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Town. Thus, it would primarily serve Ber-
wyn Heights rather than the larger re-
gion. He thought that the plan is worth 
considering. However, as a neighbor-
hood park, it should be aesthetically 
pleasing. Mr. Montrie and Ms. Nivera 
said that they would present a concept 
design at a future worksession. 

MPT Wilkinson commented that the 
space currently serves users of the In-
dian Creek Park as a parking lot. CM 
Kulpa-Eddy said that a fence should be 
at least 6' high to prevent dogs from 
jumping over it. Mayor Calvo said that 
the idea seemed interesting but the de-
tails still need to be worked out. He 
asked Councilmembers to propose other 
sites in Berwyn Heights that might be 
suitable.  

Mayor Calvo further reported that the 
officer, who has been on administrative 
leave, has returned and the Police De-
partment is again operating at full staff. 
The Council was recently sent a memo-
randum on income tax disbursements, 
which shows that Berwyn Heights' in-
come tax withholdings for the first quarter 
went up substantially over the last couple 
of years and now stands at $77,000. The 
memorandum included a table showing 
withholdings for other Maryland munici-
palities. Interestingly, University Park had 
double the withholdings and Chevy 
Chase had 10 times the withholdings as 
Berwyn Heights despite being smaller in 
size. 

MPT Wilkinson said that the Public 
Works crew has been busy picking up 
leaves. However, the Department has 
reduced the use of temporary staff for 
this work. This season it will take longer 
to get to every residence in Town. Resi-
dents are asked to be patient. CM Denni-
son announced upcoming events and 
reported that construction of the Indian 
Creek playground has started. She and 
MPT Wilkinson are working on setting up 
a December meeting of the Education 
Advisory Committee (BHEAC) to identify 
educational issues of concern. Berwyn 
Heights Elementary School (BHES) is 
holding its science fair this week, but no 
book fair, due to reduced operations of 
the library. The Boys & Girls Club basket-
ball season has started. The teams are 
still coached by Matt Nichols, who re-
cently moved to Greenbelt. She attended 
the Karate Club's Toys for Tots events, 
which was celebrated with music and a 
D.J. 

CM Ahrens reported that the Code De-
partment activity centered on rental in-
spections, trash violations, and POD 
permits. The stepped up enforcement of 
trash regulations resulted in better com-
pliance. Some residents have invested in 

new trash containers as a result. 

Citizen comments: Mayor Calvo re-
ceived a comment regarding the planned 
upgrades to the audio-visual system of 
the Town's public access TV. He was 
told that some Councilmembers project 
their voices better than others and can 
be heard more clearly. Further, the phas-
ing out of VHS tapes is not a problem as 
long as DVDs are available. He also re-
ceived a comment on smart meters, and 
whether enough effort is made to protect 
customers' privacy. Berwyn Heights will 
likely not be able to opt out of the pro-
gram.  

CM Dennison had a number of com-
ments on the Greenbelt Middle School 
TAG program. MPT Wilkinson had a 
comment on the Pontiac Street speed 
camera remaining in the same location. 

Ethics Ordinance partial exemption: 
TA Murphy explained the Town Attorney 
discovered that Berwyn Heights has a 
prior exemption from the lobbying regis-
tration requirements in the State man-
dated Ethics Ordinance the Town en-
acted in September. The Council may 
delete these provisions. He has drafted a 
revised Ordinance, deleting Section 7 on 
lobbying, as well as references to lobby-
ing in Section 4. h. 3. iv.  Mayor Calvo 
said that he recently spoke with the 
Town Attorney and learned that the City 
of Gaithersburg has asked its State dele-
gation to introduce legislation that would 
repeal some of the more onerous provi-
sions of the new ethics law. The pro-
posed legislation is supported by the 
Maryland Municipal League, and re-
sponds to widespread unhappiness 
about the law among cities and towns. 

CM Kulpa-Eddy noted that there are 
other references to lobbying which may 
have to be removed. The Council agreed 
to remove the phrase ―...from an individ-
ual regulated lobbyist‖ in Section 4. h. 2. 
and to remove Sections 8. a. 2 and 8. b. 
2. iii in their entirety. 

Sidewalk program: Mayor Calvo said 
that, at the last worksession, the Council 
discussed the steps needed to move 
forward with the sidewalks program but 
took no action. Tonight he would like to 
identify a list of streets that should be 
surveyed for the possible construction of 
sidewalks. He noted that the sidewalks, 
which Olney Masonry just reconstructed 
with a concrete retaining wall at the inter-
section of Seminole Street and 58th Ave-
nue, could serve as a model for building 
sidewalks on a slope. 

Councilmembers offered their sugges-
tions for streets to be surveyed: 

 Pontiac Street in front of the 

school and possibly re-doing 

W 
orksession 

December 5, 2011 

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 
p.m. Present were Mayor Calvo, Mayor 
Pro Tem (MPT) Wilkinson, Councilmem-
bers (CMs) Ahrens, Dennison and Kulpa-
Eddy. MPT Wilkinson arrived 20 minutes 
late. Also present were Town Administra-
tor (TA) Murphy and Clerk Harper. 

1. Mayor 

Announcements: Berwyn Heights resi-
dents Aerin and Justine Lappin are wel-
coming a new baby. CM Ahrens‘ wife 
Joan is celebrating her birthday this day. 

Calendar: No changes were made. 

Minutes: On a motion by CM Ahrens 
and second by CM Dennison, the No-
vember 14 worksession minutes were 
approved 4 to 0. On a motion by CM 
Ahrens and second by CM Kulpa-Eddy, 
the November 21 minutes were ap-
proved 4 to 0. 

Department reports:  Mayor Calvo re-
ported that he met with Larry Jarboe, 
who owns the ReMax property, which 
also includes the Raleigh Inn and the 
Washington First Bank. They discussed 
upgrades to the parking lot that the Town 
proposed in connection with Mr. Jarboe's 
re-zoning request. The property needs to 
be rezoned to allow a Dollar General 
Store to open in this location. Mr. Jarboe 
has no objection to ―greening‖ the park-
ing lot, but does not want to assume an 
open-ended commitment. He would like 
to negotiate an agreement with the Town 
of Berwyn Heights about a fixed amount 
of money he would pay for an environ-
mentally friendly parking lot the Town 
finds acceptable. His opening bid was 
$17,000 to $19,000. However, a final 
settlement will probably be higher and 
include other improvements to the prop-
erty. Meanwhile, Mr. Jarboe has negoti-
ated a reduced lease with the owner of 
the Raleigh Inn. This will put the restau-
rant on a better financial footing. The 
Town has expressed an interest in a 
renovated Raleigh Inn as part of the re-
development of the property. Mayor 
Calvo would like to discuss the terms of 
an agreement at the next worksession. 

Mayor Calvo continued that he also met 
with Park & Planning representatives 
Charles Montrie and Eileen Nivera about 
a dog park. They proposed a small piece 
of land on 56th Avenue adjacent to the T-
ball field as an alternative to the Lake 
Artemesia location. This lot would be 
smaller, approximately 7,000 square 
feet, but managed and maintained by the 
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the existing sidewalks. 

 Edmonston Road north. This 

may not be possible because 
the Town does not have a right 
of way on the west side of the 
road. 

 Berwyn Road from 58th Avenue 

to Sports Park 

 Cunningham Drive from Berwyn 

Road to Pop's Park, and con-
tinuing on 60th Avenue from 
Pop's Park to Greenbelt Road; 

 60th Avenue from Berwyn Road 

to Osage Street; 

 Charlton Avenue from Edmon-

ston Road to Berwyn Road; 

 57th Avenue from Berwyn Road 

to Pontiac Street; 

 58th Avenue from Berwyn Road 

to Pontiac Street; 

 56th Avenue and a small section 

of Ruatan Street to connect 
Sports Park with Indian Creek 
Park; 

 62nd Avenue from Quebec 

Street to Greenbelt Road; 

 63rd Avenue from Pontiac Street 

to Tecumseh Place. 

CM Kulpa-Eddy said that she would put 
sidewalks only on those streets that have 
bus traffic. Mayor Calvo said that this list 
identifies only possible locations for side-
walks. Next, the Council will prioritize the 
streets. 

At 8:25 p.m., the Council took a 5-minute 
break. 

Sustainable Maryland: Mayor Calvo 
said that, to become Sustainable Mary-
land certified, the Town will have to put 
together a green team. The team should 
include Town staff and residents that are 
already active in other community organi-
zations. A person needs to be found, 
who takes ownership of the group and 
coordinates programs and activities that 
qualify for credits under Sustainable 
Maryland. He plans to talk to some resi-
dents over the holidays. 

Nothing was discussed under 2. Pub-

lic Works. 

