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GreenBee BuzzWorthy: 

Energy Efficiency  
Assistance Program 
 
In collaboration with other Prince 

George’s County municipalities, the 

Town of Berwyn Heights can offer 

funding to 20 low-to-moderate in-

come residents who are in need of 

home improvements that reduce 

utility bills, such as insulation or 

heating system repairs.  If you are 

interested in this program, please 

send your name, address, phone 

number, and email to the Berwyn 

Heights Green Team,

(bgreen.berwynheights@gmail.com 

or kristinlarson274@gmail.com) or 

call Kristin Larson from the Green 

Team at 202-630-3178 for more in-

formation.  Stop by the Town Office 

for an application form. 

JOIN THE BERWYN HEIGHTS YAHOO GROUP AND STAY ON TOP OF 
EVERYTHING —  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Berwyn Heights Group/ 

TOWN  

ADMINISTRATOR 

JOB OPENING 

 

The Town of Berwyn 
Heights is looking for a new 
Town Administrator as the 
long-serving Edward J. Mur-
phy is getting ready to retire. 
The Town Administrator is 
the Town's chief administra-
tive and financial officer, su-
pervises its daily operations, 
and implements the Town 
Council's  policies, goals 
and priorities.  

Position description and ap-
plication are available online 
at: 

www.thenovakconsulting 
group.com/jobs. 

IMPORTANT  

PEPCO  

TELEPHONE  

NUMBERS 
 

English Speaking Customers 

 (202) 872-3432 TO REPORT 

Downed Wires, Burning Wires, Struck 
Poles or Life Threatening Electrical 

System Situations 

CALL (877) 737-2662 TO REPORT 

Power Outages   

CALL (877) 737-2662 TO REPORT 

Report Street Light Out  

(Need Pepco Pole Number and 

house  number of nearest house) 
 

Hard of Hearing Customers 

TTY (202) 872-2369 
 

Spanish Speaking Customers 

CALL (202) 872-4641 por  

Servicio en Espanol  

Languages other than English or 

Spanish  

CALL (202) 833-7500 

Customers with Emergency Medical  

or Life Support Equipment or Special 

Needs 

CALL (202) 833-7500 FOR  

Registration to be on Priority List 

   

NON-EMERGENCY  
POLICE  

DISPATCH PHONE  
NUMBER  

(301-352-1200) 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Call 301-352-1200 (P.G. County 
Police). 

2. Give dispatcher your name, ad-
dress where you are, a phone num-
ber where you can be reached, and 
explain why you need a police offi-
cer.  

3. Critically Important:  Tell the dis-
patcher you want the on-duty Ber-
wyn Heights police officer to re-
spond. 

4. In an emergency, Call 911. 

DOOR-TO-DOOR SALESMEN 

AND SOLICITORS  

MUST HAVE TOWN PERMIT 

Door-to-door 
sales people 
and solicitors 
must have a 
Town-Issued 
Solicitor’s 
Permit. 

Residents and businesses are 
urged to ask to see the Town Solici-
tor’s Permit of anyone who comes 
to their door to sell or solicit.  The 
Town does do a check on the indi-
viduals and the organizations they 
are representing. Be safe, rather 
than sorry.  If in doubt, call the Of-
fice of the Town Administrator at 
301-474-5000. 

GET ALERTS 
Local Public Safety, 

Weather, Traffic  

And now… 

Town of Berwyn Heights 

Closings & Cancellations 

Sign up with  

Nixle or Town Twitter mail: 

https://local_nixle.com/register 

And/or https://twitter.com/ 

Berwyn HeightsMD 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=p6R3LoBBgj7T9M&tbnid=B4678D5WUKDTiM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2F---chazz.squidoo.com%2Ffinding-and-using-public-domain-and-royalty-free-images-and-clip-art-pictures&ei=OKnq
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Berwyn Heights homicide from 2 years 
ago was convicted thanks in part to the 
collaboration and testimony of Officers 
Roberson and Thompson. Further, a 
customer of the 7 Eleven on Edmonston 
Road was robbed last week in the early 
morning hours. 

MPT Kulpa-Eddy said the Prince 
George's County Planning Department is 
undertaking a comprehensive update to 
the Prince George's County zoning ordi-
nance and subdivision regulations, which 
has not been updated in 50 years. 
County residents are invited to give input 
at upcoming listening sessions on June 
3, 4, and 5. She will attend the June 5 
session in Riverdale. On June 12, the 
Chesapeake overlay zone will be up for 
discussion. CM Dennison announced 
that the Recreation Council will review 
Berwyn Heights Day at the next meeting 
on Thursday. The Green Team's commu-
nity garden is almost complete and looks 
good. Mayor Calvo announced that the 
Green Team has completed all require-
ments for the Sustainable Maryland certi-
fication and will submit it soon.  

Citizen comments: Mayor Calvo re-
ceived a reminder about posting no-
soliciting signs. The signs will be posted 
at the entrances to the Town and an-
nounce that solicitors must have a Town 
permit.  

Robert Baker, Osage Street, commented 
on a mudslide in his back yard caused by 
the improper application of fill dirt by his 
neighbor. He thinks the neighbor violated 
zoning laws by back-filling his property 
without a retaining wall. The fill dirt is 
piled up against particle board leaned 
against a chain link fence, which is now 
failing. Mayor Calvo replied that the 
County and Town failed to deal with this 
problem when it came up. Meanwhile, 
the owners who created the situation 
sold the property. The new owners have 
not yet dealt with the problem. The Town 
will have to figure out a way to address it. 

At 8:03 p.m., the Council took a 5 minute 
break. 

Council priorities: Mayor Calvo asked 
Councilmembers to brainstorm goals and 
priorities for the Council's next term. The 
following issues were put on the table: 

• Comprehensive road repair plan 

• Street lighting for dark areas 

• Tree maintenance and Town-

wide shade tree plan (County 
has tree planting grant) 

• Completion of priority 1 side-

walks 

• Completion of emergency gen-

erator project 

• Amenities and programs for 

local schools 

• Marketing Berwyn Heights 

(possibly in the context of FBI 
headquarters relocation) 

• Improve outreach through web-

site, BHTV and social media 

• Hiring and training a new Town 

Administrator 

• Repositioning Code Depart-

ment to enforce the Town's 
community standards 

• Developing strategies to im-

prove and/or modernize the 
Town's housing stock 

• Regulating construction of over-

sized homes (in conjunction 
with PGCMA and County zon-
ing office) 

• Attracting new businesses (in 

conjunction with Four Cities) 

• Permanent location for police 

department and fire department 

• Dog park 

• Increasing composting to re-

duce refuse (in conjunction with 
Green Team) 

• Outreach to ethnic communities 

• Transition to acceptance of 

credit cards 

• Upgrade agenda packets 

• Overhaul personnel manual, 

Council Rules, Election Ordi-
nance 

FY 2014 budget amendment: Mayor 
Calvo explained that, every year, the 
Council has to reconcile actual revenues 
and expenditures for the current year 
with what was budgeted, which is done 
through a year-end budget amendment. 
TA Murphy provided the revised Ordi-
nance 167 - FY 2014 Budget Amend-
ment, and an updated statement of ac-
tual revenues and expenditures. He said 
that the reconciliation is still ongoing. At 
this point, he is budgeting $65,000 from 
surplus to balance the budget but is 
working to reduce that amount. General 
Accounting Standards now allow for 
insurance recovery to be designated as 
revenue, which adds $28,000 in insur-
ance receipts to the balance sheet. Sec-
ond, income taxes are likely to come in 
at least $40,000 over budget. Another 

W orksession 

June 3, 2014 

   

 The meeting was called to order 
at 6:00 p.m. Present were Mayor Cheye 
Calvo, Mayor Pro Tem (MPT) Jodie 
Kulpa-Eddy and Councilmembers (CMs) 
Patricia Dennison, Chris Rasmussen, 
and Anthony Schreiber. Also present 
were Town Administrator (TA) Edward 
Murphy, Clerk Kerstin Harper, and citi-
zens. 

1. Executive Session (6:00 p.m. - 7:07 

p.m.) 

TA Recruitment:  CM Rasmussen 
moved and CM Dennison seconded to 
go into an executive session to discuss 
the recruitment plan for a new Town Ad-
ministrator. With matter discussed, CM 
Rasmussen moved and CM Dennison 
seconded to close the executive session. 
The meeting then proceeded with the 
regular order. 

2. Mayor 

Agenda: The following items were 
added to the agenda: introduction and 
explanation of Council proceedings and 
school zones speed limit change. 

Announcements: The deadline for reg-
istering to vote is today at 8:00 p.m... 

Introduction (added item): Mayor 
Calvo explained the agenda and meeting 
procedures for the benefit of the new 
councilmembers. 

Calendar: The dates for the first and 
second worksession of August were 
moved to August 11 and 25, respec-
tively. The August 11 worksession will 
start at 6 p.m. with an executive session 
to screen TA candidates. The first work-
session of September may be moved to 
September 8, if Hello Huskies is on Sep-
tember 2. 

Minutes: On a motion by CM Dennison 
and second by MPT Kulpa-Eddy, the 
April 21 worksession minutes were ap-
proved 4-0-1, with CM Rasmussen ab-
staining. The May 14 Town meeting min-
utes were distributed. 

