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TOWN COUNCIL VACANCY  --  APPLICANTS SOUGHT 
 

Mayor Cheye Calvo's expected resignation will create a vacancy on the Town Council.  An appointment to fill the vacancy must 
be made within 45 days of its occurrence, pursuant to Section 309 of the Town Charter. Residents interested in serving on the 
Town Council are requested to apply by Friday, June 19, 2015, at 5:00 p.m.  Applicants should keep open the evening of Mon-
day, July 6, 2015  for an interview with the Town Council. 

Applications should include a letter of interest, resume and a financial disclosure form, available at the Town office. The enve-
lope should be marked 'Council Candidate' and addressed to:  Mayor & Council, 5700 Berwyn Road, Berwyn Heights, MD 
20740. An application can also be emailed to kharper@town.berwyn-heights.md.us using 'Council Candidate' in the subject line.  

Eligible applicants must be at least 21 years old, registered voters of Prince George's County, and residents of the Town of Ber-
wyn Heights for at least six (6) months. While serving on the Council, the person selected cannot hold a paid position in the ser-
vice of any other municipality in the State. Town Meetings are held the second Wednesday of each month and Council workses-
sions on the first and third Mondays of the month. Additional meetings may be required from time to time. 

NOTICE 

OF PUBLIC HEARING 

  FY 2015 TOWN BUDGET 
AMENDMENTS  

 

A public hearing will be held prior to 
adopting the FY 2015 Town budget 
amendments on June 10, 2015, at 
8:00 p.m. at the Town Administration 
Building, 5700 Berwyn Road, Ber-
wyn Heights.  

At the end of each fiscal year, the 
Town Council amends the  budget to 
reconcile actual expenditures and 
receipts with appropriations, and to 
comply with the State of Maryland's 
requirement to have a balanced 
budget. 

The public hearing is open to the 
public and public testimony or com-
ments are encouraged. Please call 
(301) 474-5000 if you would like fur-
ther information. 

ORDINANCE 119 

TRAFFIC & PARKING 

AMENDED  
 

Please be advised that the Town Council at 
the last Town meeting amended Ordinance 
119 to adopt an existing State of Maryland 
regulation that requires motor vehicles to 

display license plates in front and rear.  

Violations of the regulation carry a $60 fine. 

 

Volunteer Dinner 

June 17,  6:30 pm,  Town Center 

Each year the Town hosts a dinner for the people who 
volunteered their time and talent for the betterment of 
Berwyn Heights. In this way, the Town expresses its 
gratitude and appreciation for the important contributions 
volunteers make to our community. 

Please call the Town Office at (301) 474-5000 to make 
reservations with Administrative Assistant Yvonne Odoi. 

MOSQUITO 

CONTROL 

EXEMPTION 

The Maryland  Department of Agricul-
ture's summer mosquito control pro-
gram starts in June. Those wishing to 
be exempt from occasional truck-
mounted spraying may find 
an application form at 

http://mda.maryland.gov/plants-pests/
Documents/MosquitoControl 
ExemptionForm.pdf 

 

For information call  410-841-5870. 

 
ANNOUNCING 

A DPW 
SCHEDULE 

CHANGE 
 

mailto:kharper@town.berwyn-heights.md.us
http://mda.maryland.gov/plants-pests/Documents/MosquitoControl
http://mda.maryland.gov/plants-pests/Documents/MosquitoControl
http://mda.maryland.gov/plants-pests/Documents/MosquitoControlExemptionForm.pdf
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2014 flash flood, which ruined the station 
generator, and collapsed a concrete 
storm water drain. It is also in the proc-
ess of renovating the kitchen used by 13 
live-in volunteers.  

Mr. Hurley said that BHVFD continues to 
explore moving or upgrading the fire 
house. It is leaning more toward renovat-
ing in place and is in negotiations with 
the County about the best way to do that. 
The County has money in its capital 
budget to help finance fire station im-
provements, but it is cumbersome to 
work with the County's architects and 
engineers. Therefore, BHVFD has hired 
its own architect to help evaluate the 
options and come up with a plan that 
maximizes the space. Despite support 
from the County, a station upgrade would 
be a substantial financial commitment, 
probably in the range of several million 
dollars. It is not clear how the project 
would be paid for in addition to the regu-
lar replacement of the Department's ap-
paratus, but the sale of BHVFD property 
is being considered. 

In response to questions from the Coun-
cil, Mr. Hurley provided more details on 
the BHVFD finances, property, organiza-
tion and relationship with the County. 
The $10,000 contributed by the Town is 
very helpful, and this year it will be used 
to buy a new stretcher, backboard and 
signage for the new ambulance. The 
Branchville Fire Department is now 100% 
volunteer but operates on limited hours 
with the BHVFD helping to cover their 
area. The BHVFD is responding to more 
calls every year. 

Mayor Calvo thanked Mr. Hurley for this 
status report. The Council hopes to keep 
the BHVFD in Town and has again in-
cluded a $10,000 contribution in its FY 
2016 budget. The Council would like to 
meet again when there are more defini-
tive plans on the station house upgrade. 

Boys & Girls Club budget request: 
Mayor Calvo welcomed Maria Robles, 
Treasurer of the Boys & Girls Club 
(BHBGC), for a budget request relating 
to the Sports Park batting cage. Ms. 
Robles said that she has been active in 
the Club for 11 years, starting as a coach 
and then as Treasurer of the BHBGC 
Executive Board. The Club is doing well 
financially and has saved up $3,000 to 
overhaul the batting cage. The cage has 
started to sag in some places and is no 
longer holding up the netting on top. The 
Club has received a quote for $5,900 
from Metropolitan Fence Company to 
repair the fence. The Club is requesting 
the Town to pay a share of the bill be-
cause the cage is used by residents 

other than Boys & Girls Club members, 
and on Berwyn Heights Day.  

Mayor Calvo explained that the Town 
owns and programs Sports Park, but it is 
on Park & Planning land, and Park & 
Planning has done most of the mainte-
nance in recent years. The Town there-
fore has not had to budget money for 
Sports Park maintenance and lost sight 
of repairs that may be needed. He thinks 
it is appropriate for the Town to pay a 
share of the fence repairs under those 
circumstances. 

In response to questions, Ms. Robles 
explained that the BHBGC has not in-
creased its $30 fee in many years but is 
feeling the pinch in its budget. The Club 
maintains a minimum reserve of $5,000 
that is replenished with fundraisers and 
grants and pays for needed equipment 
and repairs. Last year, the Club received 
other fence bids that were in the same 
range. Area businesses have been ap-
proached about donations for the batting 
cage fencing, but there were no takers.  

Lastly, Ms. Robles asked if the Club can 
take down the wooden platform behind 
the concession stand because it is a 
safety risk for young children. The Coun-
cil had no objections and will ask Public 
Works to assist with that. Mayor Calvo 
said that he would like to schedule a 
meeting with the Club's executive board 
sometime during the summer and 
thanked Ms. Robles for coming in. The 
Council will consider funding a share of 
the batting cage repairs.  

At 8:20 p.m., the Council took a 20 min-
utes break. 

Neighborhood Watch/ Emergency 
Preparedness budget request: Mayor 
Calvo welcomed NW/EP Chair Ron 
Shane and Mike Attick. He explained 
that the Town has helped fund the NW/
EP Committee since it came into being 
in 2001. In recent years, any money of 
the Town's $3,000 annual contribution 
that is not spent has been set aside in a 
reserve to purchase a new trailer. The 
reserve will exceed $6,000 this year. 

Ron Shane explained that it is NW/EP's 
mission to help the Town be prepared 
for emergencies. The Committee main-
tains a trailer that stores supplies for 
emergencies including generators, 
power cords, chain saws, cots, blankets, 
etc. The trailer is nearing the end of its 
useful life and is no longer road worthy 
to go out of Town. The Committee in-
tends to replace the trailer using the 
money in the reserve.  

This year, however, NW/EP would like to 
replace the radios it uses to communi-

B 
udget Worksession 

March 23, 2015 

 

The meeting was called to or-
der at 7:03 p.m. Present were Mayor 
Cheye Calvo, MPT Jodie Kulpa-Eddy, 
CMs Patricia Dennison, Chris Rasmus-
sen and Anthony Schreiber. Also present 
were Town Administrator (TA) Jessica 
Cowles, Director of Public Works Adrian 
Lockley, Clerk Kerstin Harper, Volunteer 
Fire Department President James Hurley, 
Neighborhood Watch/ Emergency Pre-
paredness Representatives Ron Shane 
and Mike Attick, Boys & Girls Club Treas-
urer Maria Robles. 

1. Mayor 

Announcements:  Tonight a number of 
representatives from Town organizations 
will present budget requests to the Coun-
cil.  

2. Budget 

Berwyn Heights Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment budget request: Mayor Calvo ex-
plained the Council started a conversa-
tion with the BHVFD about its long term 
plans for upgrading the fire house last 
year, and increased its annual contribu-
tion from $1,000 to $10,000. The Presi-
dent of the BHVFD is here tonight to give 
an update on the plans and financial 
status of the Fire Department. 

