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Town Meeting Minutes
July 14, 2021 | 7:00 p.m.
This meeting was held by videoconference due to the ongoing COVID-19 health emergency and was broadcast on Berwyn Heights cable TV channels and streamed on the Town website. Residents could comment by calling 301-474-9570 or e-mailing Mayor Dewey at adewey@berwynheightsmd.gov. 
Call to order
Present are Mayor Amanda Dewey, Mayor Pro Tempore Jodie Kulpa-Eddy, CM Chris Brittan-Powell, CM Jason Papanikolas, Town Manager Laura Allen and Town Clerk Melanie Friesen.  CM Ethan Sweep was excused tardy and joined the meeting 10 minutes late.  Also present were Ryan Wagner of the Berwyn Heights Volunteer Fire Department (BHVFD) and Susan Jones of the Recreation Council. 
Pledge of Allegiance

1. Announcements
Mayor Dewey made an announcement regarding the vaccination requirement to visit the Senior Center.  After speaking with the County liaison, the Town was informed that the County no longer requires proof of vaccination to visit the Senior Center.  Residents who had filled out waivers were informed they are welcome to retrieve them from the Town Hall or that after a period they will be destroyed as not necessary to business.   New waivers will be drafted for Town events during COVID-19 by the Town Attorney.  
2. Approval of Agenda
CM Brittan-Powell made the motion to approve the agenda.  CM Sweep seconded.  The motion passed unanimously and without discussion. 
3. Public Hearing-Resolution 6-2021 Berwyn Heights Volunteer Fire Department Approving Financing of Fire Truck Purchase. 
Mayor Dewey introduced the purpose of the Public Hearing.  TM Allen explained that the purpose of Resolution 6-2021 is to grant the Mayor the authority to sign documents that will allow the BHVFD to access lower government interest rates, thus saving them money on the purchase of a new fire truck.  TM Allen further explained that by signing these documents, the Town is not taking on any financial responsibility for the lease/purchase, reiterating that this simply is a step that allows the BHVFD to access government financing options.  Mr. Ryan Wagner of BHVFD explained that this is the second time the BHVFD has utilized these financing options.  Mayor Dewey opened the Public Hearing.  MPT Kulpa-Eddy asked what kind of vehicle was being purchased. Mr. Wagner said that it was a Heavy Rescue Squad, to replace the oldest rescue vehicle in the fleet.  MPT Kulpa-Eddy asked for clarification on if this was a purchase or a lease. Mr. Wagner explained that it is a purchase.  CM Brittan-Powell asked for clarification on the purpose and what the goal of the process is if the Town has fiscal responsibility.  TM Allen explained that the MOU defines the relationship between the Town and the BHVFD.  The Certificate of Approval allows the BHVFD to access lower interest rates as defined by IRS rules. Mayor Dewey announced she was receiving messages from residents that the phone was not working.  An alternate number was provided to residents.   Mr. Attick called and asked why the BHVFD chose the E1 vehicle to purchase.  Mr. Wagner explained that this was the model that best met the needs of the BHVFD based on specs provided during the bid process.  Mr. Attick had additional questions that were directed to resident comment period. There were no other resident comments on the hearing.  Mayor Dewey called for a motion to close the hearing.  CM Papanikolas moved to close the hearing.  CM Sweep seconded.  After no discussion the motion passed unanimously.  
4. Consent:
CM Sweep moved to accept the Consent Agenda. CM Brittan-Powell seconded.  During discussion MPT Kulpa-Eddy raised questions about the minutes from June 7, 2021 and June 21, 2021. Mayor Dewey requested a motion to remove those minutes from the Consent Agenda.  MPT Kulpa-Eddy made a motion to split the June 7 and June 21, 2021 minutes in question from the Consent Agenda. CM Papanikolas seconded.  After no discussion the motion to split the minutes passed unanimously.  CM Brittan-Powell moved to accept the Consent Agenda as amended. CM Sweep seconded.  After no discussion the motion passed unanimously.  
Items Removed from the Consent Agenda
A. June 7, 2021 Worksession Minutes discussion.  
MPT Kulpa-Eddy requested that a participant be identified as present at the beginning of the meeting along with his affiliation, Mr. David Sullivan of Rogers Consulting. Minutes were amended to reflect the changes requested.  MPT Kulpa-Eddy made the motion to accept the minutes as amended.  CM Papanikolas seconded.  Motion passed unanimously. 
B. June 21, 2021 Worksession Minutes discussion. 
MPT Kulpa-Eddy questioned which set of minutes, of the two that were included in the packet, was to be voted on. TC Friesen explained which set of minutes was to be voted on (the “Combined Edits” version) and the reason for both sets to be included in the packet.  MPT Kulpa-Eddy noted an incomplete sentence at the end of Section 3, Paragraph E.  Mayor Dewey suggested an edit to complete the sentence.  MPT Kulpa-Eddy also expressed that it is not the desire of the Council to return to a verbatim style of minutes.  MPT Kulpa-Eddy moved to approve the minutes as amended.  CM Sweep seconded the motion.  After no discussion, the motion passed unanimously.  
