
Presented by 

Prince George’s County Office of Homeland Security

Community Outreach Coordinator

Rasheed Plummer

Four Cities 
Disaster 
Preparedness 
Presentation

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Good evening, Thank you very much for taking some time out of your busy schedules to come and meet with us to go over some Preparedness steps that each of you can participate in to better prepare you and your loved ones to be able to sustain themselves in the event of a disaster affecting our area.



Home Preparedness

• Preparedness Starts at Home. 
• Plan
• Practice Your Plan
• Ensure that everyone in your 

home is knowledgeable of the 
plan

• Revise as needed

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Preparedness starts at Home. If we are not able to take care of and sustain ourselves, we undoubtedly would not be a resource to others. Today we would like to discuss some rather easy steps that you and your loved ones can partake in to better prepares your loved ones if a disaster directly affects them/



Insurance Information
• Have knowledge of what your policy covers

• Possibly keep the insurance after hours number in your phone if you may need to access it

• If a disaster occurs at your home, contact your insurance provider immediately after ensuring the safety of your loved 
ones to open a claim

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Having knowledge of what your insurance policy covers prior to a disaster can be very advantageous to ensuring a speedy recovery. Lack of knowledge of what your policy entails can prolong repairs efforts.



Downed Power Lines
• PEPCO  1-877-PEPCO62
• SMECO 1-877-74SMECO
• BGE      1-877-778-2222

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Breaks in utility services may also occur during potential times of disaster. Having contact information for your respective utility company prior to a disaster occurring could potentially aid you in having knowledge of the extent of the damage to the immediate area regarding outages or breaks in service.
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Disasters Don’t Plan Ahead but you Can!! 
With that being stated do you and your loved ones have knowledge of what a Communication Plan is?? A Communication Plan is a system of providing notifications to your loved ones in the event of a disaster. For example, a disaster occurring, and the local phone lines and cell towers may be inundated with traffic similar to how difficult it was to call out locally following 9/11. Have you, established friends or family members outside of your immediate area that can be included in your Families Communication plan? Have you tested that plan?



Do you and your 
Family members 
have an Evacuation 
Plan for your home?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now let's discuss Evacuation Plans.
Most of us have only participated in Evacuation drills at either our places of employment or places of education but we seldomly practice evacuation procedures at home with our loved ones at 9/10 home is where we would be in most cases when a disaster may occur. It is imperative for us as homeowners, residents, and tenants alike to have a viable evacuation plan and more importantly that we practice it, so all parties involved are knowledgeable of what to do.



How can I keep copies 
of vital records safely 
that I can access at a 
moments notice?
• Cloud Storage
• Copies in Go Kit
• Fire Safe
• Jump Drives

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Do you have plan for maintaining your vital documents?? Many of us over the years have resorted to keeping paper records of our most important documents but unfortunately during times of disaster these documents may be in jeopardy of either being damaged or potentially destroyed. There are various methods that can be utilized to store these documents safely including, water/fireproof safes, Cloud storage, and Jump drives.



Disaster Go 
Kit
• Water

• Flashlight/batteries

• Weather Radio

• Medications

• Canned food/Can Opener

• Matches

• First Aid Kit

• Hygiene Items

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As you can see in the slide presentation these are just some of the staple items that you would want to have included in your Disaster Go-Kit, there would undoubtedly be additional items that you would want to add based on your familial needs. Following tonight's presentation, we want to give everyone in attendance a Family Preparedness Guide to assist you in the creation of go kit/ Emergency Kit for you and your loved ones to have on hand when needed.
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Lastly when discussing Go-Kits we need to establish a set time period to check your kits at least twice a year to ensure that if a disaster were to occur you are not left with only inedible food for you and your loved ones.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Before we close out our office would like to ensure that you have knowledge of the various resources that we as a County agency  have to offer to our residents to keep them better informed regarding Preparedness, Notifications, Alerts & updates.



Prince Georges County 
Emergency Management Division

• Provides effective and orderly governmental 
control and coordination of the County’s 
emergency response to reduce the impact such 
events may have on Prince George’s County 
Residents
• Serves as the liaison and coordinator of 
State/Federal financial assistance for 
municipalities and County residents following 
County declared disasters

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Office of Emergency Management coordinates the County’s response to natural and man-made disasters. OEM is responsible for emergency preparedness, coordination of response and recovery activities, and mitigation planning. OEM is the County’s liaison with local, state, and federal officials in all aspects of Emergency Management.
If you are interested in accessing additional preparedness information from the Prince George’s County Office of Emergency Management, please go to our website at www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/533/Emergency-Management 



OEM App 
Functions

• Push Notifications
• Emergency Evacuation Routes
• Power Outage Maps
• Social Media
• Hazard Reporting

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Have you heard of the Prince George’s County OEM App? This App has numerous capabilities including Push Notifications, Emergency Kit information, Emergency Evacuation Routes, Power Outage Maps, Social Media, as well as the capability to report a hazard at the click of a button. (ex. A downed tree, power lines, etc.)



Alert Prince 
George’s
• Emergency Alerts
• Emergency Notifications
• Real Time Information
• Public Safety Incidents
• Severe Weather
• Traffic Conditions

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Everyone has heard of Amber alert but how many of you have heard of Alert Prince George’s?  This is a database that you can not only register to be notified about various types of events that may affect the county as a whole or perhaps you may only be interested in your zip code, either is available via this system. Another aspect of Alert Prince George’s is that you can upload data as well, if you know of anyone that may have mobility issues, they can upload their information into the database for the system to notify any responding agencies in the event of a disaster at that address.



National 
Weather Service

• Advisory- An advisory is 
issued when a hazardous 
weather or hydrologic event is 
occurring, imminent, or likely. 
• Watch - A watch is used 
when the risk of a hazardous 
weather or hydrologic event has 
increased significantly, but its 
occurrence, location or timing is 
still uncertain. 
• Warning - A warning is 
issued when a hazardous 
weather or hydrologic event is 
occurring, imminent or likely.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The National Weather Service is an agency of the United States federal government that is tasked with providing weather forecasts, warnings of hazardous weather, and other weather-related products to organizations and the public for the purposes of protection, safety, and general information. If you can please invest in a Weather radio in order for you to have the most up to the minute information  concerning upcoming weather forecast that could potentially affect your area. The NWS performs its primary task through a collection of national and regional centers, and 122 local Weather Forecast Offices (WFOs). As the NWS is an agency of the U.S. federal government, most of its products are in the public domain and available free of charge.
Lets discuss the various types of notifications that we generally receive. 
Advisory – An advisory is issued when a hazardous weather or hydrologic event is occurring, imminent, or likely. Advisories are for less serious conditions than warnings, that cause significant inconvenience and if caution is not exercised, could lead to situations that may threaten life or property.
Watch – A watch is used when the risk of a hazardous weather or hydrologic event has increased significantly, but its occurrence, location or timing is still uncertain. It is intended to provide enough lead time so those who need to set their safety plans in motion can do so in advance if a forecasted event should occur. A watch means that hazardous weather is possible, but not imminent. People should have a plan of action in case a storm threatens and monitor various avenues that provide NOAA-disseminated data to listen for later information and possible warnings, especially when planning travel or outdoor activities.
Warning – A warning is issued when a hazardous weather or hydrologic event is occurring, imminent or likely. A warning means weather conditions pose a threat to life or property. People in the path of the storm need to take protective action.
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