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Holiday Decorating 
Contest 

Judging December 20 – 31 

Light up the holidays and get ready for the Annual 
Holiday Decorating Contest. 

The Town awards prizes for Best Decorated House, 

Best Yard and Best Overall.  

Bulk Trash Collection Change 

In January 2015, the Town's Public Works Department will begin to implement a series of changes in the refuse 
collection program that will consolidate the second weekly trash pickup on Thursdays. This means that by the end 
of next summer no trash will be collected on Fridays, freeing this day up for other tasks. The transition will involve 
multiple steps: 

Come January 5, 2015, the weekly refuse collection schedule will be as follows:  

Monday 
North Side 

Tuesday 
South Side 

Wednesday 
Entire Town 

Thursday 
North Side 

Friday 
South Side 

Household Trash Household Trash Recycling Household Trash Household Trash 

► Bulk Trash ► Bulk Trash       

Yard Waste Yard Waste       
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as the point man for interactions with 
WSSC.  

CM Dennison said that she attended the 
Boys & Girls Club Harvest Fest fund-
raiser, which was very well attended. She 
also announced upcoming events and 
noted that a lunar eclipse, or 'blood 
moon,' will occur on October 8. CM Ras-
mussen reported that he attended the 
last Green Team meeting to discuss the 
Urban Forest initiative and to think about 
how to ensure the health of the Town's 
trees on both public and private property. 
He also raised the issue of re-
establishing a shade tree board, which is 
provided for in Ordinance 122, and the 
role the Green Team might play in man-
aging it. CM Rasmussen also attended 
the Community Garden dedication and 
yesterday's composting workshop, and 
completed an inspection to renew the 
rental license for his Osage Street prop-
erty. The Code Department hired a new 
part-time code officer, Keelah Allen-
Smith, to assist with rental inspections 
mostly after hours and on the weekend. 
Code Supervisor Simpson will attend the 
next worksession to give a status report 
after his first 3 months in office. Code 
has made an inventory of frequent prob-
lems found during rental inspections in-
cluding: inoperable windows, missing 
outlets, chipping paint and incomplete 
paperwork, among others. Code is also 
running a little behind in license fees and 
code fines revenue collection. 

MPT Kulpa-Eddy reported that she and 
CM Schreiber attended a General Ser-
vices Administration (GSA) open house 
at which the environmental impacts of 
relocating the FBI headquarters to 
Greenbelt Station were presented. She 
also attended a listening session with 
County Executive Baker and his team at 
the Northwestern High School, where 
citizens voiced concerns about crime, 
code issues and printers in schools. CM 
Schreiber commended Bruce Hockman 
for being selected Public Works em-
ployee of the month. 

Citizen comments: There were none. 

BHHC appointments: Mayor Calvo ex-
plained that the Historical Committee 
asked the Council to appoint Jeffrey 
Baldwin-Bott and Kerstin Harper as vot-
ing members, while removing Maddie 
Allen. Mr. Baldwin-Bott will be a new 
member while Ms. Harper has been a 
staff liaison, but would now become a 
voting member to make it easier for the 
Committee to meet a quorum. CM Denni-
son moved and MPT Kulpa-Eddy sec-
onded to appoint them as full voting 
members. 

In response to CM Rasmussen, Mayor 
Calvo explained that the Historical Com-
mittee's legislative authority is advisory. 
It is one of the Town's Committee's that 
came into being with adoption of a reso-
lution by the Council. With no further 
comments, the members were ap-
pointed. 

2. Public Works 

Staff utilization: Mayor Calvo wel-
comed Public Works Director Lockley to 
discuss a range of issues affecting Pub-
lic Works. Director Lockley began with 
an explanation of how he uses his 6 full-
time and 2 permanent part-time employ-
ees to accomplish a normal week's 
workload. With all employees present, 
he has 296 man hours available to com-
plete a week's refuse collection routine, 
excluding himself. Mondays and Tues-
days he needs 2 crews consisting of 1 
driver and 2 laborers, each, to collect 
both household trash and yard waste on 
the north and south side of the Town. 
Wednesdays he needs a crew of 1 driver 
and 3 laborers to collect recyclables for 
the entire Town. This is an all day event 
that frequently cannot be completed in 
time to get to the recycling station before 
the afternoon deadline of 3:30 pm. The 
loads are dumped the following morning. 
On Thursdays and Fridays, the house-
hold trash is usually less, but 1 crew is 
needed to collect refuse and bulk trash, 
and another crew of 1 driver and 1 la-
borer to collect metals separately. Driv-
ing refuse to the landfill takes a crew of 1 
driver and 1 laborer. Other tasks, such 
as maintenance of grounds, buildings 
and vehicles is carried out on an as 
needed basis and when there is time, 
mostly on Thursday and Friday after-
noons.  

CM Rasmussen asked if the switch to 
using a truck with an automated lift has 
been explored. It might speed up collec-
tion and reduce labor costs due to fewer 
work-related injuries and lost productiv-
ity. Director Lockley and TA Murphy said 
that the Council and Public Works Direc-
tor have explored this option. The main 
problem with using an automated truck 
is parked cars, preventing the truck from 
reaching trash cans set out at the curb. 
Dumping of trash cans is not faster if the 
cans have to be carried from the curb 
around cars to the truck and back. If a 
can is too heavy, usually due to rain 
water collecting in it, two men will lift it. 

Refuse collection reorganization: 
Mayor Calvo said that CM Schreiber has 
raised the issue of switching to once-a-
week trash collection, which many mu-
nicipalities have implemented in recent 

W 
orksession 

October 6, 2014 

 

The meeting was called to 
order at 7:00 p.m. Present were Mayor 
Cheye Calvo, Mayor Pro Tem (MPT) 
Jodie Kulpa-Eddy and Councilmembers 
(CMs) Patricia Dennison, Chris Rasmus-
sen and Anthony Schreiber. Also pre-
sent was Town Administrator (TA) Ed-
ward Murphy, Director of Public Works 
Adrian Lockley, and Clerk Kerstin 
Harper. 

1. Mayor 

Agenda: A request of Berwyn Heights 
Elementary School to use the Town 
Center for an employee's going-away 
party was added. 

Announcements: The new Town Ad-
ministrator, Jessica Cowles, will officially 
start to work next Monday, October 13. 
TA Murphy will continue to work as a 
consultant until the end of October. A 
retirement party for Mr. Murphy will be 
held on October 23. The TA transition 
will be discussed in tonight's executive 
session. CM Dennison's mother recently 
celebrated her 89th birthday. 

Calendar: The school board member 
elected to represent Berwyn Heights on 
November 4 is to be invited to the No-
vember 20 Berwyn Heights legislative 
dinner. The University of Maryland Inn & 
Conference Center will be considered as 
a location. The January 5, 2015 work-
session was moved to January 12, and 
the second worksession to January 26. 

Minutes: On a motion by CM Dennison 
and second by MPT Kulpa-Eddy, the 
September 2 worksession minutes were 
adopted 5 to 0. The September 10 Town 
meeting minutes were distributed. 

Department Reports: Mayor Calvo re-
ported that he met with Jessica Cowles 
before he left on vacation. She was look-
ing forward to getting started in the Town 
Administrator position. He also had a 
meeting with WSSC representatives in 
which they agreed to improve communi-
cations with Berwyn Heights about up-
coming projects that involve street open-
ings. The possibility of drafting a stan-
dard memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) when undertaking road construc-
tion in a municipality is under considera-
tion. A follow up meeting will take place 
tomorrow to discuss the Indian Creek 
water main replacement project sched-
uled to start in summer 2015. It will af-
fect a large number of streets in Town, 
including recently paved ones. Public 
Works Director Lockley was designated 
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years. Several years ago, he advocated 
for once-a-week collection but eventually 
gave up on the idea. He realized that the 
current trash trucks are not big enough to 
fit the Town's weekly trash volume with 
once a week collection. Since then he 
has begun to talk with Director Lockley 
about consolidating the 2nd trash pickup 
on Thursdays. 

Director Lockley said the transition to 3 
day pickup is not a problem from the 
Public Works Department's perspective. 
The main issue is that residents on the 
south side of the Town would have to get 
used to a new pickup date. However, 
before the consolidation is carried out, 
bulk refuse collection needs to be 
switched to Mondays and Tuesdays. To 
a large extent, this is already taking 
place as residents cleanup and de-clutter 
their homes on weekends and put un-
wanted bulk trash out on the next avail-
able trash day. Approximately 75% of 
bulk trash is already picked up Mondays 
and Tuesdays. This actually works better 
for the Public Works department, be-
cause it will free up time on Fridays for 
other tasks. However, completion of the 
transition to 3 day pickup is contingent 
on the purchase of a second 27 cubic 
foot trash truck, which is scheduled for 
FY 2016. To have the truck delivered by 
July 1, 2015, it needs to be ordered at 
least 4 months prior.  

To summarize, Director Lockley said he 
is planning to switch bulk refuse collec-
tion to Monday and Tuesday in January 
2015, place an order for the new trash 
truck by February 2015, and consolidate 
the second trash pickup on Thursdays 
after taking delivery of the truck in July 
2015. 

At 8:10 p.m., the Council took a 5 minute 
break. 

CM Rasmussen asked if the volume of 
household trash could be further reduced 
by incentivizing more recycling. Director 
Lockley said, after the Town switched to 
in-house recycling and initiated a recy-
cling publicity campaign, trash disposal 
initially went down as recycling went up. 
Lately, however, recycling has increased 
only marginally, while trash disposal has 
remained constant. Mayor Calvo thought 
that this may be due to an increase in 
families with young children in Town, 
which generally produce more trash.  