James Hurley gave an update on last 
year's activities. The BHVFD will pick up 
a new 2015 ambulance this week to re-
place one that was damaged when it was 
hit by another car last year. The price has 
gone up to almost $200,000 since the last 
purchase, but BHVFD was able to roll in 
the financing with that for the ladder truck 
and will be saving about $30,000 in inter-
est. The Department receives a 25% 
share of ambulance bills because it owns 
its ambulances, and up to 75%, if the 
ambulances are staffed with volunteers. 
Ambulance bills make up about 37% of 
all BHVFD revenues, and are used pri-
marily to pay off the apparatus. The am-
bulance billing process handled by the 
County continues to be a problem. 

The BHVFD has also put together a com-
mittee to spec and purchase a new res-
cue squad at an estimated cost of around 
$800,000. The purchase will not be made 
until 2016, or 2017. The two rescue 
squads now in use have lot of mileage on 
them, and the new one is currently in the 
repair shop. Further, the BHVFD hired a 
professional grant writer to apply for a 
$300,000 FEMA grant for recruitment and 
retention of volunteers, and BHVFD is still 
working on repairs from the June 10, 
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cate in an emergency or when participat-
ing in patrols and Town events. The cur-
rent set was given to them by the Police 
Department almost 10 years ago. They 
worked very well initially, but now only 2 
out of 8 are in working order. The 10 
radios and chargers they want to pur-
chase would cost approximately $6,000. 
The Committee hopes that the Town 
might assist with the purchase. 

Mike Attick explained that NW/EP has 
looked into different types of radios. The 
Police Department has applied for a 
grant to obtain Motorola radios, which 
may cover between 30%-60% of the 
cost, but don't know whether they will 
receive the grant until 8 weeks from now. 
A second option is a radio from Metro-
talk, currently used by the Public Works 
Department. Either type would allow 
NW/EP to communicate with Public 
Works and the Police in an emergency 
or a Town event. 

Mayor Calvo said he is inclined to con-
sent to the request, but believes that the 
radios should be purchased with the 
money now in the reserve. This would 
give NW/EP an incentive to be judicious 
in its purchase. Mr. Shane said he does 
not feel comfortable using the entire re-
serve for radios because the trailer may 
need to be replaced in the near future. 
He asked if the Council would consider a 
match. Mayor Calvo said that it would 
not be a match because the money now 
in the reserve was also given by the 
Town. The NW/EP reserve is intended 
for capital expenses such as this. When 
the need to replace the trailer arises, the 
Council can address the potential for 
possible supplemental funding at that 
point. 

Public Works capital needs: Director of 
Public Works, Adrian Lockley, said a 
couple of problems have come up during 
the past year that should be addressed.  

1 Public Works had difficulties keep-
ing some areas free from ice during this 
winter because of water released from 
sump pumps that are not tied into under 
drains. The worst of these areas is at the 
corner of Osage Street and 57th Avenue 
where the entire intersection iced up and 
Public Works crews had use a backhoe 
to break up and remove the ice from the 
roadway repeatedly. It is proposed to 
rebuild the curb and gutter at Osage and 
57th to prevent water from ponding there 
at a cost of $7,000. 

2 Temperatures in the new meeting 
room and the lounge in the Senior Cen-
ter are often uncomfortable because the 
outer walls are not insulated. The new 
HVAC vents installed during the recent 

renovation cannot supply enough warm 
air in winter or cold air in summer be-
cause the air handler is not powerful 
enough. It is proposed to install a new 
high-efficiency air handler that is able to 
keep the rooms comfortable year round 
at a cost of around $12,000. He has ap-
plied for grant funding through a Mary-
land Smart Energy Communities 
(MSEC) but will not know whether the 
grant is awarded until May. A second 
option is to purchase a dual zone mini 
split air conditioner to service the two 
rooms at a cost of $5,000. 

3 The gravel on the 60th and 58th 
Avenue footpaths gets washed off after 
each rainstorm and accumulates on 
lower-lying roadways. Public Works re-
gravels these paths every year and peri-
odically cleans the roadways from 
washed off gravel. It is proposed to sur-
face the footpaths with asphalt milling at 
total cost of $3,000 to reduce annual 
maintenance.  

4 The 58th Avenue extension from 
Nevada Street to Goucher Drive is 
breaking apart and should be rebuilt. 
Much of the damage is at the intersec-
tion with Nevada Street where water 
tends to pond and erode the surface. 
Town trash trucks collecting trash at the 
one residence accessed from this road 
contribute to the damage. Rebuilding this 
stretch of road with a proper sub-base, 
crown and drainage would cost up to 
$25,500. 

Mayor Calvo said this is an expensive 
repair for a public driveway that serves 
only one residence. He would like to find 
a cheaper way to do it, such as piggy-
backing onto a larger road project. It may 
be sufficient to rebuild the swale to guide 
water to the creek, using the contractor 
now working on the sidewalks, and then 
just mill and overlay the extension. The 
property owner served by the road could 
be asked to bring his refuse down to 
Nevada Street for pickup. 

The draining of sump pumps into the 
street is a policy issue that probably 
should be addressed through Ordinance 
118, Roads & Right-of-Ways. Residents 
who connect their sump pump drains to 
the street should be asked to obtain a 
permit. The problem of insufficient heat 
or air conditioning in the Senior Center 
should be addressed with a more energy 
efficient HVAC air handler, hopefully with 
money obtained from the MSEC grant. 
The upgrade should not affect the size of 
emergency generator the Town plans to 
have installed this year. The asphalt 
milling proposed for surfacing the foot-
paths is recycled asphalt but contains 

less petroleum. Therefore it is more per-
meable, yet holds together better for a 
more durable surface than gravel. 

Mayor Calvo said that Director Lockley 
will be asked to return for a separate 
discussion on roads later. Meanwhile, he 
would ask the Council to consider in-
creasing the road repair line item in the 
Public Works budget to $20,000 to give 
the Department more money to patch up 
Town streets until a major road project 
can be undertaken. 

Commercial District visioning budget: 
Mayor Calvo reported that he met with 
Stuart Eisenberg of the Hyattsville Com-
munity Development Corporation (CDC), 
which has done a lot of community plan-
ning work in and around Hyattsville. He 
obtained sample requests for proposals 
(RFP), as well as good advice. Based on 
Hyattsville and Greenbelt examples, he 
has developed a framework for Berwyn 
Heights, which has the following compo-
nents 1) an inventory of existing busi-
nesses; 2) an analysis of current zoning 
and land uses, as well as future zoning 
potential; 3) an analysis of residential-
commercial transition standards; and 4) 
a market analysis. 

Mayor Calvo explained that hiring con-
sultants to perform this type of study 
would cost between $20,000 and 
$30,000. The cost might be reduced if a 
market analysis, the most expensive part 
of the study, can be done in conjunction 
with a neighboring municipality. A market 
analysis would help determine the mar-
kets to which Berwyn Heights belongs, 
and what kind of commercial and other 
uses would work in these markets. 
Based on the findings, the Town could 
develop initiatives to promote and en-
courage the types of businesses it would 
like to see in its commercial district. 

The Council was requested to review the 
sample RFPs so that a framework for an 
economic development study can be 
worked out at upcoming worksessions. 
Mayor Calvo suggested to set-aside 
$30,000 from the Greenbelt Station Re-
serve to fund the study. MPT Kulpa-Eddy 
said she hopes this product will be in 
hand in time for commenting on the 
Prince George's zoning rewrite, which is 
likely to have a big impact on the Town. 

Administration capital projects: TA 
Cowles gave an overview of projects that 
would upgrade some Administration De-
partment services. This includes 1) an 
overhaul of the personnel manual, possi-
bly in conjunction with a position classifi-
cation and compensation study; 2) an 
upgrade of the Town website, with elec-
tronic payment portal; and 3) paving the 
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Town Center parking lot.  

Ms Cowles said that the personnel man-
ual overhaul is probably the most press-
ing need, as the last comprehensive revi-
sion occurred during the 1990s. Although 
off-the-shelf models are available that 
can be adapted to Berwyn Heights, an 
outside personnel consultant would bring 
objectivity and expertise to the revision 
process. It would also afford the opportu-
nity to add-on a position classification 
and compensation study, which could 
serve as the basis for comparisons with 
other municipalities. The preferred quote 
comes from a Florida consultant, who 
would charge $8,000 for revising the per-
sonnel manual, $6,000 for the compen-
sation study and $3,000 for an assess-
ment of the performance evaluation proc-
ess, for a total of $17,500. 

The website is the public face of the 
Town and would benefit from an up-
grade. Although it currently provides es-
sential information, it lacks interactive 
features that would allow residents to 
make payments submit forms or make 
reservations online. The first year cost for 
redesigning the website is between 
$4,000 and $6,000, which includes the 
cost of implementation, while the subse-
quent annual maintenance costs are ex-
pected to be in the $2,500 range. Live 
streaming of meetings would add ap-
proximately $2,500 a year. 

The resurfacing of the entire Town Cen-
ter parking lot is very expensive, costing 
nearly $70,000 for milling and overlay, 
and $220,000 for a complete replace-
ment of the existing surface and sub-
base. Resurfacing just the entrance area 
and adjusting the slope, so that water 
does not puddle there, would cost ap-
proximately $5,000.  