3. Administration 

Bulletin: The following items were ap-
proved for the January 2012 Bulletin 
cover: New Years theme, announce-
ments for 2012 election judges and Eth-
ics Ordinance public hearing. 

Budget calendar: TA Murphy reviewed 
the proposed schedule for the budget 
process. It begins in December with the 

distribution of budget guidelines and a 
statement of FY 2012 actual expendi-
tures to department heads and directors, 
and ends with adoption on the FY 2013 
budget in May and the FY 2012 budget 
amendments in June. Through January 
TA Murphy assists the department direc-
tors in finalizing their budget requests, 
which are to be submitted by January 
31. Based on directors‘ budget requests, 
TA Murphy writes his proposed budget 
and presents it at the first worksession in 
March. Through March and April, the 
Council discusses the proposed budget 
and makes changes. The budget is intro-
duced at the April Town meeting and 
adopted at the May Town meeting. This 
year, a Town Council election will take 
place on May 1. The last worksession 
before budget adoption is on May 9. The 
Mock Student Town Council meeting is 
tentatively schedule for the April 23, fol-
lowed by a budget worksession.  

Budget guidelines: TA Murphy said 
that the guidelines are essentially the 
same as last year's with a few minor 
changes. Mayor Calvo said that it is im-
portant that the department directors 
provide meaningful estimates of expen-
ditures for the remainder of FY 2012. 
This helps the Council make budget de-
cisions. 

CSX Intermodal Transfer Station op-
position: TA Murphy provided a draft 
letter of opposition to the Beltsville site 
for a CSX transfer station, one of 4 pro-
posed locations where double stacked 
container trains would be unstacked and 
transferred onto trucks for transport to 
the Seagirt Marine Terminal in Baltimore. 
CM Kulpa-Eddy, who has tracked the 
issue on behalf of the Council, has not 
reviewed this draft. She will work with TA 
Murphy to revise the letter for submis-
sion in the context of the public input 
framework of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA. The Council will re-
view the letter at the next worksession. 

4. Code Compliance 

Code appeal - 5805 Goucher Drive: TA 
Murphy said that the home owner of 
5805 Goucher Drive is appealing a code 
fine of $15 for a refuse disposal violation. 
He prepared the background information 
on this case with help from Public Works 
Administrative Assistant Adrian Lockley 
because the appeal came through Mayor 
Calvo, who forwarded it to the Code and 
Administration Departments. He ex-
plained that the images of the resident's 
trash taken by Public Works on 5 con-
secutive trash collection days clearly 
show that lids were not fitted tightly on 
trash containers and that refuse and 
recyclables were mixed in violation of the 
Refuse Collection Ordinance. However, 

he thinks that the violation notices left at 
the residence sent a mixed message. 
Public Works should have focused on 
the prohibition against mixing refuse and 
recyclables rather than not having tightly 
fitting lids on trash containers. 

Mayor Calvo said that he believes the 
fine should be waived because the certi-
fied fine letter sent to the resident on 
November 16 neither specifies a date on 
which the violation occurred, nor what 
the violation was. MPT Wilkinson, CMs 
Ahrens and Kulpa-Eddy disagreed. They 
said that, while the letter does not state 
the date of the violation, it clearly refer-
ences the Ordinance provision that was 
violated, e.g. ―All household refuse shall 
be stored for collection and placed at the 
curb in a heavy-duty trash container with 
a tight-fitting lid.‖ The letter also states 
what the resident must do to correct the 
violation, e.g. ―install a tight-fitting lid on 
all your heavy-duty trash containers.‖ 

Mayor Calvo said that a fine notice from 
the Town government has to follow the 
letter of the law. If there is a procedural 
problem a fine or penalty must be 
waived. The code letter should have 
stated explicitly what a resident did not 
do on a particular date, and what he/she 
needs to do to comply. In the letter, it is 
not clear which part of the cited Ordi-
nance provision the resident did not fol-
low; was the refuse not set out at the 
curb?, was it not in a heavy-duty con-
tainer?, or did it not have a tight-fitting 
lid? CM Kulpa-Eddy said that this can be 
ascertained from the statement that the 
resident must install a tight-fitting lid to 
comply. She asked whether one is to 
assume that the resident did not receive 
any of the 5 notices Public Works left at 
the door on refuse collection days. Mayor 
Calvo said that the Town couldn‘t be 
sure.  

CM Kulpa-Eddy continued that the fine 
letter should contain the photos and/or 
previous notices as evidence of previous 
violations, so that the resident knows 
what he did wrong when. CM Ahrens 
said that, in this case, there was a pat-
tern of behavior that was being cited, not 
just one violation on a given day. Other 
residents have received these letters, 
graciously paid their fines, and are now 
in compliance. He would not want to un-
dermine the progress of the program by 
waiving the fine because someone com-
plains. 

CM Kulpa-Eddy proposed to waive this 
fine and set the case aside as a learning 
experience. She believes, like Mayor 
Calvo, that this case would not stand up 
in a court of law. In the future, fine letters 
should include evidence of prior viola-
tions so that this problem will not recur. 
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CM Dennison moved to waive the fine. 
CM Kulpa-Eddy seconded. MPT Wilkin-
son stated that he continues to believe 
the fine letter clearly states the reason 
for the fine. He agreed with CM Ahrens 
that waiving the fine would invite appeals 
from other residents. The motion passed 
3 to 2 with MPT Wilkinson and CM 
Ahrens opposed. 

Councilmembers then discussed 
whether this case constitutes an egre-
gious trash violation. CM Ahrens said it 
did. Uncovered trash cans allow squir-
rels, raccoons and rats to get into the 
trash and scatter it, which happens fre-
quently. Mayor Calvo thought that the 
case at hand is not egregious. In his 
experience, this violation is typical and 
might apply to half the Town residents. 
On any given trash day, there may be 
200 or more residents without a tight 
fitting lid on their containers. This resi-
dent may not know the rules and would 
benefit from instruction. He believes the 
Town needs to be very measured in 
identifying egregious violators. Otherwise 
it will end up fining half the Town.  

CM Kulpa-Eddy said that this case has 
another characteristic of an egregious 
violation, which is a pattern of behavior 
that continues even after repeated no-
tices from the Town. The Council has 
different interpretations of the word 
―egregious,‖ which makes agreement 
difficult. CM Ahrens thought that it is the 
goal to have every residence dispose of 
their refuse in accordance with the rules 
in the Refuse Collection Ordinance. The 
Code and Public Works enforcement 
program is moving the Town towards 
that goal.  

Mayor Calvo said that does not mean 
everyone, who does not have a tight-
fitting lid, should be fined. When the 
Council last discussed the issue, it was 
agreed that the focus should be on the 
20 most egregious violators until they are 
in compliance. However, this was mpt 
done. New egregious violators were tar-
geted as others on the list started to 
comply. This property may have slipped 
in when new violators were added. He 
has seen refuse piles larger than the one 
cited where trash is not bagged, or 
mixed with recyclables, and trash cans 
don't have lids. Compared to those, this 
was a minor violation that should not 
have been fined.  

Mayor Calvo said that that the Code offi-
cers have made a good start to enforcing 
the trash rules. However, they need to 
develop better judgment about what con-
stitutes an egregious violation. CM Kulpa
-Eddy said that the Council does not 
agree on what constitutes an egregious 
violation and cannot expect employees 

to do so.  

5. Parks and Recreation 

Greenbelt Middle School TAG letter of 
support: CM Dennison said that MPT 
Wilkinson has drafted a letter to the 
Board of Education supporting a Tal-
ented and Gifted (TAG) program at 
Greenbelt Middle School, provided that 
neighborhood TAG children are auto-
matically admitted. A PGCPS draft pro-
posal would admit all middle school TAG 
students by lottery. She has corre-
sponded with PGCPS Director of Cur-
riculum & Instruction Arborgast and 
School Board Representative Higgins 
regarding the issue and hopes they will 
come to Berwyn Heights in mid-January 
to discuss it. She has also talked with a 
number of parents about the TAG pro-
gram. One family had a concern about 
honor students not being automatically 
admitted.  

Mayor Calvo asked if there is a limited 
number of slots in the proposed TAG 
program. MPT Wilkinson said that the 
proposed program would have between 
70 and 90 slots, which should preferen-
tially be given to students in the local 
area. Mayor Calvo asked for a motion to 
send the letter to the Board of Education, 
after needed edits are made, which sup-
ports the TAG program with automatic 
admission of local students. CM Denni-
son so moved. MPT Wilkinson seconded. 
The motion passed 5 to 0. 

Historic property grant letter of sup-
port: Mayor Calvo explained that Linda 
Wolfe, the owner of a historic home at 
5617 Ruatan Street, has requested a 
letter of support from the Town for her 
application of a historic property grant to 
renovate her home. She has provided a 
draft letter, which he would like to edit 
before it goes out under his signature. 
CM Dennison so moved. MPT Wilkinson 
seconded. The motion passed 5 to 0. 

