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APRIL HOLIDAY  

& TRASH SCHEDULE 

All Town offices close at 1:00 p.m. on  
Good Friday, April 6. 

There will be normal trash collection. 

TAX TIME IS COMING!  

REMEMBER YOUR TOWN 
 

TAX TIME IS COMING! Please remem-
ber to specify Berwyn Heights as your 
municipality on your State income tax 
return. Each year Berwyn Heights loses 
out on income tax revenues when resi-
dents put down the wrong municipality or 
do not put down any municipality. Income 
tax revenues that should come to Berwyn 
Heights frequently go to College Park 
because we share the same zip code. To 
prevent your income taxes going to Col-
lege Park, or another town, or the 
County, mark BERWYN HEIGHTS as 
your municipality on your State income 
tax return.   

2012 ELECTION 
TOWN  VOTER   

REGISTRATION   
 

From March 1 to April 2, the Town offers 
supplemental voter registration for any 
residents who are not currently registered 
with the State of Maryland or Prince 
George's County. Frequently, those resi-
dents are military personnel or students, 
but it also includes residents who recently 
moved to Berwyn Heights and are not yet 
on State and County voter rolls. Any resi-
dent who is on State and County voter 
rolls is automatically eligible to vote in 
Town elections. 

Supplemental voter registration is avail-
able at the Town office during normal 
office hours, Monday – Friday, 8:30 am – 
5:00 pm. You will need to fill out a simple 
application form recording your name and 
address and show a valid photo ID. For 
more information contact Town Clerk 
Kerstin Harper at 301-474-5000 or 
k e r s t i n . h a r p e r @ t o w n . b e r w y n -
heights.md.us. 

BERWYN HEIGHTS  

TOWN COUNCIL  

ELECTION  

TUESDAY, MAY 1, 2012 

The polling station is on the first 

floor of the Town Center (Senior 

Center) at 8603 57th Avenue, and is 

open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. As in 

the previous election, the Town 

will be using paper ballots. To 

vote, all you need to bring is a 

valid photo ID. If you need assis-

tance in getting to the polls please 

contact the Town Office at (301) 

474-5000. Any resident who 

wishes to observe the tallying may 

remain in the polling station after 

closing. Results are usually avail-

able by 10 p.m. on the night of the 

election. 

SAMPLE BALLOT: 

TOWN COUNCIL CANDIDATES 

(Place an “X” beside your selection) 

(Select no more than five (5) candi-
dates) 

 Rose Almoguera  _____ 

 Cheye Calvo  _____ 

 Patricia Dennison _____ 

 Jodie Kulpa-Eddy _____ 

 James Wilkinson _____ 

MOCK STUDENT TOWN 

COUNCIL MEETING 
Monday, April 23 

 6:30 pm 
Berwyn Heights Elementary School 4th, 
5th, and 6th graders will enact a meeting 
of the Town Council and discuss an issue 
of interest to Berwyn Heights. 

The meeting will be held on the second floor 
of the Town Center and will start at 6:30 
p.m. The meeting will be televised over 
Comcast channel 71 and Verizon FIOS 
channel 12. Residents are invited to attend 
and participate in the students deliberations. 

pepco 
Smart Meter  

Installation 
Pepco sub-contractor Scope Services, 
Inc. is installing smart meters in Berwyn 
Heights through the end of 2012. This is 
part of a long-term investment to up-
grade the power grid. Scope Services 
workers wear blue shirts, khaki pants 
and photo ID, and drive white vans 
marked with Pepco and Scope Services 
logos. 

During the meter exchange, there may 
be a brief power interruption of 5 min-
utes or less. If you or a member of your 
household is currently registered in 
Pepco's Emergency Medical Program 
for customers with special medical 
needs, the meter installer will make per-
sonal contact prior to exchanging the 
meter. Or you can call Scope Services 
at (888) 226-8761 to make an appoint-
ment. If you wish to register for the pro-
gram, call Pepco at (202) 833-7500. 

If you have general questions about the 
installation, please call Pepco's cus-
tomer care center at (202) 833-7500, or 
visit the “Smart Grid” section on 
Pepco.com under “Our Energy Future.”  

 ABSENTEE VOTING 
TOWN COUNCIL ELECTION  

TUESDAY, MAY 1, 2012 
 

Any resident of the Town of Berwyn 
Heights, who is 18 years old and is a 
registered voter of Prince George's 
County or the Town of Berwyn Heights, 
may cast an absentee ballot for any rea-
son. Absentee ballots may be requested 
from 30 days to 7 days prior to the elec-
tion at the Town office. Absentee ballots 
must reach the Town office by election 
day, or can be turned in on election day 
until polls close at 7:00 p.m. Please con-
tact Kerstin Harper at 301-474-5000 if 
you have questions. 

    NINTH ANNUAL 
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University. To that end, UMD has com-
missioned a study of what faculty is look-
ing for in a neighborhood they want to 
live in. Such study could provide valuable 
data for marketing Berwyn Heights. 

CM Ahrens said the Code Department 
assessed two fines last week, one of 
which was paid. CM Dennison reported 
that she was unable to find out when the 
Indian Creek playground installation will 
be completed because she could not get 
in touch with the architect overseeing the 
project. Therefore a date for a dedication 
ceremony has not yet been set. At the 
last Recreation Council meeting, the Tal-
ent Show and Berwyn Heights Day were 
discussed. The proposal for a traveling 
garden was approved and will go for-
ward. The Boys & Girls Club registration 
is ongoing. The hockey rink has been 
defaced with offensive graffiti. CM Denni-
son has informed Berwyn Heights police 
and the Park Police. The graffiti could 
either be removed by Park & Planning 
staff or artistically changed. MPT Wilkin-
son reported that Public Works employ-
ees were on stand-by for a snow event 
last Saturday, which did not materialize. 

Citizen comments: There were none. 

Code Compliance budget presenta-
tion: Mayor Calvo welcomed Director of 
Code Compliance Sonjia Solomon for the 
presentation of her budget request. 

Ms. Solomon said that she is not re-
questing any increases in the Code De-
partment’s operational budget. However, 
she is requesting a new code car. She 
then gave an overview of important de-
velopments in her department. As de-
cided by the Council in the last budget 
process, the sharing of one administra-
tive assistant between the Code and 
Administration Departments was 
stopped, eliminating a source of friction 
between the two departments. The ad-
ministrative assistant was returned full-
time to the Administration Department, 
and the Code Department was given 15 
hours per week for the code clerk posi-
tion and an additional 5 hours per week 
for the part-time code officer position, 
which brought the total to 20 hours per 
week. The hiring, training, and schedul-
ing of the new employees took up a good 
amount of time and effort. With the help 
of the new administrative assistant, she 
has implemented a more vigorous notifi-
cation program. Those with whom the 
Department is in contact, such as rental 
home owners, banks and residents with 
code violations, are reminded by e-mail 
or telephone of deadlines and due dates 
for license renewals, rental inspections 
and fines. This has resulted in a drop of 
certified letters sent and a savings of 

$1,600 in postage. Further, the Code 
website has been upgraded with social 
media to enable residents to stay in 
closer contact with the Department, and 
the Code car is running well after it was 
repaired. 

Ms. Solomon explained the request for a 
new code vehicle. She said that the 
Code Department has been given sur-
plus police vehicles, which need frequent 
repairs and are not ideal for Code use. 
The Ford Crown Victoria the department 
currently uses has 144,000 miles on it. 
Her preferred new car would be a 6-
cylinder, 4-WD Jeep Liberty. It is shorter 
and taller than the Crown Victoria, and 
has enough legroom to accommodate 
the department’s tall officers. An SUV 
would be more suitable for inspecting 
properties for code violations because 
the driver higher off the ground. It would 
also be easier for elderly residents to get 
in and out of when it is used for call-a-
bus service. She has obtained a quote of 
$18,800 for a 2012 model. Her second 
preference is a slightly larger SUV cross-
over, the Chevrolet Equinox at $22,200, 
with similar features but a less powerful 4 
cylinder engine. The third choice is a 
Hyundai Tucson at $24,300, also an 
SUV Crossover with similar specifica-
tions. The prices on the 2nd and 3rd op-
tions are preliminary, as Ms. Solomon 
has not had time to get alternate quotes. 
In addition, she has obtained a quote of 
$7,800 for a Segway Patroller, in which 
MPT Wilkinson had expressed interest. 
She would have to learn more about the 
operation of Segways, to make an in-
formed recommendation. There is a pos-
sibility of obtaining 2 Segways for free 
through a police grant program. Chief 
Antolik is helping her look into it. 

Mayor Calvo commented on the budget 
request. He asked why the FY 2012 esti-
mated numbers are the same as the 
budgeted numbers. It suggests to him 
that not enough attention was paid to the 
estimates. Ms. Solomon said that she 
lost the estimates and entered the budg-
eted numbers. Mayor Calvo noted that in 
FY 2011 the appropriation for postage 
declined by almost $2,000. He would 
have liked to see the FY 2012 estimates 
to find out if this trend continued in the 
current year. Similarly, he would have 
liked to know what the spending trends 
are with respect to the maintenance & 
repair line item, which the Council raised 
to $1,700 in FY 2011, and with respect to 
the oil & gas line item, which exceeded 
its budget last year. Ms. Solomon replied 
that vehicle repair costs have been fairly 
modest this year and well within the 
budget. Gasoline expenditures exceeded 
the budget because the Crown Vic is not 

W 
orksession 

February 6, 2012 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 
p.m. Present were Mayor Calvo, MPT 
Wilkinson, CMs Ahrens, Dennison and 
Kulpa-Eddy. Also present were Town 
Administrator (TA) Murphy, Chief of Po-
lice Kenneth Antolik, Director of Code 
Compliance Sonjia Solomon, and Clerk 
Harper. 

1. Mayor 

Agenda: Indian Creek playground dedi-
cation was taken off the agenda. 

Announcements: Berwyn Heights Ele-
mentary School (BHES) will send a team 
to participate in the science bowl tomor-
row. 

Calendar: No changes were made. 

Minutes: On a motion by CM Dennison 
and second by CM Kulpa-Eddy, the 
January 23 worksession minutes were 
approved 5 to 0. 

Department reports: Mayor Calvo re-
ported that he attended a meeting in 
University Park on a small town energy 
program called STEP-UP. University 
Park received a $1.4 million grant from 
the U.S. Department of Energy to start a 
community-wide energy transformation 
program that can serve as a model for 
other small towns across the U.S. The 
goal of the program is to improve energy 
efficiency by 20% in at least 20% of the 
homes in University Park, Maryland. Uni-
versity Park is also promoting solar en-
ergy. A membership-funded investment 
group, Community Solar LLC, purchased 
and had solar panels installed on the roof 
of a church. The panels produce electric-
ity that feeds into Pepco’s power grid. 
Community Solar earns money from the 
sale of the electricity, as well as from 
solar renewable energy certificates, 
which may pay for the initial investment 
in a few years. Mayor Calvo hopes to 
learn more about the program and see if 
it can be applied in Berwyn Heights. The 
Town could perhaps save a large part of 
its $70,000 in annual electricity ex-
penses. 