Mayor Calvo commented that these are 
all useful investments but funding them is 
a matter of setting priorities. In his mind, 
the personnel manual overhaul is the 
most important item, followed by a review 
of the performance evaluation process 
and then the compensation study, which 
may not need to be outsourced. An up-
grade to the website is not an immediate 
need, but acceptance of credit card as a 
form of payment should occur soon. CM 
Schreiber suggested the Town may want 
to consider looking into video recordings 
as a detailed record of Town Council 
meetings instead of lengthy written min-
utes. Most minutes he has come across 
are brief summaries. Mayor Calvo 
thought that it would be helpful to have 
recordings of meetings available on the 
web. However, the written minutes pub-
lished in the Bulletin are what residents 

read to follow Town news. 

It was agreed that decisions on funding 
of projects will be made at the next work-
session. 

Surplus calculation: Mayor Calvo said 
that he has worked with TA Cowles on 
the one-page summary of the FY 2016 
budget that will be published in the April 
Bulletin. It will provide a simplified sum-
mary of the reserves and surplus sec-
tion. TA Cowles elaborated that she 
went through recent audits to arrive at 
the projections for reserves and the sur-
plus in the FY 2016 budget. After recon-
stituting the reserve amounts from au-
dits, and correcting a booking problem 
with speed camera receipts, the surplus 
amounts to approximately $500,000. It 
still includes some items that could be 
broken out as reserves, such as the 
money set aside for Health Reimburse-
ment Accounts and some liabilities, in-
cluding unpaid vacation and sick leave 
that should not be spent. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:36 
p.m. 

Kerstin Harper, Town Clerk 

 

W 
orksession 

April 6, 2015 

 

The meeting was called to 
order at 7:00 p.m. Present were Mayor 
Cheye Calvo, Mayor Pro Tem (MPT) 
Jodie Kulpa-Eddy and Councilmembers 
(CMs) Patricia Dennison and Anthony 
Schreiber. Chris Rasmussen had an 
excused absence. Also present was 
Town Administrator (TA) Jessica 
Cowles, and Clerk Kerstin Harper. 

1. Mayor 

Announcements: There were none. 

Calendar: The date of the Four Cities 
Coalition meeting in New Carrollton was 
added for April 30. 

The date of the observed July 4 holiday 
was corrected as July 3.  

Minutes: On a motion by CM Dennison 
and second by MPT Kulpa-Eddy, the 
Minutes for the March 2 worksession 
minutes were approved 4 to 0. On a mo-
tion by CM Dennison and second by 
MPT Kulpa-Eddy the March 9 budget 
worksession minutes were approved 4 to 
0. On a motion by MPT Kulpa-Eddy and 
second by CM Dennison, the March 16 
worksession minutes were approved 4 to 
0. 

Department Reports:  CM Schreiber 
reminded residents to clearly label trash 

cans used for yard waste as 'yard waste'.  
Recycling bins should not be used for 
yard waste. Free tipping day, on which all 
types of bulk trash is collected free of 
charge, is set for June 25. Residents are 
reminded to prune shrubs and trees that 
have grown into the streets and side-
walks. 

TA Cowles reported that an executive 
session is scheduled before the April 13 
budget worksession to interview two can-
didates for the Code Supervisor position. 
Mayor Calvo reported that he met with 
the BHES fourth graders about the an-
nual "If I Were Mayor" essay contest. He 
has selected the winners and will read 
the top entry at the April Town meeting. 
Game Night was not well attended this 
year. but the organizers enjoyed an eve-
ning of playing games together. 

Citizen Comments: Mayor Calvo re-
ceived a number of comments on the 
sidewalks, particularly from home owners 
who had retaining walls constructed 
along their property. CM Dennison re-
ceived comments on the sidewalks from 
the Seniors some of whom thought they 
are not needed. 

Budget: Mayor Calvo said that he placed 
the FY 2016 budget on the agenda to get 
it ready for introduction at Wednesday's 
Town meeting. TA Cowles said that she 
provided an updated budget summary 
based on the 3rd quarter expenditure 
report. She then highlighted changes 
made to the budget since last version, 
including money to be pulled from sur-
plus, revenue projected from the Green-
belt Station development, estimated 
health insurance increases, and assump-
tions regarding capital expenditures. She 
noted that Director Lockley provided a 
new, lower year-end estimate for the 
Public Works gas & oil appropriation that 
stays within FY 2015 budget of $42,000, 
and proposed an on-demand yard waste 
collection system during the winter 
months to reduce consumption of gaso-
line. Mayor Calvo recalled that he raised 
the issue of implementing a better sys-
tem for tracking gas usage in the Public 
Works Department, which might be ac-
complished by keeping a log for each 
vehicle.  

Personal property taxes: Mayor Calvo 
noted that the Town stands to lose sev-
eral thousand dollars in personal property 
tax receipts this year due to a failure to 
inform the assistant who handles billing 
of the rate increase the Town Council 
adopted in FY 2015. He also expressed 
concerns about the $15,000 increase in 
personal property tax revenues budgeted 
for FY 2016. TA Cowles explained that 
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she arrived at her projection based on 
$40,000 in outstanding personal property 
tax bills and an analysis of personal 
property tax receipts and penalties & 
interest payments over the last decade. 
After further discussion, it was agreed to 
keep TA Cowles’ projection for FY 2016 
personal property tax receipts in the 
amount of $265,000. 

Operating expenditures: Mayor Calvo 
proposed to raise the salary pool in the 
non-departmental budget to $34,000 to 
be able to pay a higher salary to the next 
code supervisor, adjust other individual 
salaries as needed and give cost of liv-
ing adjustments (COLAs).  He thinks the 
next reassessment of real property will 
cover the roll up costs. In addition, there 
is surplus money that can be tapped 
into. MPT Kulpa Eddy questioned 
whether the bulletin and copier mainte-
nance line items have sufficient funding. 
Mayor Calvo proposed to increase the 
money pulled from surplus from $20,000 
to $40,000 to cover possible overages in 
line items, such as the bulletin, mosquito 
control and law books, as well as provide 
additional funds for the salary pool. MPT 
Kulpa-Eddy so moved. CM Dennison 
seconded. The motion passed 4 to 0. 

Capital expenditures - NW/EP radios: 
MPT Kulpa-Eddy said the Neighborhood 
Watch/ Emergency Preparedness Com-
mittee requested funding for a new set of 
radios. They have been able to negotiate 
the price down to $3,200, but want to 
make the purchase by the end of this 
month. Mayor Calvo said that would re-
quire a budget amendment but he has 
no objection to funding the lower re-
quest. MPT Kulpa-Eddy moved to au-
thorize expenses of up to $3,500 from 
the NW/EP reserve to purchase new 
radios. CM Dennison seconded. The 
motion passed 4 to 0. 

Batting cage: Mayor Calvo said the Boys 
& Girls Club requested $3,000 in Town 
matching funds to repair the Sports Park 
batting cage. He supports funding the 
request in the FY 2016 budget with 
money from surplus. CM Dennison so 
moved. CM Schreiber seconded. The 
motion passed 4 to 0. 

Tree service: Mayor Calvo said that CM 
Rasmussen, who could not be here to-
night, was interested in setting money 
aside for a tree initiative. He may submit 
a plan and request funding for this upon 
his return. 

Street repairs: Mayor Calvo said he pro-
posed to add $10,000 to the Public 
Works street repair budget, which Direc-
tor Lockley welcomed. This money 
should be taken from the transfer to the 

infrastructure reserve. CM Schreiber so 
moved. MPT Kulpa-Eddy seconded. The 
motion passed 4 to 0. 

Administration projects: MPT Kulpa-Eddy 
explained that, at the last meeting, TA 
Cowles presented 3 funding proposals 
to: 1) hire a personnel consultant to re-
vise the personnel manual, review the 
position classification and pay plans, and 
possibly evaluate the performance 
evaluation process; 2) hire a web design 
firm to update the Town website; and 3) 
fix the entrance to the Town Center park-
ing lot.  

There ensued a discussion about what 
the extent of the personnel consultancy 
should be and the types of repairs 
needed for the Town Center parking lot. 
MPT Kulpa-Eddy moved, and CM Denni-
son seconded to authorize $17,500 for a 
personnel consultant. The motion passed 
4 to 0. MPT Kulpa-Eddy moved and CM 
Dennison seconded to authorize $6,000 
for a website redesign. The motion 
passed 4 to 0. No money was authorized 
for the parking lot repairs at this point. 

At 8:30 p.m., the Council took a 5 minute 
break. 

Road repairs: Mayor Calvo said that the 
Council may want to consider spending 
money this fiscal year on fixing some 
areas of the roads and sidewalks while 
the sidewalk contractor is still in Town. 
Director Lockley highlighted the problem 
with puddling of storm water runoff at 
Osage Street and 57th Avenue. This 
might be corrected by redoing the con-
crete swale at the intersection. Estimates 
on what this and some other fixes would 
cost should be obtained so the Council 
can make a decision at the next meeting. 

Economic development study: Mayor 
Calvo said he spoke with Greenbelt's 
Mayor Emmett Jordan about jointly fund-
ing a market analysis. Mayor Jordan said 
Greenbelt would consider it but wants to 
do it this fiscal year. Mayor Calvo would 
be in favor of appropriating $7,500 for a 
joint market analysis this year, but pro-
posed to budget up to $30,000 for a 
more comprehensive economic develop-
ment study in FY 2016. CM Dennison so 
moved and MPT Kulpa Eddy seconded. 
The motion passed 4 to 0. 