Nothing was discussed under 6. Public 

Safety. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:59 p.m.  

 

Kerstin Harper, Town Clerk 

T 
own Meeting 

December 14, 2011 

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 
p.m. Present were Mayor Calvo, Mayor 
Pro Tem (MPT) Wilkinson, CMs Ahrens, 
Dennison, and Kulpa-Eddy. Also present 
were Town Administrator (TA) Murphy, 
Corporal Michelle Bennett,  and Clerk 
Harper. 

Mayor Calvo led the Pledge of Alle-
giance. 

1. Minutes 

Clerk Harper read a summary of the No-
vember 9 Town meeting minutes. On a 
motion by CM Ahrens, and second by 
MPT Wilkinson, the minutes were ap-
proved 5 to 0. 

2. Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer Lape gave the Treasurer's 
report for the month of November. 

3. Mayor’s Report 

Mayor Calvo wished everyone Happy 
Holidays. He said that the Town last 
week celebrated a very  well attended 
tree lighting celebration. He thanked the 
Recreation Council , Seniors Club and 
Public Works for preparing the event, 
and Phil Ventura for again providing the 
musical accompaniment. 

Mayor Calvo reported that the Seminole/
Ruatan Street renovation is progressing 
well. Curbs and gutters have been in-
stalled and the contractor is beginning to 
resurface the roads. The Council ap-
proved several change orders, which 
added approximately $12,000 in project 
costs. The Council also authorized up to 
$10,000 for repairs to the Town Center 
hose tower, which had a problem with 
water leaking through the wall during 
heavy rains, as well as $15,000 for resur-
facing the Public Works yard. There is a 
need to start planning for repairs and 
renovations to other Town buildings. The 
creation of a buildings reserve fund will 
likely be taken up during the next budget 
process. 

The Council had  a number conversa-
tions about the enforcement of the Re-
fuse Ordinance. In November, the Public 
Works and the Code Compliance Depart-
ments began to identify and fine egre-
gious violators of trash regulations, which 
led to the first refuse-related code appeal 
and discussions with staff. There was 
some disagreement among Councilmem-
bers about what constitutes an egregious 
violation and how to best enforce them. 
Mayor Calvo believes that the discus-
sions were valuable in finding the right 
approach to a problem that involves 
judgment. The goal of this effort is to get 
people to recycle more and throw away 
less regular trash. Eventually, this may 
enable Public Works to perform the sec-
ond trash collection of the week in one 
day instead of the current two days, and 
free up Fridays for other tasks. This ar-
rangement could save 3/5 man hours per 
week and make Town government more 
efficient. 

In other news, the Council approved 
$15,000 in merit increases for its employ-
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ees, which will have $23,000 in roll up 
costs in the next fiscal year. Employees 
were given merit increases ranging from 
3.5%  to 1.5% of salary based on their 
performance ratings. Two employees 
received no increases. However, no 
Cost of Living Adjustments (COLA) will 
be given this year. The merit increases 
help make up for a 2% increase in em-
ployees' pension contributions that will 
be deducted from their payroll checks.  

In the wake of a very productive public 
hearing in October, the Council contin-
ued to discuss the sidewalk program, 
and identified areas where sidewalks 
would be most useful. These sections of 
road would then be surveyed to deter-
mine the feasibility of constructing side-
walks. Once it is determined where side-
walks are feasible and cost-effective, 
they will be engineered and eventually 
constructed. Continued input from resi-
dents is welcome. 

The Council recently met with its Mary-
land delegates for the annual legislative 
dinner. The main topics of discussion 
were measures to rebuild the State's 
Transportation Trust Fund, prospects for 
education funding, and economic devel-
opment along Route 1 in Hyattsville and 
Riverdale. The Council learned that, 
while Governor O'Malley is advocating 
increasing contributions to the Transpor-
tation Trust Fund, it is not likely to lead to 
an increase in Highway User Revenues 
(HUR) for municipalities, because the 
Assembly changed the formula and re-
duced the share towns and cities  re-
ceive out of the Trust Fund. Similarly, 
education funding is stagnant, with some 
savings available from consolidation of 
student transportation. 

Lastly, the Council agreed to send letters 
opposing the Beltsville location for a 
CSX Intermodal Transfer Station and 
another approving the placement of a 
Talented and Gifted (TAG) program at 
Greenbelt Middle School, provided all 
local TAG students are eligible to attend. 

4. Department Reports 

Administration: CM Kulpa-Eddy re-
ported that the Administration Depart-
ment is busy with finalizing the audit and 
preparing for the upcoming budget proc-
ess. 

Code Compliance: CM Ahrens dis-
cussed the do's and don'ts of traveling 
out of town over the holidays. He cau-
tioned publicizing being away from home 
on Facebook because it may be moni-
tored by criminals who might break into a 
home during one's absence. It also helps 
to give one's home a lived-in look, with 
no newspapers lying in the yard, a cou-
ple of lights left on, or a neighbor's car 

parked in the driveway. Some people rely 
on motion-detecting lights to scare away 
would be home invaders. In Code news, 
refuse violations topped high grass viola-
tions and fees and fines totaled $1,215.  

Parks and Recreation, Education and 
Civic Affairs: CM Dennison reported 
that the Tree-Lighting ceremony went 
very well. She thanked the volunteers 
who planned and staffed the event. The 
children loved sitting on Santa's lap. The 
Toys for Tots collection hosted by the 
Karate Club was also a success. Sensai 
Leon Swain's daughter acted as the D.J. 
The Indian Creek playground is now un-
der construction. Currently, a bridge is 
being built. The Historical Committee 
(BHHC) appointed Kenneth Archibald to 
the Committee. The BHHC, the Town 
Council and Delegate Gaines wrote let-
ters in support of Linda Wolfe's applica-
tion for a historic restoration grant to 
renovate her Victorian home.  

CM Dennison has been in e-mail contact 
with School Board Representative Peggy 
Higgins and PGCPS Director of Curricu-
lum Development and Instruction Duane 
Arborgast about setting up an education 
meeting for Berwyn Heights. Lastly, she 
sent well-wishes to the families of Dave 
McCaffrey, Mike Attick and Jimmy Myrick 
and wished everyone Happy Holidays. 

Public Health and Safety: Corporal 
Bennett gave the police activities report 
for Chief Antolik, who was recovering 
from the flu. She reported that 173 cita-
tions were issued in the last month, as 
well as 124 speed camera citations. Ms. 
Bennett issued reminders about how to 
be safe during the holiday season. She 
cautioned about door-to-door solicitations 
for charities, leaving packaging for ex-
pensive presents at the curb for pickup, 
and not leaving candles and Christmas 
tree lights on overnight. 

In response to questions, Ms. Bennett 
said that she did not bring any statistics 
on Part I offenses, or  the latest informa-
tion on burglaries and thefts. Birth dates 
published on one's Facebook are per-
sonal information that could be misused 
by Internet criminals. 

Public Works: MPT Wilkinson offered 
condolences to Darlene Erikson, whose 
sister recently passed away. He reported 
that the Berwyn Heights Education Com-
mittee will get together for an informal 
meeting at his house on December 18. 
The new merry-go-round has been in-
stalled at Pops Park. The Council ap-
proved funding for repaving the Public 
Works yard and fixing the drainage prob-
lems.  

Leaf season is drawing to a close, with 
Public Works having collected 175 cubic 

yards of leaves per week. This year, Pub-
lic Works has needed more time to com-
plete a round of leaf collection because 
of cut-backs in the use of temporary la-
bor. In addition, recent heavy rains have 
slowed down the collection. Residents 
are asked to be patient. Next week, en-
ergy efficient lights will be installed in the 
Public Works building and the Town of-
fice. Public Works is working closely with 
the Code Department in enforcing the 
trash violations.  Residents are asked to 
be aware of changes in the trash collec-
tion schedule over the holidays, which 
are published in the Bulletin. 

5. Committee Reports 

Education Advisory Committee: No 
report. 

Historical Committee: No report. 

Neighborhood Watch/Emergency Pre-
paredness: CM Kulpa-Eddy reported 
that the NW/EP will hold its next meeting 
on January 4, and work on its budget 
request for the next fiscal year. Anyone 
interested in giving input should consider 
attending. 

Recreation Council: CM Dennison said 
that the Recreation Council has begun 
planning for the Talent Show. 

6. Unfinished Business 

There was none. 

7. New Business 

Ethics Ordinance No. 110 - 1st Reading 
& Introduction of Repeal of Lobbying 
Registration Provisions: Mayor Calvo 
explained that the Council recently 
adopted a new Ethics Ordinance man-
dated by the State of Maryland. Since 
then, the Council learned that Berwyn 
Heights had a prior exemption to register-
ing lobbyists. The Council agreed to 
amend the new Ethics Ordinance to re-
peal the lobbying registration provisions. 