Department Reports: Mayor Calvo re-
ported that he was busy meeting with 
Councilmembers and directors to make 
department assignments. He also took 
the time to get more familiar with Code 
Department operations, as the Council 
will soon hire a new Code supervisor. He 
learned a lot from talking with staff and 
participating in a rental inspection and a 
patrol. Currently, the Code Department is 
focused on vacant homes and thinking 
about how to accelerate the abatement 
process. Regarding the police, he is 
happy to report that the perpetrator in a 
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adjustment he made is the distribution of 
merit increases and COLAs to the de-
partments, based on the merit increases 
earned by employees in each depart-
ment. A deficit of $6,200 in General Gov-
ernment will be addressed by shifting the 
expense for the code supervisor search 
to the Code Department, which has 
money to absorb it. 

Mayor Calvo commented that the code 
supervisor search expense can be 
shifted without a budget amendment. 
Further, there is no need to try to reduce 
the money taken from surplus to balance 
the budget. The amount of surplus ulti-
mately will be determined by the audit. 
The goal of the budget amendment is to 
make sure there are adequate funds in 
each major activity to cover projected 
expenses. The question is if any depart-
ments are over-budget and need addi-
tional funds. TA Murphy said that the 
Town Center budget is over budget, but 
he has not yet determined why. MPT 
Kulpa-Eddy thought several unexpected 
repairs in the Town Center may be the 
reason.  

Mayor Calvo noted it appears to be only 
the maintenance & repair line item, which 
is over budget. It would be easier to see 
where the problem lies if maintenance 
and repairs were tracked in separate line 
items. TA Murphy was asked to find out 
why the Town Center budget is over 
budget, and to separate maintenance 
and repairs in all department budgets. 
The Council is to be emailed the revised 
budget amendment before it is adopted 
at the June Town meeting.  

In response to CM Rasmussen and CM 
Schreiber, Mayor Calvo explained the 
Town Charter prohibits spending money 
in excess of what was appropriated for 
any major activity.  A major activity is a 
budget category, such as a departmental 
budget, or the Town Center budget, un-
der which specific line items are aggre-
gated.  

 Energy efficiency grant: TA Murphy 
explained that the Town is a participant, 
with several other Prince George's mu-
nicipalities led by the Town of Bladens-
burg, in an energy efficiency grant pro-
gram that provides funds to 15 low in-
come families to make energy efficiency 
improvements to their homes. There are 
two funding sources for different types of 
energy improvements: 1) the Maryland 
Energy Administration (MEA) Em-
POWER Communities Grant finances 
upgrades to more energy efficient equip-
ment inside the home, such as HVAC, 
water heaters, etc; and 2) the Depart-
ment of Housing and Community Devel-
opment (DHCD) Community Legacy 
Grant provides funds to make homes 

more energy efficient by installing new 
windows and doors, for example. In or-
der for Berwyn Heights to qualify for the 
Community Legacy Grant funds, the 
Town has to be a Sustainable Maryland 
certified community, which it will be 
soon, and sign a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding with the Town of Bladens-
burg, which can be taken up at the June 
Town meeting. 

TA Murphy said 3 families have signed 
up so far. He is attempting get a total of 
20 home owners to apply by advertising 
in the Bulletin and on the website, and 
by sending out targeted letters. MPT 
Kulpa-Eddy asked for clarification of 
Article 8 (a) of the MOU. Mayor Calvo 
said, although it is awkwardly written, the 
Article provides for the Town to hold 
DHCD harmless for any liability in con-
nection with the program. However, if a 
problem or legal issue arises from the 
program, the Town's insurance carrier 
will cover it.  

CM Rasmussen asked at what point the 
Town decides to get legal advice. Mayor 
Calvo said it is a judgment call. Usually, 
the Town Attorney is consulted when a 
new ordinance is adopted. A recent ex-
ample is the legal opinion requested for 
write-in candidacy procedures. In the 
case of this MOU, the municipalities and 
state agency share the same insurance 
carrier. It is unlikely there would be any 
coverage issues. 

3. Administration 

Bulletin cover: The following items 
were approved for the July Bulletin 
cover: 4th of July theme; National Night 
Out and holiday trash collection sched-
ule announcements. 

4. Code Compliance 

Vacant homes: Mayor Calvo explained 
that there are two vacant homes in Town 
that have been declared unfit for human 
habitation after years of neglect. Both 
have holes in the roof and water dam-
age. Descendents of the deceased for-
mer owners have been identified and 
informed of the possible condemnation, 
but have so far not taken any action to 
address the problem. Both homes also 
have untagged inoperable vehicles in the 
driveway, which makes it difficult for the 
Town to abate the overgrown properties. 
The condition of the homes is such that it 
is now cheaper to tear them down than 
to rebuild them.  

TA Murphy explained the issue the 
Council has to decide is by which proc-
ess the homes are to be condemned and 
demolished. If the Town decides to con-
demn the homes, it will have to pay for 
demolition upfront. The money will be 
recouped when there is a tax sale or the 

liens are paid off after the properties 
have been sold. Alternately, the Town 
can wait for the County to condemn the 
homes, which requires court approval. In 
this case, the County would perform and 
pay for the demolition, but it can take 
years to be done.  

Mayor Calvo said, tonight, he would like 
the Council to consider establishing a 
sinking fund to finance abatements and 
demolitions, although a formal process 
for demolitions still needs to be estab-
lished. Further, he would like the Council 
to authorize removal of the untagged 
vehicles from these properties. Removal 
should probably follow the County proc-
ess, which allows for inoperable vehicles 
to be towed. The Town's Clean Lot Ordi-
nance actually allows unregistered vehi-
cles to be parked on a property if they 
are covered. However, the prescribed 
cover should fit the vehicle; it should not 
be a tarp tied with strings, as is the case 
with the cars on these vacant properties. 
Lastly, he would like the Council to ap-
prove the abatement of the vacant prop-
erties after the vehicles have been re-
moved. 

MPT Kulpa-Eddy and CM Rasmussen 
expressed concern that the owners of 
untagged and inoperable vehicles are 
notified before they are turned over to 
the County for towing. TA Murphy was 
asked to find out about the County's 
process for towing inoperable vehicles 
and to notify owners that the County has 
been asked to remove the vehicles. CM 
Rasmussen moved and CM Schreiber 
seconded to have the County tow the 
vehicles in question. MPT Kulpa-Eddy 
further requested the Town get assur-
ances from the County that towing is 
limited to only the specific cars identified. 
The motion passed 5 to 0, subject to the 
limitation. 

Mayor Calvo said that he would like to 
set up an abatement fund sooner rather 
than later, in order to expedite the sale of 
the troubled properties. This should 
probably be done with a budget amend-
ment. CM Rasmussen said that it may 
also require establishing ground rules on 
how the funds can be used, as the 
money recovered from liens or tax sale is 
not necessarily equal to the money spent 
on demolitions. No decision was made to 
set up the fund, but the issue was desig-
nated a Council priority for the next term. 
TA Murphy was asked to contact the 
County to set their condemnation proc-
ess in motion. 

Nothing was discussed under 5. Parks 

and Recreation. 

6. Public Safety 

School zone speed limit: Mayor Calvo 
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explained that the state legislature re-
cently changed the speed camera law to 
raise the speed limit in school zones from 
15 mph to 20 mph. The Town's speed 
camera vendor has informed TA Murphy 
they will not issue tickets unless the new 
speed limit is posted. This means the 
Town has to buy new signs. It also 
means that fewer tickets will be issued 
because speed camera tickets can only 
be issued if a car goes 12 mph over the 
posted speed limit, or 32 mph. The police 
however, could start issuing tickets to 
any car going over 20 mph. 

MPT Kulpa-Eddy asked if the speed limit 
increase also applies to the other streets 
surrounding the school, Quebec Street 
and 63rd Avenue. Mayor Calvo said he 
thinks the speed limit change only ap-
plies to those areas where speed camera 
monitoring is in effect. So, he would pro-
pose to only change it in the 6200 block 
of Pontiac Street. CM Schreiber so 
moved. CM Rasmussen seconded. MPT 
Kulpa-Eddy asked if the speed limit writ-
ten on the pavement must also be 
changed. TA Murphy said it would. The 
motion passed 4 to 1, with MPT Kulpa-
Eddy opposed. 

7. Public Works 

Surplus 1994 refuse truck: TA Murphy 
explained that this is the Town's oldest 
trash truck and can no longer pass 
County inspection. The vehicle also has 
a broken packer blade and other prob-
lems. It cannot haul any refuse, nor be 
converted to any other useful purpose. 
Therefore, Acting Director Lockley has 
requested permission to surplus the vehi-
cle. The intent is to give it to the Berwyn 
Heights Volunteer Fire Department for 
training purposes.  

Mayor Calvo proposed the Town try to 
sell it first. It may have some value, espe-
cially since it has a new transmission. If it 
can't be sold then it can be given away. 
CM Rasmussen asked that the Council 
be given an estimate on the scrap value 
of the truck together with any bids that 
may come in. Mayor Calvo asked for a 
motion to surplus the truck for maximum 
value. CM Schreiber so moved. CM Den-
nison seconded. The motion passed 5 to 
0. 