Mayor Calvo continued that University of 
Maryland President (UMD) Wallace Loh 
gave an excellent presentation at the last 
Four Cities Coalition meeting. President 
Loh shared his vision of a university that 
is firmly anchored in the surrounding 
communities, and outlined his plan on 
how to improve collaboration with their 
municipal governments. He believes it is 
important that University faculty and em-
ployees live in closer proximity to the 
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a fuel efficient car and because gas 
prices spiked at the beginning of last 
year. Mayor Calvo asked if gas pur-
chases and miles patrolled are tracked, 
as is done in the Police Department. Ms. 
Solomon said they are not, except for the 
miles traveled under the call-a-bus pro-
gram, which are reported to the County 
for reimbursement. 

Mayor Calvo asked how Ms. Solomon is 
managing the staffing changes, in par-
ticular the transition from 1 to 2 Code 
officers. Ms. Solomon said that she likes 
having 2 officers because each can spe-
cialize in a particular area, which is a 
plus for an employee who works very 
limited hours. Currently, Officer Hall 
works 8 hours per week mostly on rental 
inspections, while Officer Keim works 12 
hours per week on code violations. The 
shift to 2 officers has helped reduce 
workloads. But it also meant that she had 
to spend more of her time on training. 
Her focus this year has been on transfer-
ring more decision-making authority to 
the officers when she is away, which 
worked very well when she took a Christ-
mas vacation. However, delegating re-
sponsibilities when she is here is still in 
the beginning stages. Another initiative 
this year has been to move from hand-
written notices and licenses to computer 
generated forms and letters. This has 
already led to substantial savings in time 
spent on these tasks. 

Mayor Calvo asked whether the Depart-
ment is realizing or could realize other 
efficiencies from using new software and/
or hardware. Ms. Solomon replied that 
code enforcement software she has re-
quested in previous years has become 
too expensive to make it worth purchas-
ing. However, she has upgraded her cell 
phone from a Blackberry to an iPhone, 
which is easier to use and has some 
useful applications. A code enforcement 
application available for the iPhone is 
excellent but requires space for data 
storage the Town’s IT infrastructure can’t 
accommodate. There are also some 
other problems arising from outdated 
software on some of the Town’s com-
puters. She hopes this was fixed with the 
installation of a new operating system on 
the computer her administrative assistant 
uses. 

Mayor Calvo asked what the number of 
rental homes is and whether there is a 
connection with the downturn in the 
housing market. Ms. Solomon said that 
currently there are 194 rentals, which is 
up from 177 last year at this time, and 
more than double the number when she 
became Code Director. For the most 
part, new rentals are converted from 
homes that sell. Mayor Calvo said he 

would like the Code Department to de-
velop a reporting framework, such as the 
Police Department uses, for code activity 
that allows for monthly and yearly com-
parisons. This would help the Council 
see trends more clearly. He suggested 
setting up categories of violations and 
other activity based on the ordinance 
they relate to, e.g. clean lot violations, 
rental violations, or trash violations. He 
has given it some thought but has not 
come up with a definitive solution. 

Lastly, Mayor Calvo said that Ms. Solo-
mon should make a case for a new car 
based on the needs of the Code Depart-
ment and the call-a-bus program. In 
terms of the budget, the Council will con-
sider the vehicle price above all. How-
ever, other criteria, such as fuel effi-
ciency, dependability and comfort for 
drivers and passengers will be consid-
ered as well. Personally, he would prefer 
a station wagon to an SUV. 

MPT Wilkinson asked how often the call-
a-bus service is used. Ms. Solomon said 
it now averages about once a week. 
When the Town first got the bus, which 
is paid for by the County, there were 
many more people using it. MPT Wilkin-
son suggested that the Town may want 
to give up the bus, if it is no longer used 
for transporting seniors. Ms. Solomon 
said that the bus is used by Town or-
ganizations for other purposes. Further, 
the Town is in line for a new vehicle and 
she is requesting a smaller one. 

CM Kulpa-Eddy commented that higher 
profile vehicles, such as SUV or mini-
vans, are generally considered easier to 
get in and out of for seniors. She also 
asked what the gasoline & oil appropria-
tion is based on. TA Murphy said that he 
tracks the gas purchases but not miles 
traveled. 

At 8:30 p.m., the Council took a 10 min-
ute break. 

Police Department budget request: 
Mayor Calvo welcomed Chief Antolik, 
who began his presentation with an 
overview of last year's accomplishments. 
He noted that Berwyn Heights had a 39 
%  drop in serious crime overall and a 
36% drop in its violent crime, which he 
attributes to a program of proactive pa-
trolling and new approaches to commu-
nity policing. This includes assigning 
officers to a particular sector of the Town 
to establish closer relations with resi-
dents; encouraging and rewarding tips 
about suspicious activity; designating an 
officer to work with young people and 
their families; and cooperating closely 
with the Neighborhood Watch/
Emergency Preparedness. Relations 
with the Hispanic population greatly im-

proved due to the efforts of a public 
safety aide, who is himself a member of 
the Town's Hispanic community.  

Other accomplishment include Detective 
Unger's promotion to Corporal and Offi-
cer Ignowski being named Officer of the 
Year for 2011, and promoted to Private 
First Class. A retired Prince George's 
officer was hired part-time to issue speed 
camera citations. The Department con-
tinued its cooperation with the Secret 
Service and obtained a $4,000 grant with 
which it purchased laptops and other 
office supplies. Further, a new Dodge 
Charger police cruiser was purchased 
and another vehicle obtained as a dona-
tion from a local business. It is used for 
under cover investigations. The police 
reporting system was upgraded to Win-
dows 10 and, after fine-tuning, is ex-
pected to reduce office supply costs. 

Turning to the FY 2013 budget requests, 
Chief Antolik said that he is requesting 
funds to purchase 2 new Dodge Charger 
police cruisers, one marked and another 
unmarked, for a combined total of 
$60,000, which would be funded from the 
capital projects budget. The department 
currently has 8 operational vehicles and 
3 spares. Three of the cruisers in use 
have traveled over 100,000 miles and 
are in poor condition. One of the newer 
vehicle is a Chevrolet Suburban SUV, 
obtained through forfeiture, and used 
only for special purposes, such as driving 
in inclement weather. Since the fleet has 
many aging vehicles, the maintenance 
and repair costs have risen. He therefore 
requests an increase of $3,500 in the 
maintenance & repair line item. 

Chief Antolik further requested an in-
crease of $3,600 in the network software 
line item to upgrade the website and 
make it more interactive. Social media 
links for Facebook and Twitter would be 
added, creating another avenue for resi-
dents to report crimes and public safety 
problems. Also planned is a crime map-
ping feature, that would show the loca-
tions of crimes committed in the Town. 
An increase of $18,000 is requested in 
the capital outlay-equipment line item to 
purchase a License Plate Recognition 
(LPR) system. This is a computerized 
camera that enables police officers to 
identify thousands of license plates per 
minute, greatly increasing their productiv-
ity over manually entering and checking 
license plates on a mobile data terminal. 
There is a good chance of financing an 
LPR through grants, which he intends to 
take advantage of. Lastly, another in-
crease of $7,800 is requested in the 
capital outlay-equipment line item is re-
quested to replace 5 aging mobile data 
terminals in the police cruisers. A 
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cheaper ruggedized laptop has been 
located that is comparable to the Pana-
sonic Toughbook and costs $1,430. 

Chief Antolik concluded with a report on 
speed camera citations issued by loca-
tion during 2011. It shows that the 6200 
block on Greenbelt Road generated a 
small fraction of the citations than were 
issued for the 6300 block in front of 
Greenbelt Middle School. TA Murphy 
said that arrangements have been made 
to move the camera back to its previous 
location. The statistics also show that 
about 30% of citations were paid late. 
The number of vehicles flagged is not 
available. Chief Antolik will request a 
more comprehensive report from Opto-
Traffic. 

The Council commented on the presen-
tation. Mayor Calvo sought clarifications 
regarding the salary, overtime and shift 
differential appropriations in the FY 2012 
budget. These appropriations appear to 
be coming in under budget according to 
estimates of actual expenditures. TA 
Murphy will check on the numbers and 
provide explanations at the next meeting. 
He further confirmed that the number for 
the FY 2013 maintenance & repair re-
quest should be $20,000 rather than 
$23,000. This line item needs to be bifur-
cated to separate vehicle maintenance 
from other types of maintenance. Mayor 
Calvo noted that the gasoline & oil line 
item appears to be under budget. Chief 
Antolik said that this is probably due to 
officers are not commuting as far and to 
the use of spare vehicles on Fridays.  

Mayor Calvo said that the Town has to 
come up with a workable purchasing 
schedule for police vehicles, because 
purchasing 1 vehicle per year is not 
enough to keep the fleet up to date. The 
question is whether to fund the purchase 
of a second car this year. He asked 
which officers would be next in line for a 
new car and whether an unmarked car 
has to meet the same requirements as a 
patrol car. Chief Antolik said the 1st car 
would be for a patrol officer. The 2nd car 
would be for detective Unger. A  detec-
tive's unmarked car can be a 'soft car' 
and need not have all the specifications 
of a patrol car. However, he would prefer 
for it to be a police cruiser because De-
tective Unger patrols as well. 

Mayor Calvo suggested a different rank-
ing for the items requested. He consid-
ered laptops for police vehicles a higher 
priority than the license plate recognition 
system because they are essential 
equipment for patrolling. However, he 
would  prefer to purchase them on a 
rotation at a rate of 2 or 3 per year. 
Mayor Calvo would rank the website as 

the next highest priority. He asked how 
many hits the police website gets per 
month. Chief Antolik agreed with the sug-
gested priority ranking. He will check that 
with the webmaster about monthly hits of 
the website. The website does get a lot 
of positive feedback from other law en-
forcement agencies.  

MPT Wilkinson asked whether 2 new 
cars are needed, considering the Depart-
ment recently obtained a new SUV 
through forfeiture and another vehicle by 
donation. Chief Antolik said that the SUV 
is only used in special circumstances and 
that the donated car is in poor condition. 
He has considered replacing it with a  
new used car, which has traveled less 
than 10,000 miles. MPT Wilkinson asked 
for clarification about the network soft-
ware appropriation. Chief Antolik said 
that in addition to $1,940 for website 
maintenance, the line item funds several 
other IT programs. MPT Wilkinson asked 
how the new County non-emergency 
dispatch service is working. Chief Antolik 
said that it is a hit or miss proposition. 
MPT Wilkinson expressed skepticism 
that the ruggedized Gammatech Dura-
book laptops costing $1,400 are compa-
rable to the Toughbooks costing $6,000. 
Chief Antolik said that they are compara-
ble and were recommended by their IT 
consultant. The difference in price can 
perhaps be accounted for by the market-
ing of Toughbooks for police. 

In response to CM Dennison, Chief Anto-
lik said that the proposed police 'open 
houses' would be held whenever seems 
most appropriate. Confidential informa-
tion is sometimes obtained from young 
people who have been in trouble with the 
law. The purchase of a 'certified used 
car' can save between 30% - 50% off a 
new car. The proposed upgrades to the 
website would allow residents to interact 
better with the department, enabling 
them to pose questions and leave com-
ments or anonymous tips. NW/EP would 
be able to link to the website if desired. 
The purchase of 2 new vehicles this 
year, does not negate the need for a new 
car next year or in subsequent years. 
Chief Antolik's personal insurance would 
cover expenses in case he were to get in 
an accident while driving his car to work. 