Clerk Harper read the adopting language 
of the amendment. MPT Wilkinson 
moved to adopt it. CM Ahrens seconded. 
Mayor Calvo further explained that this 
very targeted amendment takes out only 
the lobbying registration provisions, 
which the Council deemed unnecessary 
and cumbersome to implement. For the 
most part, the Council is lobbied by de-
velopers and their zoning attorneys, who 
come in from time to time to seek ap-
proval for the construction or renovation 
of homes, shops or other facilities. A reg-
istration requirement would discourage 
developers from sharing their plans with 
the Council and make the Council less 
informed. With no further comments, the 
Council voted 5 to 0 to introduce the Or-
dinance amendments 

8. Citizens Discussion 
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There was none. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 

 

Kerstin Harper, Town Clerk 

 

W 
orksession 

December 19, 2011 

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 
p.m. Present were Mayor Calvo, Mayor 
Pro Tem (MPT) Wilkinson, Councilmem-
bers (CMs) Ahrens, Dennison and Kulpa-
Eddy. Also present were Town Adminis-
trator (TA) Murphy and Clerk Harper. 

1. Mayor 

Agenda: An executive session was 
added at the end of the regular meeting. 

Announcements: MPT Wilkinson's son 
placed first with Alex Harris in the 5th 
grade science fair. CM Ahrens and his 
wife celebrated a family Christmas early. 

Calendar: A budget priorities discussion 
was scheduled for the January 23 work-
session. The Code Compliance budget 
presentation was switched to the Febru-
ary 6 worksession, and PRECA and NW/
EP budget presentations to the February 
27 worksession. The Student Mock Town 
Council meeting was confirmed for April 
23. 

Minutes: On a motion by MPT Wilkinson 
and second by CM Ahrens, the Decem-
ber 5 worksession minutes were ap-
proved 5 to 0. 

Department reports:  CM Dennison 
reported that MPT Wilkinson and his wife 
hosted an informal meeting of the Educa-
tion Advisory Committee to discuss the 
Committee's future and other educational 
issues. On January 12, School Board 
representative Peggy Higgins and 
PGCPS Director of Instruction and Cur-
riculum Development Duane Arborgast 
will come to Berwyn Heights Elementary 
School (BHES) for an education forum. 
BHES confirmed April 23 as the date for 
the Student Mock Town Council meeting. 

CM Ahrens reported that the Code De-
partment issued several fines for egre-
gious trash violations. Some residents 
were not particularly gracious when Pub-
lic Works employees came to their prop-
erty to talk to them about trash disposal 
procedures. The Code Department gen-
erally tries to talk to residents about trash 
violations, then, if  the violations con-
tinue, a warning letter is sent and eventu-
ally a $15 fine is issued. 

MPT Wilkinson reported that he accom-
panied Public Works Administrative As-

sistant Lockley on his workday last Fri-
day to get a better idea of Public Works' 
daily routine. He corrected a statement 
he made at the December 11 Town 
meeting, noting that 175 cubic yards of 
leaves were collected during that week 
alone, not the amount collected to date. 

Mayor Calvo said that the employee 
holiday lunch at the Sir Walter Raleigh 
Inn was a nice event. Improvements in 
the menu were noted. Afterward, he met 
with Greenbelt Middle School (GMS) 
Principal Warren Tweedy and was in-
formed of his plans for the new building 
and new programs. Principal Tweedy is 
open to ideas and suggestions from the 
communities served by the school, and 
has taken concrete steps to address the 
needs of his diverse student body. GMS 
now has a STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math) club and a robot-
ics club, which addresses the interests of 
TAG students. 

Citizen comments: CM Dennison said 
that many comments were made on the 
Education Advisory Committee's listserv 
regarding the proposed TAG program at 
GMS. MPT Wilkinson on his ride-along 
with Mr. Lockley, received a comment 
about the good communications effort 
made by the Town to inform residents 
about the Seminole/Ruatan Street con-
struction. Mayor Calvo received a com-
ment regarding a neighbors out-of-state 
license tags. Berwyn Heights Police 
checked on it and found the reasons to 
be legitimate. CM Kulpa-Eddy received a 
question about pipes left sticking up in 
front yards along Seminole and Ruatan 
Streets. MPT Wilkinson explained that 
the pipes are access points to the newly-
installed under drains in case they be-
come obstructed. However, the pipes will 
be cut down to be flush with the ground. 

Sidewalk program: Mayor Calvo said 
that, at the last worksession, the Council 
identified all possible locations for side-
walks as listed in TA Murphy's back-
ground documentation. Tonight he would 
like the Council to prioritize those loca-
tions for the purpose of surveying them. 
TA Murphy also included possible bus 
stop improvements in his listing, which 
should be prioritized as well. MPT Wil-
kinson suggested that all potential side-
walk locations be surveyed first and then 
priorities be decided upon. Mayor Calvo 
replied that it may be too expensive to 
survey every potential location. Hence 
he thinks it is better to prioritize ahead of 
surveying. Depending on the cost of 
surveying, a smaller batch of streets 
might surveyed based on their priority 
ranking. 

The Council discussed priority locations 
for surveying. The following street sec-

tions were identified as a first priority: 

 60th Avenue/Cunningham Drive 

from Greenbelt Road to Pontiac 
Street, with a possible exten-
sion to Berwyn Road; 

 Berwyn Road from Sports Park 

to 57th Avenue; 

 57th Avenue from Berwyn Road 

to Pontiac Street; 

 Pontiac Street in front of BHES 

and the Community Center, 
and from 58th to 57th Avenue; 

 Intersection of Pontiac Street 

and Edmonston Road, south-
west corner across from exist-
ing sidewalk. 

The following street sections were identi-
fied as second priority: 

 60th Avenue from Berwyn Road 

to Osage Street; 

 Berwyn Road from 57th Avenue 

to Cunningham Drive,  

 Charlton Avenue/Berwyn Road 

intersection; 

 Cunningham Drive from Ber-

wyn Road to Pontiac Street; 

 (Edmonston Road north). 

The following street sections were identi-
fied as third priority: 

 62nd Avenue from Quebec 

Street to Greenbelt Road; 

 63rd Avenue from Pontiac 

Street to Tecumseh Place. 

 Seminole Street from 62nd Ave-

nue to 60th Avenue; 

 Berwyn Road from Cunning-

ham Drive to Charlton Avenue. 

The Council next discussed other infra-
structure improvements, such as bus 
stop shelters and benches and backup 
generators, which may be funded from 
the public safety reserve. Mayor Calvo 
said that the process for identifying the 
places where bus stop improvements 
will be made is similar to identifying side-
walk locations. Bus stop improvements 
will be considered primarily for the most 
heavily used stops. Those stops will 
then be surveyed to locate the Town 
right-of-way and determine where ease-
ments might be needed. The following 
stops were identified as candidates for 
upgrades: 

 R12 stops along Edmonston 

Road, which will require ease-
ments; 

 The Bus and UMD shuttle 
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Bob Neri, Century 21 Trademark Realty               12 

ments. Mayor Calvo said that Mr. Jarbo 
would resurface and maintain the exist-
ing blacktop parking lot. In addition he is 
willing to negotiate a set amount in 
green upgrades the Town has re-
quested. If the Council does not accept 
this framework for an agreement, Mr. 
Jarbo will likely not go forward with the 
project.  

CM Kulpa-Eddy asked what types of 
improvements are being considered. 
Mayor Calvo said the improvements 
would include green islands with trees 
and shrubs that could absorb some of 
the storm water runoff. The Park & Plan-
ning design converts 20 parking spaces 
into green areas. CM Kulpa-Eddy said 
that she does not know what would be 
an appropriate sum to green the parking 
lot because the Council has not been 
given any information on what improve-
ments $20,000 would buy. She would 
like to see the plan that Park & Planning 
drew up to get a better sense.  

Mayor Calvo said that, personally, he 
believes that $30,000 would go a long 
way toward making the parking lot nicer. 
This sum would include the cost of de-
sign work and may finance the greening 
of 10 parking spaces. Other improve-
ments to the property, such as fence to 
screen the parking lot from the residen-
tial, better signage and lighting would be 
separate. The other question for the 
Council to decide is whether to let Mr. 
Jarbo contract for the green upgrades or 
have the Town do it with money Mr. 
Jarbo provides for the purpose.  

MPT Wilkinson said he would support 
the proposed sum of $30,000 in green 
upgrades but have Mr. Jarbo handle the 
contracting. CM Kulpa-Eddy said that 
she needs more information and sug-
gested using the $60,000 Park & Plan-
ning design as a starting point. Mayor 
Calvo said that he will obtain the plans 
for a future discussion of the project, in 
which Mr. Jarbo should be invited to 
take part. 