8. Executive Session (10:07 p.m. - 

10:34 p.m.) 

On a motion by CM Dennison and CM 
Schreiber, the Council went into execu-
tive session regarding two personnel 
matters. With matters discussed, CM 
Dennison moved and CM Schreiber sec-
onded to end the executive session. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:35 
p.m. 

Kerstin Harper, Town Clerk 

T own Meeting 

June 11, 2014 

 

 The meeting was called to or-
der at 8:00 p.m. Present were Mayor 
Calvo, Mayor Pro Tem (MPT) Kulpa-
Eddy, CMs Dennison, Rasmussen and 
Schreiber. Also present were Town Ad-
ministrator (TA) Murphy, Chief of Police 
Antolik, Treasurer Lape, Clerk Harper, 
ATHA Director Aaron Marcavitch and 
citizens. 

Mayor Calvo led the Pledge of Alle-
giance. 

1. Flash Flood Report 

Mayor Calvo gave a report on the June 
10 flash flood that caused considerable 
damage to homes in low lying areas. He 
said that Town Councilmembers were at 
the Maryland Municipal League (MML) 
Conference in Ocean City when the 
storm hit. But the response to the flood-
ing from the Town's staff, Volunteer Fire 
Department, and Neighborhood Watch/
Emergency Preparedness was very 
good, as was the initial response from 
the County. The Town is still gathering 
information about what exactly caused 
the flooding and which homes were af-
fected most. It appears that this storm 
simply produced too much rain for the 
storm drains to handle and backed up, 
especially in low areas where water 
tends to accumulate. The worst flooding 
occurred on the 8900 block of 59th Ave-
nue, the 8500 block of 58th Avenue and 
on Berwyn Road at 57th Avenue, but it 
also included many back door stair wells 
elsewhere. 

Yesterday, after the storm, County staff 
went door to door to make an assess-
ment of whether a home was fit for habi-
tation and/or needed to have the electric-
ity and gas turned off. Approximately 
twenty four homes were designated as 
unfit and the residents asked to stay 
elsewhere. The Town Center was 
opened as an emergency center, and 
the County set up a shelter in College 
Park. Everyone who needed an emer-
gency shelter was served. 

The Council decided to add bulk trash 
collection runs for the remainder of the 
week and waived permits for dumpsters 
and PODs to facilitate cleanup. Further, 
the Town plans to purchase a pump to 
be able to help residents that need to 
pump out their basement, and the Town 
office continues to act as a clearing-
house for information about assistance. 
Anyone needing help is encouraged to 
contact the Town office. 

Mayor Calvo said that he focused his 
effort on improving coordination with and 

amongst County agencies to get homes 
that had electricity and/or gas turned off 
reconnected. The County's Department 
of Permits, Inspections and Enforcement 
(DPIE) is responsible for inspecting 
homes and clearing it for reconnection of 
power. The Town will post information 
about the process for getting recon-
nected tomorrow. He is also trying to 
clarify whether insurance will pay for 
flood damage if a property is not in a 
flood plain, and to understand why the 
storm drain system failed.  

Mayor Calvo concluded by commending 
residents for their resilience and for the 
help offered by neighbors not directly 
affected by the flooding. The most urgent 
need, however, is for financial resources 
rather than clothing or household items. 
The Town will set up a flood assistance 
fund where residents can make a finan-
cial contribution. 

In response to Mike Attick, Mayor Calvo 
said that he does not believe that the 
Town has any recourse with the County 
in getting restitution if storm drains prove 
to have been the culprit for the flooding. 
Mr. Attick also commented about the 
need to get a permit before turning power 
back on and about bulk trash likely need-
ing to be picked up for several weeks as 
people wait to have insurance agents 
assess the damage and basements are 
repaired. 

2. ATHA Presentation 

Mayor Calvo welcomed Aaron Mar-
cavitch, Executive Director of the Ana-
costia Trails Heritage Area (ATHA). Mr. 
Marcavitch explained that ATHA is one of 
12 regional tourism organizations in 
Maryland that focuses on the Route 1 
corridor and northern Prince George's 
County. ATHA promotes history, art and 
culture, and for the last 3 years has been 
busy organizing events celebrating the bi
-centennial of the War of 1812. The cap-
stone of this series of events is the Un-
daunted Weekend taking place August 
23-24 at the Bladensburg waterfront. 
There will be a bevy of family activities, 
from re-enactments and demonstrations 
to children s' games and fireworks. More 
details about this and other Prince 
George's commemorative events can be 
f o u n d  a t  h t t p : / /
www.princegeorges1812.org. 

Mr. Marcavitch said that ATHA will next 
focus on bicycle tourism. The last seg-
ments of the Anacostia River trail have 
been completed, allowing riders to bike 
from Berwyn Heights all the way to down-
town Washington. With the new addi-
tions, the D.C. area is about to become 
one of the largest urban trail systems in 
the country. The Indian Creek trail in Ber-
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wyn Heights is part of the Anacostia 
trails, and the Town earlier this year ap-
plied for a $20,000 grant to improve bike 
infrastructure here with repair stations, 
bike racks and bike lanes. The grant 
application received favorable review by 
the Maryland Heritage Association with 
final word to be issued on July 7. Berwyn 
Heights is one of the keystones of the 
Anacostia trails where still-missing con-
nections to Greenbelt National Park and 
Old Greenbelt could be made. 

Bike tourism is one facet of a Healthy 
Eating/ Active Living (HEAL) initiative, 
sponsored by the D.C. Institute for Public 
Health Innovation that promotes healthy 
life styles in municipalities of the Mid 
Atlantic region. The Cities of Frederick 
and Cumberland have invested heavily 
in the C&O bike trail and have seen a big 
increase in tourism revenue. ATHA plans 
to partner with other municipalities in 
Northern Prince George's to further im-
prove bicycle infrastructure with security 
lighting, call boxes and signage to in-
crease usage. 

In response to Mayor Calvo, Mr. Mar-
cavitch said that a local bike share sta-
tion scheduled to open this summer has 
been put on hold because the company 
that makes the bicycles has gone bank-
rupt. However, new stations will open as 
soon as a new manufacturer has been 
located and bikes are delivered. A bike 
share station usually has 10-20 bikes, 
costs around $50,000 to set up and 
needs to be part of a larger group of 
stations to function. 

3. Minutes 

Clerk Harper read a summary of the May 
14 Town meeting minutes. On a motion 
by CM Dennison and second by MPT 
Kulpa-Eddy, the minutes were approved 
5 to 0. 

4. Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer Lape gave the Treasurer's 
report for the month of May. 

5. Mayor’s Report 

Mayor Calvo reported that the last month 
has probably been the busiest month in 
his tenure. Many important issues are 
confronting this Council, with top billing 
going to hiring a new Code supervisor 
position and Town Administrator. Tomor-
row, the Council will meet in executive 
session to interview the top candidate for 
the Code position after having sifted 
through more than 2 dozen applications. 
It is hoped that the Town will have some-
one in place by July. The search for a 
new Town Administrator will officially 
start with the posting of a position de-
scription at the consultant's website by 
the end of this week. It is hoped that, by 

the end of July, a short list of candidates 
will have been identified and by August 
interviews with finalists can be con-
ducted. 

Mayor Calvo further reported that he also 
had a chance to get to know the internal 
operations of the Code Department. He 
rode along on a code patrol and accom-
panied an officer on a rental inspection. 
He learned that there about 37 vacant 
properties in Town, which pose a special 
challenge to the Code Department, as 
well as 2 properties that have been de-
clared unfit for human habitation. The 
Council recently discussed the process 
for condemning these properties and 
having them demolished. To accelerate 
the process, the Town may decide to 
front the money which will be recouped 
when these properties are sold and liens 
paid off. His study of the Code Depart-
ment has led him to the conclusion that a 
disproportionate share of its workload is 
caused by a small group of repeat of-
fenders. He intends to ask the Council to 
revise the regulations for dealing with 
repeat offenses in order to streamline the 
process. 

In other news, the Council will hold an 
executive session at the next workses-
sion to interview the current acting Public 
Works director for the permanent director 
position, effective July 1. At the recent 
MML conference, he had the honor to be 
elected Vice President of the Prince 
George's County Municipal Association 
(PGCMA) in a runoff election against the 
Mayor of Seat Pleasant. He also met 
with County Executive Baker to discuss 
County agencies the Town has found 
difficult to deal with, such as DPIE and 
the non-emergency communications 
system. He also talked with the Town's 
auditor and engineering firm, and at-
tended workshops on Maryland's eco-
nomic outlook, the HEAL program and 
Sustainable Maryland. The Town's sus-
tainable Maryland application has been 
submitted and the certification is immi-
nent. Finally, Mayor Calvo announced 
that he has appointed CM Rasmussen 
as head of the Code Department and CM 
Schreiber as head of the Public Works 
Department.  

6. Department Reports 

Administration: MPT Kulpa-Eddy re-
ported that the Administration Depart-
ment has been preoccupied with finaliz-
ing the FY 2014 Budget Amendments 
that will be adopted tonight and with co-
ordinating the Town's response to the 
flash flood. At the MML conference, she 
took training relevant to Town admini-
stration, including election issues and 
emergency management. She was sur-
prised to learn that other small towns 

also have trouble with getting residents 
to run for Town Council and useful infor-
mation was exchanged on how to in-
crease citizen involvement. 