Town Center HVAC upgrade: MPT Kulpa
-Eddy recalled that Director Lockley rec-
ommended upgrading the heating and air 
conditioning system for the Town Center, 
and had applied for a $25,000 grant from 
Maryland Energy Administration. If the 
Town does not receive the grant, the 
Council was asked to consider a less 
expensive option. TA Cowles said that 

the Town expects to hear next week 
whether they will receive the grant. 

County Councilmember's request: 
Mayor Calvo explained that County 
Councilmember Dannielle Glaros' office 
inquired whether the Town would con-
tribute some money to fund senior year 
expenses of a Parkdale High School 
student and Berwyn Heights resident, 
whose mother recently died. Parkdale 
has a resource coordinator who would 
administer the funds. He forwarded the 
request to the Council and asked to give 
$370 from the Council's public relations 
budget to Parkdale to assist this senior. 
CM Rasmussen objected because he 
was concerned that this assistance is 
given to an individual and may set a 
problematic precedent. Mayor Calvo said 
he would still like to give some money to 
help this resident and asked for the 
Council's support. 

MPT Kulpa-Eddy said that she shares 
CM Rasmussen's concern about setting 
a precedent, but offered to contribute 
$100 in private money to help. She be-
lieves tax payer money should go to a 
school or a program to benefit an entire 
group of people. Mayor Calvo said the 
Councils on which he has served have 
done a very good job of spending tax 
payer money responsibly. They have on 
occasion included support for individual 
Eagle Scouts and one Miss America 
contestant. This is an uncomplicated way 
to help compared to launching a private 
fundraising initiative. CM Dennison said 
it is terrible that some Councilmembers 
do not want to help this person. 

CM Schreiber said that CM Rasmussen 
and now MPT Kulpa-Eddy already 
pledged $100 in private funds to assist 
the senior. He feels more comfortable 
with this approach and will do the same. 
CM Dennison moved and Mayor Calvo 
seconded to authorize a $370 donation 
to Parkdale from the Council's public 
relations budget. The motion failed 2 to 
2, with MPT Kulpa-Eddy and CM Schrei-
ber opposed. 

McDonald's redevelopment: TA 
Cowles said that McDonald's legal coun-
sel provided a revised site plan for the 
proposed redevelopment, which opti-
mizes the site for drive-through service. 
It will have fewer parking spaces, but 
does improve pedestrian access. The 
plans show a sidewalk along the 63rd 
Avenue side, as requested by the Coun-
cil when McDonald's first presented the 
plans in December 2014. The plans also 
show a new type of sign that will replace 
the existing yellow arches. McDonald's 
has requested the Town send a letter of 
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needed to obtain a permit or a contractor 
to make the repairs. 

Mayor Calvo repeated he remains con-
cerned that some of the standards and 
enforcement processes specific to busi-
nesses were lost when whole sections of 
Ordinance 107 were imported to Ordi-
nance 134. For example, there is now a 
violation relating to parking surfaces that 
should not be applied to commercial es-
tablishments. He expected that TA 
Cowles would review each section of 
Ordinance 134 taking care that com-
merce-specific standards are maintained. 
MPT Kulpa-Eddy added that the same 
concern is also true for vehicle storage. 
PG Scrap is allowed to store junked vehi-
cles on any type of surface on their prop-
erty. The Town may need to know more 
about standards in industrial, CSC and 
MXT zones before it can regulate com-
mercial standards. 

The Council agreed that the Ordinance is 
not ready for adoption at the April Town 
meeting. TA Cowles was asked to refine 
Ordinance 134 based on tonight's com-
ments and to send an electronic copy to 
MPT Kulpa-Eddy for editing. 

Ordinance 107 fee and fine schedule: 
TA Cowles explained that the proposed 
new fine schedule for Ordinance 107 
incorporates the table of the newly 
amended Ordinance 107 showing the 
time frames for correcting different types 
of violations. Two columns were added 
to the table to list fines for a first offense 
and another for repeat offenses. It also 
imports the explanations of the time 
frames established in the revised Ordi-
nance, which are immediate, time-
sensitive, regular order and structural. In 
the old fee and fine schedule only tall 
grass violations had a different compli-
ance process. 

In discussion, the Council noted that in 
the new fine schedule violations carrying 
immediate fines follow a different proc-
ess. It was agreed that parking on grass 
should carry a $25 fine for the first of-
fense, as well as for the continued or 
repeat violation. A violation that poses an 
imminent threat, however, should be 
doubled from $25 to $50 for a continued 
or repeat violation. Structural violations 
that are not addressed by the home-
owner may need to be abated by the 
Town at some point and billed via the 
lien process.  

TA Cowles said that it is proposed to 
handle structural violations, such as 
crumbling retaining walls, through the 
normal code enforcement process, start-
ing with a formal notice that a structural 
violation exists and that a plan to fix it 

support to the Planning Board. MPT 
Kulpa-Eddy so moved. CM Schreiber 
seconded. The motion passed 4 to 0. 

3. Public Safety 

Ordinance 119 parking amendment: 
Mayor Calvo explained that Chief Antolik 
proposed to adopt a State statute that 
mandates posting license plates in the 
front and rear of a vehicle for which 2 
license plates are required. This would 
allow to the Town to enforce the viola-
tions and collect the fines. The proposed 
fine is in the amount of $60. TA Cowles 
provided an amended Ordinance 119 
that adds the violation, and also revises 
the definition of abandoned vehicles in 
Section 3 F to align it with the definition 
in the just amended Ordinance 107. The 
amended Ordinance 119 is scheduled to 
be introduced at the April Town meeting. 
There were no objections. 

Police vehicle letter of intent: TA 
Cowles said that Chief Antolik requested 
the purchase of 2 police vehicles in FY 
2016, one funded from the General 
Fund and the other from the Public 
Safety Taxing District budget. Chief An-
tolik obtained a new quote since his ini-
tial budget request which provides more 
uplifting services for the same price of 
just under $35,000 per vehicle. To take 
delivery of the vehicles by July 2015, a 
letter of intent to purchase is required by 
the dealer. 

Mayor Calvo asked if TA Cowles has a 
draft letter of intent. TA Cowles said she 
has a copy of last year's which she can 
fetch from the office. The decision to 
approve the letter of intent was post-
poned. 

Nothing was discussed under 4. Public 

Works. 

5. Administration 

MML conference attendance: Clerk 
Harper was asked to make 5 reserva-
tions for the MML conference, including 
5 dinner tickets and PGCMA breakfast 
reservations, plus one BBQ breakfast. 
MPT Kulpa Eddy volunteered to carry 
the flag in the parade of flags. 

Bulletin cover: The following items 
were approved for the May Bulletin 
cover: Theme, Berwyn Heights Day; 
announcements for Berwyn Heights Day 
and FY 2016 budget adoption. 

BHHC appointments: Clerk Harper said 
that the BHHC nominated Lee Fuerst to 
be appointed as the Town's new liaison 
to the Anacostia Trails Heritage Associa-
tion (ATHA) and Debby Steele-Snyder 
as a voting member. On a motion by CM 
Dennison and second by CM Schreiber, 

the Council voted 4 to 0 to appoint Lee 
Fuerst as ATHA Liaison. On a motion by 
CM Dennison and second by MPT Kulpa
-Eddy, the Council voted 4 to 0 to ap-
point Debby Steele-Snyder as a voting 
member. 

Police vehicles letter of intent, contin-
ued: TA Cowles provided copies of the 
revised quote of $34,700 and letter of 
intent. On a motion by CM Dennison and 
second by MPT Kulpa-Eddy, the letter of 
intent was approved 4 to 0. 

6. Code Compliance 

Ordinance 134 - Commercial Clean 
Lot: TA Cowles explained the revisions 
to Ordinance 134 address the Council's 
original concern with too many junked 
vehicles accumulating in the industrial 
zone and the lack of premise identifica-
tion. It also makes changes to the defini-
tions so that they are consistent with 
those in the recently amended residen-
tial Clean Lot Ordinance, i.e. definitions 
for abandoned vehicles and invasive 
plant species. Most of the differences in 
Ordinance 134 from Ordinance 107 are 
in the standards section and in the time 
frames and categories for remedying 
violations. A table showing the enforce-
ment schedules for different violations, 
adapted to Ordinance 134, is also in-
cluded. 

Mayor Calvo expressed concern that this 
Ordinance was made too much like Ordi-
nance 107. He worries that standards for 
commercial establishments from the old 
Ordinance 134 have not been preserved 
and new standards may have been inad-
vertently created. He also thinks that the 
table created for Ordinance 107 showing 
time frames for correcting violations 
does not work for Ordinance 134. He 
believes there is no need to have a time 
sensitive category, for example, because 
time frames for correcting violations are 
already shorter and fines issued more 
quickly for commercial enterprises. Simi-
larly, there is no need to make distinc-
tions between one-time, repeat, and 
multiple repeat offenders. A business 
that has a repeat violation simply gets 
fined. Structural violations on a residen-
tial property usually affect only the prop-
erty owner. But a structural violation on a 
commercial property is a public hazard 
and must be fixed immediately, or the 
business gets shut down. 