CM Ahrens left at 8:45 p.m. to attend to 
a prior commitment. 

CSX Intermodal Transfer Station, let-
ter of opposition: CM Kulpa-Eddy ex-
plained that she and TA Murphy revised 
the CSX Intermodal letter of opposition 
based on Councilmembers' input. The 
letter will be sent to the US Congres-
sional delegation and to Maryland's Sec-
retary of Transportation.  

Mayor Calvo said that he agrees with 
the substance of the letter, which re-
quests that the proposed Beltsville loca-
tion for an intermodal transfer station be 
eliminated from the list of possible sites. 
However, if there are no objections, he 

stops at Pontiac Street and 63rd 
Avenue and at Pop's Park; 

 The Bus stop in front of the 

Town Center. 

Mayor Calvo said he thinks that backup 
generators should be considered only 
for the Town Center complex. He would 
like to get cost estimates for different 
options. MPT Wilkinson said that the 
$30,000 previously quoted for a backup 
generator at the Town Center would only 
pay for one generator, which could only 
service the municipal building. The Town 
Center would need its own generator. 
TA Murphy said that he has received an 
estimate of $65,000 to equip both build-
ings with a generator. The Council 
agreed to obtain more options on gen-
erator setups at the Town Center before 
making a decision. 

ReMax property parking lot agree-
ment: Mayor Calvo explained that the 
owner of the ReMax property Larry 
Jarbo agreed to make his parking lot 
more environmentally friendly by adding 
green islands and mitigating storm water 
runoff. The greening of the parking lot 
was one of the improvements requested 
by the Town in return for its support of 
the zoning changes Mr. Jarbo needs for 
a Dollar General Store to open on his 
property. However, as a small business 
owner with limited funds, he wishes to 
limit his expenses to a fixed sum. His 
initial proposal is to expend $20,000 for 
greening the parking lot in addition to 
repaving it. He offers to either work the 
green upgrades into his bids or pay an 
agreed upon sum to the Town to have 
the improvements done. Mayor Calvo 
asked if 1) the Council is inclined accept 
this framework for an agreement; and 2) 
what sum it thinks appropriate. 

TA Murphy wondered whether the Plan-
ning Board would dictate what green 
upgrades the parking lot has to have 
when the plans are submitted for ap-
proval. Mayor Calvo said there would be 
mandates regarding the amount of 
spaces but not regarding the landscap-
ing because this project involves rezon-
ing an existing property. TA Murphy 
wondered whether Mr. Jarbo has a plan 
for green upgrades or some idea what 
upgrades $20,000 would buy. Mayor 
Calvo said that Mr. Jarbo insists on a 
fixed expense that he can incorporate 
into a financing agreement. He does not 
want an open-ended commitment to a 
green concept plan. He could not afford 
the $60,000 greening plan Park & Plan-
ning drew up as a sample. 

CM Dennison said that it is the responsi-
bility of a business to maintain its park-
ing lot and to get bids for any improve-

would like to make a few minor edits and 
send it out under his signature. CM 
Kulpa-Eddy so moved. MPT Wilkinson 
seconded. The motion passed 4 to 0. 

2. Administration. 

Hose tower repairs: TA Murphy said 
that he spoke with architect David Bell, 
who helped him with the energy conser-
vation grant applications, about the water 
problems with the hose tower. Mr. Bell 
advised not to proceed with drylocking 
the walls of the hose tower during the 
winter because moisture may be trapped 
in the cinder blocks and is not likely to 
dry out. Drylocking would seal the mois-
ture in, which would cause problems 
later.  

MPT Wilkinson asked whether the fans 
to circulate the air have been installed. 
TA Murphy replied that  no fans but two 
vents have been installed, which may 
provide sufficient circulation. MPT Wilkin-
son said he did not think so because the 
vents are 30' apart. He asked to proceed 
as planned and install the fans. The 
Council agreed to install the fans but to 
postpone drylocking until warmer 
weather. 

Seminole/Ruatan Street project up-
date: TA Murphy said that Olney Ma-
sonry should be done milling the street 
by the end of the week. Then the con-
tractor will have to wait for a period of 
warmer weather to do the paving. There 
are also a number of items on a punch 
list that will have to be completed, includ-
ing reducing the height of the access 
pipes to the under drains, restoring front 
lawns, and a full-depth patch on Ruatan 
Street. TA Murphy further informed that 
the project engineer with AB Construc-
tion and the owner of Olney Masonry are 
currently discussing what to do about the 
concrete ditches installed by WSSC 
along Seminole Street for storm water 
runoff. They may be too high to apply an 
layer of asphalt on top. Street elevation 
plans may have to be changed. 

Comcast franchise renewal negotia-
tions: TA Murphy reported that Comcast 
Cable Corporation has informed Prince 
George's County and municipalities that 
it wishes to renegotiate the cable agree-
ment in 2013. I-Net has proposed that 
the negotiations be carried out in the 
same fashion as the negotiations with 
Verizon. This means that representatives 
from the County and certain municipali-
ties would negotiate on behalf of every 
stakeholder. Mayor Calvo asked for a 
motion for Berwyn Heights to join the I-
Net negotiations. MPT Wilkinson so 
moved. CM Kulpa-Eddy seconded. The 
motion passed 4 to 0. 

Council chamber layout and furniture: 
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Mayor Calvo said that Clerk Harper has 
provided sample images of modular 
conference furniture and a scaled plan 
of the Council Chamber on which the 
Council can try out different room con-
figurations. It was agreed to postpone 
further discussions until Mayor Calvo 
and Clerk Harper will have worked out a 
clear set of options. 

Nothing was discussed under 3. Code 
Compliance, 4. Parks and Recreation, 

6. Public Safety, or Public Works. 

7. Executive Session (9:10 p.m. -  

SUPPORT OUR BULLETIN  

ADVERTISERS                

PG. 

As You Like It Heating and Air 
Conditioning LLC 

26 

Cameron Brothers Home Im-
provements 

26 

Richard H. Gehring Home Im-
provements 

24 

Thomas A. Gentile,  
Attorney-at-Law 

24 

Holy Redeemer 26 

Henry‘s PaInting & Decorating 14 

Drs. Aaron L. Linchuck & Nor-
man R. Resslin D.D.S. 

22 

Sharon McCraney,  
Long & Foster 

16 

Metro Construction Group  9 

Metro Real Estate  9 

Bob Neri, Century 21,  
Trademark 

14 

Linda Nguyen—TriStar Realty 26 

                                                      DO NOT PLACE HOT ASHES  

IN REFUSE/TRASH CANS 

Residents are asked to make sure their fireplace is 
totally cooled before putting fireplace ashes in the 
trash. Incidents have happened in the past where 
residents have placed hot ashes in with their refuse/
trash and placed a lid on the can. The hot ashes 
smoldered and when the Public Works employee 
flips the lid, allowing oxygen in, the employee is un-
expectedly met with a burst of flame in their face.  
Past fires in garbage refuse trucks forced the Town 
to dump the complete load and reload everything by 
hand that had been soaked by the Fire Department. 
This is very costly and time consuming. 

 

10:00 p.m.) 

On a motion by MPT Wilkinson, and 
second by CM Dennison, the Council 
went into executive session to discuss a 
personnel matter. With matter dis-
cussed, MPT Wilkinson moved, and CM 
Dennison seconded to end the executive 
session. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 
p.m.  

 

Kerstin Harper, Town Clerk 
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WINTER DRIVING SAFETY TIPS 
The BHPD would like our residents to be safe and collision free during the winter. Our 
best advice for driving in bad winter weather is not to drive at all, if you can avoid it. 

If you must drive in snowy conditions, 
make sure your car is prepared, and that 
you know how to handle road conditions. 
Don't go out until the Department of Pub-
lic Works snow plows and sanding trucks 
have had a chance to do their work, and 
allow extra time. Make sure that you 
shoveled your sidewalk, so that our 
school kids are safe while walking to 
school. 

It's helpful to practice winter driving tech-
niques in a snowy, open parking lot, so you're familiar with how your car handles. Con-
sult your owner's manual for tips specific to your vehicle.  Do not assume that your 4X4 
can handled ice and snow. 

Driving safely on snow/icy roads 

Decrease your speed and increase your distance.  Leave yourself plenty of room to stop. 
You should allow at least three times more space than usual between you and the 
car in front of you.  

Brake gently to avoid skidding. If your wheels start to lock up, ease off the 
brake.  Understand the different between ‗ABS‘ and locking brake systems. 

Turn on your lights ‗low-beam‘ to increase your visibility to other motorists. 

Keep your lights and windshield clean.  Make sure you have plenty of washer fluids. 

Use low gears to keep traction, especially on hills. 

Don't use cruise control or overdrive on icy roads. 