Further, MPT Kulpa-Eddy attended 
County Councilmember Olson's recent 
community meeting. She found out that 
the County offers up to $10,000 in 
matching grants for tree planting the 
Town may want to apply for. Lastly, she 
attended a Planning Department listen-
ing session about a planned rewrite of 
the Prince George's County zoning ordi-
nance. The existing ordinance is out-
dated and full of exceptions and not very 
user friendly. The next step is the discus-
sion of a road map for the amendment 
process, which she intends to stay in-
formed about. 

Code Compliance: CM Rasmussen 
reported that he looks forward to heading 
the Code Department and meeting with 
the new Code supervisor. His first job 
after college was as a college student 
housing administrator, where he became 
familiar with the challenge of enforcing 
community standards and balancing the 
needs of the community with the rights 
and interests of individual home owners. 
He noted that he and his partner own 3 
rental units in Berwyn Heights. He in-
tends to be open about any matter that 
affects his properties to avoid any poten-
tial conflicts of interest. When his rental 
property is inspected, he will ask another 
Councilmember to be present to ensure 
impartiality, and offer to recuse himself 
from any decisions that would have a 
financial impact on his rental property. 

CM Rasmussen reported at the MML 
conference he took training in the funda-
mentals of municipal government, such 
as municipal budgeting, elections and 
legal issues. He also had the opportunity 
to network with many elected officials 
from neighboring cities and towns, which 
will be important in working collabora-
tively with them. The highlights for him 
were the gubernatorial candidates’ fo-
rum, and the keynote address by Cal 
Ripken. 

Lastly, CM Rasmussen recognized the 
UMD Women's Lacrosse team for win-
ning the national championship and 
men's baseball team which advanced to 
regional finals, and the University itself 
for becoming a member of the Big Ten. 
He related that he attended a moving 
Memorial Day celebration at the Phillips-
Kleiner Veterans of Foreign Wars post in 
College Park and hopes that Berwyn 
Heights might participate in such a cere-
mony in the future.  

Parks and Recreation, Education and 
Civic Affairs: CM Dennison reported 
that she attended a number of classes at 
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The Town is hereby implementing the 
speed limit changes and will soon post 
new signage in order to be able to con-
tinue to operate the cameras. 

MPT Kulpa-Eddy said that she was con-
cerned about raising the speed limit in 
school zones, which would make them 
less safe for students. However, she 
noticed that this Resolution includes a 
lowering of the speed limit in the 8700 
and 8800 block of Edmonston Road from 
25 mph to 20 mph, which should help 
pedestrians using that road. CM Denni-
son said she would have liked to keep 
the lower speed limit. But she hopes that 
students might be trained to stay on the 
sidewalks to keep them safe in the fu-
ture.  

In response to CM Schreiber, Mayor 
Calvo clarified that the location and times 
for school zones remain the same; only 
the speed limit changes. CM Rasmussen 
agreed that the police could work with 
students on how to be safe walking to 
school and to increase police presence 
around the schools to monitor traffic. He 
also asked if there might be any kind of 
analysis of how the Town budget might 
be affected by the likely reduction in 
revenues from this source. Mayor Calvo 
said that the budgetary impact will not be 
known until after the next school year 
starts. The speed camera is not in opera-
tion when school is not in session. How-
ever, most of the revenue comes from 
the camera on Greenbelt Road, where 
the speed limit remains the same. Fur-
ther, additional revenue might come in 
from ticketing on Edmonston Road, 
where the speed limit was lowered. 

In response to Mr. Attick and Ms. Hay-
den, Mayor Calvo explained, when 
school is not in session, the speed limit is 
25 mph. While the cameras continue to 
operate, the police evaluates the data 
and decides whether a ticket is issued 
and they take school hours and holidays 
into account. The Council voted 5 to 0 to 
pass the Resolution. 

9. Citizens Discussion 

New Carrollton Councilmember Jim Wil-
doner introduced himself as a candidate 
for the County Council in District 3. He 
said he is running because of the fiscal 
irresponsibility of this County Council, 
which is now running a structural deficit 
of $110 million. He attended a recent 
budget hearing and learned how the 
County plans to lower the deficit. One 
measure proposed is a reduction in the 
tax differential for municipalities. While 
attending Council meetings, he managed 
to convince the Council to keep the New 
Carrollton Metro station in District 3 in-
stead of moving it to District 4, as was 

the MML conference including prevent-
ing workplace violence, the future of 
police leadership, municipal elections 
issues, the limits of code enforcement 
and emergency management. She an-
nounced that the Maryland primaries will 
be held on June 24, with early voting 
beginning tomorrow. 

Public Health and Safety: Mayor Calvo 
noted that the Police Department had an 
active month and congratulated Chief 
Antolik for the conviction of the perpetra-
tor in the 2012 domestic violence homi-
cide in Berwyn Heights. Chief Antolik 
said that he arrived back in Town from 
vacation in time to deal with the flash 
flood and its fallout. The police was very 
busy and helped set up 3 command 
posts to deal with the emergency. The 
situation was worst on 59th Avenue, 
where the fire department pulled a resi-
dent from a flooded basement. The in-
tersection in front of the Town office was 
also under water and the police had 
trouble driving through it, even with their 
SUV. Emergency centers were opened 
at the Senior Center and the Community 
Center, and buses were made ready for 
transport. The police were grateful to be 
assisted by the Berwyn Heights Volun-
teer Fire Department, University of 
Maryland police, Prince George's 
County's Homeland Security and Social 
Services Departments, the Red Cross 
and the Neighborhood Watch/ Emer-
gency Preparedness Committee. 

In the police activities report for May, 
Chief Antolik reported that there were 4 
Part I offenses, one less than the 5 year 
average of 5.6. The year to date total is 
28, also lower than the 5 year average 
of 32.8.  The police issued 228 State 
and Town citations and 288 speed cam-
era citations. 

Public Works: CM Schreiber said that 
he hasn't had a chance to meet with the 
staff of the Public Works Department 
yet, but knows from his experience as a 
resident that trash collection works very 
well. At the MML conference, he particu-
larly enjoyed meeting other elected offi-
cials who supervise Public Works De-
partments. It is a demanding role but 
they place a high value on it and seem 
to get a lot out of it. He is looking for-
ward to use what he learned in his ten-
ure and to meet Acting Director Lockley 
and his staff.  

7. Committee Reports 

Green Team: Reported under Depart-
ment Reports. 

Neighborhood Watch/Emergency Pre-
paredness: Mike Attick announced that 
the next meeting will be held on July 2, 
followed by National Night Out on Au-

gust 5. On June 28, a free CPR class 
will be held. Anyone wishing to partici-
pate should contact the Town office.  

Mr. Attick commented on the flash flood. 
He said he was impressed with the 
County's response, but more so with the 
Town's. The police coordinated with 
BHVFD, NW/EP and the County agen-
cies and did a professional job. How-
ever, many homes along Edmonston 
Road were tagged with caution tape 
although they did not have any flooding 
problems. He believes this may have 
been done by members of an outside 
fire department that came to help. Other 
than that, things worked as they should.  

Recreation Council: CM Dennison 
noted that the Town-wide yard sale will 
be held on June 21. 

8. Unfinished Business 

Ordinance No 164 - 2nd Reading & 
Adoption of FY 2014 Budget Amend-
ments: Clerk Harper read the adopting 
language of the Ordinance. MPT Kulpa-
Eddy moved to adopt it. CM Dennison 
seconded. Mayor Calvo explained that 
this year's amendments are relatively 
simple. They declare some new reve-
nue, e.g. the Pop's Park grant and insur-
ance recovery for a damaged police car, 
additional expenditures for a community 
garden, and the distribution of merit in-
creases to the departments. The Ordi-
nance was adopted in a 5 to 0 vote. 

9. New Business 

Resolution 05-2014 - MOU regarding 
MEA EmPOWER and Community Leg-
acy Grants: Clerk Harper read a sum-
mary of the Resolution. MPT Kulpa-Eddy 
moved to adopt it. CM Rasmussen sec-
onded. Mayor Calvo explained that this 
MOU designates the Town of Bladens-
burg as the administrator of energy effi-
ciency grants it has put together and 
submitted. The MOU provides for the 
Berwyn Heights to piggyback onto the 
hard work Bladensburg has done and 
receive a share of the energy efficiency 
assistance funds obtained. The Council 
voted 5 to 0 to adopt the Resolution. 

Resolution 06-2014 - Increase of 
Pontiac Street School Zone Speed 
Limit: Clerk Harper read the Resolution. 
CM Dennison moved to adopt it. CM 
Rasmussen seconded. Mayor Calvo 
said that the Maryland Legislature this 
year made a number of changes to the 
speed camera law that the Town must 
implement. It requires the restructuring 
of the contracts towns have with the 
vendors of the speed cameras, and 
raises the minimum speed limit from 15 
mph to 20 mph in school zones. This 
means speed camera tickets cannot be 
issued unless a car exceeds 32 mph. 
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planned. Mr. Wildoner said he has 11 
years experience serving his community 
as a councilmember, and more than 30 
years experience working with volunteer 
and non-profit organizations. Those inter-
ested to learn more about his positions 
c a n  v i s i t  h i s  w e b s i t e  a t 
www.democracy.com. 