MPT Kulpa-Eddy said that hazards such 
as a broken light or a condition where a 
person might be hurt could be ad-
dressed within a time-sensitive frame-
work. Also, she would not want to shut a 
business down if it can't fix a structural 
violation right away. Time may be 
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must be submitted within a 45 day pe-
riod. If no plan is submitted a fine will be 
imposed, with a notice to submit a plan 
within 30 days, and so forth. Mayor Calvo 
added that, if a structural violation is not 
remedied despite repeated notices and 
fines, the Town may step in and abate it. 
However, this would be akin to the proc-
ess for demolition and may require a 
review by the courts. 

TA Cowles was asked to insert the fines 
into the table for adoption at the April 
Town meeting, including the changes 
made tonight. 

7. Executive Session (9:50 p.m - 10:08 

p.m.) 

On a motion by MPT Kulpa-Eddy and 
second by CM Dennison, the Council 
went into executive session to discuss a 
personnel matter related to the hiring of a 
new code supervisor and to select the 
citizen of the year. With matters dis-
cussed, MPT Kulpa-Eddy moved and CM 
Dennison seconded to end the executive 
session.  

The meeting was adjourned at 10:08 
p.m. 

Kerstin Harper,Town Clerk 

 

T 
own Meeting 

April 8, 2015 

 

The meeting was called to order 
at 7:30 p.m. Present were Mayor Cheye 
Calvo, Mayor Pro Tem (MPT) Jodie 
Kulpa-Eddy, CMs Patricia Dennison and 
Anthony Schreiber. CM Chris Rasmus-
sen had an excused absence. Also pre-
sent were Town Administrator (TA) Jes-
sica Cowles, Corporal Paul Roberson, 
Treasurer Suzan Lape, Clerk Kerstin 
Harper and citizens. 

Mayor Calvo led the Pledge of Alle-
giance. 

1. Budget Hearings 

Town Budget: Mayor Calvo gave an 
overview of the FY 2016 Town Budget. 
The budget maintains the same tax rates 
as last year - 50 cents per $100 of as-
sessed real property valuation, 3 cents 
for road improvements, and $1.25 for 
personal property. Revenues from taxes 
are almost flat in this 3rd year of the tri-
ennial assessment cycle, with the excep-
tion of a $30,000 increase in income 
taxes. On the expenditure side, the total 
operating budget is $2.8 million, up from 
$2.6 million in FY 2015. However, most 
of this increase is one-time receipts from 
the Metroland development, which is set 

aside in a reserve. Otherwise the operat-
ing budget is flat. 

Other highlights include a decline in 
Town's pension contributions from 9.7% 
to 8.5%, which pays for anticipated 
health insurance increases, and an in-
crease in the salary pool from $17,500 to 
$34,000 for merit increases, COLAs and 
individual salary increases as needed to 
attract and retain quality employees. The 
capital budget funds 2 police vehicles, 
one from the Public Safety Taxing Dis-
trict, and one new trash truck. Capital 
expenditures will go down in FY 2016, as 
the sidewalks projects and emergency 
generators projects are wrapped up this 
year. Additionally, the Council approved 
capital expenditures for repairs to the 
Sports Park batting cage, new Neighbor-
hood Watch/Emergency Preparedness 
radios and an economic development 
study for the Route 193 commercial dis-
trict. 

MPT Kulpa Eddy gave an overview of 
the Administration budget, which funds 
the Mayor and Council, Administration 
Department, Municipal Building and 
Town Center. As with the rest of Town 
operations, the Administration budget is 
flat. Increases in staff training and public 
relations were offset by decreases in 
vehicle maintenance & repair and travel 
stipend. Proposed capital expenditures 
include the hiring of a consultant to over-
haul the personnel manual and review 
the position classification and pay plan 
system, and hiring a vendor to update 
the Town website to enable credit card 
payments and streaming meetings 
online. 

CM Dennison said that the Parks and 
Recreation budget had no noteworthy 
changes from last year. CM Schreiber 
said that the Public Works budget is also 
flat, with salaries being the largest line 
item. On the capital side, Public Works 
will purchase a new 27 cubic yard trash 
truck, which will enable it to consolidate 
the second weekly trash collection on 
Thursday and leave Friday open for non-
trash projects. 

Mayor Calvo added that the Council also 
appropriated $40,000 from surplus for 
operating expenditures, less than the 
$50,000 originally planned, to get 
through this assessment cycle. The 
Town remains debt free and has saved 
$700,000 in its infrastructure reserve, 
$235,000 in the vehicle replacement 
reserve and nearly $500,000 in its "rainy 
day" operating reserve. He is proud to 
say that the Town's overall financial con-
dition is very good. 

At 7:49 p.m., Mayor Calvo opened the 
public hearing. With no comments, the 
hearing was closed at 7:50 p.m. 

Public Safety Taxing District Budget 
(PSTD): Mayor Calvo summarized the 
PSTD budget. He noted that Berwyn 
Heights in 2008 was the first municipality 
in Maryland to establish a special taxing 
district for public safety. It essentially 
funds one full time officer, which hap-
pens to be a detective that investigates 
much of the financial crime perpetrated 
in the commercial district. The FY 2016 
PSTD appropriates $72,800 for one po-
lice officer and $34,800 for a police vehi-
cle purchase. Revenues amount only to 
$72,000 but are supplemented from a 
healthy PSTD reserve of $42,000. 

At 7:52 p.m., Mayor Calvo opened the 
hearing on the PSTD budget. With no 
comments, the hearing was closed at 
7:53 p.m. Mayor Calvo concluded with 
an invitation to residents to comment at 
upcoming worksessions or in emails to 
the Council. 

2. Minutes 

Clerk Harper read a summary of the 
March 11 Town meeting minutes. On a 
motion by CM Dennison and second by 
MPT Kulpa-Eddy, the minutes were ap-
proved 4 to 0. 

3. Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer Lape gave the Treasurer's 
report for the month of March. 

4. Mayor’s Report 

Mayor Calvo commented on the State 
budget process. Although the legislature 
will adjourn next week, Governor Hogan 
and the legislature are battling over $200 
million in education funding proposed by 
the legislature, which is in part paid for 
by not making the required contributions 
to the State pension plan. If the educa-
tion plan is not funded, it will entail a loss 
of $70,000 for Prince George's County 
Schools (PGCPS). 

The County budget process will not con-
clude until the end of May but promises 
to be contentious because County Ex-
ecutive Baker proposed a 15 cent in-
crease in the real property tax rate, re-
moving a long-standing cap known as 
TRIM. If adopted, it would mean an ap-
proximate increase of $300 per year on 
residents' real estate tax bills. Residents 
are encouraged to let their County Coun-
cilmember know what they think. Coun-
cilmember Dannielle Glaros welcomes 
comments and can be reached at dgla-
ros@co.pg.md.us. 

Mayor Calvo continued that the side-
walks project is progressing well now 
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that the weather has improved. He en-
joys walking his dogs on the finished 
sections and receiving feedback from 
residents. However, the process of get-
ting to this point has been long, difficult 
and more expensive than anticipated, 
probably costing the Town close to 
$500,000 when all is done. The Council 
also expects to complete a new section 
of sidewalks in the 8900 block of 63rd 
Avenue funded with a Safe Routes to 
School Grant by the end of this fiscal 
year. 

In other news, the Council has taken a 
position to support the redevelopment of 
the McDonald's restaurant on Greenbelt 
Road at 63rd Avenue. McDonald's was 
responsive to the Town's requests to 
make pedestrian safety improvements 
on the property, including a sidewalk on 
their side of 63rd Avenue and marked 
crossings in the parking lot. Activity is 
likely to begin later this summer and the 
restaurant will be closed for the duration 
of construction. The Recreation Council 
will sponsor another Town-wide cleanup 
this Saturday. Residents are encouraged 
to participate and will be served free 
pizza and snacks. 

Lastly, Mayor Calvo presented the win-
ners of this year's 'If I Were Mayor' con-
test, one of his favorite Mayoral acts. 
Each year, fourth graders at Berwyn 
Heights Elementary School write an es-
say about what they would do if they 
were mayor and receive prizes for plac-
ing in the top. The runners up were 
Auden Baldwin-Bott, Kiara Reddon, An-
drea Gomez and Nathaniel Diaz. The 
overall winner was Gannon Forbes in 
Ms. Jin's class. Mayor Calvo read the 
essay for the record. 

@@@@@ 

“If I were mayor, I would look at how 
much it costs for different sources of 
energy for our town and try and get grant 
money. Two ideas of energy are a small 
wind turbine or solar panels.  They can 
generate energy for our town resources, 
such as the town office and hall, parks 
a n d  s t r e e t  l i g h t s .   
A good location for the windmill would be 
up at the elementary school because the 
school is located on a hill. It is windier on 
hills and the school could use it to teach 
students about wind and energy.  

“Solar panels cost less than wind tur-
bines and they do not need much main-
tenance. Panels on the Public Works 
building would be good for the town 
since Public Works uses a lot of energy. 
The elementary school would be a good 
place for the entire town’s use and has 

the highest elevation without a lot of 
trees. 

“With the money the town would save, it 
can be reinvested into the town. As 
mayor, I would use the money saved to 
install a saltwater pool for the people of 
Berwyn Heights. The filtration system for 
a saltwater pool would not cost as much 
money as a pool that uses chlorine. 
Also, having a saltwater pool would not 
irritate your skin like a chlorine pool. The 
pool would help provide jobs for teenag-
ers and fun for the residents in the 
neighborhood. 