In response to CM Ahrens, Chief Antolik 
said that the sharp drop in calls for ser-
vice in 2011 is in part part due to officers 
responding more often to calls for service  
routed through the Berwyn Heights police 
station. More importantly, officers spend 
more time patrolling the Town and self-
initiate  responses. The calls for service 
in the statistics he provided refer only to 
those calls routed through the County's 
dispatch service. In response to CM 

Kulpa-Eddy, Chief Antolik said that the 
network software line item includes an-
nual subscriptions to the Blue Line Data 
Solutions. A “poor” rating of a vehicle's 
condition is not only based on miles trav-
eled but also on frequency of repairs. CM 
Kulpa-Eddy thought that a vehicle's rat-
ing should improve once it has been re-
paired. Chief Antolik will provide a list of 
the criteria used to rate the conditions of 
vehicles. 

Ethics Commission: Mayor Calvo said 
that he has obtained a commitment from 
2 residents to serve on the Town's Ethics 
Commission. Ray Smith has been a 
member since 1986 when the Commis-
sion was established, and Darald Lof-
gren has been a long-serving former 
Councilmember. A third member still has 
to be found. He is looking for people that 
are knowledgeable about Town govern-
ment and trustworthy because they will 
have the important responsibility to re-
view the detailed financial disclosures 
department directors and Town Council 
candidates are now required to submit. 
The proposed members would be ap-
pointed by resolution at the February 8 
Town meeting. There were no objections 
to the candidates proposed. 

Nothing was discussed under 2. Public 

Safety. 

3. Public Works 

Sidewalks addition: MPT Wilkinson 
said that he would like to add another 
section of sidewalk to the surveying pri-
ority list, which is 63rd Avenue from 
Greenbelt Road to Seminole Street, and 
Tecumseh Place from Seminole Street to 
63rd Avenue. This sidewalk would con-
nect to the proposed sidewalk along 63rd 
Avenue, and provide a safe approach for 
students walking to Greenbelt Middle 
School. It would also serve the Berwyn 
Presbyterian Church and McDonald's 
restaurant and should probably be rated 
priority 2.  

Mayor Calvo agreed that the 8900 block 
of 63rd Avenue should be priority 2, but 
that Tecumseh Place should be priority 
3. CM Kulpa-Eddy said that the 8900 
block of 63rd Avenue could also be prior-
ity 3 because pedestrians can use the 
Church parking lot to walk to Greenbelt 
Road. CM Dennison disagreed, noting 
that the Church parking lot is private. CM 
Dennison moved to add the 63rd Avenue 
and Tecumseh Place blocks as priority 2 
sidewalk locations. CM Ahrens sec-
onded. The motion passed 4 to 1, with 
CM Kulpa-Eddy opposed. 

CM Kulpa-Eddy asked what the direc-
tional tags in the sidewalk priority loca-
tions mean. TA Murphy said that these 
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denote which side of a street is better 
suited for a sidewalk and likely to be 
surveyed. However, the designation is 
just preliminary. Mayor Calvo said that 
the Council decided to obtain estimates 
of surveys for 3 options: 1) only first pri-
ority locations, 2) first and second priority 
locations; and 3) all proposed locations. 
If these estimates appear too high, they 
can then be limited to one or another 
side of the street. 

4. Administration 

Bulletin cover: The following items 
were approved for the March Bulletin 
cover: Town Council election - candi-
dates filing deadline, supplemental regis-
tration deadline; Berwyn Heights Day. 

Berwyn Heights schools sign ap-
proval: Mayor Calvo said that he would 
like to add a sentence about the findings 
of the 1996 school census, the Educa-
tion Advisory Committee carried out, e.g. 
the dispersion of the 360 school-aged 
children that lived in Town to 61 different 
public or private schools. No other 
changes were proposed. The proposed 
text and images will be sent to ATHA's 
signage designer for production. 

Comcast franchise negotiations: TA 
Murphy explained that the Council al-
ready notified the Prince George's I-Net 
Coordinating Committee (PGINCC) that 
the Town wants to participate in the joint 
negotiations to renew the Comcast fran-
chise agreement. However, the Council 
is requested to adopt a formal resolution 
to that effect. With no objections, the 
resolution will be taken up for adoption at 
the next Town meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 
p.m. 

Kerstin Harper, Town Clerk 

T 
own Meeting 

February 8, 2012 

 

The meeting was called to order at 8:05 
p.m. Present were Mayor Calvo, Mayor Pro 
Tem (MPT) Wilkinson, Councilembers (CM) 
Ahrens, Dennison and Kulpa-Eddy. Also 
present were Town Administrator (TA) Mur-
phy, Treasurer Lape, Clerk Harper, Officer 
Roberson and citizens. 

1. Swearing-in of Election Judges 

Mayor Calvo swore in the residents who 
agreed to serve as the Board of Election 
Supervisors for the May 1 Town Council 
election. He first swore in Chief Election 
Judge Sharmila Bhatia, and then Election 
Judges Jeff Knutson, Paul McNulty, Debby 
Steele Snyder and Shirley Sorensen.  

 

2. Minutes 

Clerk Harper read a summary of the Janu-
ary 11 Town meeting minutes. On a motion 
by CM Ahrens and second by MPT Wilkin-
son, the minutes were approved 5 to 0. 

3. Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer Lape gave the treasurer’s report 
for the month of January. 

4. Mayor’s Report 

Mayor Calvo said that the formal budget 
process for FY 2013 has started with budget 
presentations from Code Compliance Direc-
tor Solomon and Chief of Police Antolik at 
the last worksession, and will continue with 
budget requests from Public Works Director 
Coleman, CM Dennison and the Neighbor-
hood Watch/Emergency Preparedness 
(NW/EP) at the next worksession. TA Mur-
phy will unveil his proposed budget at the 
March 5 worksession, which the Council will 
discuss throughout March and April. Resi-
dents are encouraged to attend these meet-
ings and share their thoughts.  

Mayor Calvo noted that the FY 2011 audit 
has been completed and shows that the 
Town’s financial position is strong despite 
substantial expenditures for road repairs 
and the continued loss of Highway User 
Revenues. Revenues exceeded expendi-
tures for the second year in a row, and the 
Town’s assets increased by $400,000 to 
$2.8 million. This represents a tripling of 
assets from $800,000 when he first became 
Mayor. 

Mayor Calvo said that before the budget 
season started, the Council discussed and 
identified its priorities for the FY 2013. 
There was agreement that the Town’s aging 
facilities are in need of attention. The lack of 
investment in this area is catching up. Last 
fall, some costly repairs had to be made to 
the Town Center hose tower. Next year, 
money will likely have to be spent to fix the 
leaky roof of the Town administration build-
ing. Further, the Council is considering up-
grades to the Town Center so that it can 
function as an emergency shelter, as well 
as a remodel of the former media center 
into a useable meeting space.  

In addition to investing in facilities, Chief 
Antolik had pointed out that the police vehi-
cle fleet is aging and that an additional po-
lice cruiser may have to be purchased in FY 
2013. Street repairs will need to continue as 
cracks are beginning to appear in the 
streets that were resurfaced in 1996, the 
last big road repair project in Town. Director 
Coleman will address the issue of street 
repair needs when presenting his budget. At 
the same time, the Council is continuing its 
sidewalk discussions and established priori-
ties for surveying the blocks in Town where 
sidewalks should be built. 

In other news, the Council attended a pro-
ductive Four Cities Coalition meeting in 
College Park, at which University of Mary-

land President Wallace Loh shared his vi-
sion on how to better connect the University 
to its surrounding communities. It was ap-
parent that President Loh, who has led the 
University for a little more than a year, has 
given this matter a great deal of thought and 
is taking concrete steps to reach out to the 
municipalities. The Council also reached an 
agreement in principle with Larry Jarbo, the 
owner of the ReMax property. In return for 
the Town’s support for rezoning the property 
to allow a Dollar General store to open, the 
owner has committed to make certain up-
grades to lighting, signage and dumpsters, 
as well as a financial contribution to green 
the parking lot. 

Mayor Calvo reported that he recently 
learned that another 7 Eleven store plans to 
open in Berwyn Heights on the property that 
used to house Nikki’s Bridal and the Video 
Store. The property owner, with whom he 
has regularly discussed the development of 
his property, did not inform the Town of this 
plan. 7 Eleven project representatives will 
make a presentation at the March Town 
meeting. Further, the Indian Creek play-
ground renovation is nearing completion. A 
dedication of the playground, which will be 
nominated for an award, is planned for 
warmer weather. At the last worksession, 
the Council approved the production of an 
interpretative sign on the history of Berwyn 
Heights schools. The sign was commis-
sioned to honor former resident Ann Harris 
Davidson’s work in getting the Berwyn 
Heights Elementary School reopened. The 
dedication of the sign may occur sometime 
this spring. In talks with County Council-
member Olson's office and Park & Planning, 
a new site for a dog park has been identified 
on the grounds of BHES. If the legalities can 
be worked out with the school system, the 
dog park would be placed where the tennis 
court is, with access from the 60th Avenue 
footpath. Mayor Calvo likes a location in 
Town that can be reached easily by resi-
dents and hopes this plan will come to frui-
tion. 

5. Department Reports 

Administration: CM Kulpa-Eddy said she 
is happy to report that the Town is ahead in 
revenue collection and has already received 
82% of all projected revenues. Referring to 
future facility upgrades the Council will be 
discussing, a new, automatically-opening 
front door has just been installed at the 
Senior Center, which makes it more acces-
sible for people in wheelchairs. An old dish-
washer will also be replaced soon. In con-
nection with the schools history sign, a 
photo of the opening of Berwyn Heights 
Elementary School in 1958 is being sought. 
Any resident, who has early photos of the 
school can contact the Town office to ar-
range for copies to be made. 

Code Compliance: CM Ahrens said that 
one of the problems the the Code Depart-
ment has to deal with is hoarding, which is 
the accumulation of things or animals to an 
extent that it interferes with normal function-
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ing of home, health and social life. The 
Code Department usually becomes involved 
when hoarding creates fire or health haz-
ards, threatens the structural integrity of a 
home or impacts the well-being of 
neighbors. The cleanup of such a home 
became a code action last month. Other 
Code activity included 27 trash and litter 
violations and the collection of $3,100 in 
fines. 

Parks and Recreation: CM Dennison an-
nounced upcoming events including the 
Boys & Girls Club registration, the annual 
Hollywood Showcase of Talent on April 13 
and Berwyn Heights Day on May 5. She 
reported that two garden projects are under-
way in Town: a traveling garden initiated by 
Playgroup coordinator Rose Almoguera, 
and the Berwyn Heights Elementary School 
(BHES) garden/outdoor classroom man-
aged by Therese Forbes. A spring cleanup 
will be held at the school garden in April. In 
other school news, the Board of Education 
voted to place a Talented & Gifted (TAG) 
Program at Greenbelt Middle School. Any 
TAG student at BHES is eligible to partici-
pate in the program. In addition, all 6th grad-
ers at Greenbelt Elementary School and 
Hollywood Elementary School were trans-
ferred to Greenbelt Middle School. Park & 
Planning informed CM Dennison that the 
Indian Creek Playground should be com-
pleted at the end of March after a rubber 
surface has been installed. Park & Planning 
has also been asked to remove the graffiti 
at the hockey rink. 