CM Rasmussen also asked if the Council 
has thought about charging fees for ex-
ceeding normal trash amounts to change 
incentives. Mayor Calvo said the Council 
has discussed it. In Berwyn Heights a 
small percentage of residents are proba-
bly responsible for throwing out half of all 

trash. The Town has tried to address this 
problem by citing egregious violators, 
who improperly dispose of their trash, 
not separating their recyclables, or com-
mitting other trash violations. The Coun-
cil also discussed charging a fee for put-
ting out more than one trash can, but 
chose not to go that route for now. 

Mayor Calvo asked Director Lockley if he 
has a backup plan if Monday's trash vol-
ume becomes too large to be picked up 
with one truck on a regular basis. Direc-
tor Lockley said that this happens only 
occasionally. He then sends a second 
truck to the landfill. Another option is to 
ask residents not to set out more than 2 
trash cans on Mondays and reserve left-
over trash for Thursday pickups. The 
Council discussed several other options: 
1) move the dividing line between north 
and south side a block to the north, to 
even out the number of homes that need 
to be serviced for each side; 2) plan on 
using two trucks on Monday, but hold 
them until the next morning to drive to 
the landfill. In the morning, this might be 
accomplished with just the driver be-
cause there would be no lines at the 
landfill that require an assistant; and 3) 
divide the Town into thirds and collect 
trash only once a week. The Council 
deemed Option 1 to be the least disrup-
tive and easiest to implement backup 
plan if Monday pickup becomes too 
much to handle. It was agreed to switch 
to 3 day trash collection in accordance 
with the plan outlined by Director Lock-
ley. Residents need to be educated 
about the planned changes as soon as 
possible. 

Recycling guidelines: Director Lockley 
explained that Waste Management 
(WM), the operator of the Prince 
George's recycling facility, has imple-
mented more stringent quality control 
measures for recyclables. Any portion of 
a truck load of recyclable materials 
deemed to be unacceptable by WM in-
spectors does not qualify for payment. 
This includes all items currently on the 
list of non-recyclables, such as Styro-
foam, ropes, hoses, chains, or contain-
ers with food residue. In addition, any-
thing in opaque plastic bags will not be 
counted as recyclable because WM in-
spectors cannot see what is inside. Last 
time, Berwyn Heights disposed of its 
recyclables, 30% of the load was not 
counted as recyclable and excluded from 
payment. 

Mayor Calvo said this is not necessarily 
bad. If the stricter enforcement increases 
purity of the recycled material, payment 
for recyclables should theoretically go 

up. For the Town it means launching 
another publicity campaign to educate 
residents. TA Murphy said that the 
Town's recycling flyer will have to be 
redone, then mailed to residents, proba-
bly more than once, to be followed by 
citations for non-compliance. CM Ras-
mussen suggested that someone go 
door-to-door to talk to residents about 
what goes into their recycling bins. Pos-
sibly the Green Team could be consulted 
to come up with a plan. The Council 
agreed for staff to develop an educa-
tional plan and to begin publicizing the 
changes as soon as possible. 

Road repair update: Director Lockley 
reported that a new contractor completed 
the patching of potholes last week. This 
year, the repairs were made with hot 
patch, as last year's cold patch repairs 
did not hold up well. The contractor he is 
using will also do an inspection of Town 
streets to evaluate their overall condition. 
The inspection will become the basis for 
developing/ updating a priority list of 
streets that need to be repaved. 

Mayor Calvo said that he wants to under-
stand what a large-scale road repair pro-
ject would cost to get all Town roads into 
good condition. Such a project could 
possibly be undertaken in conjunction 
with the upcoming WSSC water main 
replacement. Utilizing WSSC contractors 
might save the Town a considerable 
amount of money. A big project would 
have to be bonded, but could be more 
economical than doing many small-scale 
projects. It needs to be determined if the 
savings from doing a large-scale project 
are greater than the interest on a bond. 
The value of repaved streets in improv-
ing curb appeal would become more 
significant if the FBI headquarters relo-
cates to Greenbelt Station, and more 
people are looking for housing in the 
nearby communities.  

TA Murphy said he asked WSSC to 
come in and give a presentation about 
their project, which is going to affect 
mostly the western half of the Town. This 
should give the Town a time frame for its 
road improvement program. TA Murphy 
also noted that WSSC will have to cut 
down and prune trees in connection with 
this project. They have obtained a permit 
from the Department of Natural Re-
sources for the tree work, and submitted 
a detailed by-address plan to the Town. 
The marked trees are both in the Town 
right-of-way and on private property. 
Mayor Calvo commented that it would be 
nice to have a map with the trees, and 
some explanation of why pruning or re-
moval is necessary. CM Rasmussen 
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noted the document states that all tree 
removals require the consent of the Town 
of Berwyn Heights.  

Bus stop pads and benches: TA Mur-
phy said that the FY 2015 budget con-
tains $5,000 for bus stop pads and 
benches to be installed as part of the 
priority 1 sidewalks project. He has de-
veloped a list of 10 bus stop locations 
based on usage by riders for contractors 
to use in preparing their bids. The Coun-
cil is requested to review the list and re-
vise it if needed. Due to the lateness of 
the hour, it was agreed that Councilmem-
bers review the list at home and make a 
decision at the next worksession. 

Administration 

Sidewalks bids: TA Murphy said the 
bidding for the priority 1 sidewalks project 
was advertised in the Washington Post 
and in a web-based trade publication, 
Construction Journal, in conformance 
with the Town Charter. Four bids were 
received. The lowest bid was by E&R 
Services of Lanham, which came in 
$120,000 below budget at $421,000, 
then NZI Construction of Beltsville at 
$433,200, then GT Contracting Corpora-
tion at $544,700 and Olney Masonry Cor-
poration at $556,300. The Council is re-
quested to award the winning bid at the 
October 8 Town meeting. 

Mayor Calvo said he is surprised that 
there is no bid tabulation sheet with a 
breakdown of costs for the different as-
pects of the project. He would like to 
know in more detail why the bids differ. 
Apart from price, there may be other fac-
tors he would base award of the contract 
on, such as flexibility to make changes to 
the project. After checking his email, TA 
Murphy was able to provide a bid analy-
sis by C.P. Johnson Engineers, including 
a bid tabulation sheet comparing unit 
prices for 67 components of the project. 
CM Schreiber said he is comfortable with 
making a selection with the engineers 
having reviewed the bids and given as-
surances that all bids are provided by 
reputable contractors. With the engi-
neer's analysis in hand, the Council was 
asked to review the bid sheets and check 
with TA Murphy if they have questions. 
The award of the bid will be on the 
agenda for the next Town meeting. 

Budget amendment: TA Murphy said 
that the FY 2015 budget amendments 
are not yet finished. He had to add the 
State of Maryland's $80,000 contribution 
for the emergency generators, the 
Town's $20,000 share of the bike way 
grant, and salary adjustments. He will 
have draft ready to send out to the Coun-
cil tomorrow so that it can review the 

amendments prior to adoption at the 
October 8 Town meeting. 

Merit pay: Mayor Calvo said that TA 
Murphy prepared 4 different options to 
award cost of living increases (COLAs) 
and merit increases for staff to become 
effective with the first payroll in Novem-
ber. The options are based on 26 em-
ployees who were evaluated. This year, 
employee ratings have been higher 
across the board than in previous years, 
with ratings ranging between 3.55 and 
4.5 on a scale of 1 to 5. Thus 2 sets of 
options were prepared with higher cutoff 
points for merit pay: a 3.8 cutoff that 
would result in 13 employees receiving 
merit pay and 13 not receiving merit pay; 
and a 4.0 cutoff that would result in 9 
employees receiving merit pay and 17 
not. All employees will receive COLAs 
regardless of rating. 

For both cutoff scenarios, there are two 
different rate increases: 1) a 2% in-
crease for employees that qualify for 
merit pay and a 1% increase for employ-
ees who qualify only for a COLA; and 2) 
a 2.5% increase for employees that qual-
ify for merit pay and 1.5% increase for 
employees that only qualify for a COLA.  

Mayor Calvo, CM Rasmussen and CM 
Schreiber preferred Option 4, which pro-
vides for a 2.5% / 1.5% increase with a 
3.8 cutoff point; MPT Kulpa-Eddy and 
CM Dennison preferred Option 2 with a 
2.5% / 1.5% increase with a 4.0 cutoff 
point. CM Schreiber moved to adopt 
Option 4. CM Rasmussen seconded. 
The motion passed 3 to 2, with MPT 
Kulpa-Eddy and CM Dennison opposed. 

Clean Lot Ordinance: Consideration of 
revisions to the Clean Lot Ordinance 
was postponed. TA Murphy said that he 
polled 16 Prince George's County mu-
nicipalities regarding inoperable vehi-
cles. Only two municipalities allow cars 
without valid tags to be stored on private 
property. 

Town Center rental fee exception: 
Mayor Calvo said that Berwyn Heights 
Elementary School staff will hold a going
-away party for longtime secretary Al-
mura Geter and asked if the rental fee 
could be waived. CM Schreiber moved 
to waive the fee. CM Dennison sec-
onded. The motion passed 5 to 0. 

FBI headquarters letter of support: 
MPT Kulpa-Eddy provided a draft letter 
supporting the relocation of the FBI 
headquarters to Greenbelt Station in the 
context of a GSA environmental impact 
scoping project. Comments are due on 
October 23. Councilmembers agreed to 
review the letter and discuss it at the 

next worksession.  

7. Executive Session (10:20 p.m. - 

10:44 p.m.) 

On a motion by CM Schreiber and sec-
ond by CM Dennison, the Council went 
into executive session to discuss the on-
boarding of the new town administrator. 
With the matter discussed, CM Schreiber 
moved and CM Dennison seconded to 
end the executive session. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:44 
p.m. 

 

Kerstin Harper, Town Clerk 

 

T 
own Meeting 

October 8, 2014 

 

 The meeting was called 
to order at 8:00 p.m. Present were Mayor 
Calvo, Mayor Pro Tem (MPT) Kulpa-
Eddy, CMs Dennison, Rasmussen and 
Schreiber. Also present were Town Ad-
ministrator (TA) Murphy, Chief of Police 
Antolik, Treasurer Lape, Clerk Harper, 
and Garth Beall of Renard Development 
Corporation. 