“It is my job as mayor to make our town 
awesome. With these ideas, I can help 
make Berwyn Heights a greener place to 
live and bring more enjoyment with these 
attractions.” 

@@@@@ 

Mayor Calvo congratulated Gannon 
Forbes, the runners-up, and thanked all 
fourth graders for sharing some interest-
ing ideas about how to make Berwyn 
Heights a better Town. 

5. Department Reports 

Administration: MPT Kulpa-Eddy said 
that the Administration Department has 
been focused on the FY 2016 budget 
during the last month. On April 15, 
County Councilmember Danielle Glaros 
will hold a Town Hall meeting for her 
constituents at William Wirt Middle 
School. The meeting will be attended by 
County Executive Baker and staff mem-
bers as well as PGCPS CEO Kevin Max-
well and will be a good opportunity to 
ask questions about the County's pro-
posed budget and education plans. 

Code Compliance: Mayor Calvo said 
that the Town has continued its search 
for a new code supervisor and has iden-
tified 2 finalists, which the Council will 
interview next Monday. 

Parks and Recreation, Education and 
Civic Affairs: CM Dennison said that 
she has been working with the Council 
on putting together the FY 2016 budget. 
As noted, a Town-wide cleanup will be 
held on April 11. 

Public Health and Safety: Corporal 
Paul Roberson gave the police activities 
report for March for Chief Antolik, who 
was unwell. There were 4 Part I of-
fenses, all thefts from cars, which is be-
low the 5 year average of 5.8. The year 
to date total was 16, also below the 5 
year average of 18.2. The police also 
wrote 159 citations and issued 234 
speed camera tickets, all on Greenbelt 
Road. The lower than normal offenses 
and citations were likely due to the cold 

weather but credit should also be given 
to watchful residents who report unusual 
activities. 

Public Works: CM Schreiber reported 
that Gary Stanton was chosen as em-
ployee of the month for March. In upcom-
ing weeks the Public Works Department 
will perform pot hole repairs, prune bro-
ken and low-hanging branches in the 
Town right-of-way and prepare for Ber-
wyn Heights Day. Following the recent 
water main break on Cunningham Drive, 
Director Lockley has contacted WSSC to 
ask if the Town might be given the tools 
to perform an emergency shutoff so that 
it can prevent water from flooding homes 
and back yards in the future. 

6. Committee Reports 

Green Team: Mayor Calvo reported that 
the Green Team is sponsoring a run/ 
walk around Lake Artemesia this Sunday 
as part of the 'Lose It to Win It' fitness 
campaign and has enlisted enough par-
ticipants for a fitness boot camp on Sun-
day mornings. The Community Garden is 
open and most plots have been rented. 

Historical Committee: Clerk Harper, as 
Chair of the Historical Committee, re-
ported that the Council appointed Lee 
Fuerst, the BHHC's Vice Chair, as liaison 
to the Anacostia Trails Heritage Associa-
tion (ATHA), and Debby Steele-Snyder 
as a new voting member.  

Neighborhood Watch/Emergency Pre-
paredness: MPT Kulpa-Eddy said that 
NW/EP will host the 2nd annual Wine 
Tasting fundraiser on April 24. Up to 6 
Maryland wineries are expected to par-
ticipate and there will be live music. A 
$10 entrance fee applies. The Committee 
will again have its trailer open on Berwyn 
Heights Day and the next meeting is on 
May 6. 

Recreation Council: Nothing was re-
ported. 

7. Unfinished Business 

Ordinance No. 134 - Adoption of Com-
mercial Clean Lot Amendments: Mayor 
Calvo said that the Council is still working 
on refining amendments to the Ordinance 
but hopes to adopt it at the next Town 
meeting. On a motion by CM Dennison, 
and second by CM Schreiber the Ordi-
nance was continued. 

8. New Business 

Ordinance No. 169 - 1st Reading & 
Introductions of the FY 2016 Town 
Budget: MPT Kulpa-Eddy moved and 
CM Dennison seconded to introduce the 
FY 2016 budget. Without any comments, 
the motion passed 4 to 0. 
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Ordinance No. 170 - 1st Reading & 
Introduction of the FY 2016 Public 
Safety Taxing District Budget: CM 
Dennison moved and CM Schreiber sec-
onded to introduce Ordinance 170. 
Mayor Calvo noted that the real property 
tax rate for the Public Safety Taxing Dis-
trict is 10 cents and the personal prop-
erty tax rate is 15 cents per $100 of as-
sessed valuation. With no further com-
ments, the motion passed in a 4 to 0 
vote. 

Ordinance No. 119 - 1st Reading & 
Introduction of Traffic & Parking 
Amendments: CM Dennison moved 
and MPT Kulpa-Eddy seconded to intro-
duce the Ordinance amendments. Mayor 
Calvo explained that the proposed 
amendments address two specific is-
sues: 1) updating the definition of an 
'abandoned, junked or wrecked' vehicle 
to match the definition in the recently 
amended Clean Lot Ordinance; and 2) 
adopting a regulation that already exists 
in State law to require vehicles to display 
front and rear license plates. Once 
adopted in a Town ordinance, the reve-
nue from citations for this violation will go 
to the Town of Berwyn Heights. With no 
further comments, the motion was 
adopted in a 4 to 0 vote. 

Resolution 02-2015 - 1st Reading & 
Adoption of Clean Lot Fine Schedule: 
Mayor Calvo explained that the Resolu-
tion implements the new table of en-
forcement schedules adopted with the 
recently amended Ordinance 107. It 
maintains a $100 fine for most first time 
violations and a $200 fine for repeat or 
multiple repeat violations. A $25 fine 
applies to all violations carrying an im-
mediate fine, such as parking on grass, 
as well as the new imminent threat cate-
gory established for violations such as 
an unsafe storage of flammable materi-
als. If violations that carry immediate 
fines are not corrected within 24 hours 
the fine doubles to $50. 

CM Dennison moved to adopt the Reso-
lution. CM Schreiber seconded. With no 
further comments, the motion passed 4 
to 0. 

9. Citizens Discussion 

There was none. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:32 p.m. 

Kerstin Harper, Town Clerk 

 

B 
udget Worksession 

April 13, 2015 

 

 

Executive Session (5:00 p.m. - 7:18 

p.m.) 

The executive session was called to or-
der at 5:00 p.m. Present were Mayor 
Cheye Calvo, MPT Jodie Kulpa-Eddy, 
CMs Patricia Dennison, Chris Rasmus-
sen and Anthony Schreiber, as well as 
Town Administrator (TA) Jessica Cowles. 
On a motion by CM Schreiber and sec-
ond by CM Dennison, the Council went 
into executive session to discuss code 
supervisor interviews. With matter dis-
cussed, CM Schreiber moved and CM 
Dennison seconded to close the execu-
tive session. 

The public meeting was called to order at 
7:26 p.m. Town Clerk Kerstin Harper 
joined the meeting. 

1. Mayor 

Announcements: Preceding this meet-
ing, the Council had two executive ses-
sions related to personnel matters, which 
was the reason for the late start of the 
regular meeting. There will not be an 
executive session following this meeting, 
as originally planned. On April 22, from 
2:00 to 4:00 p.m., the Commercial Dis-
trict Management Authority (CDMA) will 
convene to give input on the proposed 
FY 2016 Public Safety Taxing District 
budget. The meeting is open to the pub-
lic. 

CM Schreiber's Men's League basketball 
team had a win in the playoffs and will 
advance to the next round. CM Rasmus-
sen thanked Councilmembers for their 
expressions of sympathy on the death of 
his mother. On April 20, he will start his 
new job and will not be able to attend the 
worksession. 

2. Budget 

Mayor Calvo noted that TA Cowles pro-
vided new budget spreadsheets and one
-page summary of the FY 2016 budget. 
They contain the most recent changes 
made by the Council, including raising 
the money to be pulled from surplus from 
$20,000 to $40,000. Most of this money 
will go toward the salary pool, which was 
raised from $17,000 to $34,000 to re-
main competitive with neighboring mu-
nicipalities. The remainder will go into a 
'kitty' to pay for possible overages in 
some line items. On the capital side, the 
Council also authorized expenditures of 
$3,200 from the Neighborhood Watch/
Emergency Preparedness reserve, ap-
propriated a $3,000 contribution from 
surplus for improvements to the Sports 
Park batting cage, $17,500 from surplus 
for a personnel consultant, and $30,000 
from the Greenbelt Station reserve for an 
economic development study. In addi-

tion, the Council agreed that money 
should be set aside for an urban tree 
initiative, but it requires a framework to 
determine funding levels.  

Mayor Calvo said that the street repairs 
line item in the Public Works budget was 
increased from $10,000 to $20,000 to 
pay for patching the Town's deteriorating 
roads. However, a more comprehensive 
plan is needed for renovating all Town 
streets. Public Works Director Lockley 
has been invited to discuss the roads at 
the next worksession. There are a num-
ber of different problems that should be 
fixed in the short term, such as the storm 
water drainage issues highlighted by 
Director Lockley at a previous workses-
sion. This and other needed curb and 
gutter work could possibly be performed 
by the sidewalk contractor now in Town. 
As part of a comprehensive plan, an in-
ventory of all current problems afflicting 
the roads is needed. Beyond that, a 
framework for fixing the roads over the 
long term should be developed, including 
options on how to pay for it. 