Public Safety: Officer Roberson gave the 
police activities report for the month of 
January as Chief Antolik was absent. There 
were 7 Part I offenses, including 6 larcenies 
and 1 armed robbery at a gas station. The 
low rates are due largely to good coopera-
tion with Berwyn Heights residents, who 
report suspicious activities, and to an ag-
gressive crime prevention program, which 
includes high visibility patrols and close 
coordination with surrounding municipalities. 
Officer Roberson further reported that there 
were a total of 85 speed camera citations. 
Of those, 35 were paid and 50 remained 
outstanding. 

Public Works: MPT Wilkinson announced 
that the BHES science bowl team made it to 
the last round of the competition, but then 
lost to Glenarden Woods by one missed 
question. He congratulated the team and its 
coach Bret Goldstein on their success.  

MPT Wilkinson said that, beginning in 
March, residents can begin to drop off their 
electronic recyclables at the City of Green-
belt Public Works yard. In exchange for 
piggy-backing onto its recycling program, 
Berwyn Heights is sending two helpers to 
Greenbelt. Last weekend, Public works was 
on standby for a possible snowfall, which 
failed to materialize. In preparation for the 
budget discussion, Director Coleman is 
working on updating a street survey that 
rates the condition of Town streets. While 

streets do need attention, MPT Wilkinson 
believes that the number one infrastructure 
need is sidewalks. Currently, pedestrians 
must share the road with cars in most 
places, which is not a safe situation. He 
was able to have pedestrian access to the 
Raleigh Inn added to the Town’s ReMax 
property agreement. 

Committee Reports 

Neighborhood Watch/Emergency Pre-
paredness: CM Kulpa-Eddy said that the 
NW/EP held a very successful day of ser-
vice on Martin Luther King’s day. Between 
40-50 volunteers participated, including the 
Prince George’s fire chief, Berwyn Heights 
Volunteer Fire Department, ham radio op-
erators and other emergency officials. They 
distributed emergency information through-
out the Town and surveyed residents on 
the use of smoke alarms. The BHVFD 
agreed to install smoke alarms for free 
where needed. She thanked Mike Attick for 
putting this event together. On February 16, 
the Maryland Fire & Rescue Institute 
(MFRI) and the City of Hyattsville are host-
ing a CERT training workshop. Interested 
residents can contact Calvin Hawkins in the 
County’s Homeland Security Office at 301-
883-3300 to sign up. 

7. Unfinished Business 

There was none. 

8. New Business 

Resolution 01-2012 – Comcast Joint 
Franchise Negotiations: Clerk Harper 
read the Resolution. MPT Wilkinson and 
CM Dennison moved to adopt it. Mayor 
Calvo explained that the current Comcast 
Cable TV agreement is expiring in 2013. 
The Resolution enacts the Council’s deci-
sion to enter into joint negotiations with 
Comcast, led by Prince George’s County 
and the I-Net Coordinating Committee. 
Comcast’s share of business in Berwyn 
Heights has declined substantially since 
Verizon began to offer cable TV service in 
Town. Comcast hopes to negotiate terms 
similar to Verizon’s. The Comcast and Veri-
zon franchises generate approximately 
$50,000 in annual fees and taxes for the 
Town, an important stream of revenue. CM 
Dennison noted that the Council plans to 
use some of these revenues to finance an 
upgrade of the Town’s audio-visual system. 
With no further comments, the Resolution 
was adopted in a 5 to 0 vote. 

Resolution 02-2012 – Appointment of 
Town Ethics Commission Members: 
Mayor Calvo said that the Resolution, as 
written, would appoint Ray Smith, an origi-
nal member of the Ethics Commission, and 
Darald Lofgren, a former Town Council-
member, to the 3-member Ethics Commis-
sion. Until this evening, he was not able to 
speak to a resident, whom he intended to 
ask to serve. Sharmila Bhatia, who was 
sworn in as Chief Election Judge earlier, 
agreed to serve on the Ethics Commission 
as well. He asked to add her name to the 

Resolution if there are no objections. There 
were none. 

Clerk Harper read the Resolution, adding 
Ms. Bhatia’s name as the 3rd Ethics Com-
mission member. CM Dennison and MPT 
Wilkinson moved to approve the Resolu-
tion. Mayor Calvo said that the Ethics Com-
mission has had the same members since 
its inception in 1986. Next to Ray Smith, 
they included long-time residents Richard 
Myers and Pat Niedermeyer, who ex-
pressed their desire to step down. 
Throughout their long tenure, there were 
but a couple of ethics incidents they were 
asked to review, and these were relatively 
minor. However, it is important that the 
Town have an impartial body to look into 
ethics violations by the Town’s public offi-
cials if they do occur. This body must have 
members who are knowledgeable in Town 
affairs and respected in the community. 
This is the case with all those who have 
served and are proposed to serve. 

Mayor Calvo said that the Ethics Commis-
sion will operate under a new State-
mandated Ethics Ordinance, which im-
poses some fairly onerous financial disclo-
sure requirements on public officials. The 
Ethics Commission members will have the 
responsibility to review these more compli-
cated financial disclosure forms. In addi-
tion, they will have the authority to require 
financial disclosures from officials that 
serve on Town committees. However, they 
are not inclined to do so.  

Mayor Calvo continued that, when writing 
the Resolution, TA Murphy raised the ques-
tion of how long the Ethics Commission 
term of service should be. With his input, 
he decided that the term should be 3 years. 
This means the next term would end on 
December 31, 2015, before the 2016 new 
election cycle begins. However, Council-
members may want to propose a different 
approach. 

 

MPT Wilkinson said, if the term ends at the 
end of 2015, that would make it a 4-year 
term. He actually prefers this because a 3-
year term would put the appointment alter-
natively in the middle of a Council’s term or 
at the end. He thinks it would be better to 
have an Ethics Commission in place before 
a new election cycle starts. Clerk Harper 
noted that the current terms run concur-
rently with the Council’s 2-year terms. 

Mayor Calvo agreed that appointments 
should not be made during an election 
season, nor should the Commission serve 
concurrently with the Council. However, he 
thinks that 4-year terms are too long. He 
proposed that appointments be made at 
the end of the year in which a new Council 
is elected, in this case at the end of 2014. 
He asked for a motion to amend the origi-
nal motion to change the date to December 
31, 2014. CM Dennison so moved. CM 
Ahrens seconded. 
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1. Mayor 

Announcements: CM Dennison con-
gratulated Delegate Gaines on the birth 
her grand daughter Ainsley Tawanna 
Edmonds. MPT Wilkinson was ap-
pointed by Secretary of Commerce John 
Bryson to the Maryland-Washington 
D.C. Export Council on February 9. 

Calendar: The date for Candidates' 
Night was set for April 25. On a motion 
by MPT Wilkinson, and second by CM 
Dennison, the May 21 worksession was 
canceled. 

Minutes: On a motion by MPT Wilkin-
son and second by CM Kulpa-Eddy, the 
February 6 worksession minutes were 
approved 4 to 0. 

Department reports: Mayor Calvo re-
ported that he attended the Prince 
George's County Municipal Association 
(PGCMA) meeting in Colmar Manor. 
There was continued discussion of the 
Fire Commission reforms proposed by 
County Executive Baker last fall. The 
current Fire Commission Chair John 
Alter was present and reported on the 
reform process. Baker has postponed 
further negotiations for another 2 months 
to allow more time to sort out disagree-
ments. Mayor Calvo further noted that 
the PGCMA is in disarray. Previous di-
rectors took advantage of the lack of 
financial protocols. He has agreed to run 
for PGCMA's board of directors in May 
to help put the organization back on its 
feet. Bowie Councilmember Todd Turner 
has taken the lead in instituting needed 
reforms. 

Mayor Calvo said that he received a nice 
email from a resident whose house was 
broken into. The resident was grateful 
for the prompt response from Berwyn 
Heights Police and for Public Works 
boarding up the broken window. 

MPT Wilkinson reported that Public 
Works put a new layer of crushed stone 
onto the 58th Avenue footpath connect-
ing Nevada Street and Goucher Drive. 
CM Kulpa-Eddy announced that there 
are several meetings regarding the 
Greenbelt Metro Sector Plan Amend-
ment in the next month. On March 15, a 
North Core design workshop will take 
place at Springhill Elementary School, 
followed by a March 22 workshop on 
conceptual alternatives, and an April 19 
workshop on preferred alternatives. CM 
Dennison reported the Historical Com-
mittee had a successful Presidents' Day 
reception, at which members of the 
Riverdale Historical Society were pre-
sent for a book signing and slide show 
on Riverdale's history. Indian Creek 
playground construction is expected to 
be completed at the end of March, while 

CM Kulpa-Eddy said that there may be 
legal implications to setting the 2-year term 
to expire at the end of 2014. Legally, a 2-
year term would end 2 years from now, on 
February 8, 2014. She proposed to change 
the wording in the Resolution to read 
“appoint members... to the Berwyn Heights 
Ethics Commission for a term ending on 
December 31, 2014.” Mayor Calvo said he 
thinks that even if the term exceeds 2 years 
exactly, it would still count as a 2-year 
term. However, he proposed to rephrase 
the Resolution to strike “appoint mem-
bers…to 3-year term…” and replace it with 
“appoint members … to a term ending on 
December 31, 2014, with subsequent Eth-
ics Commissions appointed to serve a 2-
year term.” He asked for a motion to 
amend the amended original motion. CM 
Dennison so moved. CM Kulpa-Eddy sec-
onded. 

MPT Wilkinson said that the main purpose 
of the Ethics Commission is to serve as a 
sounding board for ethical issues. He 
thinks that purpose would be better served 
if the Ethics Commission were appointed 
for a 2-year term at the end of one Coun-
cil’s term, i.e. February of an election year, 
rather than at the beginning. Thus a newly-
elected Council would serve under a Com-
mission appointed by some one else. This 
would prevent any stacking of the Ethics 
Commission. Mayor Calvo said this is a 
valid point, but he thinks an equally valid 
point can be made to not appoint the Com-
mission when the election cycle is in pro-
gress. He asked for a vote to approve the 
subsidiary amendment, changing the term 
of service from 3 years to 2 years. The 
Council voted 5 to 0 to change the term. 
The Council voted 5 to 0 for the amend-
ment to change the end date of the 1st 
term of service from December 31, 2015 to 
December 31, 2014. The Council voted 5 
to 0 to approve the Resolution in full. 

9. Citizen Discussion 

There was none. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 p.m. 

Kerstin Harper, Town Clerk 

 

W 
orksession 

February 27, 2012 

 

The meeting was called to 
order at 7:05 p.m. Present were Mayor 
Calvo, MPT Wilkinson, CMs Dennison 
and Kulpa-Eddy. CM Ahrens had an 
excused absence. Also present were 
Town Administrator (TA) Murphy, Clerk 
Harper, Public Works Director Joe Cole-
man and Administrative Assistant Adrian 
Lockley, Emergency Preparedness Co-
Chair Ron Shane, and Darnelly DeJe-
sus. 