Mayor Calvo led the Pledge of Alle-
giance. 

1. Presentation 

Mayor Calvo welcomed Garth Beall, 
Manager of Renard Development Corpo-
ration, the developer of the Greenbelt 
Station north core. He came to give an 
update on the FBI headquarters reloca-
tion process. Mr. Beall said, since his last 
presentation before the Town Council, 
Renard Development Corporation sub-
mitted a proposal for the future FBI head-
quarters at Greenbelt Station in response 
to a solicitation of expressions of interest 
by the General Services Administration 
(GSA), which manages the FBI site se-
lection process. The proposed plans try 
to satisfy 3 objectives: 1) accommodate 
the new FBI headquarters to be built on 
the current Metro parking lot; 2) move 
Metro parking to a new parking garage 
closer to the Metro tracks; and 3) create 
a mixed-use development next to the 
Metro station, while providing access to 
the buses and kiss-and-ride.  

Based on subsequent discussions with 
GSA, the site plan that best met the 
above objectives (Plan B) was selected. 
It moves the outer loop on-ramp of the 
Beltway interchange further north and 
adds an additional 2 1/2 acres to the 
GSA/ FBI parcel. The State Highway 
Administration (SHA) is already working 
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on a new design for the on-ramp. Fur-
ther, Plan B calls for a mixed-use devel-
opment that has 800 residential units, a 
300-room hotel, between 350,000 - 
400,000 square feet of office space, and 
as much retail as can fit. The mixed-use 
development will be 8 stories high and 
accommodate bus stops and kiss-and-
ride facilities. The FBI headquarters will 
be 13 stories high, and include parking 
for 3,750 cars. 

Mr. Beall continued that the GSA is cur-
rently in the process of studying the envi-
ronmental impact of relocating the FBI 
headquarters to the three locations in the 
running: Greenbelt Station, Landover 
Mall and Springfield, VA. As required by 
federal law, the impacts studied include 
traffic, noise, as well socio-economic, 
and cultural resources. This will be fol-
lowed by issuance of Requests for Quali-
fication (RFQ) of bidding teams, which 
will take place this winter; the completion 
of a draft Environmental Impact Study 
(EIS) in spring 2015; the issuance of a 
Request for Proposals (RFP) in summer 
2015; negotiation of responses to the 
RFPs in fall 2015; and the award of the 
contract in spring 2016. 

Mr. Beall said he is confident that the 
contract will be awarded to Greenbelt 
Station. To get ready, the developer is 
working on obtaining bonds and permits, 
and finalizing the plans for the Metro 
parking garage. The garage has to be 
built first to be able to clear the surface 
parking lot, where a future FBI head-
quarters will be built. Construction is 
expected to take 16 to 18 months. If the 
project schedule stays on track, the pro-
ject should be completed in spring 2020. 

Renard Development has partnered with 
Related Management of New York and 
Elcor Development to build the $1.2 bil-
lion FBI headquarters. The concept plan 
calls for a complex of 5 buildings, includ-
ing 2 parking garages that incorporate 
many green features, such as solar pan-
eling on the parking garage, green roofs 
and state-of-the-art storm water man-
agement facilities. Additionally, the de-
velopment will leave intact the current 
Indian Creek flood plain and nearby wet-
lands, as well as undertake stream res-
toration work on Narragansett Run. 

Mayor Calvo asked how GSA makes the 
decision to award the contract. Mr. Beall 
replied that the first consideration is cost, 
but environmental impacts, access by 
road and by rail are also very important 
criteria. He thinks Greenbelt Station is 
the best suited and the most ready of the 
3 proposed sites. Here, the FBI head-
quarters would be located within an easy 

walk from the Metro station at 275 yards. 
The other sites will require a shuttle ser-
vice. Also, Greenbelt Station already has 
an approved concept and preliminary site 
plan, and is on a fast track for approval 
of the detailed site plan. The other 2 sites 
have not yet started the design and ap-
proval process. 

Mayor Calvo asked what Berwyn Heights 
and other neighboring municipalities can 
do to bring the FBI to Greenbelt Station. 
Mr. Beall said that a letter of support in 
the current scoping process would be 
most effective. A video by the Four Cities 
Coalition, highlighting the attractions and 
benefits of these communities, is also 
welcome. MPT Kulpa-Eddy said that a 
letter of support by the Town has been 
prepared and is ready to go out by the 
deadline. Mayor Calvo concluded that 
Berwyn Heights is excited about the 
prospect of bringing the FBI here and is 
willing to help in any way possible. He 
thanked Mr. Beall for the presentation. 

2. Minutes 

Clerk Harper read a summary of the 
September 10 Town meeting minutes. 
On a motion by CM Dennison and sec-
ond by MPT Kulpa-Eddy, the minutes 
were approved 5 to 0. 

3. Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer Lape gave the Treasurer's 
report for the month of September. 

4. Mayor’s Report 

Mayor Calvo reported that a new Town 
Administrator, Jessica Cowles, has been 
hired and will start this coming Monday. 
She previously worked for the City of 
Annapolis as a legislative and policy ana-
lyst and this will be her first position as a 
town administrator. She emerged as the 
top candidate from a long and intensive 
search process that included interviews 
by the Council, the directors, as well as 
staff and citizen panels. Ms. Cowles im-
pressed the Council with her creativity 
and energy that will be important in mov-
ing the Town forward. Credit also goes to 
TA Murphy who laid the groundwork dur-
ing his long tenure for hiring Ms. Cowles. 
The Council is grateful for all his help 
with hiring the new town administrator 
and for agreeing to stay on to facilitate 
the transition. 

Mayor Calvo continued that tonight the 
Council will bring to completion another 
long-term project. After 3 years of plan-
ning, the contract for building the priority 
1 sidewalks project will be awarded later 
tonight. The Town received 4 bids, with 
the lowest one coming in significantly 
under budget at $421,000. The project 
will also improve bus stops around Town 

with pads and benches. The work of 
former Councilmembers Wilkinson and 
Almoguera to expand the network of 
sidewalks should be remembered to-
night.  

At the last worksession, Public Works 
Director Lockley was present to discuss 
upcoming changes to the weekly trash 
collection, among other things. The 
Council agreed to move the Friday trash 
pickup to Thursday, servicing both north 
and south side homes on one day. This 
frees Public Works staff up to do other 
jobs on Fridays and is expected to yield 
big efficiencies and boost morale. The 
change will be implemented over the 
next 9 months as it requires the pur-
chase of a larger trash truck and moving 
bulk trash collection to Mondays and 
Tuesdays. 

Road repair plans was another topic 
discussed at the last worksession. 
WSSC will undertake a major water main 
replacement project next year that will 
result in digging trenches on many of the 
Town's streets. Apart from the disruption, 
this will afford the opportunity for the 
Town to piggyback onto WSSC's con-
tract for resurfacing these streets, and 
realize substantial savings. Mayor Calvo, 
CM Schreiber, Director Lockley and TA 
Murphy met with WSSC representatives 
yesterday to discuss the project and how 
WSSC and the Town can become better 
partners in improving the Town's infra-
structure under and above ground.  

Mayor Calvo further reported that the 
Council recently awarded Cost of Living 
Adjustments (COLAs) and merit in-
creases to 26 employees, effective No-
vember 1. All employees will receive a 
1.5% COLA, and about half of the em-
ployees will receive an additional 1% in 
merit increases. Lastly, Berwyn Heights 
was awarded its Sustainable Maryland 
certification in September. This repre-
sents the culmination of a two-year ef-
fort, primarily by the Green Team, to sign 
up for the program and implement the 
projects needed to earn the certification. 
Credit also goes to the Public Works 
Department, which helped the Green 
Team throughout the process, particu-
larly with setting up the community gar-
den that was recently dedicated. 

5. Department Reports 

Administration: MPT Kulpa-Eddy re-
ported that she attended a listening ses-
sion of the County Executive and his 
team last week. This is a great opportu-
nity for residents to bring up any con-
cerns about any County services directly 
with the executive team. Two more lis-
tening sessions will be held on October 9 
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Historical Committee: CM Dennison 
announced that the Historical Committee 
will host a Veteran's Day event on No-
vember 9. 

Neighborhood Watch/Emergency Pre-
paredness: MPT Kulpa-Eddy reported 
that the NW/EP participated in Green-
belt's emergency preparedness day on 
September 28. They brought their emer-
gency trailer to help educate people 
about emergency readiness. Committee 
members will also be out this weekend to 
help with the 80th anniversary celebra-
tion of the Town of Edmonston. On Hal-
loween, NW/EP will assist the police 
patrolling the Town to ensure the safety 
of trick-or-treaters.  Lastly, residents 
were encouraged to respond to the NW/
EP survey published in the October Bul-
letin to gauge what residents know about 
emergency preparedness. The survey 
continues to be available online through 
D e c e m b e r  a t  h t t p s : / /
www.surveymonkey.com/2SYBFVS. 

Recreation Council: Reported under 
Department Reports. 

7. Unfinished Business 

Ordinance 167-A - 2nd Reading and 
Adoption of FY 2015 Budget Amend-
ments: Clerk Harper read a summary of 
the Ordinance. CM Dennison moved to 
adopt it. CM Rasmussen seconded. 
Mayor Calvo explained that the Council 
usually adopts budget amendments in 
June at the end of a fiscal year to recon-
cile the budget. However, there were a 
number of developments that warrant an 
amendment at this time. The main driver 
were the salary adjustments that had to 
be made with the hiring of new TA 
Cowles while keeping TA Murphy on as 
a consultant to facilitate the transition. 
There were also several grants that re-
quire changes to the budget. This in-
cludes the Safe Routes to School grant, 
for which the Town will be reimbursed 
after it has spent the money for con-
structing the 63rd Avenue sidewalk; an 
$80,000 grant from the State to install 
emergency generators the Town has to 
match; and a $20,000 bike-way grant 
from the Maryland Heritage Area Author-
ity (MHAA) that also requires a Town 
match. In addition, the amendments ap-
propriate additional funds to purchase a 
Code tracking system. 