Be especially careful on bridges, overpasses and infrequently traveled roads, which will 
freeze first. Even at temperatures above freezing, if the conditions are wet, you might 
encounter ice in shady areas or on exposed roadways like bridges. 

Don't pass snow plows and sanding trucks. The drivers have limited visibility, and you're 
likely to find the road in front of them worse than the road behind. 

Don't assume your vehicle can handle all conditions. Even four-wheel and front-wheel 
drive vehicles can encounter trouble on winter roads.  

Don‘t take unnecessary risks; the safest choice is to stay off the road. 

The total 2011 traffic fatalities in Prince George‘s County is 83 and 415 for Statewide. 

Ken K. Antolik, Chief of Police 
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RECYCLE PAPER TO FUND  

SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECTS  

FOR BERWYN HEIGHTS  

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

STUDENTS  

Berwyn Heights residents can 

help Berwyn Heights Elemen-

tary School students to raise 

funds for school safety and 

environmental projects. The 

school‘s Student Government 

Council uses the funds to hold 

a ‗Thank You‖ luncheon for the 

student Safetys who help stu-

dents cross streets and for 

environmental awareness and 

―Green‖ projects. This year the student Green Committee hopes 

to raise money to plant flowers in the Miriam E. Farwell Memo-

rial Garden. 

Residents are asked to bring newspapers, magazines, office 

paper, shopping catalogs and mail, but not cardboard, to the 

Abitibi Paper Retriever bin in the school parking lot. The paper 

recycling bin is in the far right hand corner of the school‘s park-

ing lot. Residents can access the paper recycling bin 24 hours a 

day, 7 seven days a week. 
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HENRY’S 
Painting & Decorations, Inc. 

Interior & Exterior  

Custom Paint 

 

 

Drywall Repairs 

Plastering 

Power Washing 

Staining 

Wallpaper Removal 

Water Damage Repairs 

EPA CERTIFIED 

BONDED & INSURED 

MHIC 129054 

FREE ESTIMATES 

 Please give us a call: 

 (301) 300-1347 or 

 (571) 245-8421 
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RECREATION COUNCIL NEWS & EVENTS 
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PTA 
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spice 
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
―Celebrating 25 Years in Town‖ 

 The Senior Center is open from 10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M., Monday through Friday.  Drop in and meet your 

neighbors.  Also check the boards for special activities.  Drop in to the Center, or attend the meeting, and 

find out what‘s going on.  There is always something to do even if it is just getting together. 

February 1 Wii Bowling 10:30 A.M. 

February 2 Game Night 7:00 P.M. 

February 4 Potluck and Movie 5:00 P.M. 

February 7 Bingo 12:30 P.M. 

February 8 Wii Bowling 10:30 A.M. 

February 9 Game Night 7:00 P.M. 

February 14 Meeting 11:00 A.M.  Bingo  1:00 P.M. 

February 15 Wii Bowling 10:30 A.M. 

February 16 Game Night 7:00 P.M. 

February 21 Bingo 12:30 P.M. 

February 22 Wii Bowling 10:30 A.M. 

February 23 Game Night 7:00 P.M. 

February 28 Meeting & Potluck 11:00 A.M.  Bingo  1:00 P.M. 

February 29 Wii Bowling 10:30 A.M. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO FEBRUARY ACTIVITIES 

February 3 Phillip Waltz 

February 6 Tommy Anderson 

February 8 Frank Baxter 

February 9 Mary Smith 

February 15 Ronald Luftman 

February 16 Jerry Anzulovic 

February 22 Agnes Belasco 

February 24 Joke-ian Lam 

MAINTENANCE OF ABANDONED OR VACANT  

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY 
 

Town Council has instituted a program to address the growing concern of mainte-
nance of abandoned or vacant property. 

Enforcement:  When the Town determines that a property has been vacant for 15 
consecutive days and the owner of record is unknown or the owner of record‘s 
whereabouts is unknown, the Town, after making every effort to identity, locate 
and notify the owner of the maintenance violations, is authorized to enter upon the 
property to abate any and all violations, such as accumulation of garbage, litter or 
rubbish, high grass, overgrown bushes, shrubs and weeds, etc. 

Residents are urged to notify the Code Compliance Department at 301-513-0331 
or the Office of the Town Administrator at 301-474-5000 of properties believe to be 
abandoned or vacant needing maintenance. 

A best first impression sells buyers on a house they would like to buy and in a 
Town they would like to live in.  Help us help you. 

MARCH 14 — HARRINGTON 

CASINO —- COST $31.00 

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL 

MARGRITT VAUSSE —- 301-

356-5566 
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Berwyn Heights Neighborhood Watch (NW)/ Emergency Prepared-

ness (EP) / Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
 

Berwyn Heights has an established Neighborhood Watch program as the “eyes and ears” of local 

law enforcement in our community.  In addition, we have an Emergency Preparedness program 

and Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) in the event of a town, county, regional, or 

national emergency.  Please consider joining the Berwyn Heights NW/EP Committee if you are 

interested in any of these activities. 
 

Neighborhood Watch Program (NW) 
 

The Berwyn Heights Neighborhood Watch group has been in existence since 1998.  Neighborhood 

Watch is a crime prevention program that enlists the active participation of residents in cooperation with local law en-

forcement to reduce crime and improve the quality of life in our area. 
 

There are obvious benefits Neighborhood Watch volunteers and their communities have experienced throughout the 

years such as: 
 

 a reduction in crime, 

 a better quality of life, 

 a greater sense of security, responsibility, and personal control, 

 building community pride and unity, 

 preparing for helping others and ourselves in our community, 

 providing law enforcement agencies with volunteer support year round, and 

 becoming the extra “eyes and ears” of law enforcement personnel, thereby reducing law enforcement’s burden. 
 

Emergency Preparedness (EP) 
 

Although they seldom occur, our area is not immune to natural or man-made disasters.  We may need to be self-

sufficient for a period of 72 hours or more before county or state authorities might be able to respond to our needs. 
 

The Emergency Preparedness Committee was established in 2002 to assist the town in preparing residents to deal with a 

disaster. This includes maintaining a minimum capability for essential Town functions and initial disaster response and 

relief to our citizens. The committee is dedicated to providing information to encourage residents to create their own 

personal emergency supply kits in the event we need to shelter-in-place or evacuate the area. 
 

Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
 

The CERT program educates people about disaster preparedness and response for hazards 

that may impact their area and more importantly trains them in basic disaster response 

skills, such as fire safety, light search and rescue, team organization, and disaster medical 

operations.  Using the training learned in the classroom and during exercises, CERT mem-

bers can assist others in their neighborhood or workplace following a disaster when profes-

sional responders may not immediately be available to help.  CERT members also are encouraged to support emergency 

response agencies by taking a more active role in emergency preparedness projects in their community. 
 

CERT training is provided free of charge in coordination with the County and other local municipalities. 

You CAN make a difference! 

The Berwyn Heights NW/EP Committee participates in the following activities: 

(Continued on page 21) 
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Street Sweeper Schedule 2012 

Dear Residents, 

Please try not park in the street wherever possible when the street 
sweeper comes to Berwyn Heights. Clean streets ensure better storm 

water drainage and prevent freezing of dammed up water. 

And it makes the Town look better, too! 

Beginning in the March Bulletin, this information will be incorporated 
into the Town Calendar. 

 

 

BULLETIN ADVERTISING 

RATES 

TERM RESIDENT 

NON-

RESIDENT 

EIGHTH (1/8) PAGE 
1 Month $30.00  $36.00  

6 Months $162.00  $192.00  

12 Months $230.00  $336.00  

QUARTER (1/4) PAGE 
1 Month $50.00  $72.00  

6 Months $270.00  $384.00  

12 Months $384.00  $672.00  

HALF (1/2) PAGE 
1 Month $100.00  $144.00  

6 Months $540.00  $768.00  

12 Months $768.00  $1,344.00  

FULL PAGE  
1 Month $200.00  $288.00  

6 Months $1,080.00  $1,536.00  

12 Months $1,536.00  $2,688.00  
      

HOLIDAY DECORATING  

CONTEST WINNERS 
 

The following are the winners of the Annual Holiday Decorating 
Contest for Best House, Best Yard and Best Overall. The Mayor 
and Town Council congratulate the winners and thank everyone 
who participated in the holiday decorating contest. 

 

Best House – 8918 57
th

 Avenue, Michael Kuchma 

 

Best Yard – 8711 58
th

 Avenue, Juan and Norma Pineda 

 

Best Overall – 8912 56
th

 Avenue, Charles and Diane Hall 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

 

 Berwyn Heights Day      

 National Night Out      

 Halloween Patrol 

 CERT Training (County, State, 

Metro, & other sponsors) 
 

If you are 16 or older and would like 

to help others, you are welcome to 

join the Neighborhood Watch/

Emergency Preparedness Committee 

and/or our CERT team.  We are 

looking for community-minded peo-

ple to become involved.  Whatever 

your qualifications, we have a place 

for you!  You are invited to attend 

our monthly meeting, held at the 

Town Office on the first Wednesday 

of the month beginning at 7:30 pm. 