CM Rasmussen asked what kind of stan-
dards the Town would use when budget-
ing for road renovation: less expensive 
but aesthetically acceptable versus more 
expensive but durable. Mayor Calvo 
agreed that is a central point. It may be 
advantageous to patch roads until there 
are enough savings to pay for a major 
project in cash and avoid debt payments. 
However, at some point, postponing re-
surfacing will damage the sub-base and 
necessitate a more expensive replace-
ment of the entire road bed. 

MPT Kulpa-Eddy questioned whether 
there is enough money in the bulletin and 
copier maintenance line items of the Ad-
ministration Department budget. TA 
Cowles said that she will check into it. 
CM Rasmussen asked if there are any 
guidelines for developing a comprehen-
sive tree program. He has looked into 
different types of matching funds offered 
by County and State agencies, re-
establishing a tree board, and amending 
Ordinance 122 - Urban Forest. Mayor 
Calvo said that guidelines for replanting 
trees would be useful. The Edmonston 
Road buffer was cleared by Pepco and to 
some extent replanted, but still seems 
incomplete. On the other hand, vines are 
still overrunning the buffer and should 
probably be cleared. Any tree program 
should have an educational component 
that advises on which trees should be 
planted where and how to care for them. 

 

 

(Continued on page 11) 
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In conclusion, Mayor Calvo noted that there are several open issues in the FY 2016 
budget that still need to be addressed: a roads plan, a method for tracking gas usage in 
the Public Works Department, and health insurance.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 

Kerstin Harper, Town Clerk 

Clean Lot Violations  April 

High Grass/ Vegetation 76 

Tree Parts/ Yard Waste 4 

Animals 2 

Trash/ Litter 7 

Refuse Collection 7 

Vehicles 16 

Miscellaneous 13 

Commercial 11 

Total Clean Lot Violations 136 

Abatements 2 

Permits 
  

Building 3 

Dumpster/ PODs 2 

Violations 2 

Rentals 
  

New Rentals 1 

Lost Rentals 2 

Total Rentals 201 

Inspections 11 

Re-inspections 9 

Fines 3 

Vacant Homes 
  

New Vacant Homes 3 

Lost Vacant Homes 0 

Total Vacant Properties 46 

New Code Supervisor 

We are pleased to announce that Freddie Glass has 
joined us as the new Code Supervisor. Mr. Glass 
previously worked as a code officer for the City of 
Bowie and the Town of North Brentwood and is certi-
fied in building and property maintenance. He will be 
responsible for coordinating day-to-day operations of 
the Code Department under the direction of the 
Town Administrator and the Councilmember for 
Code Compliance.  

If you have any code-related questions, please call  
301-513-9331 or email fglass@town.berwyn-heights.md.us. 

GRASS SEASON IS HERE! 

Please remember to keep your grass cut 

below 10 inches. 

tel:301-513-9331
mailto:fglass@town.berwyn-Heights.md.us
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BERWYN PLANTS  

Is having a plant sale 

during the town-wide yard sale. 

Containers, perennials, and  

bedding plants. 

 

Saturday, June 20th  

8 AM until 1 PM 

 

8411 58th Avenue 

 

Visit us on  

Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/BerwynPlants 
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“Celebrating more than 30 Years in Berwyn Heights” 
 The Senior Center is open from 10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M., Monday through Friday.  Drop in and meet 

your neighbors.  Also check the boards for special activities.  Drop in to the Center, or attend the meet-

ing, and find out what’s going on.  There is always something to do even if it is just getting together. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO JUNE ACTIVITIES 

June 2 Bingo 12:30 P.M. 

June 3 Wii Bowling 10:30 A.M. 

June 4 Pool Night 7:00 P.M. 

June 9 Meeting 11:00 A.M. 

 Bingo 1:00 P.M. 

June 10 Wii Bowling 10:30 A.M. 

June  11 Pool Night 7:00 P.M. 

June 13 Potluck & Movie 5:00 P.M. 

June 16 Bingo 12:30 P.M. 

June 17 Wii Bowling 10:30 A.M. 

June 18 Pool Night 7:00 P.M. 

June 23 Meeting & Potluck 

Bingo 

11:00 A.M. 

1:00 P.M. 

June 24 Wii Bowling 10:30 A.M. 

June 25 Pool Night 7:00 P.M. 

June 30 Bingo 12:30 P.M. 

June 7 Dianna Lee Hall 

June 10 Eunice Burton 

June 12 Mark Anderson 

June 16 Elaine Colihan 

June 23 Grace Karikari 

June 26 Patti Dennison 

June 27 Susan Johnson 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

301-466-1807 Anthony Schreiber 

Happy Father’s 
Day and 

Grandfather’s 
Day 
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POLICE BEAT 
Includes crimes and accidents that occurred 
during the month of April 2015.  It is not a 
complete listing of every crime and/or acci-
dent that occurred in the Town.  Incidents are 
listed from beginning of the month to the end 
of the month, starting with the first report 
taken during the period within a specified 

category. 
 
04/06/2015 at 7:46 am, Pfc. Ignowski responded to the 5700 
block of Berwyn Road for a report of a damaged back hoe. 
 
04/06/2015 at 6:30 pm, Cpl. Roberson responded to the loca-
tion of Greenbelt Road near 57th. Avenue for an accident 
involving two vehicles. 
 
04/08/2015 at 10:29 am, Pvt. Ramirez responded to the 
BHPD station and met with a Town resident who claims that 
her credit card was compromised on or about October 2014. 
 
04/07/2015 at 11:45 pm, Sgt. Moroney responded to the 7700 
block of Edmonston Road for a report of a dog bite incident.  
Owner of the alleged dogs also resides in the same block; 

refuses to cooperate with the officers.  Animal Control was con-
tacted and report submitted.  
 
04/13/2015 at 12:02 pm, Pfc. Ignowski submitted a found property 
report.  Citizen found a zippered bag filled with I.D's.   
 
04/14/2015 at 10:20 pm, Sgt. Moroney responded to the 6200 
block of Greenbelt Road for a dispute between co-workers. 
 
04/15/2015 at 12:30 pm, Pvt. Ramirez responded to the Berwyn 
Heights Department Works for a report of an assault between two 
co-workers . 04/17/2015 at 8:22 am, Pvt. Ramirez submitted a 
found property report.  A Manitou Mountain Bike was found in the 
6200 block of Pontiac Street. 
 
04/17/2015 at 8:50 am, Pvt. Ramirez impounded a 2003 GMC 
truck from the 5900 block of Greenbelt Road.  Driver was not li-
censed. 
 
04/20/2015 at 12:05 pm, Pfc. Ignowski impounded a 2003 Honda 
from the 6100 block of Seminole Street. The driver was sus-
pended. 
 
04/22/2015 at 7:51, Pvt. Hollowell responded to the 6200 block of 
Quebec Street for a vandalism report.  Victim alleged that some-
one had been throwing small rocks at his vehicle.  
 
04/24/2015 at 6:30 pm, Cpl. Roberson impounded a 2006 Chevy 
truck from the location of Greenbelt Road and 57th.Avenue due to 
an accident. 
 
04/28/2015 at 8:18 am, Pfc. Ignowski responded to the Greenbelt 
Road Shell for a counterfeit $20.00. 
 
04/29/2015 at 3:00 pm, Pvt. Yomayra and Pfc. Krouse responded 
to the 5800 block of Ruatan Street for a report of a 17 y/o runaway. 
 
04/30/2015 at 3:40 am, Sgt. Moroney responded to the 8000 block 
of Cunningham Drive for a property damage report. 
 
04/30/2015 at 10:28 am, Pfc. Ignowski responded to the Berwyn 
Heights Town Hall for a report of an injured / sick person. Subject 
was described as an Asian male in his late 20's who was trans-
ported to the hospital. 
 
04/30/2015 at 11:18 am, Pfc. Ignowski responded to the Parkway 
Liquor for a report of an illegal dumping.  
 
MONTH OF APRIL -- PERMITS  ISSUED FROM TOWN HALL. 
None reported 

After Business Hours: 
 

NON-EMERGENCY POLICE  
DISPATCH PHONE NUMBER  

301-352-1200 
Tell the P.G. County Dispatcher the na-

ture of your problem; specify that the on-duty Berwyn 

Heights Police officer respond to your call.    

 IN AN EMERGENCY CALL 911 

 Filming  

 Berwyn  

 Heights 
 

Producer Bill Cornette will be out and about film-
ing scenes of Berwyn Heights this summer.  He 
has been engaged by the Four Cities Coalition to 
make a promotional video, and has a letter of in-
troduction from the Town.  

School will be out for School will be out for 
the summer on June 23.  the summer on June 23.  
Please watch out for Please watch out for 
kids playing in the kids playing in the 
streets.streets.  
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House Cleaning: Berwyn Heights resi-
dent since 2000 - with 25 years profes-
sional house cleaning experience and 
takes pride in the work done looking for 
new clients. References in Town and out 
of town are available. Please give me a 
call and let me help tackle the house 
cleaning for you. Free estimates. Please 
call (301) 474-3024.  