Mike Attick, 62nd Avenue, asked if the 
code supervisor and town administrator 
positions were advertised in the Bulletin. 
Mayor Calvo replied that the town admin-
istrator position has not yet been adver-
tised. The code supervisor position was 
advertised on the website. The search 
was handled by a consultant that adver-
tised in other publications.  

Joan Hayden, Seminole Street, won-
dered if the community garden may have 
caused new runoff, and contributed to 
the flooding problem on 59th Avenue. 
She asked whether a study was done to 
determine the garden's potential impacts. 
Mayor Calvo replied that the main prob-
lem on 59th Avenue is the storm drain at 
the lowest point of the street. This storm 
drain has backed up before, but this time 
there was too much water in a short pe-
riod and the water level rose much higher 
faster. The Green Team did extensive 
studies of the environmental impacts of 
the community garden before it was in-
stalled. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:25 
p.m. 

 

Kerstin Harper, Town Clerk 

 

W orksession 

June 16, 2014 

 The meeting was called to order 
at 7:00 p.m. Present were Mayor Cheye 
Calvo, Mayor Pro Tem (MPT) Jodie 
Kulpa-Eddy and Councilmembers (CMs) 
Patricia Dennison, Chris Rasmussen, 
and Anthony Schreiber. Also present 
were Clerk Kerstin Harper, and C. P. 
Johnson representat ives Robin 
Barnhardt and Brendon Freeman. Town 
Administrator (TA) Edward Murphy had 
an excused absence. 

1. Mayor 

Announcements: An executive session 
interview for the Public Works director 
position will begin at 9:00 p.m. TA Mur-
phy is out of the office recovering from 
surgery. The Mayor will visit with him 
tomorrow to discuss Town matters. 

Calendar: Mayor Calvo and MPT Kulpa-
Eddy will be away next week. Council-
members need to coordinate the check 

signing. 

Minutes: On a motion by CM Dennison 
and second by MPT Kulpa-Eddy, the 
May 12 worksession minutes were ap-
proved 3-0-2, with CMs Rasmussen and 
Schreiber abstaining. On a motion by 
CM Dennison and second by MPT Kulpa
-Eddy, the June 3 worksession minutes 
were approved 5-0. 

Department Reports: Mayor Calvo re-
ported that he spent much of the previ-
ous week coordinating the response to 
the flash flood that affected many Town 
residents. The Code supervisor position 
has been filled. The new supervisor will 
start to work in early July. MPT Kulpa-
Eddy reported that the audit of the pay-
roll will start next week. CM Dennison 
announced upcoming events. CM Ras-
mussen said he is pleased that the Code 
supervisor position has been filled. 

Mayor Calvo said that the Council appro-
priated $2,000 in FY 2014 to help fund 
an after school computer lab run coop-
eratively by Berwyn Heights Elementary 
School (BHES) and the Community Cen-
ter. This project did not come to pass. 
However, there is an opportunity to fund 
technology learning at BHES. He is dis-
cussing the modalities for such assis-
tance with Principal Singer and the PTA.  

Citizen comments: Mayor Calvo re-
ceived comments about the flash flood, 
the Greenbelt Road resurfacing and 
trash accumulation behind the new Little 
Caesar’s pizza restaurant. CM Rasmus-
sen received a comment about invasive 
species problems in the Town. This 
mostly concerns bamboo and is treated 
as a clean lot violation. 

Sidewalks engineering update 
(added): Mayor Calvo welcomed C.P. 
Johnson engineers Robin Barnhardt and 
Brendon Freeman, who came to give an 
update on the engineering and permitting 
of the sidewalks project. For the benefit 
of the new councilmembers, Mayor 
Calvo explained that the Town con-
tracted with the C. P. Johnson last year 
to design both the priority 1 sidewalks 
project, which stretches from Sports Park 
to Greenbelt Road at 60th Avenue, and a 
Safe Routes to School grant-funded 
sidewalks project for the 8900 block of 
63rd Avenue. The engineering plans 
have been drafted and submitted to 
Prince George's County and SHA for 
approval. The Town is waiting for the 
permits. 

Ms. Barnhardt explained that approval of 
the priority 1 sidewalks engineering plan 
is subject to receipt of permits for sedi-
ment control from the Prince George's 
Soil Conservation District and storm wa-
ter management (SWM) from the Depart-

ment of Permits, Inspections and En-
forcement (DPIE). The sediment control 
plan has been given preliminary ap-
proval but is contingent on the approval 
of the storm water management plan. C. 
P. Johnson has submitted the SWM 
concept plan on June 4, and was sup-
posed to, but did not receive approval by 
today. Upon receipt, they will incorporate 
any changes and resubmit a detailed 
plan to DPIE for final approval. Final 
approval may take up to 2 months from 
the date of submission. 

Mayor Calvo elaborated that an SWM 
plan is required because the new side-
walks will add up to 20,000 square feet 
of impervious surfaces in Town. This will 
generate additional storm water runoff 
that must be mitigated. The Town has 
proposed to offset the additional storm 
water runoff with an SWM facility at the 
Public Works yard. The cost for the en-
tire project is in the FY 2015 budget. Ms. 
Barnhardt said that the SWM plan calls 
for collecting the runoff at an inlet that 
contains a set of filters that clean the 
water before releasing it downstream. 
The filtration system, called a jellyfish, 
was chosen because it does not need 
much space or height differential to 
work. This system will need to be 
cleaned periodically and the cartridges 
replaced every so often. The main issue 
is whether the system offsets the re-
quired 20,000 square feet. She believes 
that, with the added runoff from the roof 
of an adjacent business, the require-
ments will be met. 

Mayor Calvo noted that the total impervi-
ous area added may turn out to be less 
than 20,000 square feet because side-
walks are pinched to avoid obstacles 
and built into the existing roadway in 
some locations. CM Rasmussen asked if 
any taxable square footage will be re-
moved from private properties. Mayor 
Calvo said that is not the case, but a 
couple of easements are needed. He 
asked if the process to obtain ease-
ments has been started. He hopes the 
Town is able to go out to bid as soon as 
it receives the County permits by the end 
of this summer. Ms. Barnhardt said she 
will have to look into it. 

63rd Avenue sidewalk (added): Mayor 
Calvo said that construction of a side-
walk along the east side of the 8900 
block of 63rd Avenue is a separate pro-
ject, funded by a Safe Routes to School 
grant, which is administered by SHA. 
This section of road funnels Berwyn 
Heights students walking to Greenbelt 
Middle School to a signal crossing at 
Greenbelt Road. 

Ms. Barnhardt said that SHA has re-
viewed the plans and commented that 
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the ADA accessible ramp, as shown in 
the plans, does not meet ADA require-
ments. C. P. Johnson has revised the 
plans to show a wider flare for the ramp 
in question and sent them back to SHA 
today. The environmental conditions for 
the project have been met. No SWM 
mitigation is required as the project falls 
under the 5,000 square feet threshold. 
TA Murphy has been working with C. P. 
Johnson's engineer Gary Dyson on an 
easement. She will ask Mr. Dyson to 
apprise the Council of the status of the 
easement. 

At 8:04 p.m., the Council took a 5 minute 
break. 

Flash flood recovery: Mayor Calvo said 
that Town has put together a preliminary 
list of residents whose properties suf-
fered damage as a result of the June 10 
flash flood. In the end, there were only 
12 homes that lost power as a result of 
flooding. Nine of those had power re-
stored by last Friday, June 13. The re-
maining 3 homes are in the process of 
getting power restored today and County 
inspections done by tomorrow. While the 
County's initial response to the flood was 
good, the follow up was inadequate, 
prompting him to contact County Execu-
tive Baker. Particularly, the coordination 
of County inspections   with Pepco to 
restore power was bad. He also reached 
out to Pepco's Vice President of Public 
Affairs, Jerry Pasternak, who had not 
heard about this problem but helped 
facilitate the process of restoring power. 
Mr. Pasternak agreed to work with the 
Town to change a policy that charges 
homeowners $350 for turning power 
back on after an emergency.  

Mayor Calvo further reported that the 
Town established a flood fund where 
people can donate to help flash flood 
victims. So far, around $2,000 has been 
collected. While this generosity is very 
commendable, the cost to repair flood 
damage is estimated in the $100,000s. 
He hopes that the fund will rise to 
$10,000 and would like the Town to con-
sider making a donation as well. Once 
the collection is over, some eligibility 
criteria need to be established to distrib-
ute the funds. This might include a 
means test, and/or determination of 
whether the home is a private residence, 
and had a loss of electricity. 