CM Rasmussen clarified that a final deci-
sion on the purchase of the electronic 
code tracking system has not yet been 
made. The budget number is based on 
the research Code Supervisor Simpson 
has done comparing several systems. 
MPT Kulpa-Eddy asked whether the 
amendment appropriates money for the 

at Oxon Hill High School and on October 
16 at Flowers High School. Further, on 
October 18, a pro-bono legal services 
workshop will be held at the Greenbelt 
Library where residents can get help 
with mortgage foreclosures and loan 
modification problems.  

In Town news, the Council received the 
priority 1 sidewalks bids and will award 
the contract later tonight. Mr. Murphy is 
still working on settling issues with the 
State Highway Administration (SHA) to 
get the sidewalks on the 8900 block of 
63rd Avenue started, and with Prince 
George's County to finish the emergency 
generators project. Lastly, MPT Kulpa-
Eddy said she is looking forward to the 
Council's first worksession with the new 
Town Administrator in place. 

Code Compliance: CM Rasmussen 
reported that the Code Department has 
hired a new part-time officer, Keelah 
Allen-Smith, to help with rental inspec-
tions. Ms. Allen-Smith is a full-time code 
officer for the City of College Park and 
brings a lot of experience to the job. Fall 
is a time when rental inspections spike 
because there is a lot of turnover in 
rental apartments, with students moving 
in for the new school year. The Code 
Department has seen an increase of 
failed inspections as it takes a closer 
look at deficiencies that pose a health 
and safety risk. 

CM Rasmussen reminded residents that 
the Town requires a building permit 
whenever a County building permit is 
required. This includes major home im-
provement projects, as well as construc-
tion of additions, outbuildings and 
fences. Further, the Council has begun 
to review the Clean Lot Ordinance, and 
the accompanying Commercial Clean 
Lot Ordinance, to update regulations on 
the storage of inoperable vehicles and to 
tighten the process for fining repeat of-
fenders and for abatement of vacant 
properties. Lastly, CM Rasmussen of-
fered a definition for "phragmite," a tall, 
perennial reed that alters the ecological 
balance of wetlands, which had been 
mentioned in Mr. Beall's presentation on 
the Greenbelt Station development. 

Parks and Recreation, Education and 
Civic Affairs: CM Dennison thanked 
retiring TA Murphy for all his help to her 
department over the years. She then 
reported that the Boys & Girls Club har-
vest fest was a big success. Many beau-
tiful mums and pumpkins were sold for 
the benefit of the club. Upcoming events 
include Trunk or Treat on October 25, 
Halloween on October 31, Veterans Day 
on November 9 and the Holiday Tree 

Lighting on December 6. CM Dennison 
reminded residents that November 4 is 
Election Day, and voting occurs at the 
BHES cafeteria. Further, free flu shots 
are available on October 28 at the 
Springhill Lake community center. 

Public Health and Safety: Chief Antolik 
gave the police activities report for Sep-
tember. There were 9 Part I offenses, 
which is in line with the 5 year average 
of 9.6. The year to date total is 53, which 
is above last year's total of 43, but still 
lower than the 5 year average of 62.2. 
The police also issued 151 State and 
Town citations and 101 speed camera 
citations. There was 1 arrest of an intoxi-
cated Latino male for assaulting his girl-
friend. In another assault the victim de-
clined to press charges. There were also 
3 thefts, including a motorcycle, which 
has since been recovered. Chief Antolik 
concluded with safety tips for trick-or-
treating on Halloween. 

Referring to the citation data in the 
monthly report, Mayor Calvo asked why 
there was a large drop-off of citations 
issued in September. Chief Antolik re-
plied that it reflects the resignation of 
one officer, officers taking vacation, and 
officers being stationed at the school 
when students were returning from sum-
mer vacations. 

Public Works: CM Schreiber reported 
that the Public Works staff completed 
the repair of 64 pot holes, using a new 
contractor, and that Bruce Hockman was 
selected as employee of the month. He 
reminded residents that filled trash cans 
should not exceed the 50 lbs limit. 
Heavy trash cans are more difficult for 
the pickup crew to handle. Further, resi-
dents are encouraged to recycle more 
as the Town gets paid for recyclables, 
whereas it has to pay for depositing 
trash at the landfill. This will also help 
the Town transition to a new trash col-
lection schedule where both the north 
and south side will be picked up on 
Thursdays for the second weekly collec-
tion. 

6. Committee Reports 

Green Team: Mayor Calvo reported that 
the Green Team held a well-attended 
composting workshop this weekend, 
which is part of an effort to educate resi-
dents about options for reducing the 
trash they dispose. The Green Team 
also held initial discussions with CM 
Rasmussen about the role they might 
play in revising the Urban Forest Ordi-
nance and devise rules to better care for 
the Town's tree canopy. 
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replacement of the street sweeper. TA 
Murphy said it does as shown on page 2. 
With no further comments, the Council 
voted 5 to 0 to approve the budget 
amendment. 

8. New Business 

Resolution 11-2014 - Award of Side-
walk Construction Bid: Clerk Harper 
read the Resolution. Mayor Calvo ex-
plained that the Council had the chance 
to review the sidewalk bids at the Octo-
ber 6 worksession and get some ques-
tions answered. The bid award is the cap 
stone of a long process that officially 
started with a public hearing on side-
walks on October 3, 2011. At the time, 
the first revenue from speed cameras 
had come in, and the sidewalks were one 
of the capital projects considered for us-
ing this money.  

Mayor Calvo continued that sidewalks 
were not built when most of the Town 
streets were first paved in the 1950s and 
1960s. Today there is new interest in a 
walkable community, as Berwyn Heights 
is again filled with families with young 
children. Sidewalks became a priority of 
the previous Town Council where two 
Councilmembers with young children 
were strong sidewalks proponents. Un-
fortunately, the design and permit ap-
proval process proved much more diffi-
cult and lengthy than anticipated and 
these Councilmembers have since re-
tired. Nonetheless, it is exciting to see 
this project realized after so much time 
and effort has been invested. 

Mayor Calvo said the Council appropri-
ated $540,000 for the sidewalks projects, 
using money from the speed camera 
reserve, Metroland compensation and 
the surplus. The lowest bid by E&R Ser-
vices at $421,000 is substantially below 
budget, which is very good news. He is 
looking forward to seeing the sidewalks 
constructed as early as the end of this 
year, and children being able to walk to 
school on them next year. 

MPT Kulpa-Eddy said she is sorry she 
cannot share the Council's enthusiasm. 
She is concerned that the sidewalks will 
bring a lot of changes to the Town, not all 
of them positive. There are several trees 
that will be cut down and more than that 
will be impacted by the construction. She 
is also concerned about the cost of the 
project and that there may be additional 
expenses that did not show up in the bid 
tabulation sheet. 

CM Dennison moved to adopt the Reso-
lution. CM Schreiber seconded. The mo-
tion passed 4 to 1, with MPT Kulpa-Eddy 
opposed. 

9. Citizens Discussion 

There was none. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:09 
p.m. 

Kerstin Harper, Town Clerk 

 

W 
orksession 

October 20, 2014 

 

The meeting was called to 
order at 7:00 p.m. Present were Mayor 
Cheye Calvo, Mayor Pro Tem (MPT) 
Jodie Kulpa-Eddy and Councilmembers 
(CMs) Patricia Dennison, Chris Rasmus-
sen and Anthony Schreiber. Also present 
was Town Administrator (TA) Jessica 
Cowles, retiring TA Edward Murphy, 
Code Compliance Supervisor Kevin 
Simpson, Director of Public Works 
Adrian Lockley, and Clerk Kerstin 
Harper. 

1. Mayor 

Announcements: New TA Jessica 
Cowles is officially taking the reins as 
town administrator tonight. Mr. Murphy 
will continue to work as a consultant until 
the end of October to close out a number 
of ongoing projects. The Code Compli-
ance agenda items will be held until he 
gets here. Early voting for the gubernato-
rial election begins on Thursday, October 
23. 

Calendar: Introduction of Clean Lot Or-
dinance amendments is planned for the 
November Town meeting; followed by 
the introduction of Urban Forest Ordi-
nance amendments at the January Town 
meeting. A review of Council Rules is 
also in the works. Sir Walter Raleigh's 
was approved as the location for the 
Town's November 20 legislative dinner. 

Minutes: On a motion by CM Dennison 
and second by MPT Kulpa-Eddy, the 
September 15 worksession minutes 
were adopted 4 to 0. 

Department Reports: Mayor Calvo re-
ported that he spent much of his last 
week at the Town office to help TA 
Cowles get oriented. This included a 
thorough review of the agenda process. 
Henceforth, a request for agenda items 
will go out on the Monday prior to a 
worksession, including two directors. 
Submission of agenda items will be 
Wednesday prior to a worksession, and 
requested items need to be accompa-
nied by background documentation. This 
will help TA Cowles and Mayor Calvo 
understand the content and context of 
the request when they approve the 
agenda. The purpose of this process is 

to keep items off the agenda that are not 
ready for consideration or do not require 
Council action. 

Mayor Calvo further reported that a letter 
went out last Friday to inform residents 
that sidewalk construction will start on 
October 27, beginning at Sports Park 
and moving north and east along the 
planned route. The letter will be posted 
on the website for reference. The letter 
contains contact information of the con-
tractor which residents can call with 
questions and to make arrangements to 
have private driveways resurfaced. All 
easement agreements with affected 
property owners have been finalized and 
signed.  

