strength, which 
has enabled the Town to weather the 
recent economic downturn without major 
disruptions. He is proud of the fact that 
the Town's financial assets are four 
times greater when he took office and 
that it is debt free. It behooves the Coun-
cil to be good stewards of taxpayers' 
money and to spend it with a long-term 
vision in mind.  

 

Mayor Calvo congratulated all Council-
members on being elected and looks 
forward to have Ms. Kulpa-Eddy, as his 
first female Mayor Pro Tem. Her experi-
ence will be valuable when transitioning 
to a new Town Administrator. Mayor 
Calvo then announced department as-
signments, as far as they have been 
made. MPT Kulpa-Eddy will serve as the 
head of the Administration Department, 
CM Dennison will serve as head of the 
Parks and Recreation Department, and 
he will continue to head the Police De-

 

 

August 5,  6 pm - 9 pm 

  Town Center 

 
Join the the Berwyn Heights Police Depart-
ment and Neighborhood Watch/Emergency 
Preparedness Committee for another Na-
tional Night Out Against Crime, and meet 
the officers and volunteers who protect us 
and make our neighborhood safe. 

*Free hamburgers * Hot Dogs * Drinks * 

• Demos * Raffle * Give-aways *  

• Games for the kids * 

 

trips beyond the complex. 
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AVAILABLE AT THE TOWN OFFICE, MON. THRU FRI, 9-4 
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College Park Aviation Museum 
 

Offers a field trip to ENGLAND & SCOTLAND,  

departing September 15, 2014,  

and including in the tour  

London, Bedford, Lancanshire, and Edinburgh. 
 

Two-to-a-Room Accommodations, all Breakfasts and 7 Dinners, 

and services of a full time Tour Manager are provided. 

 

If you are interested in signing up, or for further information, 
please call the College Park Airport Musem at 301-864-6029, or 

check https://www.facebook.com/fieldoffirsts. 

 

Bob Kovalchik, BH resident and volunteer at CPAM. 
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“Celebrating 30 Years in Berwyn Heights” 
 

The Senior Center is open from 10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M., Monday through Friday.  Drop in and meet 

your neighbors.  Also check the boards for special activities.  Drop in to the Center, or attend the meet-

ing, and find out what’s going on.  There is always something to do even if it is just getting together. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO JULY ACTIVITIES 

July 1 Bingo 12:30 P.M. 

July 2 Wii Bowling 10:30 A.M. 

July 3 Pool Night 7:00 P.M. 

July 8 Bingo 1:00 P.M. 

July 9 Wii Bowling 10:30 A.M. 

July 10 Board Games 5:00 P.M. 

 Pool Night 7:00 P.M. 

July 12 Potluck & Movie 5:00 P.M. 

July 15 Bingo 12:30 P.M. 

July 16 Wii Bowling 10:30 A.M. 

July 17 Pool Night 7:00 P.M. 

July 22 Bingo 1:00 P.M. 

July 23 Wii Bowling 10:30 A.M. 

July 24 Board Games 5:00 P.M 

 Pool Night 7:00 P.M. 

July 29 Bingo 1:00 P.M. 

July 30 Wii Bowling 10:30 A.M. 

July 31 Pool Night 7:00 P.M. 

July 1 Mary Lou Milstead 

July 9 Shirley Dewhirst 

July 10 Marian Bachir 

 Robert Luftman 

 Judy Montgomery 

July 12 Bob Kovalchik 

July 14 Mary Brocker 

 Wnam Valk 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

You are always 

Welcome 

At 

The Seniors Center 
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MIKE SMITH 

Hauling & Junk Removal 

Complete clean out—garages, houses 

Demolition services 

FREE Estimates, Insured 

Mike Smith 301-346-0840 

References available 

Reasonable rates:  mastercard/visa 

Mikesmithhauling.com 

100%

Satis
factio

n 

Guaranteed 
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BERWYN 
HEIGHTS  
POLICE BEAT 

“Police Beat” includes 
crimes and accidents 
that occurred during the 
month of May 2014.  It is 
not a complete listing of 
every crime and/or acci-
dent that occurred in the 
Town.  Incidents are 

listed from beginning of the month to the 
end of the month starting with the first 
report taken during the period within a 
specified category. 