 

a committee has been set up to come up 
with recommendations for the renovation 
of the Pop's Park playground. 

Mayor Calvo added that at the March 
Town meeting there will be a presenta-
tion on the new 7-Eleven store that will 
open at the former Dunkin' Donuts loca-
tion. He also noted that he continues to 
hold conversations with Councilmember 
Olson's office and Park & Planning Coor-
dinator Eileen Nivera regarding the con-
struction of a dog park on the west side 
of Berwyn Heights Elementary School 
(BHES), that was proposed by MPT Wil-
kinson. They will meet on site next week 
to discuss the layout of the park. The 56th 
Avenue location turned out to be too 
small and has other problems associated 
with it. 

Citizen comments: MPT Wilkinson said 
that children are eager to test the new 
Indian Creek playground. CM Kulpa-
Eddy received a complaint regarding 
paper flying out of the paper recycling 
container at the school during the last 
storm. MPT Wilkinson said that the con-
tainer has since been emptied and some 
of the paper cleaned up. 

At 7:33 p.m., the Council took a 3 minute 
break. 

Public Works budget request: Mayor 
Calvo welcomed Public Works Director 
Joe Coleman and Administrative Assis-
tant Adrian Lockley. Director Coleman 
said that the year has been going well so 
far. The Public Works crew is enjoying 
the new dump truck and trash truck, 
which make their work easier. Recently, 
the Public Works Department has begun 
to pass out 32 gallon blue recycling con-
tainers, which are receiving positive re-
views from residents. They hold more 
recyclables than the old bins and are 
easier to handle. In response to ques-
tions, Director Coleman said that the 
switch from temporary laborers to perma-
nent part-time employees has worked 
out satisfactorily. The part-time employ-
ees are more reliable and knowledgeable 
than temporary laborers. They work to-
ward becoming full-time employees. The 
new drainage system that has been in-
stalled at the Public Works yard has re-
duced standing water and mud. The pav-
ing of the yard should improve drainage 
still more. 

Director Coleman gave an overview of 
his budget, which is proposed to in-
crease by 1% over FY 2012. He began 
with capital items requests.  

Replacement of a 1997 half-ton Ford 

pickup truck at a cost of approximately 
$40,000. The vehicle has almost 200,000 
miles on it, and the truck bed is rusted 
from year's of snow plowing and salt 
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spreading. This truck is needed for plow-
ing dead end streets and cul-de-sacs. 

 Increase of 50% in building mainte-

nance & repairs appropriation to 
purchase wall heaters for shed, 
bathroom and Director's office; re-
place drafty windows in upper level 
of DPW building with thermal hop-
per windows; and weatherproofing 
exterior doors. 

 Increase of 100% in equipment & 

rentals to purchase commercial 
lawn mowers at a cost of approxi-
mately $1,000 each instead of buy-
ing several $99 push lawn mowers 
a year. It is hoped that these will 
hold up better and save money long 
term. 

 Increase of 40% in street signs & 

traffic appropriation to replace faded 
and outdated street signs with new 
high-intensity reflective signs. The 
replacement program aims to make 
all streets signs conform to regula-
tions. 

 Increase of 108% in office equip-

ment to upgrade existing com-
puters, purchase laptops for online 
training, and purchase a scanner to 
switch to electronic records keep-
ing. Some of the older office com-
puters can no longer open files cre-
ated with new software. 

 Increase of 114% in tools appropria-

tion to cover the increasing cost of 
tools and to purchase additional 
tools so that more repairs can be 
done in house. 

 Increase of 59% in office supplies to 

cover the increased cost of paper 
and ink for the production of reports 
and tracking of trash violations. Also 
covered is the increased cost of first 
aid supplies. 

 Increase of 175% in recycling sup-

plies to purchase 525 additional 32-
gallon recycling bins and replace 
existing bins. 

 Increase of 300% in network/

software support appropriation to 
set up a Public Works website. This 
would enable the department post 
notices and establish a direct link 
with residents to make requests or 
report problems. 

 Increase of 43% in supplies to re-

plenish depleted supplies for paint-
ing, landscaping and various other 
day-to-day tasks. 

 Increase of 100% in miscellaneous 

to absorb costs from unexpected 
contingencies. 

 Increase of 78% in snow & ice re-

moval appropriation, which has re-
mained at the same level for too 
long and no longer reflects real 
snow removal costs. 

 Increase of 21% in communications 

for routine maintenance and pro-
gramming of hand-held radios and 
to comply with a 2013 narrow band-
ing mandate, which requires repro-
gramming the radios. 

 Increase of 50% in overtime salaries 

to pay staff for work completed out-
side normal business hours mainly 
due to storms, as well as Berwyn 
Heights Day and National Night Out. 
This line item has been under 
funded in recent years. 

Mayor Calvo said that Public Works has 
submitted hold-the-line budgets for as 
long as he has been Mayor and no 
longer reflect real funding needs. As a 
result, more line items have been over-
budget in recent years and may require 
adjustment. He then asked a number of 
questions. 

In response, Director Coleman and Mr. 
Lockley said that the pickup truck is the 
last vehicle that is not funded in the vehi-
cle replacement reserve. Its replacement 
was requested last year but was post-
poned. The building maintenance appro-
priation has been at the same level for 
many years. Nonetheless, a number of 
building improvements have been made, 
most recently the installation of 93% effi-
cient gas space heaters that were paid 
for with a grant. This year’s increase is 
requested to make the building more 
energy efficient with insulated windows 
and doors, and installation of self-
regulating, wall-mounted heaters. Pur-
chase of new lawn mowers is funded 
from the equipment & rental appropria-
tion as opposed to capital outlays be-
cause Public Works buys 2 – 3 mowers 
annually. It is hoped that commercial 
mowers will hold up better and need not 
be replaced as often. Leaf and snow 
blowers are also funded from this line 
item, as is rental equipment for road re-
pairs when needed. 

Mayor Calvo said that the purchase of 
new laptops and software proposed in 
the budget might be better done as part 
of a Town-wide IT upgrade plan. A Town
-wide IT plan should be based on an 
audit and include IT training and support. 
Similarly, he thinks the Public Works 
Department does not need its own web-
site, but should work with the Administra-

tion Department to add Public Works 
pages to the Town website. As a small 
Town, the Berwyn Heights website 
should mainly have information about 
the Town, as well as some oft-needed 
forms. 

Mayor Calvo noted that abatements 
were funded from the miscellaneous 
appropriation. He suggested creating a 
separate line item for abatements, which 
would advance funds for abatements of 
tall grass, cleanouts, and other viola-
tions, which would later be recovered in 
liens. Further, the disposal cost of 
bagged leaves should not be lumped in 
with solid waste disposal but accounted 
for in yard waste, so that trends can be 
more easily tracked. 

Lastly, Mayor Calvo asked if Public 
Works is seeing a trend towards less 
volume in the second trash pickup of the 
week as a result of more recycling. He 
hopes to at some point be able to elimi-
nate trash pickups on Fridays and do a 
town-wide pickup on Thursdays. Fridays 
would then be available for other tasks. 
Director Coleman said that he believes 
recycling has picked up. However, he 
does not think it is possible to get the 
entire Town collected on Thursdays. 
Even with the new larger truck, the north
-side pickup usually fills it up because it 
includes a considerable amount of bulk 
trash. 

In response to MPT Wilkinson, Director 
Coleman said that the department has 
not yet obtained quotes for replacing the 
drafty windows in the Public Works build-
ing. The recent energy audit did not 
identify insulated windows as one of the 
top priorities for improving energy effi-
ciency. The walk-behind commercial 
mowers requested in the equipment & 
rentals appropriation cost approximately 
$1,500 each. The street signs & traffic 
appropriation includes funds for reflec-
tive paint additives that will be used in re
-striping crosswalks and other road 
markings. The laptops requested in of-
fice equipment would cost $690 each, 
and have a wireless Internet connection. 
New tools have not been itemized be-
cause they would be purchased when 
needed. The increase in the communica-
tions appropriation is due mainly to re-
programming costs necessitated by the 
mandated narrow-banding of the emer-
gency radios. The cell phones shared 
plan has not increased in price. 

MPT Wilkinson agreed with Mayor Calvo 
that a Town-wide IT plan makes sense, 
and that Public Works should build a 
web page off the Town’s website. Fur-
ther, he agreed that abatements should 
be a separate line item and not included 
in the miscellaneous appropriation. 
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In response to CM Dennison, Director 
Coleman said that the more expensive 
commercial lawn mowers would have a 
longer warranty. Training Public Works 
employees in online classes will be 
cheaper than sending them to a distant 
college or other training facility. 

In response to CM Kulpa-Eddy, Director 
Coleman said that there is now a do-it-
yourself kit for insulating cinder block 
walls, which he would like Public Works 
to try out. As part of the trash enforce-
ment program, Public Works crews are 
trying to track residents that dispose of 
their refuse only once week. 

Mayor Calvo commented that he has the 
impression that the current year esti-
mated expenditures are not well thought 
out. They should not reflect the directors’ 
best hopes but the most likely outcomes. 
This is important information for the 
Council when deliberating on the 
budget. 

Public Works road preservation pro-
gram (postponed to future workses-
sion) 

Neighborhood Watch/Emergency Pre-
paredness budget request: Co-Chair 
Ron Shane presented the NW/EP 
budget request, which is 10% less than 
last year’s. After consulting with former 
Chair Mike Attick, the budget was re-
shaped to reflect a re-orientation of the 
program toward responding to power 
outages. This usually involves setting up 
backup generators at the Town Center 
or other public facility to provide a heat-
ing or cooling center where residents 
can come for a reprieve and use or 
charge up electronics devices. To that 
end, NW/EP wants to save up for a 
smaller, more mobile trailer that can 
transport only the equipment needed for 
setting up a comfort station at the Town 
Center. The trailer with all its supplies is 
more difficult to maneuver and haul 
around Town. 

Ron Shane detailed the items requested 
in the NW/EP budget. 

 $80 for one 30,000 BTU Pro-
pane heaters for outdoor use to 
be stored at the Public Works 
yard. Initially three heaters 
were budgeted, which can be 
purchased at a later date. 

 $320 for two Duraflame Infra-
red Quartz heaters for indoor 
use. 

 [$22 for a portable fan already 
purchased last year.] 

 $600 for maintenance of the 
large emergency trailer, which 
would become more of a sup-
ply storage unit. 

 $166 for two dozen yellow plas-
tic helmets to giveaway on Ber-
wyn Heights Day and National 
Night Out; 

 $276 for twelve PCV knee high 
rain boots to wear in heavy rain 
or during flooding; 

 $138 for six lime green reflec-
tive rain suits. More suits may 
be needed for new volunteers. 

 $200 for printing recruiting fly-
ers and other publicity material 
throughout the year. New vol-
unteers are needed to replace 
the older ones. 

 [$200 for ten pairs of magnetic 
signs. These were already pur-
chased last year.] 

 $300 for six foldable 8’ traffic 
barriers to block off impassable 
streets or keep cars out of an 
event area such as Berwyn 
Heights Day. 

 $500 to replace old laptop for 
command center. A better al-
ternative may be a CD player 
to play emergency prepared-
ness videos. 

Mr. Shane said that the total budget 
request is $3052, minus $400 for items 
not needed. 