CM Schreiber asked if there was a 
precedent for the Town compensating 
private losses, and if not, whether the 
Town should set a precedent for it, lest 
homeowners come to rely on the Town 
for assistance in similar circumstances. 
Mayor Calvo said that this circumstance 
was unique in that the flooding was 

A c t i n g  T o w n  A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
(discussed out of order): Mayor Calvo 
said that TA Murphy did not designate 
an acting Town Administrator when he 
went into the hospital. Normally, Treas-
urer Lape would step in as the second in 
command of the Administration Depart-
ment. However, that does not necessar-
ily include interdepartmental coordina-
tion. For that reason he recommends 
making Treasurer Lape the acting Chief 
Financial Officer (CFO), while designat-
ing Chief Antolik as the acting Chief Ad-
ministrative Officer (CAO), at least for 
the short term. As a department director, 
the Chief is in a better position to serve 
in that position and coordinate across 
departments. 

MPT Kulpa-Eddy asked if TA Murphy 
could work from home, as he did last 
year when he was recovering from sur-
gery. He Skyped in for worksessions and 
communicated by phone and email. 
Mayor Calvo agreed that some of the 
work could be done from home but there 
are limitations, such as signing docu-
ments and following up on sidewalks. He 
and other Councilmembers may have to 
take up some of these tasks. If TA Mur-
phy is out longer than a few weeks, an 
acting Town Administrator may have to 
be hired. He asked for a motion to ap-
point Treasurer Lape CFO and Chief 
Antolik CAO through July 7. CM Ras-
mussen so moved. MPT Kulpa-Eddy 
seconded. The motion passed 5 to 0. 

A n im a l  s he l t e r  co nt r i bu t i o n 
(discussed out of order): Mayor Calvo 
said the County set aside $200,000 to 
commission a feasibility study for an 
animal shelter for the Route 1 corridor, 
provided municipalities contribute a 
share. College Park agreed to contribute 
$25,000; New Carrollton and Berwyn 
Heights $10,000 each; and Greenbelt 
and University Park $5,000 each; for a 
total of $55,000. If this sum is adequate, 
the stake holders still have to work out 
the terms of an agreement before money 
is committed. Personally, he would not 
sign onto another County-run facility. He 
would prefer that a non-profit run the 
shelter, coordinating with the County and 
municipalities. A decision will have to 
wait until all interested municipalities 
have passed their budgets.  

No sol ic i t ing sign locations 
(discussed out of order): Mayor Calvo 
explained that the Town requires anyone 
who is not a resident and wants to solicit 
in Town to get a permit. However, there 
is no signage to that effect. Signs would 
inform solicitors that they need a permit, 
alert residents that solicitors should have 
a permit, and enable the police to point 

largely due to a failure of the County's 
SWM system, and will not be covered by 
private insurance because the homes 
are not located in a flood plain. 

CM Rasmussen agreed with CM Schrei-
ber about not setting a precedent for 
compensating residents. As for eligibility 
criteria, he recommended to focus on 
the needs of the occupants of the 
flooded homes, regardless of whether it 
is a rental home or a private residence. 
He further suggested that sorting out 
eligibility criteria and assistance be 
turned over to a non-profit organization 
with experience in emergency recovery. 
He cautioned not to publicize the amount 
donated to prevent homeowners from 
inflating claims. 

Mayor Calvo thought that this is not a 
concern because there will not be 
enough money to compensate anyone 
for a large portion of their loss. Council-
members are encouraged to give this 
some thought and discuss it at the next 
worksession. 

MML debriefing: CM Schreiber said he 
learned that the Town of La Plata is 
looking into partnering with other munici-
palities to contract for examining the life 
expectancy of municipal roads. The con-
tractor who performs the analysis has a 
minimum requirement of road miles to 
be tested, which cannot be met by a 
small town individually. He thinks La 
Plata will contact Berwyn Heights about 
partnering in the near future. Mayor 
Calvo added that the contractor has a 
truck with an x-ray machine that can 
determine the condition of the road sur-
face. The testing costs between $200 to 
$400 per road mile. While this seems 
high, he thinks it would be worthwhile in 
the context of the overall price of road 
renovations.  

CM Rasmussen reported that he at-
tended a workshop on historic preserva-
tion. He learned that the State has 
money to assist homeowners restoring 
their historic homes and thinks the Town 
might be able to facilitate homeowners 
obtaining these resources. MPT Kulpa-
Eddy said she attended workshops on 
issues that are already on the table, 
such as revising the election ordinance 
and the personnel manual and upgrad-
ing the Town's website. Mayor Calvo 
said he was interested to learn more 
about Healthy Eating, Active Living 
(HEAL) initiatives promoted by the Ana-
costia Trails Heritage Association. The 
Town tied into the program when it ap-
plied for a Maryland Heritage Associa-
tion grant to improve bike trails and 
amenities in Town. 
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to the sign when they enforce the regula-
tion. Acting Director Lockley has ob-
tained a quote for 10 signs, and needs 
approval for the sign design and the 
locations. Mayor Calvo suggested they 
be posted one block back from the Town 
entrances along Greenbelt Road. Other 
locations might include Pontiac Street at 
Edmonston Road and Berwyn Road at 
Sports Park. 

CM Schreiber asked if Town residents 
can solicit without a permit. Mayor Calvo 
said he thinks they can. The permit is a 
way to register vendors and have their 
contact information on file, in case there 
are complaints. CM Rasmussen and 
MPT Kulpa-Eddy expressed concern 
that there are already too many signs 
posted at Town entrances creating vis-
ual clutter. CM Schreiber agreed. He 
does not recall seeing so many signs in 
similar neighborhoods. He suggested 
affixing the 'no soliciting' signs to the 'no 
through trucks' sign posts to reduce clut-
ter.  

Mayor Calvo thought that is a good idea 
and that 6 to 8 'no soliciting' signs are 
probably sufficient. CM Rasmussen said 
another approach might be to educate 
residents that solicitors must have per-
mits. This could include presentations to 
the Seniors Club and/or publicizing in 
newsletters. Mayor Calvo proposed that 
the Council ask the Police Department to 
work with the Neighborhood Watch to 
come up with a comprehensive plan to 
educate the residents and the locations 
for posting signs. There were no objec-
tions. 

Performance evaluations (discussed 
out of order): Mayor Calvo explained 
that each June the Town Administrator 
distributes performance evaluation forms 
and guidelines to the directors for rating 
their employees. The forms have a sec-
tion for rating the performance of all em-
ployees, and a section that applies only 
to supervisory staff. The evaluations 
serve as the basis for distributing merit 
increases, which the Council takes up in 
the fall, which go into effect on Novem-
ber 1. Once directors have rated their 
employees the evaluation forms are 
given to the Town Administrator for re-
view, who is to ensure that ratings are 
consistent across the departments.  

As a new responsibility under the Pow-
ers & Duties Ordinance, the Town Ad-
ministrator will also draft the evaluations 
for directors, which are then reviewed 
and finalized by the Council. Council-
members should also review the evalua-
tions of their non-supervisory staff and 
give feedback to their directors. The 
newly-elected councilmembers were 

advised to consult with the previous 
councilmembers about their employees' 
performance and review past years' 
evaluations. The Council agreed to move 
the due date for evaluations back to July 
31. 

Volunteer appreciation dinner 
(discussed out of order): For the bene-
fit of the new councilmembers, Mayor 
Calvo explained that each year the Town 
invites everyone who volunteers in some 
capacity to a catered dinner to show its 
appreciation. All councilmembers are 
encouraged to attend. 

Council priorities (tabled) 

2. Code Compliance 

Code supervisor goals: Mayor Calvo 
said that the recruiter drafted a list of 
goals for a new code supervisor derived 
from interviews she had with Town staff 
and councilmembers. He would like to 
postpone a discussion and fine tuning of 
the goals to the next worksession but 
asked that councilmembers review the 
draft. CM Rasmussen, as head of the 
Code Department, should take the lead 
in formulating a set of first year goals. 
MPT Kulpa-Eddy said she had started to 
draft such a document and would be 
happy to send it to CM Rasmussen and 
the entire Council, if desired. 

Ordinance 107 - untagged vehicle 
violations: Mayor Calvo said that he 
would like the Council to revise Section 5 
(D) of Ordinance 107, Clean Lot, which 
regulates the storage of untagged, inop-
erable or junked vehicles on private 
properties. However, when reviewing the 
Ordinance, he saw other sections that 
should be clarified and revised, in par-
ticular the process for dealing with re-
peat violations. Therefore, he would like 
to open the Ordinance up for a broader 
review and asked councilmembers to 
familiarize themselves with the docu-
ment. 

Several agenda items to be discussed 
under 3. Parks and Recreation, 4. Pub-
lic Safety, 5. Public Works, and 6. Ad-
ministration were discussed under 1. 

Mayor. 

8. Executive Session (9:20 p.m. - 

10:40 p.m.) 

On a motion by CM Schreiber and sec-
ond by CM Dennison, the Council went 
into executive session regarding two 
personnel matters. With matters dis-
cussed, CM Schreiber moved and CM 
Dennison seconded to end the executive 
session. 

The meeting was adjourned at 
10:41 p.m. 

Kerstin Harper, Town Clerk 

Code News 

New Code SupervisorNew Code Supervisor 

Kevin Simpson has recently joined 
the Town as the new Code Supervi-
sor. Mr. Simpson originally hails 
from New Orleans and previously 
worked as a code officer for the City 
of Mt. Rainier. He is certified in code 
enforcement, zoning, property main-
tenance and housing inspections, 
and holds a Bachelor’s degree in 
History from the University of Mary-
land University College.  He will be 
responsible for coordinating day-to-
day operations of the Code Depart-
ment under the direction of the 
Town Administrator and the Council-
member for Code Compliance.  