Mayor Calvo followed up with WSSC on 
the denied claims for sewage backups 
during the June 10 flash flood. Contrary 
to what was promised, WSSC did not 
copy the Town on the results of their 
investigations about the backups, nor did 
they give affected residents easy access 
to the findings. County Councilmember 
Olson and his Chief of Staff Danielle 
Glaros have been very helpful in getting 
WSSC to address the matter. MPT 
Kulpa-Eddy said that WSSC commis-
sioners invited public feedback at the 
meeting she recently attended. This may 
be another avenue to communicate the 
Town's concerns. Mayor Calvo agreed. 

In response to CM Schreiber, Mr. Mur-
phy explained that the sidewalk ease-
ment agreements give the Town the 
right in perpetuity to use a portion of 
someone's property for sidewalks, as 
well as permission to disturb additional 
ground on a property for the purpose of 
constructing the sidewalk. 

CM Dennison reported that the Berwyn 
Heights Elementary School walkathon 
raised $13,600, some which will be used 
for a museum field trip. Her department 
is funding a plaque to be posted at Pop's 
Park to acknowledge a grant from the 
Maryland Department of Natural Re-
sources Community Parks & Play-
grounds program to renovate the Park. 
TA Cowles added that the plaque will 
also acknowledge the Town Council's 
contribution. 

Citizen comments: CM Dennison re-
ceived a comment that the code tracking 
software the Town plans to purchase is 
too expensive. Mayor Calvo received a 
comment from the Boys & Girls Club that 
a group of men regularly gets together at 
Sports Park and leaves behind a large 
number of beer cans. There is frustration 
that the police so far have not been able 
to talk to them. 
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Four Cities agenda: Mayor Calvo said 
that there are already 3 presentations 
the hosting City of Greenbelt has placed 
on the agenda: 1) a briefing on the 
Pepco/ Exelon merger; 2) briefing on the 
Prince George's County zoning rewrite; 
and 3) an update on the FBI headquar-
ters relocation. MPT Kulpa-Eddy said 
that in connection with the FBI relocation 
the funding of a promotional video may 
be raised. Mayor Calvo said that the 
Town could make a $5,000 contribution 
from its PEG reserve. However, he 
would attach some conditions to the 
funds regarding the content of the video. 

CM Schreiber asked if the Town's contri-
bution to Four Cities projects is always 
one quarter or proportionally to its size. 
Mayor Calvo replied it depends: with 
respect to the street sweeper, Berwyn 
Heights pays 1/4 of the purchase price 
but a proportional amount for operational 
expenditures, i.e. the salary of the driver 
and maintenance costs. 

FBI EIS scoping letter: Mayor Calvo 
said that MPT Kulpa-Eddy has drafted 
the letter of support for relocating the FBI 
headquarters at Greenbelt Station, which 
the Council will be asked to approve 
later. The briefing the Council received 
from Garth Beall at the last Town meet-
ing has proved very helpful in under-
standing where the project stands.  

Mayor Calvo has learned more about the 
competing sites at meeting with Con-
gressman Hoyer's staff. The Springfield, 
VA site would provide the smallest par-
cel to build on and, like Greenbelt Sta-
tion, would be in walking distance of a 
Metro station, but further away than 
Greenbelt. In addition, Springfield resi-
dents are not enthusiastic about the 
prospect. The Landover location is only 
considered because the developer is 
politically well connected but it is not 
ideal in other respects. That location 
would require a shuttle to connect to the 
nearest Metro stop and is not likely to 
attract businesses and residents to be-
come the kind of transit-oriented devel-
opment envisioned. The only concern of 
Hoyer's staff was the reservations ex-
pressed by Greenbelt environmental 
groups, namely Citizens to Conserve 
and Restore Indian Creek (CCRIC). The 
City of Greenbelt has offered to meet 
with CCRIC to discuss their concerns. 

MPT Kulpa-Eddy said she drafted the 
letter to highlight the advantages the 
Greenbelt location offers, primarily its 
accessibility by Metro, by car and by 
bicycle. Other advantages include the 
absence of hazardous materials and 
better storm water management that 

comes standard with construction of new 
federal buildings. 

With no further comments or edits from 
the Council, MPT Kulpa-Eddy moved 
and CM Dennison seconded to approve 
the letter of support. The motion passed 
4 to 0. Mayor Calvo will sign the letter 
tonight so it can go out before the 
Wednesday deadline. 

3. Public Works (discussed out of 

order) 

Truck bids: Mayor Calvo welcomed 
Director of Public Works Lockley to dis-
cuss several Public Works-related items. 
Director Lockley explained that he has 
obtained estimates for 3 different pack-
ages of a Ford F-350 crew cab 1-ton 
dump truck to replace the current 1997 
model. The truck will be used in snow 
plowing operations and hauling of mulch, 
appliances and scrap metal. The pur-
chase piggybacks onto the State's bid, 
which obviates the requirement for 3 
bids. He recommends purchasing a die-
sel-powered, as opposed to a gas-
powered truck although it adds $7,000 to 
the price. The diesel motor's greater 
horse-power will enable this truck to 
plow snow and haul heavy loads. Other 
options specified include different mod-
els for a snow plow costing between 
$3,400 - $4,000 and a salt spreader 
costing between $3,500 - $3,600. The 
diesel truck with the recommended op-
tions would cost $53,200. 

In response to Council's questions, Di-
rector Lockley said he recommends pur-
chasing the Meyer snow plow, which 
comes with a control panel to manipulate 
plow angles and height and is already 
used with the Town's other snow plowing 
trucks. There are spare parts in storage 
for it. The drawback is a higher mainte-
nance cost than the alternate model 
specified. Also recommended is a 
Swenson V box salt spreader, as op-
posed to the more expensive Swenson 
stainless steel tailgate spreader. A tail-
gate spreader can accommodate a lar-
ger load of road salt and is easier to op-
erate. But it should be combined with a 
more expensive stainless steel dump 
body that can stand up to the corrosive 
road salt. While adding a cost of $4,000, 
a stainless body would extend the life of 
the truck by approximately 2 years, thus 
making it less expensive over the long 
term. 

Mayor Calvo said Director Lockley 
should not be constrained by a budgeted 
amount for a particular vehicle or piece 
of equipment but consider its long-term 
value to the Town when recommending 
a purchase. He asked that Director Lock-

ley provide the Council with an estimate 
for a diesel dump truck with a 4 x 4 
stainless steel dump body for the next 
worksession as the basis for a Council 
decision. The purchase will also entail a 
change in the vehicle replacement fund. 

CM Rasmussen, who arrived at 8:08 
p.m, asked why there is a preference for 
using road salt as opposed to sand, and 
whether using sand would obviate the 
need for a stainless steel body. Mayor 
Calvo said that salt is needed to melt the 
ice on the hills which are otherwise diffi-
cult to navigate. Director Lockley was 
asked to include sand spreading as op-
tion for the truck purchase. In response 
to CM Schreiber, Director Lockley said 
he recommends the diesel truck because 
it has more power and reduces fuel 
costs. 

WSSC water main replacement pro-
ject: Mayor Calvo explained that WSSC 
will undertake a water main replacement 
project next year that will require trench-
ing 1/5 of the Town streets. When done, 
they will resurface that side of the street 
on which the trench was dug. There is an 
opportunity for the Town to piggyback 
onto WSSC's milling and paving contract 
to resurface the affected streets in their 
entirety, and possibly additional streets, 
at a lesser cost than would otherwise be 
available. However, he does not know if 
the contractor would rebuild the sub-
base of same streets and replace curbs 
and gutters if it should prove necessary. 
It would drive up the overall cost. Direc-
tor Lockley said that the WSSC contrac-
tor would remove and replace the exist-
ing roadways and curbs where needed. 
Since the Town does not know the con-
dition of the sub-base the cost of reno-
vating these roads in their entirety would 
not be known until the streets are 
opened. Only the price for mill and over-
lay is certain. 

Mayor Calvo said there are a number of 
options on how to proceed relating to 
choice of contractor, scope of the project 
and whether to rebuild the road or only 
apply a temporary overlay. Before mak-
ing a decision on whether to piggyback 
onto the WSSC milling and paving con-
tract, he would like to have estimates of 
what it would cost for the Town go out to 
bid on its own and resurface all streets 
that need it. This should produce a unit 
price for road repairs that can serve as 
the baseline for evaluating the different 
options for repaving Town streets. He 
would consider bonding a large scale 
project if it brings down the unit price. 
The Town may need to hire an engineer-
ing firm to help with this. Director Lockley 
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and TA Cowles were asked to gather 
this information. 

At 8:45 p.m., the Council took a 10 min-
utes break. 

2. Code Compliance 

Code Supervisor 3-month update: 
Mayor Calvo welcomed Code Supervisor 
Simpson to give an update on his first 3 
months in office and discuss other cur-
rent issues. Mr. Simpson said that Code 
officer Hall went out on sick leave shortly 
after he came on board. As a result, he 
performed most of the rental inspections, 
but recently hired Keelah Allen Smith, 
who is a full-time code officer for the City 
of College Park, to assist him. She 
mostly does rental inspections in the 
evenings and on weekends. To date, 
120 rental inspections and re-
inspections on 85 properties have been 
completed. A number of inspections 
have dealt with ensuring that rental prop-
erties have a proper egress window in 
basement apartments in conformance 
with regulations the Council recently 
adopted. Further, he has spent time de-
veloping a staffing plan and new tem-
plates for code correspondence and is 
working with the Town Administrator 
reviewing the Clean Lot and Urban For-
est Ordinances the Council plans to 
amend. 

In response to questions about how he 
utilizes staff, Mr. Simpson said the staff-
ing plan is still a work in progress. His 
part-time staff works a combined 32 
hours per week, with 20 hours going 
toward rental inspections and 12 hours 
towards clean lot monitoring. He is set-
ting priorities for clean lot activities to 
make the best use of time, focusing on 
vacant properties, abatements and 
abandoned vehicles. He spends around 
65% of his time on administrative tasks 
and around 35% in the field doing in-
spections or patrols.  