05/03/2014 at 9:51 am, Pfc. Ignowski 
responded to the McDonald’s located on 
Greenbelt Road for theft of keys  left on 
the counter by a customer.  Suspect was 
caught on CCTV and being described as 
a B/F. 5, 05", 130 Lbs., with long straight 
hair. 

05/04/2014 at 12:15 pm, Pfc. Roberson 
responded to the 6000 block of Green-
belt Road for a report of vandalism to a 
2001 Honda.  Victim stated that she had 
an argument with a B/M and he later 
smashed the driver's side rear passen-
ger window. 

05/06/2014 at 12:37 pm, Pfc. Ignowski 
responded to the SECU located on 
Greenbelt Road for a report of a 25 y/o, 
B/F passing bad / stolen check.  The 
aforementioned suspect fled the bank 
prior to the arrival of officers.  Investiga-
tion continues. 

05/08/2014 at 7:30 am, Pfc. Ignowski 
and Chief of Police responded to the 
7700 block of Edmonston Road for a 
domestic dispute complaint. 

05/08/2014 at 3:15 pm, Pfc. Ignowski 
responded to the 8200 block of 55th. 
Avenue for women’s purses that were 
found.  Owners were notified and no 
crime or criminal activities were involved. 

05/09/2014 at 4:52 pm, Pfc. Thompson 
impounded a 2008 BMW from the loca-
tion of 6000 block of Greenbelt Road. 
The driver was driving without insurance. 

05/12/2014 at 8:47 am, Pfc. Krouse im-
pounded a white trailer from the location 
of 6200 block of Ruatan Street.  The 
trailer was not displaying any tags. 

05/13/2014 at 9:52 am, Pfc. Ignowski 
responded to the 6300 block of Green-
belt Road for a report of a subject who 
failed to pay for his cab fare.  Suspect, a 
31 Y/O, B/M, resident of Lanham, MD 
was told to pay after service ren-
dered.  Suspect complied. 

05/14/2014 at 7:10 am, Pfc. Ignowski 
was approached by a Town resident who 
requested a report for lost keys. 

05/15/2014 at 1:30 pm, Det. Unger, 
Chief of Police and Pfc. Ignowski re-
sponded to the 6100 block of Greenbelt 
Road for a report of drug activities.  In-
vestigation revealed that a 43 Y/O, W/M 
was injecting heroin in the parking lot 
with four other occupants.  All occupants 
were identified and the 43 Y/O male was 
arrested. 

05/16/2014 at 11:40 am, Pfc. Ignowski 
responded to the 5700 block of Nevada 
Street for a report of a personal com-
puter that had been hacked and ren-
dered useless. 

05/16/2014 at 12:25 am, Pfc. Ignowski 
responded to the 6100 block of Seminole 
Street for a report of theft from a 2010 
Volkswagen.  Unknown person removed 
the rear view glass and wiring from the 
left side of the vehicle. 

05/17/2014 at 4:40 pm, Pfc. Roberson 
responded to the 8700 block of 58th. 
Avenue for a report of a lawn mower that 
was found.  It is unknown if it was aban-
doned, discard or stolen.  

05/19/2014 at 7:22 am, Pfc. Krouse im-
pounded a 2009 Hyundai from the loca-
tion of the 8800 block of Edmonston 
Road.  The driver was driving on a sus-
pended license. 

05/17/2014 at 12:00 pm, Pfc. Krouse 
responded to the Shell gas station lo-
cated in the 6000 block of Greenbelt 
Road for a report of an attempted rob-
bery.  Two young black male sus-
pects entered the store with a knife and 
attempt to obtained money.  However, 
they fled out of the store when an em-
ployee confronted the suspects. 