Mayor Calvo commented that the Coun-
cil last year decided that any unused 
funds from the $3,000 budget rolls over 
into a trailer replacement fund. Mr. 
Shane welcomed this as a good use of 
funds. TA Murphy said that at this point 
there is $2,350 in the reserve. Mayor 
Calvo said that it appears that some of 
the proposed expenditures are still in 
flux. He would recommend that NW/EP 
focus more on purchasing outdoor 
equipment because the Town can pro-
vide some indoor equipment. The Town 
is also looking into purchasing 2 gas-
powered emergency generators for the 
Town Center. He is not convinced that a 
second, smaller trailer is needed. This 
purchase would require Council ap-
proval. 

Park and Recreation budget request: 
CM Dennison presented her depart-
ment's budget request. She said that the 
PRECA budget is proposed to increase 
by $15,140 or 52% due to the planned 
purchase of new playground equipment 
for Pop's Park, which costs $12,500. 
Also proposed is a $1,200 increase in 
Pop's Park maintenance & repairs, and 
a $1,100 increase in Pop's Park sup-
plies, which would be used for laying 
down a 12” depth of mulch to comply 
with federal regulations. Another small 
increase of $200 is proposed for the 

special events appropriation, which re-
flects the cost associated with new 
events and rental fees for the BHES 
Multi-purpose room, where the Karate 
Club holds classes. There is a proposed 
$200 decrease in the volunteer appre-
ciation line item and a $28 decrease in 
the media center line item. 

CM Dennison explained that she has 
started to put together a Pop's Park 
planning committee to help come up 
with a 5-year capital improvement plan 
and purchase new equipment. The first 
piece of equipment would be geared to 
toddlers, which is under-served with the 
current set up. One criterion in selecting 
equipment is flexibility in adding new 
play elements to it. CM Dennison further 
noted some other accomplishments of 
her department, including moving the 
Indian Creek playground forward, setting 
up an education forum and replacing the 
Senior Center front door with a more 
accessible door. 

In response to MPT Wilkinson, CM Den-
nison said that the playground equip-
ment request was reduced because a 
different piece of equipment was chosen 
for purchase. The Pop's Park utility bill 
has increased because a plumber is 
hired for turning the fountain on in spring 
and off in fall. In addition, some repairs 
had to be made. Her department does 
not have any expenditures related to the 
maintenance of Sports Park, which is 
handled by Park & Planning. There is an 
appropriation of $3,000 to maintain the 
sport field at the elementary school. The 
playground supplies appropriation cov-
ers indoor play equipment for the Play-
group. 

Code appeal: 6210 Quebec Street: 
Mayor Calvo welcomed Darnelly DeJe-
sus who was present to appeal a $400 
fine for renting without a license. He 
explained the code appeal process and 
outlined the case, as reported by the 
Code Department. An investigation of 
whether 6210 Quebec Street is a rental 
property was opened on January 4, 
2012, when Code Director Solomon 
noticed that the Maryland Department of 
Assessment & Taxation records a Vir-
ginia address for the property owner’s 
principal address. On January 7, a vehi-
cle with Maryland license tags was 
parked in the property’s driveway. The 
tags identified the owner to be Lynn 
White and the Quebec Street property 
as her principal address. Officer Hall 
followed up on the case on February 9, 
and spoke to the resident. Ms. White 
stated that she is renting the property 
from Ms. DeJesus, who lives in Virginia. 
On February 10, an immediate $400 fine 
was imposed via certified letter. The 
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letter was received and signed on Febru-
ary 11. On February 13, Ms. DeJesus 
called the office regarding the fine and 
expressed her intent to appeal the fine. 
The appeal letter was received that same 
evening. 

Mayor Calvo asked Ms. DeJesus to state 
her case. Ms. DeJesus said that she 
bought the house on Quebec Street in 
2001 and lived there for 10 years. She 
moved to Virginia last spring, at which 
time Ms. White and her young son 
moved in. A lease was signed in July 
2011. When she moved to Virginia she 
informed Prince George’s County, but 
not the Town of Berwyn Heights. She did 
not know that the Town has a rental li-
cense requirement and was not told so 
by the County. Although she used to 
read the Berwyn Heights Bulletin, she did 
not notice any information about rental 
licensing. 

Mayor Calvo said that the Bulletin had 
extensive coverage of the rental license 
requirement in connection with the adop-
tion of the a revised rental ordinance in 
2005. The $400 immediate fine for rent-
ing without a license was implemented 
because there were too many rentals 
that did not have a license. The penalty 
is the principle means for the Town to 
enforce the license requirement. He 
asked Ms. DeJesus whether it is not the 
property owner's responsibility to find out 
what is necessary to rent a home. 

Ms. DeJesus said that she did try to find 
out what is required. She spoke to the 
County about it, to the bank that holds 
her mortgage, and to friends, who are 
rental owners. She also had the home 
inspected and fixed everything that 
needed repairs. It didn't occur to her to 
ask the Town about renting because she 
didn't know there was anything else to 
find out. This is her first home and the 
first time she is renting. It is a learning 
experience. MPT Wilkinson asked what 
she asked her friends about. Ms. DeJe-
sus said she wanted to get information 
on property management companies and 
how much rent to charge. 

Mayor Calvo said that talking to friends in 
Virginia about renting in Maryland is not 
the best way to find out what she needs 
to do. Pleading ignorance is not usually 
sufficient grounds to waive a fine. If a 
driver is stopped for a speeding violation, 
he or she still has to pay the fine even if 
he didn't know what the speed limit was. 
Ms. DeJesus said that speed limits are 
posted prominently. Mayor Calvo asked 
what else the Town could have done to 
publicize the rental regulations. Ms. De-
Jesus said the Town might periodically 
send out bright-colored flyers, in addition 
to publicizing them in the Bulletin. 

In deliberations, MPT Wilkinson pro-
posed to reduce the fine to $200. While 
not knowing the law is not an excuse, he 
believes Ms. DeJesus made a reason-
able effort to find out what she needed to 
do to rent her home, and came here to-
night from Virginia to plead her case. 
Mayor Calvo said that the fine is not 
much higher than the rental license fee 
of $300 she would have had to pay for 
the period beginning in July 2011 when 
she began to rent her home until now. 
He proposed to reduce the fine to $300. 
CM Kulpa-Eddy said that she would up-
hold the $400 fine. The Town's rental 
license requirement ensures that rental 
homes are inspected by the Town and 
meet all necessary health and safety 
standards. 

CM Dennison moved to reduce the fine 
to $300. MPT Wilkinson seconded. The 
motion passed 4 to 0. Ms. DeJesus was 
informed that she can appeal the fine to 
the District Court, in which case she will 
be given a municipal infraction, or she 
can pay the fine and work with TA Mur-
phy on a payment schedule. 

State legislation – HB-563, SB-567: TA 
Murphy explained that the proposed bills 
may pose a threat to municipal cable TV 
revenues. The Town earns approxi-
mately $50,000 annually from Comcast 
and Verizon franchise taxes and PEG 
grants. He believes that Comcast, which 
has lost a substantial number of sub-
scribers, since Verizon entered the cable 
TV market in Maryland, may be pushing 
this legislation to level the playing field. 
Clerk Harper said that the I-Net Coordi-
nating Committee urges municipalities to 
oppose this legislation because it may 
infringe on their franchising authority if 
adopted. 

MPT Wilkinson said that the bills would 
only establish a Telecommunications 
Commissions to assess the feasibility of 
establishing a competitively neutral tele-
communications tax and fee system. He 
does not see how this would impact the 
Town's revenues at this point. Mayor 
Calvo noted that the proposed Commis-
sion does not have any municipal repre-
sentation, but thinks the Council needs 
more information to take a position op-
posing the legislation. The matter was 
postponed until more information is avail-
able. 

2. Public Works 

60th Avenue footpath: MPT Wilkinson 
said that the gravel footpath that con-
nects Pontiac Street with Quebec Street 
below the BHES rear parking lot is in 
disrepair. Over time rainstorms have 
washed off the gravel and made the sur-
face uneven. Public Works proposes to 

smooth out and re-grade the path and 
pave it with asphalt. Mayor Calvo said 
that he wants to hold off on the decision 
until after he has met with Danielle Gla-
ros, County Councilmember Olson's 
legislative aide, and Eileen Nivera, 
Park& Planning supervisor, to discuss 
the installation of a dog park at the west 
side of the school. The entrance to a 
dog park might be built off the footpath 
and necessitate improvements to it. No 
action was taken. 

3. Administration 

Election judge replacement: Clerk 
Harper said that one of the election 
judges had to withdraw from the board 
because of a work conflict. Robin 
Walukonis, a former chief election judge, 
agreed to step in. CM Kulpa-Eddy 
moved to appoint Ms. Walukonis. CM 
Dennison seconded. The motion passed 
4 to 0. 

4. Code Compliance 

Code appeal (discussed under 
Mayor's agenda) 

5. Parks and Recreation 

Indian Creek playground dedication: 
The date for the playground dedication 
was set for April 21. 

Pop's Park safety: CM Dennison said 
that a playground vendor identified some 
safety concerns at the playground and 
recommended that the climbing arch be 
moved further from fence. 

Nothing was discussed under 6. Public 

Safety. 

The meeting was adjourned 
at 10:37 p.m. 

 

Kerstin Harper, Town Clerk 

 

Look for the  
Street 
Sweeper 
logo in the 
Sunday col-
umn of the 

Town Calendar on Page 35.  It 
identifies the week(s) in which our 
streets will be swept during the 
month. 

Please try not to park in the street 
wherever possible when the street 
sweeper comes to Berwyn Heights.  

Clean streets ensure better storm 
water drainage and prevent freezing 
of dammed water.  And they make 
the Town look better! 
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PEPCO 
 IMPORTANT TELE- 

PHONE NUMBERS 

English Speaking  

Customers 

CALL (202) 872-3432  

TO REPORT 

Downed Wires, Burning Wires, Struck 
Poles or Life Threatening Electrical 

System Situations 

CALL (877) 737-2662 TO REPORT 

Power Outages   

CALL (877) 737-2662 TO REPORT 

Report Street Light Out  

(Need Pepco Pole Number and 

house  number of nearest house) 

Hard of Hearing Customers 

TTY (202) 872-2369 

Spanish Speaking Customers 

CALL (202) 872-4641 por  

Servicio en Espanol  

Languages other than English or 

Spanish  

CALL (202) 833-7500 

Customers with Emergency Medical  

or Life Support Equipment or Special 

Needs 

CALL (202) 833-7500 FOR  

Registration to be on Priority List 

   

 

 

 

 

 

BHES Gardens CLEANUP 

April 14th at 10 am 
Rain Date:  April 21st at 10 am 
Come join in and help clean up the front 
gardens at Berwyn Heights Elementary 
School. Explore gardening by doing. Bring 
your kids and help them learn about the 
importance of growing plants. Bring your 
favorite tool, too.   
Please contactTherese Forbes at 
Therese@CelticClans.com for more infor-
mation.   
Please join our yahoo group at http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/BHESgardens/ 

mailto:Therese@CelticClans.com
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/BHESgardens/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/BHESgardens/
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SPONSORED BY THE BERWYN HEIGHTS RECREATION COUNCIL 

Interested in performing? Fill out the form below and return it to the Berwyn Heights Community Center, 

Town Center, or Elementary School or contact Kristen Buker (KristenBuker@aol.com, 443-623-0013) for 

more information. Permission slips are due by Thursday, April 5. If your performance will be accompa-

nied by music, a copy of that music is due with your permission slip. 