5. Mayor & Councilmember Reports
Mayor Dewey reiterated that the Town is in line with current County requirements and that no registration is required to utilize the Senior Center.  Thursday, July 15th from 12-12:45 County Councilmember Glaros is hosting a “meet and greet” for the new County Chief of Police.  She highlighted the focus on noise complaints by the BHPD.  Mayor Dewey spoke briefly about attending MML and reminded residents that MML reports will be on upcoming Worksession agenda.  She highlighted the Beltway Plaza Redevelopment Site Plan Public Meetings will be held near the AMC Monday July 19 from 5-6PM and Tuesday July 20 from 12-1PM. She reminded one last time that fireworks of any kind are illegal in Berwyn Heights and Prince George’s County and requested that residents take advantage of the Fireworks Amnesty program and turn in their fireworks.  Schoolboard Representative Joshua Thomas is unavailable for the 4 Cities Meeting but one of his representatives will join the meeting.  She once again encourages everyone to get vaccinated. She also made an adjustment to Council Assignments and CM Brittan-Powell has been assigned to Administration and CM Papanikolas has been assigned to Code Compliance. 
MPT Kulpa-Eddy had two reports.  She wanted to let all know there is a Joint Public Hearing between the County Council and the County Planning board on September 13 & 14, providing all interested persons an opportunity to express their views on the county wide zoning map amendment, the final step to updating the County’s 50-year-old Zoning Ordinance. Additionally, there was a County Council briefing on the Youth and County-wide sports division.  They are looking to add programs at neighborhood parks, not just regional parks as is currently done.  They are creating a “one stop shop” landing page for reservations for all facilities and MPT Kulpa-Eddy would like the Town to follow this so that all permit requirements for Sports Park become a part of that reservation process as well.  There will be another briefing in September. CM Brittan-Powell engaged MPT Kulpa-Eddy to inquire about future planning for COVID like events and which Town groups might be best to help facilitate planning. 
CM Papanikolas reminded everyone that during construction projects, materials should not be left out and should be maintained, covered, and kept neat. He also reminded residents that the grass needs to be kept under 10 inches and that invasive species need to be kept under control.  Also, to make sure that all Town building permits have been obtained when beginning a project.  
CM Brittan-Powell deferred to TM Allen for any Administrative updates.  TM Allen reported that things are running well with staff pitching in to cover vacations and reviewed the staff office rearrangements. 
CM Sweep reminded everyone that the Street Sweeper will be in town from July 26 through 30 and to please not park on the street as much as possible.  He addressed the missed recycling pick-ups that happened today. He also talked about the electronic recycling event at Greenbelt on July 24, 2021.
6. Committee Reports

Education Advisory Committee: MPT Kulpa-Eddy gave the update. There was no meeting in June.  The next meeting is July 26th.  They provided 3 scholarships to the STEAM summer camp at the Berwyn Heights Community Center.  The first rounds of applications for the Educational Grant are due August 15.
Green Team: Mayor Dewey gave the update. There are two events on the horizon.  The first is a tree walk in September.  Details have yet to be finalized.  The second is a quarterly clean up after Halloween. She reminded everyone that the Green Team is willing to provide a second set of eyes for tree issues and that they are working on a social media series on native plants and BeeCityUSA certification.  There was also an update on the Thriving Earth Exchange with an interview coming up for a new scientist.  
Historical Committee: MPT Kulpa-Eddy gave the update.  The next meeting is Wednesday, July 28, at 7:30 PM when officer nominations are due.  There will be no meeting in August and officer elections will take place in September.  They are working on an update to the digital walking tour and a possible guided Halloween walking tour.  
Neighborhood Watch/ Emergency Preparedness: Mayor Dewey gave the update.  She emphasized the focus on loud vehicles and encouraged people to reach out to the police department with details on noise issues.  The group discussed National Night Out.  MPT Kulpa-Eddy asked about the next meeting.  Mayor Dewey believed the date would be contingent on what happens with National Night Out. 
Recreation Council: Susan Jones from the Rec Council gave the update.  She spoke about the Town Social at the Berwyn Heights Community Center at 6PM on July 21.  Rain date will be July 22nd.  Summer Concerts have been approved at Lake Artemesia, one a month through October.  The first will be Thursday, August 5th from 6-8 PM.  She discussed the plans and ideas for concerts for September and October. She hopes to do a Trunk-or-Treat in October.  Next meeting will be August 4, probably in person.