05/18/2014 at 4:06 am, Pvt. Duck re-
sponded to the Shell gas station located 
in the 6300 block of Greenbelt Road for 
a report of vandalism.  Unknown person 
cut a lock to a storage bin.  No items 

NON-EMERGENCY  
POLICE  

DISPATCH PHONE  
NUMBER  

(301-352-1200) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Call 301-352-1200 (P.G. 
County Police). 

2. Give dispatcher your name, 
address where you are, a 
phone number where you 
can be reached, and explain 
why you need a police offi-
cer.  

3. Critically Important:  Tell the 
dispatcher you want the on-
duty Berwyn Heights police 
officer to respond. 

4. In an emergency, Call 911. 

were taken. 

05/24/2014 at 8:09 am, Pfc. Krouse re-
sponded to the 8900 block of 60th. Ave-
nue for an unattended death investiga-
tion.  41 y/o, w/m, was found dead at the 
bottom of the steps where he re-
sides.  Det. Unger and PG County Homi-
cide were notified and investigation con-
tinues. 

05/27/2014 at 7:04 am, Pfc. Krouse re-
sponded to the corner of Seminole Street 
and Edmonston Road for a report of an 
armed robbery.  36 y/o, Latino male ad-
vised officer that he was robbed at knife 
point of his wallet.  Victim further stated 
that he was robbed by two black males 
and a black female at approximately 5:30 
am. The victim did not report at the time 
of the incident but drove home.  An hour 
later he decided to call 911 from his resi-
dence in Greenbelt.  

05/29/2014 at 12:06 pm, Pfc. Krouse and 
Det. Unger arrested Mr. Nathan Marlo 
Knight II from the location of 8500 block of 
58th. Avenue.  Mr. Knight II was a fugitive 
and wanted through Prince George's 
County Sheriff Department. 

 

YOU CAN HELP STOP 
CRIME IF,  

WHEN YOU SEE 
SOMETHING, YOU 
SAY SOMETHING  
TO THE LOCAL  

POLICE  
DEPARTMENT! 



Berwyn Heights Bulletin — Page 23 



Berwyn Heights Bulletin — Page 24 

Rooms for Rent: $450.00 - $500.00. 
Please call (301) 237-2829.  

House Cleaning: Berwyn Heights resi-
dent since 2000 - with 25 years profes-
sional house cleaning experience and 
takes pride in the work done looking for 
new clients. References in Town and out 
of town are available. Please give me a 
call and let me help tackle the house 
cleaning for you. Free estimates. Please 
call (301) 474-3024.  

Want adventure and achievement?  
Join Boy Scout Troop 740.  We meet at 
Holy Redeemer’s Fealy Hall every Tues-
day evening.  For details, call scoutmas-
ter Loren Lavoy at 301-651-4928. 

Need Computer help? Call RJ 240-602-
0815. Microsoft A+ Certified.  

Licensed Family Daycare:  Opening for 
infant to 12 years old.  Before and after 
care for BH Elementary School avail-
able. Vouchers are accepted.  Meals are 
provided.  Openings are Monday-Friday 
from 6 AM to 6 PM.  Please contact Ka-
runa at 301-345-2939. 

2 Men’s Full Size Leather Golf Bags: 
$50 each.  Canning jars pint & quart 
size: $5 mix & match a dozen. Call Jeff 
after 4 PM at 301-474-5803.  Cash only. 

Discounted tickets to Capitals’ 
games:  Dream seats are in Sec.107, 
Row U.  Caps shoot twice.  This is the 
handicapped row next to the Monumen-
tal box.  Easy access with no seats in 
front or behind you.  All tickets are dis-
counted — with no add ons.  Contact 
Jody at jwg21248@yahoo.com. 

College dorm room items for sale: 3 
like-new appliances. Black 4-cup Mr. 
Coffee Model DRX5 with brew and set 
delay; small Emerson 2009 Microwave 
oven Model MW7305B; small Sanyo 
2009 refrigerator Model SR-A2480M 301
-646-6938. . 