Mr. Simpson continued that rental in-
spections have taken up much of his 
time because the Department is enforc-
ing standards that were not previously 
enforced. This requires considerable 
education and follow-up with rental 
home owners. He does not yet have a 
good sense whether this will lead to in-
creased efficiency in the rental licensing 
program once the new approach has 
been accepted by all. However, he be-
lieves that the rental licensing program 
requires a lot of paperwork, some of 
which may be unnecessary. For exam-
ple, rental owners must submit new ten-
ant rights and responsibilities forms 
every year, regardless of whether ten-
ants changed or not. A review of the 

ordinance and the rental licensing proc-
ess may be warranted to reduce this 
burden. Mayor Calvo suggested that the 
rental license application could be pre-
populated with the data on file and ask-
ing rental owners to make changes only 
where needed. 

Code tracking software: Mr. Simpson 
explained that he researched 3 vendors 
offering code enforcement software; 
summaries for each were provided to 
Council as part of the background docu-
mentation. All 3 systems are web-based 
and are compatible with mobile devices 
for use in the field. They enable a code 
officer on patrol to access the history of 
code violations for any given property on 
the spot and to update the file with new 
information and photos.  The software 
can generate forms and letters of notifi-
cation referencing specific ordinance 
sections; produce reports on code activi-
ties and performance; and provide for 
the filing of citizen complaints about 
code matters. Comcate and Citizen-
serve systems allow existing electronic 
data to be migrated without staff having 
to re-enter the data manually. All sys-
tems charge by module offered: in this 
case, code enforcement, rental licens-
ing, and urban tree maintenance. All 
systems provide secure off-site data 
storage, which take this responsibility 
out of the hands of a single person. 

Mr. Simpson recommended purchasing 
the Comcate system with which he is 
already familiar from his previous job. It 
is more user-friendly compared to the 
others and more flexible in customizing 
templates and editing data. Lastly, Com-
cate is the least costly in the long run 
with the lowest annual maintenance 
costs of $4,100. He was also able to 
negotiate a lesser installation quote by 
combining modules: the building permit 
module will be included in the rental 
licensing module; and the code enforce-
ment module will include urban tree 
maintenance and refuse collection viola-
tions in addition to clean lot violations. 

CM Rasmussen said that a resident has 
called in questioning whether the cost of 
implementing an electronic code track-
ing system is worth the cost. What are 
the advantages and efficiencies that will 
accrue from purchasing it? Mr. Simpson 
said that the Department will be better 
able to better service inquiries about the 
status of code cases by being able to 
instantly access the relevant data. It will 
also streamline the paperwork and work 
flow and make the Department more 
efficient. 

Mayor Calvo said that he is already con-

vinced this is worthwhile but Mr. Simpson 
and TA Cowles should work on providing 
a concrete cost/ benefit analysis to justify 
the annual cost of $4,100. This question 
needs to be answered at the latest when 
Code makes its FY 2016 budget request 
in February 2015. The benefits from us-
ing the system can take different forms. It 
could save staff time, approximately 
equal to 4 hours a week, or increase 
productivity elsewhere in code opera-
tions. CM Rasmussen said that there 
may not be enough data to draw firm 
conclusions about the efficiencies this 
technology will yield. Mayor Calvo asked 
for a motion to approve the purchase of 
the Comcate system, including tablets. 
CM Rasmussen so moved. MPT Kulpa-
Eddy seconded. The motion passed 5 to 
0. 

Condemned property update: Mr. Mur-
phy said that he spoke with the Assistant 
Director of the Department of Permits, 
Inspections & Enforcement (DPIE) about 
using the County process for demolishing 
condemned homes. DPIE is willing to 
perform the demolitions and can do it 
faster if the Town pays for it, possibly 
within 6 to 7 months. 

Clean Lot Ordinance revision: Mayor 
Calvo said at an earlier worksession the 
Council identified 7 items it wants to re-
vise in Ordinance 107 - Clean Lot. Mr. 
Murphy has produced a draft incorporat-
ing the proposed changes. TA Cowles 
has commented on the draft to make 
stylistic corrections but no changes in 
substance. 

Mr. Murphy explained that he made a 
number of changes in Section 4 - Defini-
tions: 

Section 4 (A) Clarifications were made to 
the definition of abandoned, inoperable 
vehicles; 

Section 4 (B) Definition was added for 
accessory structure, as defined in the 
International Residential Code, to include 
retaining walls, fences and other struc-
tures incidental to, and located on the 
same property as the main building. 

Section 4 (D) Definition for bamboo was 
added. 

Section 4 (F) Definition for invasive 
plants was added; 

Section 4 (K) Definition for repeat of-
fender was changed to mean any occu-
pant, lessee, owner or property manager 
who has been noticed for two or more 
violations of this ordinance in a rolling 12 
month period, rather than in a calendar 
year; 

Section 4 (P) Definition for vacant prop-
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erty was added to mean any property 
that is unoccupied for 15 consecutive 
days. Owners of vacant properties are 
also required to register with the Town 
Administrator and/ or Code Department 
and provide contact information. Mayor 
Calvo commented that the latter require-
ment should probably be in the Viola-
tions Section. 

Changes in the Section 5 - Violations 
include: 

Section 5 (B) A provision was added to 
require any property owner, manager, or 
occupant to prevent the spreading of 
bamboo or other invasive species to 
neighboring yards without a neighbors' 
approval. If such species spread to 
neighboring yards, the owner of the 
originating property is responsible for 
the removal at his expense. 

The Council still needs to decide if bam-
boo should be outlawed or allowed but 
owners held responsible for confining it 
to their yards under a grandfather 
clause. 

Section 5 (D) A process was added for 
the Town's Police Department to cause 
the removal of vehicles that have been 
declared abandoned, non-road worthy, 
or inoperable at owner's expense. 
Proper notification and assignment of 
case number of owner are essential. 

Section 5 (L)  A provision was added to 
require all accessory structures to be 
structurally sound and maintained in 
accordance with Prince George's 
County (PGC) Property Maintenance 
Code and Zoning Ordinance. This Sec-
tion further provides that, if an acces-
sory structure is not safe or maintained 
properly, owners can be required to 
repair it, or the Town can repair it at 
owner's expense. 

The Council still needs to decide 
whether to follow PGC code regarding 
fences in front yards, which may be in 
conflict with Town regulations.  

Section 5 (M) This provision, added at 
the suggestion of Code Supervisor 
Simpson, would require all homes to 
have an approved street number, plainly 
visible from the street fronting the prop-
erty. 

TA Murphy said the Council may also 
want to consider shortening the compli-
ance periods for repeat offenders. The 
normal compliance period in which a 
violation has to be corrected is 15 days. 
Mayor Calvo said that repeat violators 
must correct violations in 7 days, as 
provided in Section 8. However, he 
thinks there should be an immediate fine 
for egregious repeat offenders, who are 

"gaming the system" and waiting until the 
last possible moment to remedy a viola-
tion before a fine is imposed. Tracking 
this type of violation takes up a lot of 
time, and should be discouraged with an 
immediate fine. Such a provision would 
still have to be added to the proposed 
changes to the Ordinance. 

Further, compliance periods for remedy-
ing structural problems, such as unsafe 
retaining walls, need a different time 
frame. The Code Department will proba-
bly have to engage the owner and work 
out a plan to fix the problem. Vacant 
properties' time lines should also be re-
viewed. Owners of vacant properties are 
often banks that have foreclosed on a 
mortgage and are listing it for sale. Cur-
rently, they have 15 days to correct a 
violation, but they are often difficult to 
contact or unresponsive to notices of 
violation. Therefore, compliance periods 
for vacant properties should be short-
ened to perhaps 3 days, which is the 
period Prince George's County allows, so 
abatement may be performed as soon as 
possible. CM Rasmussen suggested that 
vacant property owners might be given to 
the opportunity to register their vacant 
properties to remain in good standing. 
Mr. Murphy said that most vacant proper-
ties are in a short-term transition from 
being foreclosed to being resold. Regis-
tration would likely be a rare occurrence. 

TA Cowles and Code Supervisor Simp-
son were asked to incorporate tonight's 
comments into an amended Ordinance 
that can be introduced in November. A 
review of the corresponding Commercial 
Clean Lot Ordinance was postponed. 

4. Administration 

Town Administrator update: TA 
Cowles gave an overview of her first 
week in office. She said she spent a lot of 
time in briefings with Mr. Murphy, study-
ing the FY 2015 budget, and learning the 
office systems. She also met with Code 
Supervisor Simpson, whose department 
she will supervise, and discussed the 
Clean Lot Ordinance revision, among 
other things. She arranged to meet with 
Director Lockley and his Public Works 
staff and plans to do the same in other 
departments so all Town staff can get to 
know her. She also plans to meet with 
Councilmembers individually to learn 
what their priorities are.  At a recent 
PGCMA meeting, she had already met 
several city managers and councilmem-
bers from nearby jurisdictions. Getting 
oriented is the first step in a fairly detailed 
on-boarding plan, leaving a lot more 
things to get done. It has been a very 
busy but exciting first week. 

Mayor Calvo said that he has spoken 
with TA Cowles a number of times and 
that she was formally introduced at full 
staff meeting last Monday. He further 
proposed that an open house be held 
sometime in November at which resi-
dents can meet Ms. Cowles. If a con-
venient date can be found, this might be 
advertised in a flyer to all Town resi-
dents. 

Sidewalk construction engineering 
services: Mr. Murphy said he is propos-
ing the Town engage C. P. Johnson to 
be the on-site inspector for the sidewalk 
construction. This would include a pre-
construction meeting to go over the 
plans and point out any items that might 
be overlooked. During sidewalk con-
struction C. P. Johnson will make fre-
quent inspections to ensure that con-
struction conforms to standards. They 
will also supervise the installation of the 
"Jellyfish" storm water runoff facility at 
the Public Works yard. The Town has 
guaranteed the proper installation and 
maintenance of the storm water filter by 
signing a Declaration of Covenants with 
Prince George's County, which will in-
spect it on a regular basis. Mr. Murphy 
said that he has assurances that the 
cost of this service will not exceed a 
total of $33,000, although it may mean 
that some aspects of the job will be 
omitted. 