7. New Business
      Floating Holiday, Juneteenth: Mayor Dewey gave a brief synopsis of the occasion for the addition of the floating holiday, to be attached to the Christmas Holiday for 2021 and 2021 alone.  CM Sweep moved to approve Resolution 5-2021.  MPT Kulpa-Eddy seconded the motion.  After no discussion, the motion passed unanimously.  
      Berwyn Heights Volunteer Fire Department Agreement: TM Allen recommended that the Council first adopt the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the BHVFD and then authorize Mayor Dewey to sign the agreement and pass Resolution 6-2021. CM Brittan-Powell moved to approve the MOU.  CM Papanikolas seconded.  After no discussion, the motion passed unanimously.  CM Sweep moved to approve Resolution 6-2021. CM Papanikolas seconded.  After no discussion, the motion passed unanimously.  
8. Resident & Community Comments
Mayor Dewey gave a temporary number for resident comments as issues remained with the Town Phone.  Resident Mike Attick called and asked if the Senior Center is able to deny entry if people are unvaccinated.  Mayor Dewey replied that this will require investigation by staff.  He also asked when the Council will begin to meet in person, and was told it would likely start as a hybrid (combination of virtual and in-person) meeting, if the equipment can work in this manner.  Mr. Attick asked about the basketball and tennis facilities at the Community Center/ Berwyn Heights Elementary School.  Mayor Dewey replied that this is a maintenance issue that is being investigated and involves both PGCPS and Parks and Planning.  Mr. Attick also asked if there was a schedule for the street sweeper so that people could move their cars on a schedule.  CM Sweep explained that they cover most of the Town most days and that there isn’t a strict driving schedule that is followed.  He followed up with a question about if there was a target date for opening the upstairs of the Town Hall.  Mayor Dewey and TM Allen reviewed the areas that are keeping the upstairs closed pending maintenance and supply chain issues.  Mr. Attick asked if it could be publicized that the Senior Center can be used for cooling center from 10-2 Monday-Friday.  TM Allen explained that this would need to come from the Seniors Club not Town Hall because they indicated they do not have enough people to open on their usual schedule at this time.  
Mayor Dewey had an email comment from an unidentified resident regarding right-of-way ordinances.  The request is for an FAQ page or Ordinance language change to make the permitting requirements plainer to the layman.   
CM Brittan-Powell used this time to bring forward comments that he had heard from residents.  He expressed gratitude on behalf of residents on Osage near Sports Park for the bringing down of a threatening tree.  He asked if there could be more trash cans and benches on the Town portion of the Indian Creek Trail.  There was a question or concern about the use of private cameras that are monitoring neighboring properties. Mayor Dewey said that she had spoken with the Town Attorney about that and that the Town Attorney said while physical trespassing is illegal,  there is no expectation of visual privacy in public places.  In the attorney’s assessment, anything that can be seen from a neighboring property can be photographed. CM Brittan-Powell expressed that there were comments about the signs at Town Offices that say essentially “no kids”.  He also shared comments that while there are plenty of parks for young children, that there are no parks that focus on teens.  TM Allen expressed that the signs at Town Offices were placed there after several close calls with vehicles and small children who were playing in the parking lot.  She further expressed that the breezeway is available for children to spend time, but that the signs are directed at the parking lot and that the signs are there so that there can be enforcement from the Police Department if it is required.  MPT Kulpa-Eddy commented that she agrees that the language on the signs is confusing and appears that the entire property is off limits.  
Mayor Dewey read some comments from Joan Hayden received by email.  Ms. Hayden’s first question was: doesn’t the Fire Department receive money from the County for these types of purchases? CM Papanikolas stated that it is his understanding that the fire department doesn’t receive funding from the County for Capital Expenses, so the Fire Department is purchasing the vehicle. Ms. Hayden’s second question was “what does the Town have to do with the lower interest rate?” The Mayor explained that by stating that the Fire Department serves the government, they have access to the lower governmental interest rate.  “Is BHVFD County or strictly Berwyn Heights? Is any other jurisdiction putting up funds?’  
Mayor Dewey explained that BHVFD is dispatched through the County dispatch.  She further explained that the Town of Berwyn Heights is not putting up any funds for the purchase;, rather, signing the form gives BHVFD access to the lower interest rate.  Ms. Hayden further asked why this was being done after the fact.  Mayor Dewey responded that it is not after the fact, that the truck has not yet been purchased and that it is coming by the end of the month.  Mayor Dewey and TM Allen further clarified that there is no money coming out of a Berwyn Heights bank account for this purchase.  Ms. Hayden observed that there has long been discussion on how to keep teens occupied, and that nothing has come from those discussions.  
Adjournment
CM Sweep moved to adjourn the meeting.  MPT Kulpa-Eddy seconded the motion.  After no discussion, the motion was approved unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 8:37PM.
Respectfully Submitted, Melanie Friesen 7/22/2021
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