If you have any code-related ques-
tions, please call 301-513-9331 or 
email ksimpson@town.berwyn-
Heights.md.us 

 

Code Activity for July: 

Top code violations:  Abatements 
= 6; High Grass/ Overgrown Vegeta-
tion = 85;  Miscellaneous Violations 
= 11;  Trash/ Litter = 14;  Vehicles = 
3; Yard Waste = 7. 

Other activities:  New Rental Prop-
erties = 3;  Rental Inspections = 24;  
Re-inspections = 3;  Rental Investi-
gations = 3;  Building Permits = 1;  
Dumpster Permits = 2;  POD Per-
mits = 1;  Permit Violations = 3 

mailto:ksimpson@town.berwyn-Heights.md.us
mailto:ksimpson@town.berwyn-Heights.md.us
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28th 
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MIKE SMITH 

Hauling & Junk Removal 

Complete clean out—garages, houses 

Demolition services 

FREE Estimates, Insured 

Mike Smith 301-346-0840 

References available 

Reasonable rates:  mastercard/visa 

Mikesmithhauling.com 

100%

Satis
factio

n 

Guaranteed 
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“Celebrating 30 Years in Berwyn Heights” 
 

The Senior Center is open from 10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M., Monday through Friday.  Drop in and meet 

your neighbors.  Also check the boards for special activities.  Drop in to the Center, or attend the meet-

ing, and find out what’s going on.  There is always something to do even if it is just getting together. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO AUGUST  ACTIVITIES 

August 5 Bingo 12:30 P.M. 

August 6 Wii Bowling (open) 10:30 A.M. 

August 7 Pool Night 7:00 P.M. 

August 9 Potluck & Movie 5:00 P.M. 

August 12 Bingo 12:30 P.M. 

August 13 Wii Bowling (open) 10:30 A.M. 

August 14 Pool Night 7:00 P.M. 

August 19 Bingo 12:30 P.M. 

August 20 Wii Bowling (open) 10:30 A.M. 

August 21 Pool Night 7:00 P.M. 

August 26 Bingo 12:30 P.M. 

August 27 Wii Bowling (open) 10:30 A.M. 

August 28 Pool Night 7:00 P.M. 

August 1 Bing-Yee Lam 

August 4 Henry (Hank) Becker 

August 8 Wilson Hayden 

August 14 Marilyn Pula 

August 23 Chandica Handinge 

August 24 Mary Hudak 

August 27 Robert Staner 

August 30 Darlene Erickson 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Anthony Schreiber 
301-466-1807 
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BERWYN 
HEIGHTS  
POLICE BEAT 

“Police Beat” includes 
crimes and accidents 
that occurred during the 
month of June 2014.  It 
is not a complete listing 
of every crime and/or 
accident that occurred in 
the Town.  Incidents are 

listed from beginning of the month to the 
end of the month starting with the first 
report taken during the period within a 
specified category. 

06/01/2014 at 8:45 pm, Pfc. Roberson 
responded to the 8700 block of 58th. 
Avenue for an injured person. 

06/02/2014 at 4:05 pm, Pfc. Ignowski 
impounded a 1995 Toyota from the loca-
tion of the 8700 block of 60th. Ave-
nue.  The vehicle was left abandoned. 

06/04/2014 at 11:25 am, Pfc. Krouse 
responded to the 8400 block of Cunning-
ham Drive for a report of 
fraud.  Unknown person compromised 
victim's credit card number. 

06/05/2014 at 11:00 am, Pfc. Krouse and 
Det. Unger responded to the 8500 block 
of 63rd. Avenue for a report of a burglary 
in progress.  Unknown person entered 
victim's house and removed a flat screen 
TV.  A black male, 5, 10”, 150 lbs., with 
long dreadlocks and a gray sweatshirt 
was seen running away from the house 
and into a green Dodge cara-
van.  Investigation continues. 

06/07/2014 at 11:04 am, Pfc. Ignowski 
responded to the 5900 block of Natasha 
Drive for a report of a telephone mis-
use.  Suspect called and pretended to be 
representative from IRS. 

06/07/2014 at 8:30 pm, Pfc. Roberson 
responded to the 8400 block of 57th. 
Avenue for a report of theft.  Victim 
claims that her boyfriend stole her phone 
and I-pad. 

06/08/2014 at 11:28 am, Pfc. Ignowski 
responded to the 7-11 on Edmonston 
Road for a report of an assault.  Suspect, 
a b/m, 5'07", 145 Lbs., was upset at the 
cashier and spat on him before fleeing. 

06/14/2014 at 9:12, Pfc. Ignowski re-
sponded to the Metropolitan Family Plan-
ning Clinic located at 5919 Greenbelt 
Road for a report of a disorderly per-
son.  Once on scene, officer met with a 
W/M, who refuses to comply with all law-

ful order given to him and eventually 
assaulted the officer by turning his body 
and moving back towards the officer, 
causing him to fall on top of the offi-
cer.  After a short struggle, Robert 
Weiler, a 34 Y/O, W/M, resident of 
Forestville, MD was arrested and 
charged with disorderly conduct and 
second degree assault. 

06/18/2014 at 7:17 am, Det. Unger re-
sponded to the 5600 block of Osage 
Street for an open kitchen window of a 
residence.  Victim believed that some-
one attempted to gain entry and burglar-
ize her house.  Nothing was missing. 

06/19/2014 at 1:09 pm, Pfc. Thompson 
impounded a 1998 Honda from the loca-
tion of 5500 block of Greenbelt Road. 
Driver was driving without a license. 

06/19/2014 at 5:29 pm, Pfc. Thompson 
responded to the 5800 block of Bucknell 
Terrace for a report of a fight.  Investiga-
tion revealed that victim, a facilitator of 
the ARC home was assaulted by her 
patient.  

06/24/2014 at 8:58 am Pfc. Ignowski and 
the Chief of Police responded to a call 
for service of an injured child. Upon arri-
val, we found a Town resident along with 
a DPW employee attending to and com-
forting the injured 11 Y/O boy.  Investiga-
tion later revealed that the young boy 
suffered from a mild epilepsy seizure; he 
passed-out and fell on his face while 
walking his small dog.  His head hit the 
pavement and he was bleeding from the 
mouth.  While waiting for the ambulance, 
he was cared for by the aforemen-
tioned. This incident could have taken a 
turn for worse if it wasn't for the fast ac-
tions of a Town resident and a caring 
employee.  

06/24/2014 at 10:54 pm, Pfc. Thompson 
impounded a 1998 Honda from the loca-
tion of 6000 Block of Greenbelt 
Road.  The driver was driving without a 
license. 

06/27/2014 at 9:37 Pfc. Krouse arrested 
Ms. Kelly Myers, a 35 y/o, w/f, from the 
location of the 8400 block of 58th. 
Ave.  Ms. Myers was a fugitive and 
wanted through the P. G. County Sher-
iff.  She was transported to the DOC 
without incident. 

06/27/2014 at 10:25 pm, Pvt. Duck im-
pounded a 1997 GMC truck from the 
location of the 6000 block of Greenbelt 
Road. The driver was driving without a 
license. 

06/29/2014 at 2:37 pm, Pfc. Krouse im-
pounded 1997 Dodge from the location 
of 58th Avenue and Goucher Drive.  The 
driver was driving without a license. 

06/30/2014 at 9:20 am, Pfc. Krouse re-
sponded to the 8900 block of 56t. Avenue 
for a report of vandalism at the Indian 
Creek Playground. 

06/30/2014 at 8:20 am, Pfc. Krouse im-
pounded a 2007 Chevy PU truck from the 
location of the 8900 block of Edmonston 
Road.  The driver was driving without a 
license. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TERM RESIDENT 

NON-

RESIDENT 

EIGHTH (1/8) PAGE 
1 Month $30.00  $36.00  

6 Months $162.00  $192.00  
12 Months $230.00  $336.00  

QUARTER (1/4) PAGE 
1 Month $50.00  $72.00  
6 Months $270.00  $384.00  

12 Months $384.00  $672.00  

HALF (1/2) PAGE 
1 Month $100.00  $144.00  
6 Months $540.00  $768.00  

12 Months $768.00  $1,344.00  

FULL PAGE  
1 Month $200.00  $288.00  
6 Months $1,080.00  $1,536.00  
12 Months $1,536.00  $2,688.00  
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RATES 
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Rooms for Rent: $450.00 - $500.00. 
Please call (301) 237-2829.  

House Cleaning: Berwyn Heights resi-
dent since 2000 - with 25 years profes-
sional house cleaning experience and 
takes pride in the work done looking for 
new clients. References in Town and out 
of town are available. Please give me a 
call and let me help tackle the house 
cleaning for you. Free estimates. Please 
call (301) 474-3024.  

Want adventure and achievement?  
Join Boy Scout Troop 740.  We meet at 
Holy Redeemer’s Fealy Hall every Tues-
day evening.  For details, call scoutmas-
ter Loren Lavoy at 301-651-4928. 