CM Rasmussen expressed his concern 
about trees that would be removed for 
the sidewalk construction. He noticed 
many trees throughout the Town that 
have blue dots on them and appear to 
be marked for removal or pruning. 
Mayor Calvo said that the Council 
sought to minimize the trees that would 
be removed when it was planning the 
sidewalks. There are not many that will 
be felled, and most of those are not in 
good condition. Marked trees include 
those marked by WSSC for its upcom-
ing water main replacement project. The 
Council will still have an opportunity to 
review them.  

Mayor Calvo asked for a motion to ap-
prove the construction engineering ser-
vices contract. CM Schreiber so moved. 
CM Rasmussen seconded. The motion 
passed 4 to 1, with MPT Kulpa-Eddy 
opposed. 

Retirement party: MPT Kulpa-Eddy 
sought clarification as to whether the 
expense for Mr. Murphy's retirement 
party needed Council approval, and 
which line item it should be paid from. 
Mayor Calvo said the Council does not 
need to approve it and that it should be 
taken from the Administration Depart-
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ment's miscellaneous or non-
departmental appropriation. Additional 
funds can be appropriated in a budget 
amendment. 

Nothing was discussed under 5. Parks 

and Recreation and 6. Public Works. 

7. Executive Session (10:40 - 11:44 

p.m.) 

On a motion by CM Schreiber and sec-
ond by MPT Kulpa-Eddy the Council 
went into executive session to discuss a 
personnel matter. With matter discussed, 
CM Schreiber moved, and MPT Kulpa-
Eddy seconded to close the executive 
session. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 

p.m. 

Kerstin Harper, Town Clerk 

BERWYN HEIGHTS POLICE BEAT 
sponded to the 6201 Greenbelt Road 
Suite M7 for a disorderly patient. The 26 
y/o, b/m patient was out of control and 
had to be transported by the police to the 
hospital for an evaluation.   
 

10/24/2014 at 8:00 am, Pfc. Ignowski 
submitted a theft / fraud report.  Female 
suspect compromised the Berwyn 
Heights credit card number to access 
services through Experian.  Case is be-
ing investigated by BHPD. 
 

10/25/2014 at 9:07 am, Pfc. Ignowski 
responded to the Metropolitan Family 
Planning for a protester disturbing the 
peace.  Complainant told Pfc. Ignowski 
that a female protester was making too 
much noise. 
 

10/25/2014 at 11:20 pm, Cpl. Roberson 
responded to the 7-11 on Greenbelt 
Road for a report of a vehicle being dam-
aged while parked at 7-11. 
 

10/26/2014 at 6:30 pm, Cpl. Roberson 
responded to the 7-11 on Greenbelt 
Road for a report of an unknown per-
son attempted to pass a counterfeit 
$100.00. 
 

10/28/2014 at 11:15 am, Det. Unger 
impounded an abandoned 1991 Toyota 
from the 8500 block of 58th Ave. 

 

“Police Beat” includes crimes and 
accidents that occurred during the month 
of October 2014.  It is not a complete 
listing of every crime and/or accident that 
occurred in the Town.  Incidents are 
listed from beginning of the month to the 
end of the month starting with the first 
report taken during the period within a 
specified category. 
 

10/172014 at 11:20 a.m., Pfc. Ignowski 
impounded a 1999 Ford SUV from the 
location of the 8500 block of Cunning-
ham Drive.  The vehicle was left aban-
doned. 
 

10/23/2014 at 12:25 pm, Det/Cpl. Unger 
impounded a 1986 Isuzu from the loca-
tion of the 8300 block of Cunningham 
Drive.  The vehicle was left abandoned. 
 

10/23/2014 at 12:25 pm, Det/Cpl. Unger 
impounded a 1972 Chevy Truck from the 
location 8300 block of Cunningham 
Drive.  The vehicle was left abandoned. 
 

10/23/2014 at 11:40 am, Det/Cpl. Unger 
responded to the 6201 Greenbelt Road 
Suite U6 for a report of a strong arm rob-
bery.  A black male entered the pain 
management center and demanded Oxy-
codone.  The case is being investigated 
by BHPD. 
 

10/23/2014 at 5:30 pm, Pfc. Duck re-

After Business Hours: 
NON-EMERGENCY POLICE  

DISPATCH PHONE  
NUMBER— 301-352-1200 

Tell the P.G. County Dispatcher the 
nature of your problem; specify that 
the on-duty Berwyn Heights Police 

Officer respond to your call.    

 IN AN EMERGENCY  

CALL 911 
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Thomas A. Gentile, Attorney 

301-908-9427 (cell) 

tgentile301@yahoo.com 

www/thomasgentile.com 

 

 

Berwyn Heights Resident 

Admitted to Practice, MD, DC, VA 

Over 33 years experience 

Wills, Powers of Attorney, Probate, Trusts, 

General Practice 

Home Visits to Berwyn Heights Residents 
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HOLIDAY SAFETY TIPS 
Shopping 

•Do not buy more than you can carry.  Plan ahead by taking a friend with you or ask a store em-

ployee to help you carry your packages to the car.  

•Wait until asked before taking out your credit card or checkbook.  An enterprising thief would 

love to shoulder surf to get your account information. 

•Have your keys in hand when approaching your vehicle. Check the back seat and around the 

car before getting in. 

•Do not leave packages visible in your car windows. Lock them in the trunk or, if possible, take 

them directly home. 

•Before shopping online, secure your personal computers by updating your security software. 

Everyone’s computer should have anti-virus, anti-spyware, and anti-spam software, as well as a 
good firewall installed. 

•Keep your personal information private and your password secure. Do not respond to requests 

to “verify” your password or credit card information unless you initiated the contact. Legitimate 
businesses will not contact you in this manner. 

•Beware of “bargains” from companies with whom you are unfamiliar—if it sounds too good to 

be true, it probably is! 

•Use secure websites for purchases. Look for the icon of a locked padlock at the bottom of the 

screen or “https” in the URL address. 

•Shop with companies you know and trust. Check for background information if you plan to buy 

from a new or unfamiliar company. 
 

After You've Opened the Gifts 

•Burglars know that many households have new, and oftentimes expensive, items in their homes fol-

lowing the December holidays—especially items such as new computers, stereo components, televi-
sions, cameras and other electronic equipment.  

•Consider keeping broken-down boxes inside until the morning of your regular recycling pick-up. Some 

burglars actually look inside garbage cans for evidence of holiday gifts. 
 Town-wide recycling: Wednesday, December 24th and Wednesday, December 31st 
 Town-wide trash collection: Friday, December 26th and Friday, January 2nd 
 Electronics (old laptops, monitors, TVs, VCRs) and Expanded Polystyrene (block “Styrofoam” 

#6): drop off January 24th from 9 am to Noon at the Greenbelt Public Works Facility, 555 Cres-
cent Road. No Styrofoam peanuts, trays, clamshells, etc. 

 
Take a Holiday Inventory 

• The holidays are a good time to update—or create—your home inventory. Take photos or make 

videos of items, and list descriptions and serial numbers. If your home is burglarized, having a de-
tailed inventory can help identify stolen items and make insurance claims easier to file. 

• Include things like TVs, VCRs, stereo equipment, cameras, camcorders, sports equipment, jewelry, 

silver, computers, home office equipment and power tools on the list. 
 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS from NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH/EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS  
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IT IS NO LONGER  

ACCEPTABLE TO PLACE 

YOUR RECYCLABLE 

ITEMS IN PLASTIC 

BAGS SUCH AS  

ILLUSTRATED BELOW 

   

   

RECYCLING CHANGES 
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“Celebrating 30 Years in Berwyn Heights” 
 

The Senior Center is open from 10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M., Monday through Friday.  Drop in and meet 

your neighbors.  Also check the boards for special activities.  Drop in to the Center, or attend the meet-

ing, and find out what’s going on.  There is always something to do even if it is just getting together. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO DECEMBER ACTIVITIES 

December 2 Bingo 12:30 P.M. 

December 3 Wii Bowling 10:30 A.M. 

December 4 Pool Night 7:00 P.M. 

December 9 Meeting & Potluck 11:00 A.M. 

December 10 Wii Bowling 10:30 A.M. 

December 11 Pool Night 7:00 P.M. 

December 13 Potluck & Movie 5:00 P.M. 

December 16 Bingo 12:30 P.M. 

December 17 Wii Bowling 10:30 A.M. 

December 18 Pool Night 7:00 P.M. 

December 23 Bingo 12:30 P.M. 

December 24 Wii Bowling 10:30 A.M. 

December 30 Bingo 12:30 P.M. 

December 31 Wii Bowling 10:30 A.M. 

   

   

December 2 Juaming Li 

 Mary Ann Eley 

December 10 Ken Antolik 

December 15 Heidi Walter 

December 19 Othell Heath 

 Anne Hixon 

December 28 Barbara Case 

December 30 Victor Gash 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

SEE YOU AT THE 

HOLIDAY TREE 

LIGHTING PARTY! 
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Caesars 

Without their contributions, the Harvest Festival would not have been as  
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Anthony Schreiber 
301-466-1807 

FREE KARATE TRAINING  For more information contact: 

Theresa Beck at (beck.theresa@yahoo.com)  301-237-2829 or 

Sensei Leon Swain at 301-726-2881. 

BERWYN HEIGHTS PLAYGROUP  For more information contact: 

Jaime Sampson (Sampson.jaime@gmail.com)    

We meet indoors at the Town Center if cold or rainy. 