BH Republican Club meets once a 
month, usually on the last Monday, at 
the Senior Center and welcomes all resi-
dents to participate.  For more informa-
tion, check out the Berwyn Heights Re-
publicans Webpage: 

www.npgcrc.com/pages/BHR.html 
 

STRESSED!!! Are you a Senior, a rela-
tive or friend of a Senior? Are you, or 
they, worried about staying home long-
term? If you'd  like some direction or 
assistance, without alienating your loved 
one, I CAN HELP YOU. Sealani Weiner, 
Geriatric Care Manager. Licensed Inde-
pendent Clinical Social Worker in MD & 
DC, Certified Care Manager AND Ber-

BULLETIN BOARD 

Boys & Girls Club  

President:  Shinita Hemby 202-531-

 6066 

Soccer Commissioner: Jason  
 Papanikolas 240-338-5191 
Baseball Commissioner: Ronnie  
 Compton 301-345-2661 
Tee Ball Commissioner: Jim Hudson 
 301-982-2052 
Basketball Commissioner: 
 Kristen Buker 240-965-7055 
Cheerleading Commissioner: Kristen 
 Buker 240-965-7055 
Ball Hockey Commissioner: Kevin  
 Conover 301-441-1569 
Track Commissioner: Jeff Osmond  
 301-474-2737 
 

Neighborhood Watch/Emergency 

Preparedness/CERT 

Co-Chair Ron Shane 240-965-7022  

Co-Chair Joan Hayden 301-474-5037 
 

Historical Committee 

 Sharmila Bhatia 301-446-6920 

Men’s League 

 Jim McGinnis 301-345-1223 

 

Playgroup 

 Jaime Sampson  

 sampson.jaime@gmail.com 
 

Quilter’s Club 

  Lois Williams 301-345-6214 

 

Recreation Council 

 Trinity Tomsic 301-474-6350 

      Jaime Sampson      
 sampson.jaime@gmail.com 
 

Seniors Club 

 Jean McConnell 301-345-6373  
 

Green Team 

 Therese Forbes 301-982-7115 
 

BH Elementary School PTA 

 Georgiana Stark 

 President@BHESPTA.org 
 

Karate Club 

 Leon Swain 301-237-2829 

 Theresa Beck 301-728-2881 

 Beck-Theresa@yahoo.com 

wyn Heights resident.  240-965-7274. 

House Cleaning: Help with shopping, 
cooking, etc. 40-year resident of Berwyn 
Heights.  Very reliable and reasonable 
rates.  Please call DJ at 301- 345-1746 

Computer Repair:  Having computer 
problems? Want files moved from an old 
computer to a new one? Flat rates 
cheaper than any store around. Call Ja-
son 301-919-9980. 

Pet Services:  Experienced dog walker 
and pet sitter available.  Will happily help 
you with your pets.  Call Katelyn, 301-
233-2588. 

Lawn mowing and trimming, yard rak-
ing and cleanup, basement cleanout, 
painting, plumbing, general handyman. 
Reasonable rates and flexible schedule. 
Call Phil at 202-718-8530. Berwyn 
Heights references available. 

Dog Walking: 30 minutes, $15.00 per 
walk.  Special offers for multiple pets.  
Local trustworthy neighbor.  Pet first aid 
and CPR certified.  Call 240-605-2745. 

Meals-on-Wheels needs your HELP! 
This 35-year old program needs volun-
teers to help with their daily operations 
out of College Park location.  Please call 
301-474-1002 M-F, 8:30-12:00 if avail-
able. 

Need Yard Help?  Shawn (17) and Jer-
emy (16) can help with mowing, raking, 
mulching, and more.  Call 301-474-2002. 

Attention Seniors: Kind, compassionate 
Berwyn Heights resident available to go 
grocery shopping, run errands, etc. 
Please call Mary Ann at (301) 982-9295.  

Childcare: Miss Debbie, the Mary Pop-
pins childcare provider of 29 years in 
B.H. is ISO another family.  Will play, 
read, color, do puzzles but no heavy 
housework as your child is more impor-
tant.  Will also watch children on week-
ends and evenings. Call (301)345-7622. 