If you would like more informa-

tion or to be contacted: 

Contact the NW/EP/CERT at Town 

of Berwyn Heights, 5700 Berwyn 

Road, Berwyn Heights, Maryland  

20740 or send an email indicating 

your interest to:  Ron Shane at ber-

wynhtsnwep@hotmail.com or Joan 

Hayden at cntygal42@verizon.net 

or call 301-674-4919. 

 

Berwyn Heights NW/ 

EP/CERTS (Continued from page 20) 

MONTH WEEK OF 

January 9,16 

March 5, 12 

April 30 

May 1, 7 

June 25 

July 2 

October 15, 22 

November 26 

December 3 

mailto:berwynhtsnwep@hotmail.com
mailto:berwynhtsnwep@hotmail.com
mailto:cntygal42@verizon.net
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Your Neighborhood Family Dental Office 

Cosmetic and Family Dentistry 

 

 

Aaron I. Linchuck, D.D.S., P.A. 

Norman R. Ressin, D.D.S., P.A. 

 

6201 Greenbelt Road, U-5 

Science Park Medical Building 

Berwyn Heights, MD 20740 

301-441-2550 

 

 

 New Patients Welcome 

 Britesmile® Teeth Whitening 

 Crown and Bridgework 

 Implant Restoration 

 Tooth Colored Fillings  

 Digital X-rays       

 Complete and Partial Dentures 

 Denture Repairs 

 Most Insurances Accepted 

 Interest Free Financing Available 

 

Are you a snorer? We can help you.  

New treatments being offered to help  

you and your loved one get a better  

night‘s sleep. 

New Patient Special 

$86 

Exam, X-rays & 

Cleaning 

Senior Discount Plan  

 

We offer a discount plan for 

Seniors 65yrs and over  
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Rooms for Rent: $450.00 - $500.00. 
Please call (301) 237-2829.  

House Cleaning: Berwyn Heights resi-
dent since 2000 - with 25 years profes-
sional house cleaning experience and 
takes pride in the work done looking for 
new clients. References in Town and out 
of town are available. Please give me a 
call and let me help tackle the house 
cleaning for you. Free estimates. Please 
call (301) 474-3024.  

Bookkeeping Services: Elite Book-
keeping offers payroll services, business 
registration, and translations. Se habla 
espanol. Visit elitebk.com. Contact Maria 
at maria@elitebk.com or at 240-898­
6438.  

Web Design: Cmd27.com offers web 
design and original photography for busi-
nesses or individuals. Please contact 
services@cmd27.com for a free consul-
tation.  

Catholic Homeschoolers: Surely we 
aren't the only Catholic home school 
family in Berwyn Heights! Call us and 
let's get together. Eric and Wendy, 301} 
345-8077.  

House Cleaning: Help with shopping, 
cooking, etc. 40-year resident of Berwyn 
Heights.  Very reliable and reasonable 
rates.  Please call DJ at (301) 345-1746.  

Do you need an affordable daycare? 
Hi, my name is Carol and I would like to 
help you. I'm CPR certified and I have 
three children on my own. Give me a call 
if I'm the one you need. (301) 474-0963.  

STRESSED!!! Are you a Senior, a rela-
tive or friend of a Senior? Are you, or 
they, worried about staying home long-
term? If you'd  like some direction or 
assistance, without alienating your loved 
one, I CAN HELP YOU. Sealani Weiner, 
Geriatric Care Manager. Licensed Inde-
pendent Clinical Social Worker in MD & 
DC, Certified Care Manager AND Ber-

wyn Heights resident.  240-965-7274. 

Wanted: Land purchase in Berwyn 
Heights. If you have a sub-dividable lot, 
a Berwyn heights resident is interested 
in possible purchase. Call (301) 346-
1462. 

Child Care:  Loving, licensed child care 
in BH, Monday thru Friday, 6:30 A.M. to 
5:30 P.M.  Call 301 (313) 9131. 

Computer Repair:  Having computer 
problems? Want files moved from an old 
computer to a new one? Flat rates 
cheaper than any store around. Call Ja-
son 301-919-9980. 

BULLETIN BOARD 

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS 

Boys & Girls Club President 

 Ronnie Compton 301-441-2263 

Registrar 

 Kathy Schuster 301-441-2263 

Secretary 

 Cheryl Compton 

Treasurer 

 Maria Robles  

Athletic Director 

 Tito Menjivar 301-345-2661 

Neighborhood Watch and  

Emergency Preparedness 

   Co-Chair Ron Shane 240-965-7022 

   Co-Chair Joan Hayden 301-474-5037 

Historical Committee 

 M. David Williams 301-345-6214 

Men‘s League 

 Jim McGinnis 301-345-1223 

Playgroup 

 Rose Almoguera 301-446-2427 

Quilter‘s Club 

  Lois Williams 301-345-6214 

Recreation Council 

 Trinity Tomsic 301-474-6350 

Seniors Club 

 Jean McConnell 301-345-6373  

 

 

Richard H. Gehring 

Home Improvements 

Remodeling & Repairs 

Carpentry — Drywall  

 Painting 

Serving Berwyn Heights 

For over 25 Years 

MHIC #84145  

Telephone 

301-441-1246 

 Berwyn Heights Immune Therapist will 
reveal info your dietician does not know and 
your doctor is not allowed to tell you. If you 
want to get fit & lean, do my plan. Side ef-
fects? May experience loss of disease. 
SCOTT 301-325-8223 

Lawn mowing and trimming, yard rak-
ing and cleanup, basement cleanout, 
painting, plumbing, general handyman. 
Reasonable rates and flexible schedule. 
Call Phil at 202-718-8530. Berwyn 
Heights references available. 

Attention Seniors: Kind, compassionate 
Berwyn Heights resident available to go 
grocery shopping, run errands, etc. 
Please call Mary Ann at (301) 982-9295.  

Childcare: Miss Debbie, the Mary Pop-
pins childcare provider of 29 years in 
B.H. is ISO another family.  Will play, 
read, color, do puzzles but no heavy 
housework as your child is more impor-
tant.  Will also watch children on week-
ends and evenings. Call (301)345-7622. 

Need Computer help? Call RJ 240-602-
0815. Microsoft A+ Certified.  

Licensed Family Daycare:  Opening for 
infant to 12 years old.  Before and after 
care for BH Elementary School available. 
Vouchers are accepted.  Meals are pro-
vided.  Openings are Monday-Friday 
from 6 AM to 6 PM.  Please contact Ka-
runa at 301-345-2939. 

―Berwyn Heights Republicans invite 
you to join us! If you are interested in 
getting together with us or if you would 
like more information, please contact 
Lorraine by email at gotv12@yahoo.com. 
 

Tutor:  High school math, science, his-
tory and writing.  Please call 301-982-
9636. 
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 at the 7600 block of Charlton Avenue.  

She was transported to the BHPD and 

released to her parents. 

12/11/11 at 10:02 am, Pvt. Krouse re-

sponded to the 8500 block of 60th Place 

for a report of theft. Investigation re-

vealed that a 67 Y/O, B/M, was in the 

process of moving and decided to place 

several items in a basement of the house 

that he was currently renting.  He later 

found that all of his items were 

gone.  There were no signs of forced 

entry and further investigation revealed 

that the residence was occupied at the 

time of the incident.   

12/15/11 between 7:06 pm and 10:20 

pm, Pfc. Thompson and Pfc. Ignowski 

responded various locations of the Town 

for reports of vandalism to auto by ‗BB‘ or 

a pellet gun. The areas of incidents are, 

7700 block of Edmonston Road for, 8800 

block of 58th Avenue, 5800 block of 

Pontiac Street, 8600 block of Cunning-

ham Drive.  Total of five vehicles dam-

aged. 

12/16/11 between 1:04 am and 7:31 am 

Pfc. Ignowski and Pvt. Krouse responded 

various locations of the Town for reports 

of vandalism to auto by ‗BB‘ or a pellet 

gun. The areas of incidents are, 5700 

block of Pontiac Street, 8500 block of 

60th, Avenue. Total of two vehicles dam-

aged. 

12/19/11 at 8:30 am, Pvt. Krouse im-

pounded a 1995 Honda as a result of an 

accident on Greenbelt Road near 60th 

Ave. 

12/21/11 at 11:00 Cpl. Bennett submitted 

a police report in regards to a Town resi-

dent receiving US Postal mail at his 

home with an unknown name as the re-

cipient.  Case is being investigated by 

the BHPD Investigative Services and the 

Postal Inspector.  