Happy Holidays to everyone!  While during or after the holidays, when you decide to buy or sell a home, your Realtor should do 

more than put a sign in the yard or just bring a contract to the table.  My goal is to deliver individual best-in-class service & advice, so 

that this is as easy and profitable as possible.  If you or someone you know is buying or selling, I can help!  Licensed in MD and DC. 
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House Cleaning: Berwyn Heights resi-
dent since 2000 - with 25 years profes-
sional house cleaning experience and 
takes pride in the work done looking for 
new clients. References in Town and out 
of town are available. Please give me a 
call and let me help tackle the house 
cleaning for you. Free estimates. Please 
call (301) 474-3024.  

Want adventure and achievement?  
Join Boy Scout Troop 740.  We meet at 
Holy Redeemer’s Fealy Hall every Tues-
day evening.  For details, call scoutmas-
ter Loren Lavoy at 301-651-4928. 

Need Computer help? Call RJ 240-602-
0815. Microsoft A+ Certified.  

Licensed Family Daycare:  Opening for 
infant to 12 years old.  Before and after 
care for BH Elementary School avail-
able. Vouchers are accepted.  Meals are 
provided.  Openings are Monday-Friday 
from 6 AM to 6 PM.  Please contact Ka-
runa at 301-345-2939. 

1 Men’s Full Size Leather Golf Bags: 
$50.  Canning jars pint & quart size: $5 
mix & match a dozen. Call Jeff after 4 
PM at 301-474-5803.  Cash only. 

Discounted tickets to Capitals’ 
games:  Great discounted seats for 
every CAPS and WIZARDS home game.  
Aisle seats in great sections for Caps 
and Wizards.  No add-ons — Just great 
seats at discounted prices.  Call Jody or 
Steve at 301-474-3613.  Berwyn Heights 
residents for almost 50 years. 

College dorm room items for sale: 3 
like-new appliances. Black 4-cup Mr. 
Coffee Model DRX5 with brew and set 
delay; small Emerson 2009 Microwave 
oven Model MW7305B; small Sanyo 
2009 refrigerator Model SR-A2480M 301
-646-6938. . 

BH Republican Club meets once a 
month, usually on the last Monday, at 
the Senior Center and welcomes all resi-
dents to participate.  For more informa-
tion, check out the Berwyn Heights Re-
publicans Webpage: 

www.npgcrc.com/pages/BHR.html 
 

STRESSED!!! Are you a Senior, a rela-
tive or friend of a Senior? Are you, or 
they, worried about staying home long-
term? If you'd  like some direction or 
assistance, without alienating your loved 
one, I CAN HELP YOU. Sealani Weiner, 
Geriatric Care Manager. Licensed Inde-
pendent Clinical Social Worker in MD & 
DC, Certified Care Manager AND Ber-

wyn Heights resident.  240-965-7274. 

BULLETIN BOARD 

Boys & Girls Club  

President:  Shinita Hemby 202-531-

 6066 

Soccer Commissioner: Jason  

 Papanikolas 240-338-5191 

Baseball Commissioner: Ronnie  

 Compton 301-345-2661 

Tee Ball Commissioner: Jim Hudson 
 301-982-2052 

Basketball Commissioner: 

 Kristen Buker 240-965-7055 

Cheerleading Commissioner: Kristen 
 Buker 240-965-7055 

Ball Hockey Commissioner: Kevin  

 Conover 301-441-1569 

Track Commissioner: Jeff Osmond  

 301-474-2737 
 

Neighborhood Watch/Emergency 

Preparedness/CERT 

Co-Chair Ron Shane 240-965-7022  

Co-Chair Joan Hayden 301-474-5037 
 

Historical Committee 

 Sharmila Bhatia 301-446-6920 

Men’s Basketball League 

 Jim McGinnis 301-345-1223 

 

Playgroup 

 Jaime Sampson  

 sampson.jaime@gmail.com 
 

Quilter’s Club 

  Lois Williams 301-345-6214 

 

Recreation Council 

 Trinity Tomsic 301-474-6350 

      Jaime Sampson      
 sampson.jaime@gmail.com 
 

Seniors Club 

 Jean McConnell 301-345-6373  
 

Green Team 

 Therese Forbes 301-982-7115 
 

BH Elementary School PTA 

 Georgiana Stark 

 President@BHESPTA.org 
 

Karate Club 

 Leon Swain 301-237-2829 

 Theresa Beck 301-728-2881 

 beck_theresa@yahoo.com 

House Cleaning: Help with shopping, 
cooking, etc. 40-year resident of Berwyn 
Heights.  Very reliable and reasonable 
rates.  Please call DJ at 301- 345-1746 

Pet Services:  Experienced dog walker 
and pet sitter available.  Will happily help 
you with your pets.  Call Katelyn, 301-
233-2588. 

Lawn mowing and trimming, yard rak-
ing and cleanup, basement cleanout, 
painting, plumbing, general handyman. 
Reasonable rates and flexible schedule. 
Call Phil at 202-718-8530. Berwyn 
Heights references available. 

Meals-on-Wheels needs your HELP! 
This 35-year old program needs volun-
teers to help with their daily operations 
out of College Park location.  Please call 
301-474-1002 M-F, 8:30-12:00 if avail-
able. 

Need Yard Help?  Shawn (17) and Jer-
emy (16) can help with mowing, raking, 
mulching, and more.  Call 301-474-2002. 

Childcare: Miss Debbie, the Mary Pop-
pins childcare provider of 29 years in 
B.H. is ISO another family.  Will play, 
read, color, do puzzles but no heavy 
housework as your child is more impor-
tant.  Will also watch children on week-
ends and evenings. Call (301)345-7622. 

Berwyn Heights Cleaning:  Cleaning 
your home like my own.  Residential & 
commercial.  References available in 
Berwyn Heights.  Over 10 years profes-
sional experience.  Providing my own 
materials and rational price.  240-645-
5140 or angelalazo1@hotmail.com 

4 Bedroom 2 Bath for rent.  Contact 
Jim Faruki at 703-402-8080 or Jmfa-
ruki@yahoo.com. 

Tutor:  Learning Specialist with vast 
experience helping children with learning 
challenges.  For a free consultation call 
or email Kathy Brosh, 301-474-2002, 
kathybrosh@gmail.com.  References 
available. 

COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATIONS 

YOU CAN HELP STOP 
CRIME IF,  

WHEN YOU SEE 
SOMETHING, YOU 
SAY SOMETHING  
TO THE LOCAL  

POLICE  
DEPARTMENT! 

tel:301-646-6938
tel:301-646-6938
http://www.npgcrc.com/pages/BHR.html
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The winter season is approach-
ing and this is the time of the 
year when some residents 
store wood in their yard for the 
fireplace. Town Ordinance 107-
5G permits the storage of wood 
on the premises as long as it 
does not provide a breeding 

ground for insects and vermin; and the wood is ele-
vated at least 6 inches above the ground.  

There are numerous of ways to store firewood such 
as using pallets, or placing the wood in a small shed 
(as pictured above). Please note that any new shed 
over 150 square feet requires building permits from 
the County and Town.  

Feel free to contact the Code Compliance Depart-
ment at (301) 513-9331 for any concerns or ques-
tions about storing firewood. 

Code News October Activity 
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TOWN OF BERWYN HEIGHTS 

5700 Berwyn Road 

Berwyn Heights, Maryland 20740-2799 

CARRIER-ROUTE SORTED 

PRESORT STANDARD 

U. S. Postage Paid 

College Park, Maryland 

POSTAL CUSTOMER 

BERWYN HEIGHTS, MARYLAND 

Dated Material — Do Not Delay! 

TOWN INFORMATION 

Town of Berwyn Heights Phone Nos. 
Emergency - Fire Rescue  .........................  9-1-1  

Police (Non-Emergency) …………………  (301) 352-1200  

Police Administrative Office  .....................  (301) 474-6554  

Code Compliance Department  ................  (301) 513-9331  

          Email:  code@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Public Works Department  .........................  (301) 474-6897  

          Email:  publicworks@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Fire Department  ........................................  (301) 474-7866  

Senior Center  ............................................  (301) 474-0018   

Community Center (Gym)  .........................  (301) 345-2808  

Town Office  ...............................................  (301) 474-5000  

         Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Call-A-Bus Reservations …………………. (301) 474-5000  

Mayor and Council 
 

Cheye Calvo  (301) 474-6350 ccalvo@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 
Mayor — Public Safety and Health 
 

Jodie Kulpa-Eddy  (301) 345-1516  jkulpaeddy@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 
Mayor Pro Tem  — Administration 
 

Patti Dennison  (301) 404-2759 pdennison@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 
Councilmember — Parks and Recreation, Education and Civic Affairs 
 

Christopher Rasmussen (612) 432-0710    crasmussen@town.berwyn- 
Councilmember — Code Compliance  heights.md.us 
 

Anthony Schreiber  (301) 466-1807 aschreiber@town.berwyn-heights.md.us  
Councilmember — Public Works 

Regular Trash Collection Schedule 
North of Pontiac…………… Mondays & Thursdays 

South of Pontiac…………… Tuesdays & Fridays 

Heavy Trash Day: 

Weekly on Thursday for North of Pontiac 

Weekly on Friday for South of Pontiac 

Recycling Schedule: 

Wednesdays for the entire Town. 

Town Helpline 
Do you have a suggestion or problem or a 

question on an ordinance, or have a histori-

cal question?  Want to receive meeting 

agendas or minutes by email? 

Email Town at 

contact@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Be assured that your communication 

will be answered promptly 

Watch Council Meetings 
 

On Comcast channel 71 

FIOS channel 12 

 

Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 

at 11:30 a.m. 

or call the Town Office 

Questions or advertising rates — call Administration Department at (301) 474-5000. 

Or email:  jcowles@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Submission deadline is the 15th of the month by 12:00 noon! 

Helen Van Doren, Design & Layout 

Town of Berwyn Heights Website:  http://www.berwyn-heights.com 