Berwyn Heights Cleaning:  Cleaning 
your home like my own.  Residential & 
commercial.  References available in 
Berwyn Heights.  Over 10 years profes-
sional experience.  Providing my own 
materials and rational price.  240-645-
5140 or angelalazo1@hotmail.com 

4 Bedroom 2 Bath for rent.  Contact 
Jim Faruki at 703-402-8080 or Jmfa-
ruki@yahoo.com. 

Tutor:  Learning Specialist with vast 
experience helping children with learning 
challenges.  For a free consultation call 
or email Kathy Brosh, 301-474-2002, 
kathybrosh@gmail.com.  References 
available. 

Do you need an affordable daycare? 
Hi, my name is Carol and I would like to 
help you. I'm CPR certified and I have 
three children on my own. Give me a call 
if I'm the one you need. (301) 474-0963. 

Jimmy Taylor will cut grass. To sched-
ule, please call 301-982-1137. 

COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATIONS 

tel:301-646-6938
tel:301-646-6938
http://www.npgcrc.com/pages/BHR.html
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TOWN OF BERWYN HEIGHTS 

5700 Berwyn Road 

Berwyn Heights, Maryland 20740-2799 

CARRIER-ROUTE SORTED 

PRESORT STANDARD 

U. S. Postage Paid 

College Park, Maryland 

POSTAL CUSTOMER 

BERWYN HEIGHTS, MARYLAND 

Dated Material — Do Not Delay! 

TOWN INFORMATION 

Town of Berwyn Heights Phone Nos. 
Emergency - Fire Rescue  .........................  9-1-1  

Police (Non-Emergency) …………………  (301) 352-1200  

Police Administrative Office  .....................  (301) 474-6554  

Code Compliance Department  ................  (301) 513-9331  

          Email:  code@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Public Works Department  .........................  (301) 474-6897  

          Email:  publicworks@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Fire Department  ........................................  (301) 474-7866  

Senior Center  ............................................  (301) 474-0018   

Community Center (Gym)  .........................  (301) 345-2808  

Town Office  ...............................................  (301) 474-5000  

         Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Call-A-Bus Reservations …………………. (301) 474-5000  

Mayor and Council 
 

Cheye Calvo  (301) 474-6350 ccalvo@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 
Mayor — Public Safety and Health 
 

Jodie Kulpa-Eddy  (301) 345-1516  jkulpaeddy@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 
Mayor Pro Tem  — Administration 
 

Patti Dennison  (301) 404-2759 pdennison@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 
Councilmember — Parks and Recreation, Education and Civic Affairs 
 

Christopher Rasmussen (612) 432-0710    crasmussen@town.berwyn- 
Councilmember — Code Enforcement  heights.md.us 
 

Anthony Schreiber  (301) 466-1807 aschreiber@town.berwyn-heights.md.us  
Councilmember — Public Works 

Regular Trash Collection Schedule 
North of Pontiac…………… Mondays & Thursdays 

South of Pontiac…………… Tuesdays & Fridays 

Heavy Trash Day: 

Weekly on Thursday for North of Pontiac 

Weekly on Friday for South of Pontiac 

Recycling Schedule: 

Wednesdays for the entire Town. 

Town Helpline 
Do you have a suggestion or problem or a 

question on an ordinance, or have a histori-

cal question?  Want to receive meeting 

agendas or minutes by email? 

Email Town at 

contact@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Be assured that your communication 

will be answered promptly 

Watch Council Meetings 
 

On Comcast channel 71 

FIOS channel 12 

 

Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 

at 11:30 a.m. 

or call the Town Office 

Questions or advertising rates — call Administration Department at (301) 474-5000. 

Or email:  emurphy@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Submission deadline is the 15th of the month by 12:00 noon! 

Helen Van Doren, Design & Layout 

Town of Berwyn Heights Website:  http://www.berwyn-heights.com 