A Dress Rehearsal will be held on Thursday, April 12 at 6:30 P.M. 

          Performer’s Name ___________________________________________________________ Age ________________________ 

         Teacher’s Name:            

         Talent:      Group Name, if applicable:     

         Will you be performing to music?  Do you have any special requirements for your performance (for example, a table or chair)?      

        

         I give permission for my child           

         to participate in the Berwyn Heights Talent Show. 

         Date:       Parent/Guardian Telephone No. ________________ E-mail Address ___________ 

 

mailto:KristenBuker@aol.com
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RECREATION COUNCIL NEWS & EVENTS 
BERWYN HEIGHTS DAY 
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Your Neighborhood Family Dental Office 

Cosmetic and Family Dentistry 

 

 

Aaron I. Linchuck, D.D.S., P.A. 

Norman R. Ressin, D.D.S., P.A. 

 

6201 Greenbelt Road, U-5 

Science Park Medical Building 

Berwyn Heights, MD 20740 

301-441-2550 

 

 

 New Patients Welcome 

 Britesmile® Teeth Whitening 

 Crown and Bridgework 

 Implant Restoration 

 Tooth Colored Fillings  

 Digital X-rays       

 Complete and Partial Dentures 

 Denture Repairs 

 Most Insurances Accepted 

 Interest Free Financing Available 

 

Are you a snorer? We can help you.  

New treatments being offered to help  

you and your loved one get a better  

night’s sleep. 

 

New Patient Special 

$86 

Exam, X-rays & 

Cleaning 

Senior Discount Plan  

 

We offer a discount plan for 

Seniors 65yrs and over  
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All interested residents are welcome. 
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MEET THE TOWN COUNCIL 
CANDIDATES 

 

Candidates’ Night 
April 25 — 8:00 P.M.— TOWN CENTER 

 

Join us for an interesting Town Hall meeting with the people run-
ning in the May 1 Town Council election. The meeting will be 
broadcast live on Channel 71 (Comcast) and Channel 12 (FIOS) 

  

Candidates Rose Almoguera, Cheye Calvo, Patti Dennison,  
Jodie Kulpa-Eddy and James Wilkinson will introduce them-
selves and their platform.  A moderator will take questions from 
the floor.  This is a great opportunity to talk directly to all candi-
dates and get your questions answered. 

CANDIDATE PROFILES 
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Continued on Page 20 
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The Town Council of the Town of Berwyn Heights will introduce and hold a public 
hearing on the proposed budget for the Town for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
2013, at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, April 11, 2012, at the Town Administration Build-
ing, 5700 Berwyn Road, Berwyn Heights. 
 

The Public Hearing is open to the public and public testimony or comments are en-
couraged. Persons with questions regarding this hearing may call (301) 474-5000 
for further information. 

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  

PROPOSED TOWN BUDGET  

FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING  

JUNE 30, 2013 (See Pages 22-23) 

 

The Town Council of the Town of Berwyn Heights will introduce and hold a public 
hearing on the proposed budget for the Special Public Safety Taxing District for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, April 11, 2012, at the 
Town Administration Building, 5700 Berwyn Road, Berwyn Heights. 
 

The Public Hearing is open to the public and public testimony or comments are en-
couraged. Persons with questions regarding this hearing may call (301) 474-5000 
for further information. 

 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  

PROPOSED SPECIAL PUBLIC  

SAFETY TAXING DISTRICT BUDGET  

FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING  

JUNE 30, 2013 (See Page 24) 
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BUDGET 
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BUDGET 
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BGGC 
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BULLETIN ADVERTISING 

RATES 

TERM 

RESI-

DENT NON-RESIDENT 

EIGHTH (1/8) PAGE 
1 Month $30.00  $36.00  

6 Months $162.00  $192.00  

12 Months $230.00  $336.00  

QUARTER (1/4) PAGE 
1 Month $50.00  $72.00  

6 Months $270.00  $384.00  

12 Months $384.00  $672.00  

HALF (1/2) PAGE 

1 Month $100.00  $144.00  

6 Months $540.00  $768.00  

12 Months $768.00  $1,344.00  

FULL PAGE  

1 Month $200.00  $288.00  

6 Months $1,080.00  $1,536.00  

12 Months $1,536.00  $2,688.00  
      

SUPPORT OUR BULLETIN  

ADVERTISERS                

PG. 

As You Like It Heating and Air 
Conditioning LLC 

34 

Cameron Brothers Home Im-
provements 

34 

Cook’s Quality Lawn Care  30 

Richard H. Gehring Home Im-
provements 

32 

Thomas A. Gentile,  
Attorney-at-Law 

32 

Holy Redeemer 34 

Henry’s PaInting & Decorating 31 

Drs. Aaron L. Linchuck & Nor-
man R. Resslin D.D.S. 

16 

Sharon McCraney,  
Long & Foster 

28 

Metro Construction Group 12 

Metro Real Estate 12 

Bob Neri, Century 21,  
Trademark 

26 

DO YOU HAVE AN OUTSTANDING  

SPEED CAMERA TICKET ??? 

Please note, if you have an unpaid speed 

camera ticket from the last 6 months, you 

are subject to an additional late fee and 

having your vehicle registration flagged.  

 $40.00 late fee applies if a speed 

camera ticket remains unpaid for 

more than 45 days from the date of 

issuance; 

 $40.00 flagging fee to re-register a 

flagged vehicle if a speed camera 

ticket remains unpaid for more than 

60 days from the date of issuance. 

 Late fee and Flagging fee are in 

addition to any processing fees 

charged by the MVA. 
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BHHC 
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MCCRANEY 
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PTA 
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“Celebrating 25 Years in Town” 

 The Senior Center is open from 10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M., Monday through Friday.  Drop in and meet your 

neighbors.  Also check the boards for special activities.  Drop in to the Center, or attend the meeting, and 

find out what’s going on.  There is always something to do even if it is just getting together. 

April 3 Bingo 12:30 P.M. 

April 4 Wii Bowling 10:30 A.M. 

April 5 Game Night 7:00 P.M. 

April 10 Meeting 11:00 A.M.  Bingo  1:00 P.M. 

April 11 Wii Bowling 11:00 A.M. 

April 12 Game Night 7:00 P.M. 

April 14 Potluck Dinner & Movie 5:00 P.M. 

April 17 Bingo 12:30 P.M. 

April 18 Wii Bowling 10:30 A.M. 

April 19 Game Night 7:00 P.M. 

April 24 Meeting & Potluck 11:00 A.M.  Bingo  1:00 P.M. 

April 25 Wii Bowling 10:30 P.M. 

April 26  Game Night 7:00 P.M. 

April 28 Movie 2:00 P.M. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO APRIL ACTIVITIES 

EPA CERTIFIED 

BONDED & INSURED 

MHIC 129054 

FREE ESTIMATES 

 Please give us a call: 

 (301) 300-1347 or 

 (571) 245-8421 

April 2 Joyce Bilger 

April 3 Mary Biggs 

April 4 Bettie Prosise 

April 5 Mike Attick 

April 6 Bertha Davies 

April 8 Dick O’Connor 

April 9 Marlene Carlson 

April 11 Louise Barkley 

 Eddie Daffron 

April 12 Beverly Goodwin 

April 15 Stanley Piope 

April 25 Martha Baxter 

April 27 Ruth Woodhouse 

  

  

MAY 3 —  

HARRINGTON SLOTS 

Cost $31.00.  You will get a 

free buffet and $15.00 to play 

with.  $31.00 due April 15.  

Questions call:  Margritt 

Vausse (301-356-5566) 

HENRY’S 
Painting & Decorations, Inc. Interior & Exterior  

Custom Paint 

Drywall Repairs 

Plastering 

Power Washing 

Staining 

Wallpaper Removal 

Water Damage Repairs 
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Rooms for Rent: $450.00 - $500.00. 
Please call (301) 237-2829.  

House Cleaning: Berwyn Heights resi-
dent since 2000 - with 25 years profes-
sional house cleaning experience and 
takes pride in the work done looking for 
new clients. References in Town and out 
of town are available. Please give me a 
call and let me help tackle the house 
cleaning for you. Free estimates. Please 
call (301) 474-3024.  

Bookkeeping Services: Elite Book-
keeping offers payroll services, business 
registration, and translations. Se habla 
espanol. Visit elitebk.com. Contact Maria 
at maria@elitebk.com or at 240-898
6438.  

Web Design: Cmd27.com offers web 
design and original photography for busi-
nesses or individuals. Please contact 
services@cmd27.com for a free consul-
tation.  

Catholic Homeschoolers: Surely we 
aren't the only Catholic home school 
family in Berwyn Heights! Call us and 
let's get together. Eric and Wendy, 301} 
345-8077.  

House Cleaning: Help with shopping, 
cooking, etc. 40-year resident of Berwyn 
Heights.  Very reliable and reasonable 
rates.  Please call DJ at (301) 345-1746.  

Do you need an affordable daycare? 
Hi, my name is Carol and I would like to 
help you. I'm CPR certified and I have 
three children on my own. Give me a call 
if I'm the one you need. (301) 474-0963.  

STRESSED!!! Are you a Senior, a rela-
tive or friend of a Senior? Are you, or 
they, worried about staying home long-
term? If you'd  like some direction or 
assistance, without alienating your loved 
one, I CAN HELP YOU. Sealani Weiner, 
Geriatric Care Manager. Licensed Inde-
pendent Clinical Social Worker in MD & 
DC, Certified Care Manager AND Ber-

wyn Heights resident.  240-965-7274. 

Child Care:  Loving, licensed child care 
in BH, Monday thru Friday, 6:30 A.M. to 
5:30 P.M.  Call 301 (313) 9131. 

Computer Repair:  Having computer 
problems? Want files moved from an old 
computer to a new one? Flat rates 
cheaper than any store around. Call Ja-
son 301-919-9980. 

 We’re told they’re good for us, but 
why do sunscreen, jogging and whole 
grains contribute to immune depletion 
and obesity?  Your doctor cannot tell you 
why, but I will.  SCOTT 301-325-8223. 

BULLETIN BOARD 

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS 

Boys & Girls Club  

Soccer Commissioner: Tino Menjivar 
 301-614-8933 

Softball Commissioner (acting): Dave 
 Carter 301-441-2263 

Baseball Commissioner: Ronnie Comp
 ton 301-345-2661 

Tee Ball Commissioner: Jim Hudson 
 301-982-2052 

Basketball Commissioner (acting): Kris
 ten Buker 240-965-7055 

Cheerleading Commissioner: Kristen 
 Buker 240-965-7055 

Ball Hockey Commissioner: Kevin Con
 nover 301 441 1569 

Track Commissioner: Jeff Osmond 301-
 474-2737 
 

Neighborhood Watch/Environmental 

Protection/CERT 

Co-Chair Ron Shane 240-965-7022  

Co-Chair Joan Hayden 301-474-5037 
 

Historical Committee 

 M. David Williams 301-345-6214 
 

Men’s League 

 Jim McGinnis 301-345-1223 

 

Playgroup 

 Rose Almoguera 301-446-2427 
 

Quilter’s Club 

  Lois Williams 301-345-6214 

 

Recreation Council 

 Trinity Tomsic 301-474-6350 
 

Seniors Club 

 Jean McConnell 301-345-6373  

 

 

Richard H. Gehring 

Home Improvements 

Remodeling & Repairs 

Carpentry — Drywall  

 Painting 

Serving Berwyn Heights 

For over 25 Years 

MHIC #84145  

Telephone 

301-441-1246 

Lawn mowing and trimming, yard rak-
ing and cleanup, basement cleanout, 
painting, plumbing, general handyman. 
Reasonable rates and flexible schedule. 
Call Phil at 202-718-8530. Berwyn 
Heights references available. 