12/23/11 at 11:15 am, Pvt. Krouse re-

sponded to the 8600 block of 56th Ave-

nue for a report of credit card fraud 

theft.   A 44 Y/O, W/F, stated that some-

one had stolen her credit card informa-

tion and purchased items in Norfolk Vir-

ginia. The card was issued from Bank of 

America.  It was a Visa Debit card.  

12/24/2011 at 11:20 pm, Pfc. Ignowski 

responded to the 7700 Block of Edmon-

ston Road for a suspicious person 

knocking on doors asking for money.  On 

scene Pfc. Ignowski confronted a 45 Y/

O, B/M a Baltimore resident, who was 

soliciting for money from Town residents 

during late hours.  Subject was identified 

by Pfc. Ignowski and Pfc. Roberson. 

12/26/11 at 11:05 am, Pvt. Krouse im-

pounded a 1998 Cadillac at the location 

of Pontiac Street and 63rd Avenue for 

parking over 72 hours. 

12/27/11 at 11:50 pm, Pfc. Thompson 

impounded a 2001 Toyota Truck at the 

location of Kenilworth Avenue and 

Greenbelt Road.  The driver was driving 

without insurance. 

12/30/11 at 3:00 pm, Pvt. Krouse im-

pounded a 2004 Chevy Truck at the lo-

cation of Greenbelt Road and 62nd Ave-

nue.  The driver of the vehicle was driv-

ing on suspended tags. 

BERWYN HEIGHTS POLICE BEAT 
―Police Beat‖ includes crimes 

and accidents that occurred 

during the month of December 

2011.  It is not a complete list-

ing of every crime and/or acci-

dent that occurred in the Town.  Inci-

dents are listed from beginning of the 

month to the end of the month starting 

with the first report taken during the pe-

riod within a specified category. 

 

12/01/11 at 11:00 am, Cpl. Bennett re-

sponded to the 6201 Greenbelt Road M-

16 for a report of a fraud prescription.  

Case is being investigated by Det. 

Unger. 

12/03/11 at 10:40 am, Pfc. Roberson 

responded to the 8800 block of 62nd 

Avenue for a theft of a rear registration 

plate from a 2003 Chevrolet.  

12/04/11 at 8:20 am, Pfc. Roberson re-

sponded to the 8700 block of Cunning-

ham Drive for a report of vandalism to a 

1992 Honda.  The passenger‘s side win-

dow was broken outt by an unknown 

object. 

12/04/11 at 11:15 am, Pfc. Roberson 

responded to the 8800 block of 63rd Ave-

nue for a report of theft from a 1999 

Honda.  The window of the vehicle was 

broken out and the radio was taken. 

12/05/11 at 7:40 pm, Pfc. Ignowski im-

pounded a 1997 Isuzu truck for sus-

pended registration at the location of 

6219 Greenbelt Road.  The driver of the 

vehicle was also suspended.  Several 

citations were issued. 

12/06/11 at 8:00 am, Cpl. Bennett re-

sponded to the 8800 block of 58th Ave-

nue for a report of damaged property on 

a 2004 Dodge Tk.  The driver side mirror 

and the driver‘s side truck bed were 

damaged by an unknown object. 

12/06/11 at 5:45 pm, Pvt. Krouse re-

sponded to the 8600 block of 57th Ave-

nue for a report of theft of a TV from a 

group home.  

12/08/11 at 1:44 pm, Det. Unger and 

Chief Antolik located at 14 Y/O missing 

girl from Riverdale, MD.  The girl was 

reported missing on 12/07/11 and found 

NON-EMERGENCY 

POLICE DISPATCH 

PHONE NUMBER 

301-352-1200 

Here is the Procedure for getting 

Berwyn Heights police officer re-

sponse for non-emergency police 

service or assistance. 

1. Call 301-352-1200 (P.G. 

County Police).   

2. Give dispatcher your name, 

address where you are, a 

phone number where you can 

be reached, and explain why 

you need a police officer. 

3. Critically Important:  Tell the 

dispatcher that you want the 

on-duty Berwyn Heights police 

officer to contact you or to re-

spond. 

4. In an emergency, Call 911. 
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PEPCO 
 IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

English Speaking Customers 

CALL (202) 872-3432 TO REPORT 

Downed Wires, Burning Wires, Struck 
Poles or Life Threatening Electrical Sys-

tem Situations 

CALL (877) 737-2662 TO REPORT 

Power Outages   

CALL (877) 737-2662 TO REPORT 

Report Street Light Out  

(Need Pepco Pole Number and house  number of near-

est house) 

Hard of Hearing Customers 

TTY (202) 872-2369 

Spanish Speaking Customers 

CALL (202) 872-4641 por  

Servicio en Espanol  

Languages other than English or Spanish  

CALL (202) 833-7500 

Customers with Emergency Medical  

or Life Support Equipment or Special Needs 

CALL (202) 833-7500 FOR  

Registration to be on Priority List    

Real Estate Mailbag 

Dear Linda: My tenant just moved out and has 

left damages, 2 months of unpaid rent, and an unpaid water bill 

that is in my name. I have her security deposit to take out of, 

but she‘s told me she‘s declared bankruptcy, and that she 

wants her deposit back. Do I have to give it to her? –Eugene L.  

Dear Eugene: You will need to consult competent legal ad-

vice. I have had this scenario happen to a client (the landlord) 

in the past, and the bankruptcy lawyer informed my client that 

everything filed before the bankruptcy was included in her 

bankruptcy, including her security deposit. The deposit needed 

to be returned in full to the bankruptcy court or the court could 

file a judgment against the landlord. She could not use any of 

the deposit for unpaid rent, damages or unpaid utilities. Please 

consult a lawyer on your own situation to be certain. 

Readers with questions should email Linda Nguyen at LIN-

GUYEN@MRIS.COM or call 240.988.1626.Linda is an asso-

ciate broker with the firm Tristar Realty (301.434.4252) and 

has been active listing, selling and renting homes for over 

7 years in the DC-Baltimore area. She lives in Berwyn 

Heights with her husband, daughter and dog. 
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Calendar 
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TOWN OF BERWYN HEIGHTS 

5700 Berwyn Road 

Berwyn Heights, Maryland 20740-2799 

CARRIER-ROUTE SORTED 

PRESORT STANDARD 
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College Park, Maryland 

POSTAL CUSTOMER 

BERWYN HEIGHTS, MARYLAND 

Dated Material — Do Not Delay! 

TOWN INFORMATION 

Town of Berwyn Heights Phone Nos. 
Emergency - Fire Rescue  .........................  9-1-1  

Police (Non-Emergency) …………………  (301) 333-4000  

Police Administrative Office  .....................  (301) 474-6554  

Code Compliance Department  ................  (301) 513-9331  

Public Works Department  .........................  (301) 474-6897  

          Email:  publicworks@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Fire Department  ........................................  (301) 474-7866  

Senior Center  ............................................  (301) 474-0018   

Community Center (Gym)  .........................  (301) 345-2808  

Town Office  ...............................................  (301) 474-5000  

         Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Call-A-Bus Reservations …………………. (301) 474-5000  

Maryland Relay Service (TTY)…………….    1(800) 735-2258  

Mayor and Council 
 

Cheye Calvo (301) 474-6350 ccalvo@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Mayor — Public Safety and Health 
 

James Wilkinson (301) 982-5152 jwilkinson@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Mayor Pro Tem — Department of Public Works     (please call before 8:30 p.m.) 
 

Richard Ahrens (301) 474-3328 rahrens@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Councilmember — Code Compliance, Construction and Transportation 
 

Patti Dennison (301) 404-2759 pdennison@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Councilmember — Parks and Recreation, Education and Civic Affairs 
 

Jodie Kulpa-Eddy (301) 345-1516  jkulpaeddy@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Councilmember — Administration  

Regular Trash Collection Schedule 
North of Pontiac…………… Mondays & Thursdays 

South of Pontiac…………… Tuesdays & Fridays 

Heavy Trash Day: 

Weekly on Thursday for North of Pontiac 

Weekly on Friday for South of Pontiac 

Recycling Schedule: 

Wednesdays for the entire Town. 

Town Helpline 
Do you have a suggestion or problem or a 

question on an ordinance, or have a histori-

cal question?  Want to receive meeting 

agendas or minutes by email? 

Email Town at 

contact@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Be assured that your communication 

will be answered promptly 

Watch Council Meetings 
 

On Comcast channel 71 

FIOS channel 12 

 

Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 

at 11:30 a.m. 

or call the Town Office 

to request a play time. 

Questions or advertising rates — call Administration Department at (301) 474-5000. 

Or email:  emurphy@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Submission deadline is the 15th of the month by 12:00 noon! 

Helen Van Doren, Design & Layout 

Town of Berwyn Heights Website:  http://www.berwyn-heights.com 