Need Computer help? Call RJ 240-602-
0815. Microsoft A+ Certified.  

Licensed Family Daycare:  Opening for 
infant to 12 years old.  Before and after 
care for BH Elementary School avail-
able. Vouchers are accepted.  Meals are 
provided.  Openings are Monday-Friday 
from 6 AM to 6 PM.  Please contact Ka-
runa at 301-345-2939. 

2 Men’s Full Size Leather Golf Bags: 
$50 each.  Canning jars pint & quart 
size: $5 mix & match a dozen. Call Jeff 
after 4 PM at 301-474-5803.  Cash only. 

Discounted tickets to Capitals’ 
games:  Dream seats are in Sec.107, 
Row U.  Caps shoot twice.  This is the 
handicapped row next to the Monumen-
tal box.  Easy access with no seats in 
front or behind you.  All tickets are dis-
counted — with no add ons.  Contact 
Jody at jwg21248@yahoo.com. 

College dorm room items for sale: 3 
like-new appliances. Black 4-cup Mr. 
Coffee Model DRX5 with brew and set 
delay; small Emerson 2009 Microwave 
oven Model MW7305B; small Sanyo 
2009 refrigerator Model SR-A2480M 301
-646-6938. . 

BH Republican Club meets once a 
month, usually on the last Monday, at 
the Senior Center and welcomes all resi-
dents to participate.  For more informa-
tion, check out the Berwyn Heights Re-
publicans Webpage: 

www.npgcrc.com/pages/BHR.html 
 

STRESSED!!! Are you a Senior, a rela-
tive or friend of a Senior? Are you, or 
they, worried about staying home long-
term? If you'd  like some direction or 
assistance, without alienating your loved 
one, I CAN HELP YOU. Sealani Weiner, 
Geriatric Care Manager. Licensed Inde-
pendent Clinical Social Worker in MD & 
DC, Certified Care Manager AND Ber-

BULLETIN BOARD 

Boys & Girls Club  

President:  Shinita Hemby 202-531-

 6066 

Soccer Commissioner: Jason  
 Papanikolas 240-338-5191 
Baseball Commissioner: Ronnie  
 Compton 301-345-2661 
Tee Ball Commissioner: Jim Hudson 
 301-982-2052 
Basketball Commissioner: 
 Kristen Buker 240-965-7055 
Cheerleading Commissioner: Kristen 
 Buker 240-965-7055 
Ball Hockey Commissioner: Kevin  
 Conover 301-441-1569 
Track Commissioner: Jeff Osmond  
 301-474-2737 
 

Neighborhood Watch/Emergency 

Preparedness/CERT 

Co-Chair Ron Shane 240-965-7022  

Co-Chair Joan Hayden 301-474-5037 
 

Historical Committee 

 Sharmila Bhatia 301-446-6920 

Men’s Basketball League 

 Jim McGinnis 301-345-1223 

 

Playgroup 

 Jaime Sampson  

 sampson.jaime@gmail.com 
 

Quilter’s Club 

  Lois Williams 301-345-6214 

 

Recreation Council 

 Trinity Tomsic 301-474-6350 

      Jaime Sampson      
 sampson.jaime@gmail.com 
 

Seniors Club 

 Jean McConnell 301-345-6373  
 

Green Team 

 Therese Forbes 301-982-7115 
 

BH Elementary School PTA 

 Georgiana Stark 

 President@BHESPTA.org 
 

Karate Club 

 Leon Swain 301-237-2829 

 Theresa Beck 301-728-2881 

 beck_theresa@yahoo.com 

wyn Heights resident.  240-965-7274. 

House Cleaning: Help with shopping, 
cooking, etc. 40-year resident of Berwyn 
Heights.  Very reliable and reasonable 
rates.  Please call DJ at 301- 345-1746 

Computer Repair:  Having computer 
problems? Want files moved from an old 
computer to a new one? Flat rates 
cheaper than any store around. Call Ja-
son 301-919-9980. 

Pet Services:  Experienced dog walker 
and pet sitter available.  Will happily help 
you with your pets.  Call Katelyn, 301-
233-2588. 

Lawn mowing and trimming, yard rak-
ing and cleanup, basement cleanout, 
painting, plumbing, general handyman. 
Reasonable rates and flexible schedule. 
Call Phil at 202-718-8530. Berwyn 
Heights references available. 

Dog Walking: 30 minutes, $15.00 per 
walk.  Special offers for multiple pets.  
Local trustworthy neighbor.  Pet first aid 
and CPR certified.  Call 240-605-2745. 

Meals-on-Wheels needs your HELP! 
This 35-year old program needs volun-
teers to help with their daily operations 
out of College Park location.  Please call 
301-474-1002 M-F, 8:30-12:00 if avail-
able. 

Need Yard Help?  Shawn (17) and Jer-
emy (16) can help with mowing, raking, 
mulching, and more.  Call 301-474-2002. 

Attention Seniors: Kind, compassionate 
Berwyn Heights resident available to go 
grocery shopping, run errands, etc. 
Please call Mary Ann at (301) 982-9295.  

Childcare: Miss Debbie, the Mary Pop-
pins childcare provider of 29 years in 
B.H. is ISO another family.  Will play, 
read, color, do puzzles but no heavy 
housework as your child is more impor-
tant.  Will also watch children on week-
ends and evenings. Call (301)345-7622. 

Berwyn Heights Cleaning:  Cleaning 
your home like my own.  Residential & 
commercial.  References available in 
Berwyn Heights.  Over 10 years profes-
sional experience.  Providing my own 
materials and rational price.  240-645-
5140 or angelalazo1@hotmail.com 

4 Bedroom 2 Bath for rent.  Contact 
Jim Faruki at 703-402-8080 or Jmfa-
ruki@yahoo.com. 

Tutor:  Learning Specialist with vast 
experience helping children with learning 
challenges.  For a free consultation call 
or email Kathy Brosh, 301-474-2002, 
kathybrosh@gmail.com.  References 
available. 

Do you need an affordable daycare? 
Hi, my name is Carol and I would like to 
help you. I'm CPR certified and I have 
three children on my own. Give me a call 
if I'm the one you need. (301) 474-0963. 

Jimmy Taylor will cut grass. To sched-
ule, please call 301-982-1137. 

COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATIONS 

tel:301-646-6938
tel:301-646-6938
http://www.npgcrc.com/pages/BHR.html
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Green Team 

Meeting 

7:00 P.M. 

Town Office 
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TOWN OF BERWYN HEIGHTS 

5700 Berwyn Road 

Berwyn Heights, Maryland 20740-2799 

CARRIER-ROUTE SORTED 

PRESORT STANDARD 

U. S. Postage Paid 

College Park, Maryland 

POSTAL CUSTOMER 

BERWYN HEIGHTS, MARYLAND 

Dated Material — Do Not Delay! 

TOWN INFORMATION 

Town of Berwyn Heights Phone Nos. 
Emergency - Fire Rescue  .........................  9-1-1  

Police (Non-Emergency) …………………  (301) 352-1200  

Police Administrative Office  .....................  (301) 474-6554  

Code Compliance Department  ................  (301) 513-9331  

          Email:  code@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Public Works Department  .........................  (301) 474-6897  

          Email:  publicworks@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Fire Department  ........................................  (301) 474-7866  

Senior Center  ............................................  (301) 474-0018   

Community Center (Gym)  .........................  (301) 345-2808  

Town Office  ...............................................  (301) 474-5000  

         Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Call-A-Bus Reservations …………………. (301) 474-5000  

Mayor and Council 
 

Cheye Calvo  (301) 474-6350 ccalvo@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 
Mayor — Public Safety and Health 
 

Jodie Kulpa-Eddy  (301) 345-1516  jkulpaeddy@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 
Mayor Pro Tem  — Administration 
 

Patti Dennison  (301) 404-2759 pdennison@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 
Councilmember — Parks and Recreation, Education and Civic Affairs 
 

Christopher Rasmussen (612) 432-0710    crasmussen@town.berwyn- 
Councilmember — Code Enforcement  heights.md.us 
 

Anthony Schreiber  (301) 466-1807 aschreiber@town.berwyn-heights.md.us  
Councilmember — Public Works 

Regular Trash Collection Schedule 
North of Pontiac…………… Mondays & Thursdays 

South of Pontiac…………… Tuesdays & Fridays 

Heavy Trash Day: 

Weekly on Thursday for North of Pontiac 

Weekly on Friday for South of Pontiac 

Recycling Schedule: 

Wednesdays for the entire Town. 

Town Helpline 
Do you have a suggestion or problem or a 

question on an ordinance, or have a histori-

cal question?  Want to receive meeting 

agendas or minutes by email? 

Email Town at 

contact@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Be assured that your communication 

will be answered promptly 

Watch Council Meetings 
 

On Comcast channel 71 

FIOS channel 12 

 

Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 

at 11:30 a.m. 

or call the Town Office 

Questions or advertising rates — call Administration Department at (301) 474-5000. 

Or email:  emurphy@town.berwyn-heights.md.us 

Submission deadline is the 15th of the month by 12:00 noon! 

Helen Van Doren, Design & Layout 

Town of Berwyn Heights Website:  http://www.berwyn-heights.com 