Attention Seniors: Kind, compassionate 
Berwyn Heights resident available to go 
grocery shopping, run errands, etc. 
Please call Mary Ann at (301) 982-9295.  

Childcare: Miss Debbie, the Mary Pop-
pins childcare provider of 29 years in 
B.H. is ISO another family.  Will play, 
read, color, do puzzles but no heavy 
housework as your child is more impor-
tant.  Will also watch children on week-
ends and evenings. Call (301)345-7622. 

Need Computer help? Call RJ 240-602-
0815. Microsoft A+ Certified.  

Licensed Family Daycare:  Opening for 
infant to 12 years old.  Before and after 
care for BH Elementary School available. 
Vouchers are accepted.  Meals are pro-
vided.  Openings are Monday-Friday 
from 6 AM to 6 PM.  Please contact Ka-
runa at 301-345-2939. 

“Berwyn Heights Republicans invite 
you to join us! If you are interested in 
getting together with us or if you would 
like more information, please contact 
Lorraine by email at gotv12@yahoo.com. 
 

Tutor:  High school math, science, his-
tory and writing.  Please call 301-982-
9636. 

Need Help with Grass Cutting, Yard 
Work or Pet Sitting? Call Jeremy (16 
yrs) or Shane (15 yrs) at 301-474-2002. 

"Free mulch delivery & more. Minimum 
10 bags. (240) 487-8941." 
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 a rock through the rear window of the 
vehicle. 

02/13/12 at 12:55 pm, Pfc. Ignowski was 
approached by a 49 Y/O, B/F, a VA resi-
dent who wanted to report to him that 
she is being stalked by a 46 Y/O, B/F, 
also a VA resident. The victim works in 
Berwyn Heights and noticed that she is 
being followed by the 46 Y/O female. 

02/15/11 between10:30am-10:49 am, a 
burglary occurred in the 6000 block of 
Berwyn Rd., Berwyn Heights, MD. Un-
known person smashed through a rear 
storm door and entered the domicile. 
Once inside, the suspect triggered the 
motion detector and fled scene. 

02/16/11 at 4:15 pm, Pfc. Krouse was 
approached by a Town resident who 
stated that her purse was stolen from her 
car while it was parked at the 7-11 on 
Edmonston Rd., on 02/07/12. 

01/18/12 at 7:20 am, Pfc. Ignowski dis-
covered that a Berwyn Heights Police car 
was vandalized. The vehicle was parked 
at the location of 6000 block of Berwyn 
Road to deter crime at the scene of a 
recent attempted burglary of a domicile. 
An unknown person threw a rock through 
the driver’s side window.  

02/19/12 at 11:12 pm, Pfc. Thompson 
impounded a 1998 Toyota at the location 
of 6300 block of Greenbelt Road. The 
vehicle had a compulsory insurance vio-
lation. 

02/20/12 at 10:40 am, Pfc. Ignowski re-
sponded to the 5600 block of Ruatan 
Street for a report of a theft from a 2000 
Honda. An unknown person(s) took an in
-dash radio from the vehicle. 

02/23/12 at 7:18 pm, Pfc. Krouse ob-
served a 2001 Jeep speeding at the loca-
tion of 8800 block of Edmonston Road. 
After conducting a traffic stop, further 
investigation revealed that the driver of 
the vehicle was suspended and had a 
warrant for ‘non-compliance of child sup-
port’. Michael Lee Todd a 49 Y/O, W/M, 
from Clinton, MD was arrested and trans-
ported to the Prince George’s County 
Sheriff Department without incident. His 
vehicle was also impounded. 

02/24/12 at 11:45 pm, Pfc. Roberson 
impounded a 2006 Dodge Magnum at 
the location of 5700 block of Greenbelt 
Road. Investigation revealed that the 
said vehicle was travelling at 60 mph on 
a 40 mph posted zone. Further investiga-
tion revealed that the driver of the said 
vehicle was suspended along with his 
registration. 

02/25/12 at 11:00 am, Pfc. Ignowski re-
sponded to the 8400 block of Ballew 
Avenue for a report of an attempted bur-
glary. On scene, the officer found that 
the padlock to the gate was missing. No 
other unusual circumstances were ob-
served. 

02/26/12 at 10:50 am, Pfc. Ignowski re-
sponded to the 5600 block of Ruatan 
Street for an animal complaint. Investiga-
tion revealed that a resident of the Town 
owns two Pitt-Bulls and is in violation of 
the Prince George’s County Code Sec-
tion 03-185.01. The owner could not 
provide any County registrations for the 
dogs and was letting the dogs running 
around the Town without the owner. At 
which time Pfc. Ignowski contacted the 
Prince George’s County Animal Manage-
ment for follow up investigation. 

02/27/12 at 11:30 am, Pfc. Ignowski ap-
prehended Ernest Lee Waiters, a 35 Y/
O, B/M, a resident of Upper Marlboro, 
MD for an outstanding warrant. Mr. Wait-
ers was arrested at the 5411 Berwyn 
Road and transported to the Prince 
George’s County Sheriff Department.  

BERWYN HEIGHTS POLICE BEAT 
“Police Beat” includes crimes 
and accidents that occurred 
during the month of February 
2012.  It is not a complete list-
ing of every crime and/or acci-

dent that occurred in the Town.  Inci-
dents are listed from beginning of the 
month to the end of the month starting 
with the first report taken during the pe-
riod within a specified category. 

02/01/12 at 5:30 am, Sgt. Moroney re-
sponded to the 8800 block of 58th Ave-
nue for a report of vandalism to a 1999 
Ford Truck. Unknown person(s) threw a 
brick through the victim’s windshield of 
his truck. 

02/01/12 at 11:00 am, Cpl. Bennett re-
sponded to the 6000 block of Quebec 
St., for a report of vandalism to a 2002 
Ford Truck. Unknown person(s) spray 
painted profanity words on the victim’s 
truck.  

02/05/12 at 11:45 pm, Pfc. Thompson 
impounded a 1997 Ford Escort from the 
location of the 6300 block of Greenbelt 
Road for expired tags. Further investiga-
tion revealed that the driver of the vehi-
cle, a 24 Y/o, H/M, from Greenbelt MD 
was also driving without a license. 

02/05/12 at 1:35 pm, Pfc. Ignowski re-
sponded to the 8400 block of 57th Ave-
nue for a report of an attempted bur-
glary. The reporting person noticed that 
his screen from the front window was 
lying on the ground by his flower bed.  

02/06/12 at 1:17 pm, Pfc. Ignowski initi-
ated a traffic stop at the location of 6000 
block of Greenbelt Road. The violator, a 
51 Y/O, B/M, from Silver Spring, MD, 
who was driving a 1999 Ford truck was 
stopped for having a loud and modify 
exhaust. The driver became agitated 
and started yelling at the officer, claim-
ing that he was being racially profile. He 
further refuses to sign his citation and 
continues to yelled profanity at the offi-
cer. The violator was later sent on way 
after the officer wrote ‘refused’ in the 
signatory line.  

02/07/12 at 5:02 pm, Pfc. Krouse im-
pounded a 1995 Honda Accord from the 
location of 8800 block of Edmonston 
Road for speeding. Investigation later 
revealed that the driver, a 46 Y/O, H/M 
from Hyattsville, MD was driving on a 
suspended license. 

02/11/12 at 9:02 am, Pfc. Ignowski re-
sponded to the 5800 block of Seminole 
Street for a report of vandalism to a 
2001 GMC Yukon truck. Investigation by 
the officer revealed that someone threw 

NON-EMERGENCY 

POLICE DISPATCH 

PHONE NUMBER 

301-352-1200 

Here is the Procedure for getting 

Berwyn Heights police officer re-

sponse for non-emergency police 

service or assistance. 

1. Call 301-352-1200 (P.G. 

County Police).   

2. Give dispatcher your name, 

address where you are, a 

phone number where you can 

be reached, and explain why 

you need a police officer. 

3. Critically Important:  Tell the 

dispatcher that you want the 

on-duty Berwyn Heights police 

officer to contact you or to re-

spond. 

4. In an emergency, Call 911. 
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TOWN INFORMATION 

Town of Berwyn Heights Phone Nos. 
Emergency - Fire Rescue  .........................  9-1-1  

Police (Non-Emergency) …………………  (301) 333-4000  

Police Administrative Office  .....................  (301) 474-6554  

Code Compliance Department  ................  (301) 513-9331  

Public Works Department  .........................  (301) 474-6897  

          Email:  publicworks@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Fire Department  ........................................  (301) 474-7866  

Senior Center  ............................................  (301) 474-0018   

Community Center (Gym)  .........................  (301) 345-2808  

Town Office  ...............................................  (301) 474-5000  

         Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Call-A-Bus Reservations …………………. (301) 474-5000  

Maryland Relay Service (TTY)…………….    1(800) 735-2258  

Mayor and Council 
 

Cheye Calvo (301) 474-6350 ccalvo@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Mayor — Public Safety and Health 
 

James Wilkinson (301) 982-5152 jwilkinson@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Mayor Pro Tem — Department of Public Works     (please call before 8:30 p.m.) 
 

Richard Ahrens (301) 474-3328 rahrens@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Councilmember — Code Compliance, Construction and Transportation 
 

Patti Dennison (301) 404-2759 pdennison@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Councilmember — Parks and Recreation, Education and Civic Affairs 
 

Jodie Kulpa-Eddy (301) 345-1516  jkulpaeddy@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Councilmember — Administration  

Regular Trash Collection Schedule 
North of Pontiac…………… Mondays & Thursdays 

South of Pontiac…………… Tuesdays & Fridays 

Heavy Trash Day: 

Weekly on Thursday for North of Pontiac 

Weekly on Friday for South of Pontiac 

Recycling Schedule: 

Wednesdays for the entire Town. 

Town Helpline 
Do you have a suggestion or problem or a 

question on an ordinance, or have a histori-

cal question?  Want to receive meeting 

agendas or minutes by email? 

Email Town at 

contact@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Be assured that your communication 

will be answered promptly 

Watch Council Meetings 
 

On Comcast channel 71 

FIOS channel 12 

 

Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 

at 11:30 a.m. 

or call the Town Office 

to request a play time. 

Questions or advertising rates — call Administration Department at (301) 474-5000. 

Or email:  emurphy@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Submission deadline is the 15th of the month by 12:00 noon! 

Helen Van Doren, Design & Layout 

Town of Berwyn Heights Website:  http://www.berwyn-heights.com 