Want adventure and achievement?  
Join Boy Scout Troop 740.  We meet at 
Holy Redeemer’s Fealy Hall every Tues-
day evening.  For details, call scoutmas-
ter Loren Lavoy at 301-651-4928. 

Need Computer help? Call RJ 240-602-
0815. Microsoft A+ Certified.  

Licensed Family Daycare:  Opening for 
infant to 12 years old.  Before and after 
care for BH Elementary School available. 
Vouchers are accepted.  Meals are pro-
vided.  Openings are Monday-Friday from 
6 AM to 6 PM.  Please contact Karuna at 
301-345-2939. 

BH Republican Club meets once a 
month, usually on the last Monday, at the 
Senior Center and welcomes all residents 
to participate.  For more information, 
check out the Berwyn Heights Republi-
cans Webpage: 

www.npgcrc.com/pages/BHR.html 
 

STRESSED!!! Are you a Senior, a rela-
tive or friend of a Senior? Are you, or 
they, worried about staying home long-
term? If you'd  like some direction or as-
sistance, without alienating your loved 
one, I CAN HELP YOU. Sealani Weiner, 
Geriatric Care Manager. Licensed Inde-
pendent Clinical Social Worker in MD & 
DC, Certified Care Manager AND Berwyn 

Heights resident.  240-965-7274. 

Tutor:  Learning Specialist with vast ex-
perience helping children with learning 
challenges.  For a free consultation call or 
email Kathy Brosh, 301-474-2002, kathy-
brosh@gmail.com.  References avail-
able. 

Cordless Electric Lawnmower: Free, 
but note that battery is old and getting 
weak.  Contact Eric:  301-345-1516. 
 

Berwyn Heights Residents. If you need 

your grass cut.  Call for free esti-

mate.  After 4:30pm.  Jeff 301-474-5803. 

JOIN THE BERWYN HEIGHTS  
YAHOO GROUP 

And stay on top of everything… 
https://groups.yahoo.com/group/

berwynheightsmd 

BULLETIN BOARD House Cleaning: Help with shopping, 
cooking, etc. 40-year resident of Berwyn 
Heights.  Very reliable and reasonable 
rates.  Please call DJ at 301- 345-1746 

Pet Services:  Experienced dog walker 
and pet sitter available.  Will happily help 
you with your pets.  Call Katelyn, 301-
233-2588. 

Lawn Mowing and Trimming, yard rak-
ing and cleanup, basement cleanout, 
painting, plumbing, general handyman. 
Reasonable rates and flexible schedule. 
Call Phil at 202-718-8530. Berwyn 
Heights references available. 

Meals-on-Wheels needs your HELP! 
This 35-year old program needs volun-
teers to help with their daily operations 
out of College Park location.  Please call 
301-474-1002 M-F, 8:30-12:00 if avail-
able. 

Need Yard Help?  Shawn and Jeremy 
have helped Berwyn Heights residents 
with mowing, raking, mulching, and more 
for several years.  Call 301-474-2002 

Childcare: Miss Debbie, the Mary Pop-
pins childcare provider of 29 years in 
B.H. is ISO another family.  Will play, 
read, color, do puzzles but no heavy 
housework as your child is more impor-
tant.  Will also watch children on week-
ends and evenings. Call (301)345-7622. 

Berwyn Heights Cleaning:  Cleaning 
your home like my own.  Residential & 
commercial.  References available in 
Berwyn Heights.  Over 10 years profes-
sional experience.  Providing my own 
materials and rational price.  240-645-
5140 or angelalazo1@hotmail.com 

Boys & Girls Club  

President:  Shinita Hemby 202-531-

 6066 

Soccer Commissioner: Jason  

 Papanikolas 240-338-5191 

Baseball Commissioner: Ronnie  

 Compton 301-345-2661 

Tee Ball Commissioner: Jim Hudson 
 301-982-2052 

Basketball Commissioner: 

 Kristen Buker 240-965-7055 

Cheerleading Commissioner: Kristen 
 Buker 240-965-7055 

Ball Hockey Commissioner: Kevin  

 Conover 301-441-1569 

Track Commissioner: Jeff Osmond  

 301-474-2737 
 

Neighborhood Watch/Emergency Pre-

paredness/CERT 

Co-Chair Ron Shane 240-965-7022  

Co-Chair Joan Hayden 301-474-5037 
 

Historical Committee 

 Kerstin Harper  301-474-5000 

 Kerstin.harper59@gmail.com 
 

Men’s Basketball League 

 Jim McGinnis 301-651-8142 

 

Playgroup 

 Jaime Sampson  

 sampson.jaime@gmail.com 
 

Quilter’s Club 

  Lois Williams 301-345-6214 

 

Recreation Council 

 Trinity Tomsic 301-474-6350 

      Jaime Sampson      
 sampson.jaime@gmail.com 
 

Seniors Club 

 Jean McConnell 301-345-6373  
 

Green Team 

 Therese Forbes 301-982-7115 
 

BH Elementary School PTA 

 Georgiana Stark 

 President@BHESPTA.org 
 

Karate Club 

 Leon Swain 301-237-2829 

 Theresa Beck 301-728-2881 

 beck_theresa@yahoo.com 

COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATIONS 

GET ALERTS 

Local Public Safety, Weather, Traffic,  
And now… 

Town of Berwyn Heights  
Closings & Cancellations 

Sign up with Nixle or Town Twitter mail: 

https://local.nixle.com/register/  

And/or https://twitter.com/

berwynheightsmd 

For Sale—Sacrifice: Riding lawn 
mower, as is, $200; Large screened ga-
zebo, mint, box unopened, $150.  Need 
help with sewing project?  (My house or 
Yours.)  Call Nancy 301-345-2022 for 
more details on all three items. 

PIANO LESSONS: In your home! Former 
PGCPS music teacher, experienced pri-
vate teacher. $27 per half-hour lesson. 
Call Ms. Liz:  240-601-2825. 

http://www.npgcrc.com/pages/BHR.html
tel:301-345-1516
tel:240-601-2825
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Thomas A. Gentile, Attorney 

301-908-9427 (cell) 

tgentile301@yahoo.com 

www/thomasgentile.com 

 

 

Berwyn Heights Resident 

Admitted to Practice, MD, DC, VA 

Over 33 years experience 

Wills, Powers of Attorney, Probate, Trusts, 

General Practice 

Home Visits to Berwyn Heights Residents 
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No Trash 

PickUp 
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TOWN OF BERWYN HEIGHTS 

5700 Berwyn Road 

Berwyn Heights, Maryland 20740-2799 

CARRIER-ROUTE SORTED 

PRESORT STANDARD 

U. S. Postage Paid 

College Park, Maryland 

POSTAL CUSTOMER 

BERWYN HEIGHTS, MARYLAND 

Dated Material — Do Not Delay! 

TOWN INFORMATION 

Town of Berwyn Heights Phone Nos. 
Emergency - Fire Rescue  .........................  9-1-1  

Police (Non-Emergency) …………………  (301) 352-1200  

Police Administrative Office  .....................  (301) 474-6554  

Code Compliance Department  ................  (301) 513-9331  

          Email:  code@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Public Works Department  .........................  (301) 474-6897  

          Email:  publicworks@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Fire Department  ........................................  (301) 474-7866  

Senior Center  ............................................  (301) 474-0018   

Community Center (Gym)  .........................  (301) 345-2808  

Town Office  ...............................................  (301) 474-5000  

         Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Call-A-Bus Reservations …………………. (301) 474-5000  

Mayor and Council 
 

Cheye Calvo  (301) 474-6350 ccalvo@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 
Mayor — Public Safety and Health 
 

Jodie Kulpa-Eddy  (301) 345-1516  jkulpaeddy@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 
Mayor Pro Tem  — Administration 
 

Patti Dennison  (301) 404-2759 pdennison@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 
Councilmember — Parks and Recreation, Education and Civic Affairs 
 

Christopher Rasmussen (612) 432-0710    crasmussen@town.berwyn- 
Councilmember — Code Compliance  heights.md.us 
 

Anthony Schreiber  (301) 466-1807 aschreiber@town.berwyn-heights.md.us  
Councilmember — Public Works 

Regular Trash Collection Schedule 
North of Pontiac…………… Mondays & Thursdays 

South of Pontiac…………… Tuesdays & Fridays 

Heavy Trash Day: 

Monday for North of Pontiac 

Tuesday for South of Pontiac 

Recycling Schedule: 

Wednesdays for the entire Town. 

Town Helpline 
Do you have a suggestion or problem or a 

question on an ordinance, or have a histori-

cal question?  Want to receive meeting 

agendas or minutes by email? 

Email Town at 

contact@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Be assured that your communication 

will be answered promptly 

Watch Council Meetings 
 

On Comcast channel 71 
FIOS channel 12 

 

Most recent meeting:  M-S 11:00 A.M. 

2nd most recent mtg:  M-S 3:00 P.M. 

3rd most recent mtg:   

Tue, Thu, Fri., Sun.: 8:00 P.M. 

Questions or advertising rates — call Administration Department at (301) 474-5000. 

Or email:  jcowles@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Submission deadline is the 15th of the month by 12:00 noon! 

Helen Van Doren, Design & Layout 

Town of Berwyn Heights Website:  http://www.berwyn-heights.com; Follow us on Twitter @BerwynHeightsMD 




